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: 

Thank you very much. I was quite suiprikd by that lovely gift, but I thought for a moment 
there were going to be two beautiful horse's brought into this room, and that would have 
made for ,a very interesting evening indeed!. 

I want to thank our gracious hosts. lcann~t express my appreciation for the 1cindness that has 
been shown to me and the honor bestowed upon me. Mr. AI Mafda, and Ambassador Al 
Aboodi and the people of the United Arab! Emirates, please extend my appreciation to His 
Excellency and to anyone who had anyt~g to do with giving me this great honor. 

I 

I want to thank you, though, not only for your hospitality tonight, nor not only for the 
award I received, but for your tireless effo~s to improve the health and lives of your citizens. I 
was especially.pleased to hear about the en9rmous progress you have made toward lowering 
infant mortali~y ~tes. I was ~o pleas~ t~ ,be a~le.to join all of you in celeb~ing the World 
Health Orgamzatlon's 50th birthday; Fift1tf:h bIrthdays~ of course, are something I have some 
recent experience with, and I believe it means that you are quite young, still. So there is a great 
deal yet to be done; despite thE! youth of thk organization, but it is aiso a time to celebrate 
what has been accomplished.; . 

I 
I want to thank everyone who has been invplved in the work of the WHO. UN officials, 
ministers, attlbusadors, and particularly tb~ President, for all the work and accomplishments 
that we celebrate today. I also want to pay slpecial tribute to the Director-General, Dr. 
Nakajima, thank you for your dedication tq lift up the health of all citizens. Children who 
now have immunization, families who nowi have access to needed medicines, people who have 
help in their fight against AIDS - owe you ~ debt of gratitude. 
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And I offer my heartiest congratulations tb the incoming Director-General, Dr. Brunddand. I 
first met her at the Olympics in Norway i1n 1994. And as the conversation turned to health 
care, aild particularly the health care refo~ debate that was then going on in my country, I 
was immediately struck by how much shel knew about the issues at stake. She brought to that 
discussion the same extraordinary qualiti~ she would bring to t:he WHO. The understanding 
and expertise ofa physician; the hem of algreat person; and theexpenise and experience of a 
very accomplished leader. She will also, I thight add, bring a perspective that women have 

. about the needs of our families and childr~n. So I know that she will launch into the work to 
. I 

be done with great energy. i 

I am pleased. also to be joined tonight by abother remarkable woman, Mary Robinson, who is 
with us, who has done so much on behalf ~f her own nation of Ireland, and now working so 
hard on behalf of human rights. I think it is panicularly fitting that both Dr. Brundtland and 
Mary Robinson are heading up such impo~ant responsibilities for our world: 

Although we have an oPPortunity to cele~rate what has been accomplished, and the recent 
World Health Report detailed an amazing :tr~ record for which everyone in this room and 
countless others mould be proud. We a1soi as we've heard over the last several days, have 
many challenges. But I'm confident that w~th the kind of commitmet;lt that I've heard about 
today, and the dedication that so many of you bring to this work,· we will continue to make 
progress. I hope that we are not held 3CCo4ntable for the promises we don't keep~ but instead 
for the (lnes that we can. i 

And I kn~w that your w:ork here at W~9 and~t related United Nations o:garllzations in 
Geneva will playa very lmportant role m ensunng that the 21st century buIlds on the 

l 

progress and not repeat the mistakes of the 20th century. . .. 
I 

So let us join together in the slogan "Healt-lt for All in the 21st Century'" and continue to do 
what we can in our own communities, nations, and·around t:he world to make that not just a 
slogan but a reality. ' . I· . 
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Thank you all very much. 

(End transcript)· 
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