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THE WHITE HOUSE 
! , 
I Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate'Release . February 11, 1998 

I 
RE~SBYTHEFmSTLADY 

. I . 

IN B~FING ON MILLENNIUNI PROJECT 

The Map Room 

MRS. CLINTON: .Please!be seated, and welcome to the Map Room. Some ofyou have 
been here before for these briefing$, and I welcome you back. And to those ofyou who have 
not, I'm delighted you could join ~s. 

. I 

I started doing this I don't 1remember when, a few years ago, because I thought that there 
were some issues and activities at the White House or out in the country that could use some 
additional information and opport~nity for the press to learn about. And I've really enjoyed them 
and have been very pleased at the ipterest and continuing follow-up that they have produced. 

. I 

I 
But I don't think I've ever been more excited about any event -- or briefing, certainly -­

than the one we're about to have tbday, because this is the beginning of a multipronged effort on 
behalfof the prIorities that the Pre~ident has set for the commemoration and celebration of the 
millennium, under the theme of "h0nor the past and imagine the future. II We've been working 
very hard in the last month, ever si:nce the announcement was made at the Archives, to put some 
real substance on our goals and to provide ways· for many Americans to participate. 

i . 
So today we have with us ~ number.ofpeople who will not be speaking, but are here 

because of the role they played in hblping to prepare us for the kickoff of all of these activities. 
And I just want quickly to introdude them. First.let me introduce Ellen Lovell, who is the 
Director of the White House Milleriruum Council. Some of you may know Ellen from a previous 
incarnation as Senator Leahy's Chi~fof Staff and then as the Director of the President's 
Committee on Arts and Humanitid, which she supervised the writing ofa fabulous report about 

I 
where we needed to be going culturally in our country and, in it, had some excellent suggestions 
about how we could use the mille$ium to advance American culture and history and arts. So I 
immediately stole her and put her tq work on this, first on my staff and then in the newly created 
office about the millennium. ' 



"" I 

Dr. Sanjay Gupta is her assistant, and he is a White House Fellow, a neurosurgeon. I 
I 

figured we needed a lot of help. ~aughter.) And we are delighted to have had him assigned to' 
this effort for his commitment and pis knowledge. 

I 

You will be meeting and hJaring from, in a minute, Richard Moe, the President of the 
National Trust for Historic Presen;ation; and Rebecca Rimel, who is the President ofPew 
Charitable Trust. But they have with them some of the people who have. actually made this 
happen. I just want to acknowledg~ them: Elizabeth Wainger, is the Director of Communications 
for the National Trust; Ed Norton,lthe Vice President for Public Policy of the National Trust;" 
David Morris, the Director ofPubli~ Affairsfor Pew; Tracey Ziemer, who's a Special Assistant to 
the President at Pew. : 

I . 

And then one of the most Jxciting aspects ofwhat we're going to be doing tonight at the 
White House is that there have beerl a lot of firsts in the White House for the last 200 years. I 
was interested in learning that, for ~xample, all of us remember the extraordinary concert that 
Pablo CasaJes gave when the KennJdys were here. One of the reasons we remember that is it 
was the first concern ever broadca~t live from the White House. So it wasn't just something that 
happened that people then later rep6rted on. It was something that Americans could be part of 

1 
themselves. 

Well, tonight, we're going to have, thanks to the sponsorship of Sun Microsystems, Inc., 
a cybercast of the first White Hous~ lecture. And we'll hear more about that in a minute. But it 
is an hi~toric, an extraordinary first.": There's never bee~, obviously, anything like this done from 
the White House East Room before. But I'm very excited because, as you'll hear, we already 
have an enormous amount of interek People are going to be not only watching'it on downlinks 

" I 

at locations all over the country, bu~ will also be actually following it on their computers. 
,
i "" 

And with us are Greg Papaaopoulos and JohnLeahy from Sun Microsystems, Inc., and 
Rhonda Lee Thomas from the Exorlh.1m Group, who has worked with them in order to do all of 
the technical pieces that are necess~ry for something like this. 

I 
I 

Now, ever since -- I guess for the last several years, people have known that we were 
going to be celebrating something called the millennium. They weren't quite sure whether that 
meant 2000 or 2001. I think that dbcision has been made for easy reasons and commercial 
implications. It just seems like a better idea to do it in 2000. Some of the experts might argue 
and say that's not really when it ha~pens. But what we decided to do in sort of ty"pical fashion, is 

I 

we decided to start celebrating in '98 and go all the way through 2000, until New Year's Eve 
2001, to try to make it clear that this is a t~rn ofa century, it's a turn ofa millennium. But more 
than that, it's an opportunity for us t'o take stock ofwho we are as Americans, what we believe 
in, what we want to carry into the next century -- not only individually or through our families, 
but in our local communities and cdrtainlY as a nation. "' 

" I 

When the overall theme of the White House Millennium Program was chosen -- honor 
the past, imagine the future -- the P~esident wanted people to think about what gifts we would 
give to the future, to leave a legacyifor future generations. So we're inviting states and 
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I 
communities and nonprofit organizahons and federal agencies and individuals to do just that. 
.And there's already been a significaht outpouring from around the country of people who were 

I 

planning not only their own celebrat~ons, but what they might do that will have lasting value. 

i 
The significance of the year! 2000, though, is not only thai it marks the century and the 

millennium. It is the 200th anniver~ary ofthe White House, the 200th anniversary of the first 
meeting of Congress in .the new Cap,itol building, and the 200th anniversary of the Library of 
Congress. So we have these three rriajor institutions of our government, of our history, all 
celebrating bicentennials at the sam~ time. So it gives us a chance to really think about and 
highlight our democracy by using th~ White House, by using the Capitol, by using the Library of 
Co~gress. 

This is als~ a? international ievent. We s~ent s?m~ time. t~lking with the Blairs about the 
plans that Great Bntam has. You know, they're 1Ovest1Og 10 their 1Ofrastructure, they're 
renovating ·cuItural institutions, the~'re creating new-town greens and they are building the 
largest dome in the world in GreenWich .. But it's not only Great Britain, it's other countries, as 
well. And I think this is going to bJ kind of interesting and maybe even fun for Americans to 
follow.· And I know that many ofthF networks are going to be covering a lot of these events.· 

, 
Iceland, for example, is celebrating the 1000th anniversary ofLeifEricson's voyage to 

the new world. I know they're gatHering in some large plane at midnight on some day -­
. (laughter) -- I don't know. I may get to go. France will have a series ofsymposia all over the 

country and then ending, ofcourse, ias you might expect, with a grand celebration in Paris. 
Germany will host the World's Fair Expo 2000 in Hanover. So there are many of these kinds of 
activities -- and there's a very seriou~ effort underway to have an inter-faith event in Jerusalem, 
which I think many of the people I Ibow -- Christians, Jews and Muslims -- are spending an 
enormous amount of time and effort trying to plan and pull off. So we here in the United States 
have been thinking hard about what we will do. 

