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colors: Sexually abused ehildren matter. 
Reinfureing that message is the scheduled 

appearance today of rirst lady HlIlary Rodham 
Clinton, who will mark the official opening or 
the John M. O'Quinn Building at a noon ribbon 
cutting and ceremony for se.... eral hundred in-

LC) vited guests.= co Unofficially, the 53,OOO·square-foot building 
opened its doors last week 10 Ule first of a sadlr<.D 

_LL.'L. 

sexualaouse, somiltiifies-in-little-morc-thaa-a~ofr.cialll(open- ---- ­
__-.:c1a:c:,rge number or clients. Telling tho .ta]{! of 

<.D 

<= 
<= 
Co.-. 

<= 
<'-J whlsper, talres Us t{)11 on young victirns. Here, 

By LESLIE SOWEIlS 
Houston ChlOOicle 

The vivid green branches of a sculpted tree 
arch over the reception area, welcarning \18i­
t{)1'S to the new building fOr the Children's .I\s. 
se&illlent Center. An atrium playground needs 
a sign:. "Caution - Romping Zone." And in :he 
waiting area, an appealing array of 1o}'5 invites 
children into the happy realm of play: 

The brid::s-and-mortar rr:essage 'Jf Ute new. 
$~Q million building oomes througb in era.l·on 

~ 
0.J 

Eiler Coklnos, 

executive 
{j.rector of Ihe 

center, Hams 

Cou1ty Judije 

Rooort Eckels 

and Susan 

Ffi::nch look 
over the new 

playgrould 

equipment. 

at least, they tell it onl)' once. 
And lbey teU it ht a set ling that has been 

designed to minimize the pain of disclosure. to 
foster their sense or safety and to imme~se 
them in a healing environment frrm the mo· 
ment they wHIle through tle doors. 

"Every little thing was designed with d1il­
dren in mind. They partielpated ill the design. 
We realty got a chance to think it throuSjh," 
said Ellen Cokinos, director of the CAe. The 
program and its building have been realized ill 
large part through her leadership over more 
than a decade. 

The CAe is a unique public-private partllcr· 
ship, and the collaboration (}f the multiple agen· 
cies involved has become d national and intel" 
nalional model for such services. In its tlCW 
building, it is the largest such center in tbe . 
country. 

Harris County Judge Robert Eckels at· 
tributes the a-ccnmpfishment to the persiste::lce 
of Cokinos, community volunteer Susan 
French and ·the center board. 

'They have been tenacious in keeping the 
political and business leaders informed of tJleir 

.Mary 

Benavide::.. a 

volunteer at 
. . . 

the Child en s 
Assessment 
Center, picks 

.up lOys in til(; 

cl1i!dren's 
.. 

wailing room 

al the 


. . 

C'1lldren 5 


Assess m:;ni 
. , 

03nter .. Firs,. 
Lady Hrllary 
Rodham 
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Olnton wll 
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•. ' d"" E k I 'drl1lsS10n an VISIOn, cas sal . 
"They managed to get us to buy into 
it !Inc lo gd. us to help them cKp3.l'l.d 
it." 

The new building repl"Csents the 
c:fforts of a bro:'!d SpRctrum of com­
munity leaders, he said, adding that 
it is hard to say no to the population 
the CAC serves, 

"It has been a critical need for a 
I011g time," Eckels said. 

Collinos has worked with sexually 
abused childn:u since 19&5. when abc 
began as a caseworker with Harris 
County Children's Protective Serv­
ice:;. She has seen the numb~r of 
cases reported grow exponentially. 
Only 40 cases were handled by CPS 

. in 1980, while more than 5,000 were 
seen at theCAC last year. 

As the field of knowledge about 
sexual abuse grew, child advocates 
began 1.0 realize that the v~ ~ystem 
that was supposed to help children 
added to their trauma by requiring 
Ihnt they lell lhek statics repeatedly 
lo different agencies involved and to 
!c:-;Ufy in court. Around the country, 
cQncerne.<iprnfessionais meognl2ed 
that the system needed to change. 

In 1990, Cokinos teamed with 
F'rench, a former president of the 

_ ,Junior League. to obtain a grant tu 
., form the CAC, which would create a 

child-focused way to coordinate serv­
ice:; <llld procedures. Negotiating co­
operation across agencies and juris­
dictions wasn't an easy process, 
Cokinos S-llid, . 

"Once we were able to explain why 
lhere was a need for collabo('8.tion 
and the needs of these children, it ali 
came together," French said. 

