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It is a great pleasure to welcom~ all ofyou to the White House today .. Today, we come 
together at the end of the 20th century -,. and the dawn of a new millennium. And we're here to 
talk about a national initiative that will \nake history -- by saving America's past. I hope all of 
you will join me in this exciting effort to preserve the artifacts, documents, monuments and . 
historic sites that so embody our nationjs memories, and reflect our people's dreams. 

, 

Last fall, the President and I cre~ated the White House Millennium Council to . come up 
with ideas for how to engage all Americans in the celebration of this milestone in human 
history, and to set some priorities for tHe next few years. The overall theme of the White House 
millennium program is "Honor the Past; imagine the future;" -- and the President and I are 
inviting all Americans to participate, ana to think about what gifts they would like to give to 
enhance future generations. 

Here at the White House, we've lalready begun a series of Millennium evenings in whi~h 
scholars, scientists, and creative individ~als will helps us honor that past, and imagine our 
future. We've listened to a renowned hi:storian talk about the ideals that forged our nation -- and 
a worJd famous physicist -- who spoke about the possible scientific breakthroughs in the next 
millennium. And just a few weeks ago, ;we had perhaps the greatest gathering of poets at the 
White House -- reading their favorite pobms, and celebrating America's enduring creative spirit. 
And over the next few years, wewill pahicipate in an ever growing number of activities and 
projects to bring our history to life -- anq enrich ourvision of the future. 

. One ofthe most powerful ways t~ imagine that future is to preserve what we truly valU] 
ofour past. We must be able to take Ouf. history and culture with us into the next millennium -
so that our monuments, art, documents ~nd historic sites survive to tell America's stories to 
future generations. . , . 

I 

Yet these very symbols ofour pr9ud heritage -- from the pages of our U.S. Constitution 
. I 

to the monuments at Gettysburg -- are li'terally deteriorating before our eyes -- and are in danger 
ofbeing lost forever. That's why I'm soipleased that all of you are here today, to help us "Save. 
America's Treasures."! . 

i 
As many of you know, the Presiqent has proposed a public/private partnership to save 

our historic treasures -- and has called on congress to appropriate $50 million in each of the next 
I . 
j 



two years -- to stimulate a national effdrt for that purpose. But we know that is just a beginning. 
! . ' 

Throughout our history, Americlans have always provided both the public and private 
resources needed to pass on something !of value to future generations. This national effort to 
preserve America's treasures must be a:public/private effort as well. We want to be able to 
reach out and involve literally millionsl of Americans, from school children to corporate 
executives, who can contribute to these! preservation efforts in all kinds ofdifferent ways. That's. 
why I'm so pleased that the National Tillst for Historic Preservation has agreed to head up this 

. ,I 
private part of the public/privae partner~hip. 

Today, the National Trust is anrlouncing the formation ofa high level advisory committee 
to Save America's Treasures -- and I'ml thrilled that so many outstanding individuals and 
corporate leaders have already agreed to participate on that committee. We are so pleased that so 

I . 

many of them could be with us here at t,he White House to day -- and will be joined by others 
who couldn't be here -- such as Jeffrey ,Katzenberg ; Dick Jenrette and Agnes Gund. 

I 

I want to thank all of'you for t~ing on what I believe will be an extraordinarily exciting 
and challenging job to help raise suppo~ -- and public awareness -- for preserving our treasures 
for the next millennium. And I am thril:led to have the opportunity to work with you over the 
next few years,.as co-chair of this comritittee, as to gether we explore ways to celebrate our 
future -- and preserve our past. I 

! 
I'm also pleased that the National Trust will worke closely with two other non profit 

partners, the Heritage Preservation Inc.,jand the National Park Foundation. All three . 
organizations will continue to widen th~ circle of individuals, foundations and corporations who . 
care about our nation's treasures -- and ~re actively involved in preserving them. 

I . , 
I 

Our mission here today is too iniportant to be left to either the public or private sector. It 
I 

must instead be a true partnership, encompassing every sector of society, and involving citizens 
from across the nation. We also cannot lallow this national effort -- which reflects our deepest 
ideals as a nation -- to become partisan: No matter what political differences we may have, we 
will all stand together in pride as we vier a reconstruCted Star Spangled Banner a few years 
from now, or walk through some ofAmerica's most treasured prehistoric sites in New Mexico, 

• 1 

or visit the refurbished laboratory of Tqomas Edison. 
, I ,, 

The millennium offers us an histpric opportunity to reflect on what kind of society we 
want to live in, and what kind of future we want to create for our children. And throughout our 
history, we have forged that vision toge~her. . . 

, 
Before I introduce our next speaker, I want to say a few words about my own plans to 

highlight America's national treasures iri the next few months. In June, I will begin travelling 
I 

around the country, and visiting endangered sites, so that the American people can get a first 
hand glimpse of our extraordinary herit~ge -- and understand why we must work together to 
preserve that heritage for our children artd grandchildren.

I . 

I 

http:years,.as


• < 

It will be a special pleasure for me to be a roving ambassador for our nation's treasures -_. 
and I am truly looking forward to gettiAg back on a bus, and visiting these historic sites and 
monuments. i

I : 
. 

I 

As I've said so many times, the!enduring worth ofour nation lies in our shared values, 
and soaring spirit -- and I look forward: to joining with all of you -- and the citizens of America -
to celebrate those values in away that \;\rill not only preserve them -- but make them come alive 
for the next generation. 

I 

And now, I would like to introduce Michael Kammen -- who will talk to us about just ' 
how critically urgent it is to reserve ouJ· historical and cultural treasures. 

I . . 