. I 

Now, we know that there will be many,people who are going to be celebrating the 
millennium in many different ways ahd there will be many. millennial products, I would assume. 
you'll be able to brush your teeth, Iisuspect, with millennia I toothpaste -- (laughter) --,or chew' 
millemiial chewing gum. But we wa!nted to try to do something that would involve as many 
Americans as possible and, by doin~ so, to honor the past arid imagine the future. 

I, 
So tonight we'll launch one pf our White House programs, Millennium Evenings at the 

White House. These are lectures ana cultural events that will showcase our founders -- as we 
will do tonight -- some of our great ithinkers and visionaries, some of the ideas that have really 
made not only America, but the world, what it is today at the end of this millennium. 

We begin the Millennium Eyenings tonight with a great American historian. We 
surveyed American historians and orie name kept coming back, that ifwe were going to start 
with a historian --which is what we !wanted to do -- we should choose Professor Emeritus at 
Harvard University, Bernard Bailyn. i He's viewed as a· creative force, an original researcher, an 
elegant writer. He's won Pulitzer Ppzes, Bancroft Prizes. His book, "Ideological Origins of the 



, f 

American Revolution, II probably did tnore to make it clear what was going on, what was the 
atmosphere that created these ideas that these extraordinary people were able to draw on. And 
he went back and read the pamphlet~ and other writings that Americans were reading, starting in 
the 1740s. i 

I 

He also became convinced that it wasn't just the great men ofhistory, but it was the 

average American who made a diffetence. And he conducted a very long study ofwho the 

Americans were, where they came f~om, by studying the patterns of immigration of the 18th 

century. Those ofyou who are able to attend the lecture tonight I think will find him very 

provocative and I hope give us all simething to think about, about who we are. . 


The second Millennium Eveping will be March 6th, when' Professor Stephen Hawking, 

the world renowned physicist from <j:amb~dge University, will lecture in the East Room on 

Creativity and Science in the 21 st Century. I don't know if any ofyou' have ever actually seen 

Stephen Hawking lecture -:-- or ifyou! read his book, liThe History ofTime, II which is the best 

selling science book ofall time -- bu:t you might remember, ifyou have seen him, that he is 

completely paralyzed. He speaks thrbugh a computer generated voice, and he gives the most 

amazing lectures and answers questitns in ways that arejust beyond imagination. 


Now, tonight's lecture will ~e heard and discussed at 110' colleges in 40 states via 

satellite. It is cosponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities, with support from 

the. Howard Gilman Foundation andl Sun Microsystems. Tonight features the first cybercast 

from the :White House, so that Interriet users all over the United States and the world will see and 

hear the lecture, and they will be sedding us questions. So some of the questions that will be 

asked ofProfessor Bailyn will not ju~t come from the audience that's' in the East Room, but will 

come via the Internet from anyone ~ho wishes to ask one. 


,, 
. I hope that in.the next threeiyears we'll have an extraordinary. series of these Millennium 

;Evenings. 'Onewill be New, Master$ for the New Millennium, which we.are pro'ducing in 
. cooperation with ..the Kennedy Center, which wilhhowcase,existingwell-known . masters with .'. 

young up and coming talent andgivJ us an idea ofwhere we're going. 
! 

I 
Now, in addition to the Millennium Evenings, which we kick off tonight, I wanted to 


unveil in greater detail what the Pre~ident referred to in the State of the Union. And that's our 

I 

effort to save America's treasures. T;he President's fiscal '99 budget includes funds for the 
National Archives to re-encase the Declaration ofIndependence, the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, all ofwhich are endaqgefed.l· . 

I 
I 

I had not realized how much at risk so many of our most· important documents, 

monuments and other historical patrimony happen to be. But I started looking into it last spring 

.and I was shocked at what I found. iWe are, I think as the President mentioned, at risk oflosing 

the Star-Spangled Banner. But we nave -- we're on the way, I hope, to salvaging that. You. 

know, the flag that flew over Fort McHenry and inspired Francis Scott Key's poem that became 

our national anthem. That's the highest priority millennium project at the Smithsonian. 


I . . 



! 

1 

But it's not just in Washingt~n, not just at our Archives or at the Smithsonian that we are . 
faced with pending losses. Large numbers ofartifacts at Gettysburg Battlefield are 
undocumented and disintegrating fot lack of proper storage. Thomas Edison's laboratory and 
hou.se in 

. 
New Jersey -- the father 

. 
oftnodem science -- are in dire condition. 

I . 
Our prehistoric 

sites, particularly places like Mesa Vjerde, are disintegrating because they are not properly 
preserved. Many of the films, photographs and historic recordings that document the 20th 
century are deteriorating and have tol be transferred to more stable condition. We have 80 million 
brittle books in libraries and other c~llectionsthat are at risk of not making it into the next 
century. . I 

We can't save everything, wb know that. So we're going to have to prioritize. And 
that's why the President proposed a tnillennium fund -- $50 million in each .of the next two fiscal 
years to stimulate a national effort Je're calling, Save America's Treasures. The fund would be 
administered through the Department of the Interior; half would be allocated for the most urgent 
preservation projects of regional and!national significance; half would go to the states through the 

. divisions of historic . 
preservation. 

I . 

But there will also be a par~lel private effort, which we actually believe will raise more 

money than the federal share. And that will be administered and run by the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation. There will be ia high level advisory committee that I've already begun to 

speaking ,people. And Dick Moe, w&o you'll hear from ina minute, has also reached Qut to 

people who are very excited about ~eing part of this . 
. 

So we think thepublic-priv~te partnership will enable us to involve literally millions and 

millions ofAmericans, from schOoL?hildren to corporate executives. 


I 

. Now I'd like to 'askRichard ;Moe, who's the President of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, .to explain to.us why weare undertaking this effort, and to talk about the trust's role· 
in the partnership with the federal g6vemment. 

I . , 
MR. MOE:· Thank you very much. First of all, I want to commend the First Lady and 

. I 

the President for making our heritl3.ge the focus of this millennium program. It's very appropriate 

that on the· eve of a new century tha~ we recognize our heritage· and try to find ways to preserve 

it and use it for the future. ! 