Initially located within the CPS 
building and operating under its um· 
llrclla, the center st.ll~amlined pn:ice~ 
dures. Children were intervIewed 
once by a trained professional who 
then ~h(ired inJormation with partici­
pating agencies. In many cases, vid­
eotaped interviews convinced abus· 
~rs to admill:heir wrongdoing, avoid­
ing the necessity of a court case. 
Clo!)e~y coordin(lted work among the 
ngencies helps prevent abused chil­
dren and their offenders il'Om SliP­
pil1~ throuJZh the cracks. 

. i - ,
1\:<; thel CIIG demonst.rated Its suc­

('(':;iI. it (:ontinm)u to gl'OW, By 19911. 
1ii, . cenler had forged' (l partnership 
with ilcv:~~n public and private agcn­
cie!; with combimld l'e~OUl'ces of 
mm'C Ihl.ll1 lOll pl'Ofc!$!Siol1a~:;, (l sup' 
port f:;t.r:Hf anCI fill V()llIIl~l:.!!,lrs. Pilr1..id­
pilling in the CAe tcalll response are 
r;:presehtativcr.; from Child AdVQ­
cut(;1s Ink.: HN'TiR County Children'~ 
!'rolcctive Services: the Harris 
countyj Attorney's Office; Harris 
County District Attorney's Office; 
Hams Qounty Sherifflo; Office; Me­
morial IHernlann Heslthcnre Sys­
tems; Houston Police Department: 
Tb:..:as Department of ProtecUvt: <'1Ild 
Re~la~ory Services: InteriaiU, Min· 
i:-;LncslYoulh VicUmfWitness; and the 
Univorz:ily {It 'fuxue Health Science 
Ccnler-Houston. 

Cokinbs said that on~ the agen­
de:; inlro' lVt)d ril1:..Hy be\i(lw.ti in the 
COll~CIlU,l the alliance began to work. 
As a :esull Ule agencies were able' 

. II; dear; cases faster, serve more chil­
(Iron and, by sharin~ ollkes, save 
sp<lce as well. In addition to the 01'\­
~ite interview. medical exam and 
therapeutIc services, the Cl-!lItel'. 

aClcied innovative extras such as art 
I herapy and volunteers who helped 
meet unrelated needs such as obtain­
ing clothing or denl.a! care . 

When children disclose sexual 
abuse, ithey are nmught to the center 
bv CPS workers or the police. There 
they are interviewed and given a 
physical examination. If sexual abuse 
is confirmed, CPS detennines If their 
home ~etUng is safe. [f it is not, they 
are taken into protective custody, 

Plan's for lhtl m:w building wen; ll!,.l 
thorized in 1994 by Har-ris County 
Commissioners Court. which do­
nated :the I"ncl on whi('h th~ building 
now sits, Cokinos, French and the 

I
center's board embarked on a $10 

million· fund-raising campaign that 
hilS cut across many sectors of the: 
C(!mmLUl.Ity_ 

The center had become a collabo­
rative cHort between the county and 
Llle community, ~ach t;o)luibuting 
fundS and expertise to help these 
children. Though it became a sepa­
rate county department in 1995, thE! 
center receives about half its funding 
from the coun~ and haif through pri­
vate fund raising. 

Cokinos credits community philan­
thropies for being wiDing to go be-' 

yond assisting the more tradiUona!. 


. arts or medical recipients to fund a 

cause that only a decade ago couldn't 

be talked about 

She is thnlled that pasSion and vi­
sion for the center has spread to the 
wider community and believes it will 
be Ii lasting gift t:.o children in the 
area. 

Cokinos· is as enthusiastic about 
the smaJ.ler gifts as the larg~r contri­
butions, Whether Ws a $30,000 piecre 
of medical equipment or the painting 
of fft.rium murals by 11 Kinkaid High
Scltool students do\llg a service proj­
ect, the gifts mean the community 
has embraced the children who have 
suffered thiS particularly pa.inful 
abuse, she said.. 

Maureen O'Connell, who d.iiects 
the center's therapeutic. services, 
said one· of the first young visitors 
came into the building with wide, ap­
preciative eyes. 

"This building is for you," she told 
the child. "This building wa:s built for 
you." 

http:be\i(lw.ti
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-< First lady Hillary P.:)dha'Tl CI nton sits Monday with Ellen Cok[rns, left. 
C'-.l . and Julie O'OUlnIi dun'lg the dedication of the Children's Assessment 

Cente~ at 2500 Bol::,c,,'e'. T;oe :o3c.l tv the large&l of its kind in the nation. 
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John Everett f Chronicle 
will treat and counsel children wtn have sutfered from sexua: abuse, 
Cokioos is the center's dtrer.tor, and O'Quir,n's husbatld, ~Iohf\. donated 
$1,5 million to the center's constn.:::tion: 
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~irst Laoy Hillary .Aodharn Clinton [ours the Children's f/I.$.)e:;:~­
ment Center playroom that is in the John O'Quinn 

~. 


I 
. '. 

