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, , It is a great pleasure to welcome all Jf you to the White House ihi~ morning. I know " 
some ofyouhad some difficulti~s traveling,jand some ofour guests ~om Boston have not been 
able to get here. But we are dehghted all oflYou are able to, be here wIth us. " ", , 

I 

'. ~e com~ together, here, near ~h~ end\ofthe 20th cen~ry and th~ dawn ofa new .,., 
mII,lenmum, WhIch,we know WIll arnve whe1ther we do~ythm~ abo~t It or ~ot, b~t all over the 
Umted States, and mdeed, the world, people are expressmg theIr excItement m theIr own ways 
about being alive at this time, They're seeking meaningful ways to celebrate their times and to 
leave a lasting legacy. " , I,,' ,.' . ' "'. 

, i ' 
, . , '. i ' ",' . 

We're here today to talk about a natibnal initiative, an act of history to save America's 
past. I hope all ofyou will join 'me in this utgent project to preserve the artifacts, documents, 
monuments and historic sites that embody nbt only, our nation's memories, but our dreams of the 
future as welL ' i ,', , 

Lastf~lthepresident and I created ~e White House Mm~~um Council to develop 
. ways to engage all Americans' in marking this milestone in human history -- to work with elected 
officials on state and local celebrations, to i~volve the fed~ral' agencies in national millennium 
projects, and to cooperate with our country's; non-profit organizations, corporate and foundation 
partners as well. t' , 

, I ' 

The overall theme of the White Ho~~e Millennium Program is to honor the past, imagine 
the future. The President and I;are invi.ting In Americans to participate an~ to think about what' 

, gifts each o[us has that we can give to enha~ce life for future generations. H~re at ~he White 
House we've already begun a series ofMillehnium Evenings in which scholars, scientists and 
creative individuals will h~lp us honor ,the p~st and imagine our future. ,',,' 

, .'. '" I . , , ,. ' 
W,e've listened to a renowned historian talk about the democratic ideals upon which we 

forged ournation. We've heard from a world famous physicist who helped us envision the , ' I ", 
i 
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sci~ntific breakthroughs of the next century.! A few wee~s agoweh~dperhapsthe ~eatest " 

gathering of poets ever held at the White H9use, reading their favorite poems and celebrating' 

America's end}Jring creative spirit., I . . . 


, . . ,,~ .' , '. . " , . 

One of the most powerful ways for iIs to imagine America's fufure is to preserVe what we 
truly value ofour past -- our monuments, odr art and documents and historic sites will tell the ". 
story of this nation to future generations. Y~t these very symbols of our heritage, from the Star-
Spangled Banner to the monuments at GettYsburg to the buildings on the south side ofEllis 
Island, are literally deteriorating before our byes, or will be at risk if we don't act now. ' 

, I ' .. ".. . , . j . , " " 

That's why I'm so pleased that all of you are here tQday to, hear about our plan to save.. . , 
An)erica's treasures.' As many of you may tJnow, the President, in his State of the Union address, " 
proposed a pUblic-private partnership to sav~ oUf treasures. As he said then, , . 
I ask all Americans to support our project tol restore all our treasures; so that the generations of 

" ,the 21st century can see for themselves the ihiages and the words that are the old and continuing 
, glory ofAmerica. f ' " .. , 

, " I , . ,,' 
The President, in his budget, has caHed on Congress to appropriate $50 million . . . 


additional in each of the next two years to s~imulate a national effort for the purpose of savi,ng 

our tre,asures. But this is just the beginning,1 and just represents'tlie federal ' 


commItment. . ", '. I' '., ..,", . 

. , I,.··,,' .' .' ' .. 

Throughout our history, in a way th~t is'uniquely American, ~e have always provided, 
both public ~d priv~teresources to pass on!something ~fvalue to the future. Today, we n~e~ 
your leadershlp and mvolvement to help preserve Amenta's treasures, and to e'Qsure that thIS lS a 
true pUblic-private commitment and partner~hip:' , ' . . " .. 

. , .' .... 

. We want to be able to reach out and involve millions ofAmericans .;- from 

schoolchildren, to community leaders, to coworate executives -- who can contribute to thes~ 

preservation efforts in a variety ofways. I'~ so pleased that the National Trust for . 

Historic Preservation has agreed to head up the'private part of this partnership. - ' 


...•. Today; the National Trusi, under Dihk Moe's leadership, is announcingth~ beginning of 
1, ' ' , 

, a ne'f national advisory committee to save 4merica's treasures. I'm thrilled that so many, . 
distinguished individuals and corporate leaders have agreed to participate on that committee. We 

'are pleased that all of you could be here witfu us at the White-House today, and you will be joined 
by others who could not be here -- others in~luding Jeffrey Katzenberg, Dick Jenrette,and Agnes 
Gimd. I want to say a special word of thank's to Agnes, who has already pledged very generous .' 