. We in the preservation movement are enormously excited about this. I was telling the 
First Lady before we cam.e in, we haa a board meeting in Savannah last week and people are 
already eager to participate in this, Jnd there are literally thousands of preservationists allover 
the country who are trying to find w~ys, who want to find ways to participate in this. ' 

In iny view, I think this program has the potential to be the single most significant 

• 
public/private effort to preserve ~eri·ca's heritage in the nation's history, As itls been designed 
and scoped out by the First Lady and others, this is designed to reach out and involve all kinds of 
people in all kinds ofways. !. 

I 
I 
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Let me just say a word abou~ what the National Trust is and how we hope to participate. 
The National Trust was chartered by :the Congress nearly 50 years ago to be the nation's leading 
private historic preservation organization. While we have received federal funds from time to 
time,. we are essentially a private orgdnization. . And we hold historic sites all over the country, 
like Decatur House across the street,! the Woodrow Wilson House, James Madison's Montpelier 
in Virginia and others all over the corlntry. But we're also very programmatic, and through our 

,",' 	 loan funds and our grants and region~l offices and a myriad of programs, we try to help and work 
with state and local organizations, and individuals, to save America's heritage. That's the 
business that we're in. And one of t~e tools that we use most effectively is every year we issue a 
list of the 11 most endangered historic sites in America. And there is so much competition to 
get on 'this list, because America's he~tage really is .at risk. 

The National Trust is very pl~ased to have been asked by the First Lady to help translate 
the vision of the millennium program I into reality. And our role will really be twofold: to 
coordinate a public education campaign; and to coordinate the private committee that she 
mentioned, that will direct funds to t~e most urgent . preservation needs identified at both. the 
national level and in the states.' ! 

i 
The millennium program aim1s to keep our history alive -- and it's not just the landmark 

I 	 . 

I' 
buildings and documents that tell the; stories of the famous, but also the streets in the older 
neighborhoods that are a part ofevery community in America. We owe it to our children and our 
grandchildren to pass on this legacy -~ because, unfortunately, too much ofour legacy ends up at 
the landfill. There is really an urgentlneed here. So much ofour heritage is at risk -- whether it's 
buildings or battlefields or landmarkJ, as well as documents and,artifacts and other objects that 

. are also a significant part of our histofy and that express who we are as a people. These places 
and objects are being lost every single day. . 

. . 	 I 
..~ So the millennium program Gomes at just exactly. the . right- time. There are simply not 

.. enough public-.£unds to.address all ofthese. needs. The millennium.prograrn.can..helpto mobilize 
. the .resourcesand·the. public'attentiob that-are-necessary to make_/America~s.past:aliving part of . 

its present, and toJeave a meaningfuj legacyfor the future. 

The strength of the millenniu'm program, and I think the genius of it, is that it reaches out 
to all Americans -- from all walks ofllife, all backgrounds, all parts' of the country -- to join . 
together in creative and really energetic ways to save our heritage. And. we all have a stake in 
that heritage. The public and private Isector simply must join together to ensure that it is passed 
on to the next generation.! . 

, 

The millennium program rerrllnds us not to take our heritage for granted. We have so 
much as a nation to be proud of and,! yet, so much ofour heritage is at risk. Some of these places 
and artifacts are in our national parks, some are in state parks, some are in private hands; but 
many of them are in serious trouble. ; These include the places that tell the story of the very 

• 
earliest Americans, such as the First Lady mentioned at Mesa Verde, Chaco Canyon and other 
prehistoric sites; the places where AJericans fought and died, the Civil War battlefields, the USS 
Constellation in Baltimore; the placef that celebrate American inventiveness, such as ~he Thomas . 

I . 	 • 
! 




I 
I 

Edison Factory in New Jersey, where more than half of Edison's inventions were developed; the 
places where the struggle for civil rights and equality were waged, like Central High School in . 
Little Rock, Arkansas; and the places that tell the story of the diverse people and cultures .that 
really are America. I . . . . 

. . I' 
I just can't emphasize enough how important it is to . have the direct involvement of the 

First Lady in this effort. I've discussea this program with her. I know how deeply she feels about 
it, how committed she is to it. And aul of us who care about preserving our heritage are deeply in 
your debt for your leadership and you~ commitment to this millennium program. . 

I 

The First Lady has challengedi Americans to honor our past as we imagine the future. 
We are confident that Americans are ~oing to accept this challenge as an opportunity to build a 
better nation for the next century, and: we're very honored to be a part of this effort. Thank you. 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we douldn't do it without the extraordinary work that YOU'and 
the trust have done: Rebecca. Rimel;" ~ho is president and CEO of the Pew.Charitable Trust, 
which·is headquartered in PhiladelphiJ, will be telling lis today about, a great gift that.Pew is, . 
making, and we hope will· spur other f$undations, other corporations, other philanthropists, every 
American to follow suit. 

Rebecca. 
! 

MS. RIMEL: Thank you. .AJd I echo our appreciation. on behalf ofall Americans for 
your leadership. Life is about milestohes and all ofus have those. One that immediately comes 
to mind is turning 50, not that any ofts would know what that's like. (Laughter.) We all 
experience it in different ways. For soine of us, it brings a sense of celebration; we celebrate it. 

....For others, we . might dread it ~. But.orie thing.is forcertain"when.thaHittlecletter comes from the 
:AARP -..:;(laughter) -- you know it's a ~ure thing. 

! 
, 

As with the millennium'and as;with-50th anniversaries,' it· provides' atime to look back. 
It provides a time for reflection. Itprbvides a time for us to count all ofour blessings. And it 
also provides a time:for us to reassesslour accomplishments and our priorities and our'values, 
But anniversary celebrations are also about looking forward. It's a chance to reaffirm our 
commitments, our private commitmerits and our public ones. It's.a chance to reassess'how we're 
going to use our talent, our time and oGr treasures to try and achieve our individual goals and our 
collective goals fo~ a brighter and bett~er tomorrow. ' 

I, 

i
Well, that's exactly what we've been about at the Pew Trust over the last two years, 

because this year is our 50th birthday.: And we, like all Americans, have a lot of blessings to 
count. We live in a strong and healthy! and vibrant and free democracy. We live in a society that 

I . . 

supports innovation, entrepreneurship! aspiration, creativity. And we also live in a place that 
values freedom of speech as well as fr~edom of action, and protects it. In fact, we also live in a 

• 
country that values volunteerism, phil~nthropy, civic virtue, the habits of a democratic court, and 
also an active independent sector with~ut which organizations like mine wouldn't exist. . 

. I 

I 
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I . 

I . .' 

Our trust founders, the women and men that gave us .our resources, had very strong 
convictions and very strong values. Fitst and foremost, they believed that every American, 
including themselves, had a strong motal obligation to give back. We also had a strong . 
obligation to protect the freedoms and (the foundations on which this great experiment in 
democracy is built. They, like many people of their generation, reminded us often through their 
word and their deed that the privilege bfcitizenship does carry with it certain rights, but it 
carries a very long list of responsibilitids -- individual and collective responsibilities for the social 
good., I· .. 