First lady 
hails center 
for children 
------,"--­

By RAD SALLEE 
Houston Chronicle ' 

In the f\I'St of two Houston ap­

pearances MondAY. fi",t l"IrIy Hil­

lary Roclha.m Clinton cut the rib-­

bon on a new center designed to 

ease the ordeal of sexually 

abused children, 


Afterward, she spoke at a lun­

cheon for DemOCJ'<ltic women at 

the Westin Cl,IlJcno Hotel. 


Clinton did not mention the 

current sexual allegations 

against her husband at either 

event. nor did she respond to 

questions on the subject. 


Her [\.I"!)t stop was a dedication 

ceremony for lhe John M. 

O'Quinn Building of the Chil­

dren's Assessment Center, at 

2SOO Bow<Wel' in The Vill<lge near 

RiceU~ity, 

The new, cheerful-looking 

three-storY building will house 10 

public and private agencies so 

that abused children may be 

treated, counseled and ques­

Uunw lJy Ii1w t:nCol'Cement per­

sonnel with a minimum of emo­

tional stress and repetition. 


Clinton spoke to about ;lOO per­

sons who took shelter from the 

stol'Tny weather lUlder ;) tent. 


"I've looked into the far..'es of 

many children who have been 

abused by those in whom they 

placed t11eir trust and love." she 

:salu. 


"There's no worse feeling in 

any human being's herut than to 

feel abal1don~O. nt~elp.d:.cd. un­

loved and Wlwanted." 
But the legal ptVCeSs that 50me 

~W\G victims must endure liS ('JI.<:f!i; 

. of abuse are ~tigated an(i pros­
ecuted often "adds another Layer of 
anguish" that "further victimizes" 
them. Clinton said. 

The new center - the largest of 
its kind in the nation - will "rna.ke 
this journey leGS pQ,infuI," she said. 

'" will take this message and 
spread it as widely as I can," Clinton 
pro~ . 

"You will get many v'isitors," she 
predicted. ~ou should be so grateful 
to haIIe a place like this in your com­
lllwUo/."

The building,.erected on Hams 
. COWlty (?roperty. cost $10.25 million. 

John O'Quinn. an at1orn~, donated 
$1.5 million, Ute largest pnvate gift. 

The CoWlty and the city of Houston 
contributed ~'Ommunity development 

Illock gmllls of Sl.~ million and 
$300,000, ~spe-ctively. 

In "Iddilinn, there were donation~ 
of $500,000 each from the Brown 
.f'oundation, the Cullen Trust for 
Healthcare, the Fondren Foundation. 
Houston .t.:ndowment Jnc., lhc 
Kresge Foundation and the Vivian L. 
Smith Foundation, as weU <IS a num­
ber of smmler gifts. 

The center is a program of Harris 
County, responsible to Commission· 
ers COlni, hilt. oppntes on a mix of 
puhlic and private funds. It has ex 
ISted since 1991, but never until now 
under one roof. 

The cllI"I":!nt operating bl,.l(lgel for 
Ute center is $1.9 million, About half 
comes from taxes and the rest is 
..alsed. by the center's SI.lPI)Qrt {oun 
dation, said assistant dire<:lor Roz 
Hill. 
. The agencies I,I,IOrking !.hfl.~ pm· 

vide another $3.3 million worth of in· 
kind services, she said, They indudc 
the Houston Police .1)epa.rUnent, the 
Sheriffs Department, the (."t)Ullty and 
distric..1 aUomeys' offl(:es, Children's 
1'rott..'Clive Scl'vkc..<.;, Child Advocal.e~, 
Interfaith Mini;;lries, thl'~ 'Iexa.;; De· 
paxtment of Prot.ective and Regula· 
tory Services, the University of Texas . 
He.alUI &"'.ienCt:.~ ('"enkf Md th(~ Me· 
morial/Hermann Health Care Sys­
tem. . 

O'Quil'ln's wife, Julifl, nccepted 
thank., on his behalf, Her hl,l.~band, 
who is i.nvolvcd in the state's litiga­
lion against tobacco companies,
could not attend, she said. 

Center director Ellen Cokinos, who 
had pushed for su<~h a facility for 
years, introdu(.:~.l Clillton. Cokinos' 
VQk"e broke as she thanked donol"$ 
and officials for making it a ~ity. 

"Fr,r tho~ who think droeams don't 
come true, I say, '{.A)Ok behind me!' .. 
Coldnos said. 

AfI;oM- the' eeremony. Clinton went 
to the Westin Galleria Hotel for a lu.n­
cheon - of the Democratic' National 
Committee Women's Leadership Fo­
rum, where she recounte(l the Clin­
ton administration's goals an.d 
achievements and asked for the 
grwp's support. 

http:nt~elp.d:.cd

