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Thank you. It has been one of my greatest honors over the last 6 years to get |

to know the members of the National 1;3reast Cancer Coalition and see the amazing
i

results borne of activists who stand u speak out, and always demand results. 1

will never forget when you came to thc White House with the signatures of 2.6

“million Americans who told us they w’anted a National Action Plan on Breast

Cancer. With your leadershlp, this pubhc -private partnershlp has worked tirelessly |
to reach one goal: the complete eradlcatlon of breast cancer.

I wiﬂ also always remember myg very first meeting with this coaﬁfion n
Williamsburg during the 1992 campaifgn. Not only because of how inspjred I was
by your stories of courage and commi;tment. But, also because of what it took for
you to get there -- literally. For those 3of you who don’t know this, the bus that Fran
and others took from Wéshington to Williamsburg broke down that day. So, did
they give up, call the bus equivalent of AAA and go back home? Not a chance.
They hitch-hiked all the way to Wﬂhamsburg -- climbing into Sheriff’s Cars and
trucks to make it there. And I would e}xdd? on time.
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Now, if there are children in the audience, none of us are recommending
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hitch-hiking as a preferred mode of tra:!nsportation. But what struck me that day is
that, even in the face of great obstacles, you didn’t give up. What I have learned

since then, is that you never give up. Especially the survivors in this room, who

have courageously and continuously turned pain into action...on behalf of all

women, all families, all men who have a sister or mother, a wife or daughter.
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As I got ready to come heré‘.t(‘)day, I started flipping through some
newspaper clips from the last few year%s. Not always the most uplifting way to start
a week -- But in this case it was. Here Eare some of the headlines I found: From_ The
New York Tirﬁes this month: “Breast (i?ancer Break‘through’.” From the AP May 8,
1996: “Breasf Cancer Deaths Continué to Decline.” And here’s my personal
favorite. “Formation of Coalition was, Watershed in Funding.” That’s from the

-Chicago Tribune one year ago. And it%’s about you.

Back when we met in 1~992,.wh(%) would have thought that we’d see funding
for breast cancer research, treatment and prevention nearly double? That the
President wquld i)ropose a 65 percent ;increaée in cancer reseérch? Or that we’d

‘dramatically expand the Department of Defense breast cancer research program

and have survivors serving on review panels?
]
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- Who’d have thought that increas:es in funding for genetic research would

“help us discover genes linked to hereditary breast cancer? That Tamoxifin would

i
give us such hope? Or that genetic fingerprinting would offer the potential of
predicting which women will relapse sio that we can aggressively treat them before
‘ |

|

the disease strikes again.

Who’d have thought that the nul;fnber of women getting recommended
r

mammograms would increase by 30 pércent? [ am very proud that Medicare now

pays for annual mammograms for all b:eneﬁciaries over 40...and that we’ve waged
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a campaign to make sure older women use this benefit.

These victories all have one thi%lg in common: the fingerprints of the

H

' National Breast Cancer Coalition. Because you have literally changed the way we

think about breast cancer. More than ;25 years ago, one of my predecessors Betty
Ford, brought this disease out of the sl‘fxadows. You put in at the top of the agenda.
And you had a President who was on }ifour side every step of the way.

‘ |
My husband has a very personal commitment to this issue, because, as you

know, his mother died in 1994 from b%east cancer. Those of you who knew

Virginia Kelly will remember that she'never wanted anyone to feel sorfy for her.

As with every other adversity she facefd, she looked her cancer square in the eye,
then put on her lipstick and went on with her celebration of life. She was always a
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great inspiration to us -- and never more so than in her last moments as she crossed

the country to help prevent breast canc;er and heal those it strikes.

!

She kept a sampler by her makelflp table that read, “Lofd help me td
remember that nothing is going to hap;%)en to me today that You and I can’t hamile.’_ ’
Clearly, there will be great obstacles. And clearly, our work is far far from done. .
But, if we stick it out and stick togefhé;‘, there is nothing we cannot handle or
accomplish.

Together, we can ban genetic di%crimination -; and we should work day and
night to ensure that a bill passes this yez:ar. No woman should be scared to walk into
a doctor’s ofﬁce for fear that her genet;ic secrefs will be used to deny her the job

i

she wants or the affordable health insurance she needs.

Together, we can expand coveralge for Medicare cancer clinical trials. And
|

1 ,
together, we can make sure that whether people choose managed care or traditional

| .
care, they always get quality care. Welneed a patient’s bill of rights.

And'we need a fight against brez;ist cancer that uses every weapon at our
disposal. Yes, our first priority shouldi be ﬁnding a cure. And, we mﬁst do
everything in our power to fund the reéearch that will find thét cure...research that
willvhel‘p' develop treatments to stop thé diseasé in its tracks.

But, we also need education -- education that reaches all women...especially -
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poor and minority women who have tcé»o often not reaped the benefits of our
- progress on breast cancer. We need prevention. "We need mammography
screenings that help us catch breast caf;xcer early so we can treat it immediately.
We need all of it -- and much much mcé)re.

If we do that, if we work togethfgzr, then one day, I pray in~thé not so distant

future, we will be able to write the best headline of all: the one that says, Breast

Cancer is History. Thank you for mak:ing history every day.
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