So it's in celebration and with ~normous pride in America's past,and. also great faith in 
its promise, that the Pew Charitable Ttust has launched a series of projects to really protect our 
most important national icons. We're 40ing this as part of renewing our Pledge ofAllegiance, if 
you will, and showing our love and affection for all that makes this great country so special. 

Our commitments began with the rebuilding of a new· Liberty Bell Pavilion-in 
Philadelphia and,the restoration of argJably America's most important arid historic square mile, 

1 . 

Independence Park. We're doing this in collaboration with the city; the state ,of, Pennsylvania; . 
1 

private donors, the National.Park Service and others.' And as we prepare, for. the millennium,. 
we're delighted today to' announce partnerships beyond that for the, restoration and protection of 

1 

our most important touchstones as Am'ericans.--the Charters of 'Freedom, as the-FirstLady·said:.: 
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, ana the Declaration ofIndependence,and the Star-Spangled . 

. 1 

Banner. , 
1 

In coiIaboration with the Nati~nal Archives, our federal partner will be providing the.,. I 

remaining:$800,OOO to the Archives fot prototyping and research for new encasements for our 
founding documents. We're doing thi~ to make sure that they're protected for public viewing for 
generations to come. And I'm delightea today to announce for the Star-Spangled Banner, . 

1 

arguably the most important. symbol of American freedom here and around the globe, that the 
,.Trust will be providing $5 million for the restoration. of the flag. We do . this with great pride and 
·as.a way' ofgiving back to a country th~t's given.each.ofus so much. . 

1 

Buttheworkis not.over. Forltheflag project an 'additionaL$ll~million;is;needed. Five r 

additional million will go ' for endowment, another $5 for interpretation and education and a new 
appropriate home within the Smithsoni~n. So we need a lot of partners. We need public sector 

1 

partners. We need private partners .. \}'e need individuals and institutions to step up tothe plate, 
to dig deep in their pockets, because t~is challenge is ours. We've never been in a better position 
as a country to take on this mandate. : 

1 

But then partnership is what his all about, isn't it? Caring and sharing is what being 
American is all about -- joining hands io help one another; holding firm in our commitments and 
our beliefs; standing tall and strong unaer adversity; and, most of all, I believe, exercising wise 
stewardship, strong but compassionate! leadership and grace as we face the future. 

Thank you very much. 
1 

• 
:MRS. CLINTON: Thank youiso much, Rebecca. And I'm just thrilled with these major 

commitments, and particularly the commitments to the Archives and to the Smithsonian for the 
Star-Spangled Banner. And I thinkth~t that in and of itself -­

I, 
i 



1, 

Q Why does that take $5 miilion? 
I, 
I 

MRS. CLINTON: It takes -- as Rebecca said, it's going to take $13 miliion altogether, 
Helen; but the $5 million is for the restoration itself Do you want to explain that? 

I . 
. i 

MS'. RIMEL: First ofall, it's ijuge, as you know. It can't be moved out of the building 
for a whole range of reasons -- security and the like. It has to be taken down very carefully, kept 
flat, and then a whole restoration labodltory has to be built around the flag. And in fact the 
people that donated the flag had only o:ne criterion -- that the flag could never be out ofview 
from the public. . I . 

I ' ' 
So you're going to be able to slee the flag as it is painstakingly restored. People are 

going to have to lie on their stomachs pn large, ifyou will, scaffolding; as they painstakingly 
clean each fiber and restore it. So you'll be able to ,sit and watch, and hear interpretation, and 
you'll be able to understand the history of the {Jag. Children will love it.. Probabiy adults will be 
mesmerized. (Laughter:) , 

. Then it goes backup and the largest piece ofglass that· has ever been made is going to . 

, 
. be madefor this to go over .the' flag. tolprotect it. It wilLhave a Jot: ofeducationaL materials,. 
obviously interpretative materials for s9hool children and adults, and clearly for those on the 
Internet as well. And then $5 million, !as I mentioned, is for endowment, to make sure that it is 
preserved for the next millennium. .I 

I ' 
, 

Q When will that start and hbw long will that take? 
I 
I 
i 

.' MS. RIMEL: They're estimating three years for the project, and it will start,. I assume, 
.,. . , once they know'about this:announce~ent,:whichtheydo tpday, rightaway.--though.lwantto~ 

, ~" reemphasize that $5 additional million' before' they: can' actually; get underway is, required., ',And, we 
. :'are very hopeful, ·andactually have.:strhcturedourpledge as a:challenge. to~the American people, 

. to say;:,this is, the 'first.$5lmillionwe ncled.. We; need $5 million more._,:And:.:,wouldn't: it'be 
fabulous ifwe got that right away. ! . . 

I 

I 
MRS. CLINTON: And one of the things we're going to try to work out is where people 

can make their contributions, I think that that could come to the Trust. ' 
I 
! 

MR. MOE: Yes, indeed, (La~ghter.) 

. I 
MRS. CLINTON: So part ofiwhat we're hoping-- if you've ever tried to give the 

federal government money, you know ,t's very difficult. They will take it, but you can't -- they'll 
take it if it goes to the IRS, but if you're trying to' give it to the flag you have to find the 
foundation that the Park Service hasot the Smithsonian has, whatever. But anyone who reads 

I, . 

• 
what you say or hears what you say, they can make a contribution to the Trust. You know, Bill 
and I are going to make a contributio~, and we hope every American will make a contribution, 
so that we can certainly take care ofwpat needs to be taken care ofwith the Star-Spangled 

iBanner. 
i 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I, 
I 

I 
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But what does that mean? We Ihave to respect the diversity that makes us who we are. 
We have to be willing, as the President Ihas urged us,. to be honest about racial issues and the 
unfinished business of race in this countf)'. But I'sense that we are really making progress 
together on that as a nation. : 

So how do we define ourselves' as Americans for the next century? We've always 
defined ourselves based on shared ideasl common values, and our history, our common 
experience. But that is often in danger:ofbeing forgotten with the kind of instantaneous 
pressure of the Information Age. And Js I travel around to university campuses, as I talk to 
professors, one of their biggest concerrts is that so many of our young people have such a limited 
understanding ofhow we got to where ~e are and what our history is. So we're hoping to really 
contribute to what I think is a national fonversation about the meaning ofbeing an American. 

