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I a~ detigl1ted 'to he bacJ in France, the' United States' oldest ally. 'The French and 
I , ' , 

American people share a comm9n commitment to the bedrock principlesofliberty, democracy 
, and human rights. Ollr deep bonps of friendship have a long and rich history and continue to be 

strengthened today. ' 
I 

I look forward to visiting lith Mrs. Chirae. in the historic area ofCorreze, meeting 
elected officials, and learning flr~t hand about the central role that local government plays in 
strengthening democracy and imJroving the health and lives of citizens throughout France. 
Tomorrow, 1 will travel to Paris t6 meet with President and Mrs. Chimc and Prime Minister and 
Mrs. Jospin. In Paris, I will also Have the opportunity to talk with women leaders about the 
common challenges we face and Jill visit a school to explore how cooperation in outerspace can 
improve children's education in b~th our nations. 
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