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Good morning. It’s a great pleasure to join USIA Dlrector Joseph Duffey and

i Ambassador Morningstar in welcoming to the White House our important guests today: our

Future Leaders Exchange Scholars as well as the students from the ‘School Linkage Group. 1
also want to welcome the many host families who have traveled from across the country tobe
with us today. Without your w1lhngness to open up your homes -- and your hearts --to these
young people these wonderful exchange programs would not exist.

I want to thank Joe Duffey’for his strong support of these programs at USIA --and -
Ambassador Dick Morningstar -- who I’ve traveled with so often, and who I know has such a
passionate interest in these 1nternat10nal exchanges. Thanks to the support and guldance of
leaders like yourselves, the’ FLEX program has provided the opportunity for thousands 6f
students from the new independent states to come to America every year -- to live with American
families, attend American.schoolsj-- and to deepen thelr understandmg of American culture and
society. :

As some of the students he;re' may know, I recently met with some of your colleagues in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan -- as part of; my trip through central Asia last November. And I was
thrilled to have the opportunity to talk to them about their experiences here in the US, and how
that experience changed their lives. And now, I'm so pleased to have the opportunity to meet all
of you -- a few days before you refurn to your families and communities back home.

- These programs yield such immeasurable rewards. I already know how much your ‘
American host families -- and your fellow students -- have benefitted from having you among
them. They’ve learned about your language and culture and customs. But most of all -- you’ve
reminded them -- and all of us -- about somethmg that is.too easily forgotten: that freedom is an .

extraordinary blessing. And dem(l)cracy is a gift that we should never take for granted.

1 :

I hope that your time in 01|1r country, in turn, has renewed your commltment to
democracy. We know that the FLIEX alumni are a well orgarized and mcreasmgly visible part of
the youth movement in your countnes -- and that 'you will continue to strengthen that leadership
of the future. I also hope that your experience here in the United States has underscored for you
the fact that the work of democracy is néver over. It requires a constant commitment on the part

~of its citizens. We’ve spent more]than two centuries as a democracy -- and we in the United

States are still trymg to get it rlgh‘t

. I'know that tomorrow you} will be volunteering at the Capital Area Commumty Food
Bank. It will be through volunteer efforts like these -- back in your own local communities --
that you will be involved in as you help build a strong civil society, and in the process; a more

- democratlc and caring commumty
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- All of the young peoplé here tdday s_hare an extraordinary opportunity to help shape the
future directions of your-countries. You are the next generation of leaders -- here in the United

' States, as well as in the new mdependent states. Thanks to these exchange programs, you are

leammg the lessons of democracy from each other in very real and lmmedlate ways.

You're learniing another valuable Iéssons as well. That while our nations are very
different in so n{any ways -- the challenges that young people face, whether they live in
Washmgton DC or Tashkent, Uzbeklstan <~ are really very similar. Issues like gun control, and
the importance of improving the educatlonal system, and women’s ri ghts -- are challenges that
we all face -- and that must be addressed through open debate, and local advacacy, by people of
all ages and backgrounds SR ,

I want to recognize some ot‘“ the partlclpants here today who are mvolved in the school
linkages program at Bethesda Chevy Chase (BCC) high school -- which has maintained a
- successful student exchange program with a high school in Moscow for more than ten years. I'm
glad that a student and a teacher from BCC are with us today
| , .
And I'm looking forward to‘ hearing from Shukha;rt Sadyrov -- a FLEX scholar who will _

- tell u_s about his experience here in lthe United States, and what it has meant to hjm.

Before I introduce Director ! Duffey, I want to thank each one of the students here today --
not only for what you have done ovier the past year in your host communities -- but for what you
will do in the years ahead, as you help lead your own countries toward greater democracy and
freedom. Let’s never forget how much we can learn from each other, and how important
- friendships are to building a better \Xvorld :

And now, it’s my pleétsure to int_roduce to the USIA Director J oe Duffey.

[After speaking program, HRC confi;ludes event. |

‘Thank you all very much. I'm sorry I haveto leave for New York now, but Ambassador
Morningstar and Joe Duffey are happy to stay and take your questions. -You are then invited to a
- . reception in the State Dining Room! Thank you so much for coming.
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All of the young people here today share an extraordmary opportumty to help shape the
future directions of your countries) You are the next generation of leaders -- here in the United

~ States, as well as in the new mdependent states. Thanks to these exchange programs, ‘you are
- learning the lessons of democracy from each other, in very real and lrrmledlate ways.

You’re learning another vzllluable lessons as well. That while our nations are very
different in so many ways -- the challenges that young people face, whether they live in

~ . Washington, DC or Tashkent, Uzbeklstan -- are really very similar. Issues like gun control, and -

the importance of improving the educational system, and women’s rights -- are challenges that

- we all face -- and that must be addressed through open debate and local advocacy, by people of
all ages and backgrounds l

-T'want to recognize some of the participants here today who are involved in the school
linkages program at Bethesda Chevy Chase (BCC) high school -- which has maintained a
successful student exchange program with a high school in Moscow for more than ten years. I'm
glad that a student and a teacher from BCC are with us today. ‘ ' N

And I’'m’looking forward to hearing from Shukhart Sadyrov -- a FLEX scholar who will
tell us about his experience here i m] the Umted States, and what it has meant to him..

. BefOre I intr‘oduc_e Dlrecton Duffey, I want to thank each one\ of the students here today --
not only for what you have done oyer the past year in your host communities -- but for what you
will do in the years ahead, as you help lead your own countries toward greater democracy and
freedom. Let’s never forget how thuch we can learn from each other and how important
friendships are to building a better|world. - E
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And now, it’s my pleesure Ito introduce to the USIA Directof J oe_Dul‘fey;

[Aﬁer speaklng program HRC concludes event ]
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‘ Morningstar and Joe Duffey are happy to stay and take your questions. You are then invited toa

reception in the State Dining Roonp Thank you so much for coming.
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