I 
And I'm very excited by it. I think it has extraordinary potential for knitting us together 

as a nation as'we movefor.ward.! And ~hatis,probably our biggest remaining challenge -- to 
bring everybody. into the;American,exp~rience,:to give everybody· a chan.ce;toJ~et..that they are: . 
part of this. great ·adventure;.;and,move: .,}vith confidence.,into this?future:th~t; ~ie~~escribed while, , 
honoring and .takingcare o£the:past, :w:hich;Dicbind;Rebecca,have:so(elbquentlyispoken. to: . . " I '. ' . ' . - " ';", ", ~. "'" \; :;, 

So I'd be glad to answer any questions, as'would any of the other partiCipants, 
I 

Q Mrs. Clinton, this may seeth like an obvious question, but why do all of these good 
I 

things to.celebrate the millennium? In asecular nation isn't the year 2000 a little like the car 
odometer turning over?! . 

I 
MRS, CLINTON: Well, I think that that is a fair question, but I think that it's an event 

,., in;history' that is going-to~ :be~marked, I1mean)t's:not. something:that'we made up; that:there has 

" been 'an ,increasingjnterest'injt~and :iLwill be 'marked: by. big,,: parties; in Times·,Square:and people 

" ; flying to try,to:be on:the.~datelinewhen!the.millenniumchanges. : Butit-also gives us a 


. " ....··,framework in,which 'to·.think:~abouLthese larger issues:" And . certainly ".some may.attribute 
'religious· meaning . and-significance ,to .it, : but. I ; think:others see itas"a, way;ofdooking; back ,and 

saying, where were' we as human being~ a thousand years ago? 'Wherewere:we as Americans 
200 years ago? What have we learned ip this human journey we've been on? What have we 
learned as Americans? I 

, I 
, 

So I think there will be, whether we did anything here at the White House or not, an 
extraordinary amount ofattention paid Ito this passage, so I think it gives us a good reason to try 
to seize this opportunity to talk in more American terms about where we've been and were we're 
going as a nation. ! 

I 

I 
Q Have you looked back aLall to what happened a hundred years ago and made any 

j~dgments ifyou have? I 

• I 
I 
i 
I 



...,; .,,' 'r " 

I 

, I, 

, But that gives you an idea ofhlw complicated and expensive and time consuming a lot 
of this preservation work is. The persdn-hours required to do that is just overwhelming. ' 

, , " 'I" , " ., , 
Before we get to other questions, which I want to in a minute, I want to be sure to call 

on Greg Papadopoulos, representing S~n, because, as some ofyou may know, I'm not very 
computer literate, sort of putting it mildly. But I've been sort of picking up some of the 
language, trying to sound a little more ~nowledgeable than I actually am. So I know about 
surfing. (Laughter.) 

But now there is a new word tHat I've had to learn because ofwhat Sun has done, and 
that's "streaming," which I have no ided what it means. (Laughter.) So would you 'tell us what it 
is you're doing in the East Room tonigHt. " ' , , 

1 

MR. PAPADOPOULOS: Okay, all right, I'll try to keep this intelligible. That is so cool. 
(Laughter.) This'is not going, to sound!nearly as neat as -- (laughter)., But what I'd like to do is 
really things: give you an overview, kina of reiterate what is going to happen'at a high level; try,", 
to get into a little bit about how we're dulling this all off; and then, ifI can sort of extrapo'late' to 
the future, because !think there is something- really very exciting ..thatthis, all represents; 

, So first, what's happening, as ylu know, Sun Microsystemswill broadcast thele'cture 
live from the East Room. And there re~lly are their two ways that people will experience it. ,It, will be through satellite downlink, as yoh've heard, through universities anq junior colleges. And, 
that's all around the country. But the's~cond waywill be where really individuals or small groups 
can get together and listen directly via tfue Internet. And for this experience, really people can be ' 
anywhere, and that's just not here; it cah be anywhere around the globe. You can be at home. 
You can be at school, at libraries. IfY9u're in my-hometown ofPalo Alto, you cart go into City 

, , HalLand get onto a free public Internetterminal : and do it that way. 
I 

,',. But the thing ,thatisreally, cooLlabout thatis'not ,just;. thatcthis .isi,the:~way,;that:.you .'can 
, " ; experience it,' buHthen you can ,;--thereJre, two,thingsaboutiL ::You;caminteract::with;'it;;and we'll 

, also, be ,archiving it. ',And I think it's actJally the ,second part that .is·jthe most interesting,: because 
it really gets archived instantly and you can view it at any time. 

For the interactive part, people Iwill be able to send in e-mail questions. And then as this 
lecture series progresses, we'll have more advanced sort of interactive chat that can go on, and 

,really get sort of discussion that goes od at the same time. And those sessions are open to 
everyone. I mean, it's really grass-roots Iparticipation in these kinds of events. , 

As far as the archiving side is c~ncerned, the lectures in their entirety wi Ii be immediately 
available on the Web, but they also bec6me part of this sort of universally accessible cultural 

,history. We're publishing, and that's, ~- ~ou have to really', understand that it's not just the event, 
but the event is happening and being published atthe same time. You can appreciate that; that's, 

• 
sort of publishing history as it happens. And I'll get more on that in a second . 



' ,'''I "":. 

I 
I 

I 

Let me give you some of the 'teJhnical details, And if you want to follow up with 
questions, that's fine, The live video fe~d will come from standard four-camera setup in the East 
Room, and then these will be satellite uplinked, 'and then downIinked in the traditional satellite 
way that you all are familiar with, But tr\'o of downlink sites will be very special sites, There will 
be a site in Dallas, Texas, and another s~te in Cupertino, California, And what these sites will do 
is take the live video feed from the satellite downlinks, and they will broadcast them, publish 
them to the Web. 'I 

I 

I 


, And this is where the streaming technology comes in, because what you need to do is to 
convert the video from the professional broadcast video you get from satellite into a format that 
people· can view on the Web, which is a lot -- you know, in variable bit rates. We'll actually be 
running it at several quality levels. Andl remember, we'll be recording it at the same time. 

t 
So basically, these two sites -- the Dallas site is provided by Alidionet, and they will 

publish in what's called.the Real Netwotks video format. And the Cupertino site is provided by 
GTS, and they'll, publishiin a Java-implebented format. , ' 

I 

i " 
But between the two, we'll be able to support for this first lecture about 10,000 viewers'. 