, . I . . 

, su'pport. And '1 want, in particular, to thank i"eronica Hearst for the 
, important gift that will support this committ1ee's efforts.. ' ' 

'I 

. All of you are taking on what I beliJve' will be an e;.{traordinarily exciting and, 
, challenging mission to help raise public awrireness' and support for preserving America's ' 
, treasures into the next millennium. I look f6rward to the opportunity to work with each 
ofyou over the next few years as the honpr~ chair of this committee. It's very exciting to me . 
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i 
because I didn't realize until the last several ~ears how so many ofour most special places and 
artifacts around .our county :vere'at such riSk.l~d ?ecause of problems with~hefederal budget, 
many ofour national park SItes were also detenoratmg. As someone Who beheves that our ' , 
country has, even though a short; but gloriou~ history, it struck me that we needed to ,do a better 
jo~., " , ' " "1 ' ',", ' . 

. :.'. 'I'm·ple~ed, therefore, that'the NatioAal Trust will work closely with two other nonprofit 
'partners: the Heritage .Pre~e~atibn, Inc. arid jthe Nationa~ Park ~oundatio~. I'm ',., 
grateful that they're bemgJomed by our federal partners, mcludmg the NatIOnal Park ServIce, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the NatioJal Endowment for the Humanities, the National 
Arc'hives, the Institute for Museum and Libr$y Services, and the Smithsoni'an ' ',' 
Institution. Together, all of us will work to ~elp widen the circle of individuals, foundations, . 

, agencies, and c'orpor~ltions who will join witli our government to, care for our nation's heritage. 
, 'i " ' ' 

, , I ' , 
Our mission here today must hot be lieft to either the public or private sector alone, but 

must be a truly inclusive partnership that is ainational effort. And it is also a totally' . '" ' 
nonpartisan effort. No matter what our politi~al differences might he on a day-to-day basis, we 

, will all stand together with pride as we revie~a repaired Star-Spangled Banner, or walk through 
. . . . I 

one ofAmerica's most treasured prehistoric s'ites in New Mexico, or help preserve the Louis 
Armstrong archives of rare musical recordin~s at Queens College in New York, or visit the ' 
newlyrestoredtemt which George Washingtdn usedas his headquarters in the Revolutiona,ry 
War, or know that we have helped sav~ bur Jrecious founding documents at ' , , ' 

, .,. .' " I , " ) ,
the NatIOnal ArchIves. ' I 

,,', I ' , 
. .Before I i~troduc~ our first speak.er, l,ant to say a few words about m~ own plans t? 

hIghlight Amenca's natIonal treasuresmthe next few months, ,and to serve WIth you on thiS ", 
committee. In July I intend to travel around bur country to visit some of our most endangered ' , 

, historic and cultural sites that are so much a part ofthe American experience . .! intend to do this' 
by bus, because I think that, will be a lot of filn, and to pick up any ofyou along the way who 
want to come for all or part of it, to travel ar~und and highlight what it is we are trying to, do; to ' 
create public awareness in comm~nities and states where many ofthese sites,arc'located but, 

, , ,I ' .. , 

where, because of time and failure to continu'e to pay attention to our national heritage, even , 
'people who live within a few mi'les ofa histdric site may themselves not realize its significance. , , , . I" ' , ' ' 

.' ,,", . I ' ' , , , ' 
,As I've said so many times, the endupng worth. ofour nation lies in our shared values 

and soaring spirit as Americans: Wearesuc? a uniq4e an~ blessed people. Certainly in today's 
economy, we have more blessings, perhaps, than we can 'keep track of or country. But it is at a 
,time like'this that we have an opportunity to bake some commitments and investments for the' 
futtire. , " " ,', ,', " , I ' , i ',' , , ' " , , 

I 

i 
, Unfortunately, it is often at a time, tnough, when we're doing so well thafwe don't pay 

attention to what we want to leave and presetve for the next generation. So I'm hoping to take 
this moment in time, withall that wehave tol be grateful for, and to use some ofthat energy to do' 
what we will be very proud we have participated in doing -- and that is making it clear that we 

, will pass on to our children, grandchildren.~nd great-grandchildren the gifts ofliberty and ' 
, ': ' , ." , '/ ' ,'..' 

, " '.'.,' ",',":. ,.', ...,' ' ' " ", 
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I . , 

creativity that made us who we are. 

Now I would like to introduce.our I?rimary partner in this effort, Richard Moe, the .. 
president of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, who will give us some specifics about 
the urgent task ahead ofus of saving Ameriba's historic and cultunil treasures. 

I 

. Dick Moe. 
I 

. I . 
END 11 :45 A.M. EDT 
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