, And I'll just note that all of this is beinglserved off of Sun computers at these sites, -and; just as a 
footnote, that Sun really was responsible for building the backbone of the Internet, and most of 
the Internet is served from Sun computbrs. , 
 I 


I 


But all of this technology really 1isn't important to people accessing it, because you don't 
want to have to know any of this to make this work, believe me. It's hard for us; it's really, really 
simple for people who want to get to it. IYou Just point your Web browser at either the White 
House home page, the Millennium Project home page, or Sun's home page. And I can give you 
those URLs ifyou want them. ! ' 

, ....-; :There:isabsolutelynosoftwarelyou-~eedto.install.;It':,ill:come up. You'ILsee the. ' 
, c" :Millenmum banner .. You'll .see ,Professor,Badyn.and the-transcnpts;.of; you: can hear ..the:audto as 

it goes-on. And you'll also.be able to :sJnd e-mail from any-oftheseihome pages. So ifyou can 
use the Web at all, you can participate iA this event. 

, I 

"I ' 
How many does that include here? Okay. 

. I ' 
I 

So much for the details. I'd like to close with a little bit of speculation, and pardon me if 
I get a little passionate about this. I thihk this is really very cool. (Laughter.) I learned the , 
distinction between pre-history and hist<i>ry -- in high school, I think is where I learned this -- is 
what's recorded. And until very recently, what we recorded was really very highly' selective and 
it had really precious little to do with the context of the individuals at the time that we did that. 
And recordings as artifacts -- whether ~ou write them down, right -- were really difficult to 
replicate and would fade and deterioratJ over time, as we know. And so, really, historically 

• 
recording has been very expensive. It's been selective. And it's been fragile, 

http:the-transcnpts;.of


And where we are now, I think tChnOIOgiCallY ~nabled now -- this is our -- you know, 
the information era is something very prbfound. That both reporting and publishing about 
anything has become really cheap to do.1 It's durable. It's pervasive. And I think it's . 
fundamentally democratic. Anybody can, do it. So we can not only record what we like, but 
anybody anywhere can publish their co~ments. And I think that's a very rich context for the 
individual to capture history. t .'. . 

And then really it's this.foundation ofdigital computing and the communication 
revolution; it's funqamentally that as ev~rything comes digital -- from text, video pictures, audio 
-- as recorded it really has an indefinite life, because you can copy digital. Once it's out on the 
Net, too, 'you can'ttake it back. So it's there. 

'1 

. i. 


I would say that it's hard tl) know you're in the middle ofa revolution when you're 
experiencing it, but I think this is a wat~rshed. And my bet is that .historians in the next 
millennium will: really.look,back at sort bf our. mOment.in time as the beginning'of, .. ifyou will, 
digital history;'that 'really~where'a' generdtion's . legacy doesn't. fog'or diffuse'over time;. . 

. . I 
I . 

I'djusHike:to:thankthe:millennium project: and Mrs: Clinton for·-- this is really very I 
progressive: I'm:very excited 'about it. (Laughter:) But I really think we'are!contributinga 
legacy here, and it will be one that a thoilisand years from now people' are going to be able to look' 
~. I · ' .. 

. , '.Il\1RS. CLINTON: Well, thank you, Gregg. And I don't understand half, if 
three-quarters ofwhat you're saying, but I am thrilled -- (laughter) -- because my daughter

I 

understands it and many people in the 'Yhite House understand it. But more importantly, it \S 
the signature ofwhat we're going to be doing as we move into the next century. 
. . I. . . 

'. . " . '. :' So I.would just: conclude:and. th'en.ask.you for· questions, that 'part of the real·impetus for 
.. : us to. do .this -- and '1 think you';gota flayoLofit from ,everything.that :has beemsaid-- .is-that here 

"we are at :atimein.our ,history where.our,economy is;strong, ~we're ;thel,undisputed leader:ofthe 
'.world by nearly any measurement you dn imagine,.we seem,tobe,movingout ofthe:kind.of . 

... 'divisiveness and pessimism-that marked[previous years that really you·could.say that ·;ifit,was not 

begun by, it certainly was accelerated bylPresident Kennedy's assassination, by Bobby Kennedy's 

and Dr. King's assassinations, by our inyolvement in Vietnam, by Watergate, by the kind of . 

intense shocks to the system that our country experienced. We are regaining our confidence. 

We are looking to the future. And it is Ian extraordinarily rich time to take stock ofwho we are 

as Americans. 


Because during the last 30 years, certainly, there's been a tendency for people to . 

withdraw, to become· more connected bt identity in ways that might not be directly related to 

being. part of the American experience, hut more connected to a more separatist kind. of view of 

who they were and how they define therbselves. And I've sensed as I travel around the country, 


• 
as I talk with people, that there's a great yearning to be Americans again -- not hyphenated 
Americans, but Aniericans. I 

I 

http:ofthe:kind.of
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MRS. CLINTON: I'd like Dick :tot~lk about that, too, and Rebecca as well. Yes, we 
have. We've looked back 100 years, wejve looked back 200 years, we've looked back 1,000 
years. In fact, I think--:- I'm hoping that ;one ofour Millennium Evenings will be a discussion by 
scholars about what was going on 1,000 Iyears ago. We weren't around as a nation, but many 
interesting actions, including LeifEriksdn, who I do think got here -- (laughter) -- spoken like a 
true Scandinavian. (Laughter.) So we dp want to look at that. . 

But I think you've heard the pretdentspeak a number of times about how he's ruminated 
over the comparisons with the turn of tHe last century, and there are striking comparisons. And . 

· I'm not an historian or scholar in this, bJt certainly, based on my own reading and conversations, 
you have this rather significant move frofu the agricultural to the Industrial Age. I mean, it has 
been gaining steam and it had been affedting people's lives, but certainly straddling that century 
change between the 1800s to the 19008 rbade it very clear that we were moving into a different. 
age. And people. were. dislocated;. they *ere confused, they were caught in transitions.that were 
bigger than themselves. I Transportation.fuegan .changing.; You had the move from thevery solid;:' 
regulated train·to;,the.beginning. ofthe.: aJtomobile..age, .where people could do.anything,they;;.: .: : 

· wanted .. I! mean~·~ think.of:the difference. ~hat that made in how people saw themselves: r :: . ' .. 
. I . 

I . 
. So you ,had economic ·changes;·YouhadpoliticaLchanges.: . Many people. point to·J'eddy· .. 

Roosevelt:as straddling that time, and I think that's a very fair description because he understood" 
that we couldn't continue to do business: as we had, that we had to be worried about the 
concentration ofpower, we had to be worried about the environment. You had these immense 

· social changes -- the immigrant movemcints were the most obvious of that, butthe rise of 
progressive movements against child la~or, against other kinds ofmisuses of power. So there 
was a lot ofvery good, rich happenings there that I think we should look back and considec 

. But let me:askDick if he wants 10 comment on that. 
I 
i 

MR.:MOE:.;Well,;no; l.think th~t's right. J'm:not 'an' expert:inJhis area,.butI think it's 
·~clear that we have'celebrated"'different~ilestonesjn' the;history,of thiscountry.in· different ways, 

. whether. through:expositionsor.differentlkinds ofcelebrations. But£think it~s;important to keep 
in mind that we're still a relatively young country and we're still ;making this!up, as we go along. 
And I can't agree enough with what you 'said about the opportunity that the millennium presents 
because this really is a moment and a tite when change· . 

(End of~ide one ofl.pe). .1 
(Begin side two, same speaker in progress) -­

-- try to preserve those' things that refleJ the best ofour past so that they can serve us in the 
future. !. 

I 
I 

• 
David McCullough, the historiab and a trustee of ours, is fond ofsaying that America is 

in danger ofbecoming an historically illi~erate country. And unfortunately, that's true. There are 
a lot ofthings contributing to it. This millennium project is an opportunity to bring history alive I . . 

i 

,I 

http:thiscountry.in


"-j. 

I 
I 

I 


to Americans all over the country in wayl that have great significance and that will serve future 

. generatio'ns as well. So that's really the b~lliance I think of this millennium project, is that it takes' 


advantage ofa coincidence on the calendar to really cause us to reflect, to preserve and to look 

forward at the same time. I . 
. MS. RIMEL: -- to say that we share a David McCullough comment on the board of 
Monticello, Mr. Jefferson's home, and onte a year we have the privilege ofdining where he·did, 
And that really does provide the context [IOf how young a nation we are. And I remember David 
saying,that it's times like this, when we're blessed with so much, that other countries and other 
men and women have built cathedrals. And it will be interesting to ask ourselves what cathedral 

I 

did we build when we were so blessed. Was it a quality education for every child, access to 
health care, to deal with some ofour tou~hest problems be they conversations and resolutions. 
about race or other matters. : ' 

. . I ' . 
But it does seem:to'me that'we use these events both to lookback-and to:lookforward:: 

I'm often reminded also of conversations(with myown.board -- the membersoffamily .. ·And they· 
sit for Iifeterms; and.manyrofthem,.severklofthem have. been there. for now,50 years .. ·Andwhen': 
we're dealing ,.witha 'contemporarY' issue~land they'II·look-sort·:of at the iportraits~ofthe'founders ,;.," , 
and say, gee, what·would:they:havedon~ in these.circumstances . .The 'Iongest-standing,memberc 
of our board says, they wouldn't have as~ed us this question, they would say, we have good·· 
minds, we have good intentions and we bught to do the best with the resources we have so that 
we really can be wise stewards for the future. 

I 


So I think in looking back it doek prepare us. I think we do use, to your question, dates 

and times and events to make us stop antl pause and think about how we want to be better than 


. I . 

we might be had we not --' I 

Q ,.:Mrs:,Clinton,:how'doyou ttiink the.Presidentis,bearingjup underithe present .current 

.history and ·headlines? . I. . 


MRS: CLINTON: . I think he's dfing very well, Helen. 

Q Is it hard? I 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, he's working on a lot ofve~ important things and ~t's no secret 
that he's spending a lot of time talking w'ith leaders around the world and consulting with his 
political and diplomatic and military advi~ors about the situation in Iraq. And that's the primary 
thing on his mind right now, That's whit I see him spending his time ori and worrying about. 

Q Are you surprised, gratified perhaps, at the public response to this situation? 

MRS, CLINTON: No, Bill, I think, for some of the reasons that we've just been talking 

• 
about, Americans are very satisfied aboJt what' has been happening in the country in the last five 
years. And there's good reason, there's ~vidence for them to be 'satisfied, which I think is what 
you're referring to. I. ' . 

I 
I 
I 
I 



I" ' 
". '. 

'i. I 

I 

Ifwe just sort of scroll back and ~hink about the circumstances when the President took 
office and the way we were viewed aroubd the world, with our huge deficit, we were being 
criticized and made fun ofby many ofout friends and allies because we seemed not to be able to 
get our financial house in order. We'd s~en many people make loud speeches about doing 
something to decrease the crime rate, but it kept going up. The welfare system was everybody's 
favorite whipping boy, butwe didn't get Jny progress in helping people get offdependency or ' 
getting them the child care and the healtH care they needed. Our education system was under a 
lot of challenge. I think that you can certainly go back arid look at how many, many Americans 
felt about :their prospects individually andl about our prospects as a country. 

I ' 
I 

And I think that for a number of ~easons, but principal among them, not only what my 
husband has accomplished as President, but the way in which· he has done it -- his constant 
optimism, his good humor in the face of ~xtraordinary challenges and obstacles, his willingness 

. to·continue.to reach out and.work:with people who'had':verystrong opposition·-- hadmade;very· 
I 

strong opposition,to,himhasr.sentasignai to the American people aboutwhat is important. AndJ; 
think that it's' an inspiration to me, persorlally,;to see my husband' getup,every ,day ,and do;the.~ 
work he was elected to do;andibe'focuse;d' :oritrying to continue thework.he:has,begun:on the" ' , 
budget. And we now:have:forthe,first time in years an opportunity to address issues' -.that,we: 
couldn't put on the national agenda becaJse ofall the other difficulties we had -- principally, 
budgetarily. 

I think that it's been my experience just growing up' in America and being privileged to 
travel to every part of the country that kericans are smart, fair-minded, savvy people, and I 
think that they see things for what they ~re and they draw their own conclusions, and they know 

t 

the evidence of their own experience, and they are satisfied that life is better, our country is 
',stronger;:and' we're in 'a good ',position to:: go: into the next century., ,~And ,those are ; some' of the, 

. reasons why I think you're seeing the responses,that you. referred,to. 

I .
" '"" :,Q., Since you.made theremarkJast,week;about:theNasLright-wing"conspiracy,have you 

, seenfurthef'evidence that this.is', what's Happening in this particuiar, case? 
I 

MRS. CLIN~ON: I've seen s01e articles that some ofyour publications h~vewritten 
and some news programs that ,some ofyour networks have run, and I have found them to be 
quite interesting. !, ' 

I 

i 
Q Do you want to retract that ;-­

, 1 

Q Has any information come t~ you about a~~hing new? 
I 
I 
I 

MRS. CLINTON: I think there's a lot of information out there that I commend all of 
you for the work you've been doing to bHng to public light. ,. 

• Q What did you say to Dick S~fe when he came to visit-­
, , 

http:to�continue.to


, 
I 

And, of course, 'we all hope that tPlomatic efforts ~Il be successful. We hope that our 
friends and allies in the Gulf and around the world who have entre into Iraq might possibly be 
able to persuade Saddam Hussein of the keriousness of this ifhe will not listen to the United 

I 

Nations Security Councilor certainly to the United States. But something will have to be done. 
It cannot be permitted to continue. 

Q I just wanted to ask you aboft somethingthat Gregg said. He's obvio:usly an . 
,Internet enthusiast. But when he talked '~bout some of the aspects of the system ~~ the fact that 
you could say something and you can't take it back, how it's so available to everyone and 
instantaneous, he's raised some issues that have been issues for us in the last few weeks in our 
business. Arid 1 wonder if you think that Ithis ne:w med.ia is ~ecessarily an. entir~ly good thing. 
And also, as somebody who has been through thiS cruCible, In the next millenmum how would 
you ,like to see this, new and .ever more 'idteresting, -- (laughter) -- handled of things like the issues 
like the personallives;of:public' figures., ,.~ , 

I 

I 
" '",.' MRS'.,CLINION;!,Well;',.Kathy,;, thinkthat's,one'ofthese::issues"that'Dick..was referringJ " 

, to,.;that we're going~tor.have:to:'r.eally'» thinf har?' about:· AndLthink,that~,eV,ery tim~ technology(.. ,:' 
makes an advance -- when~you;move to,theradroad;·oryoll.'move'to,the cottofltgIn;.oryou,·.·: ,. ,. 
move to the automobile, orthe airplane, ~rid now certainly as you move'to the computer and 
increasing accessibility and instantaneous information on the computer, we are all going to have 
to rethink how we deal with this, becausel there are always competing values. There's no free

I ' 

decision that I'm aware of anywhere in life, and certainly with technology that's the case. 
I '. 

As exciting as these new develoJments are -- and I think Gregg's enthusiasm is shared ' . 
broadly by Americans and people around I the world -- there are a number of serious issues 

, .without any.kindof.editingfunction.or gate-keepingJunction:: ..What.doesit mean to have the 
, ,right tO'defend your.;reputation, orto'res~ond to what:'someone,says? 

.. ;., ... ,There· used ,to be this ·old saYing,lhauhe lie can be,':halfway ,around' the;world before the, ' 

truth gets its boots on; Well, todaY,the fie can ,be twicearound,the.world.before:the truth gets 
outofbed to find its boots. I mean, it is just beyond imagination what can be:disseminated. So I 
think we're going to have to really wo~ about this, because it won't be just public elected 
officials. We've seen some cases where somebody who had a grudge against a girl's mother 

, because the family wouldn't let him date lier put out on the Internet that the family were child 

abusers. Totally private people, never sthck their toe in public life. It can be done to anybody, 

and it can get an audience, and it can creJte a falsehood about somebody. And certainly it's . 

multiplied many times over ifyou happe? to be in public life. 


I don't have any clue about what we're going to do legally, regulatorily, technologically 
-- I don't have a clue. But I do think we always have to keep competing interests in balance, I'm 
a big pro-balance person. That's why I lqve the founders -- checks and balances; accountable 

• 
power. Anytime an individual or an institution or an invention leaps so far out ahead of that 
balance and throws a system, whatever it might be -- political, economic, technological -- out of 
balance, you've got a problem, because t~en it can lead to the oppression people's rights, it can 

http:any.kindof.editingfunction.or


. Q What did he say to you? 

MRS. CLINTON: I was pleased to invite everybody to the. White House who had 
contributed to the endowment fund, and that included all the people who had contributed when 
President Bush was here. I' . 

Q Mrs. Clinton, you've thougda lot about the Gulf War syndrome and the medical 
problems our veterans have faced. With the situation heating up in Iraq do you think the 

I ' 
American. people can rest comfortably that there won't be a repeat of some of the health 
problems the veterans faced if, in fact, we do wind up having troops there? 

MRS. CLINTON: Matt, I think that's a really important' question and I don't know that 
I ' 

I'm qualified to answer that. But I really ihope that you will follow up and talk with some of the 
people here in the White House, the Pentagon,' the VA and other places who have studied this, 

I 

Although we havenot-reached any definitive conclusions about ,what happened to literally.;" 
thousands of our troops inthe,.Gulf, and hot only American,troops~ buUroops.from·our, aliies,:

I 

who werethere,'who seem,to·have some health difficulties thatgo',beyond;what has' historicallyt, 
been reported as a result ofexposure to 90mbator high:stress"I'm,:convinced thatsomething1, ' 

happened. . I 

And whether it was the blowing tIp of oil wells or exposure to chemical ,or biological 
agents, or .whatever it might be -- and wJ're going to have to continue to investigate that -- I 
think what's driving the President and out allies and everyone who is reluctantly but firmly taking 
this stand a,gainst Saddam Hussein is that we know, based on the U.N. jnspections, that he has 
continued his research and development bfbiological and chemical weapons. We know he is 
without conscience and has used such wekpons against his own people; And for whatever 
perverse psychological reasons, he seemJ intent upon this standoff with the larger world 

. community over our' efforts to try to protectnot 'only existing human beings,. but . future, . 
. generations from this kind ofwarfare. I 

. . . N ' ft b' I I. at d h . I .... . d'ffi I I". ".' ": ow;anytlmeyou:gma er, looglc 'anc emlcaagents:lt'lsvery I ICU t.,' 'mean, 
you could gothrough,an airport ,.securityj device ,today ,holding a,vile,of.anthrax and,nobody 
would stop you ifyou said, oh, it's something I use for -- I'm a painter and], use it to'mix my 
paint, or it's part of my medication that I trux. It wouldn't probably even set off the alarms. 

. ' I 
And so we are facing an extraordinary threat from this man~' And I can't stress too much 

how deeply concerned the President is. kd how you try to reason with someone who defies 
reason, and then how you strategically tr& to prevent him from having the capacity t9 do such 
damage to people are very difficult challertges. And, ofcourse, implicit in your question is how 
do you strike against places that may hol;d such agents that if they are released into the air or the 
water system could cause extraordinary damage, at least to the population in Iraq, if not further. 

I , 

I 
So those are some ofthe issues that I hear my husband talking to people on the phone 

• 
about, he's having meetings about, he's tbring to educate himself about biological and chemical 
warfare and agents so that he can be a filII participant in the decisions that are made militarily if 
that is necessary. But I just cannot stres~ enough what a serious matter this is for the world. 

I 
I 



I 

And I regret that deeply. But it certainly ~oesn't affect our relationship. 

I
Q Well, do you think: the special prosecutor is outside of the checks and bounds -- . 


MRS. CLINTON: Interesting qULtion, Helen. (Laughter.) . .' 


Q For the next millennium lectu~e. (Laughter.) . 


MRS. CLINTON: Any ideas you: have for millennium lectures.letme know. 1 would be 

glad to hear them. I 

Thank you all very much. ThanJ. 


END 



