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...And to be here in this beautiful sett~ng with all ofthese trees, I'm always happy to be 


anywhere that the Morgan State University <:Choir appears, and I want to thank you once again. 

You know Dr. Carter brought the choir to thbWhite House last month and they participated in a 

special production from the White House of1gospel music that will be telecast in February and 

I'm going to give it an advance plug becausd I think if you are a lover of gospel or even curious 

about gospel this is an event you will not wabt to miss. . 


Thank you very much Governor. ThL you for your introduction and the work that you 

are doing. Thank you Mayor Shmoke for ydur being with us today and for the work that is being 

done in Baltimore. Thank you Senator Sarb1ines for your leadership on behalf-of issues that are 

important both to our past and to our future. I I am delighted that Bill Ivey, the new head of the 

National Endowment for the Arts, could be fu.ere to help kick off this very exciting project that 

the NEA is funding. I also want to thank M~. Eckemann and Mr. Sands for caring about . 

preservation and Target stores for the partne~ship that they have formed with the NEA to save 

our outdoor sculptors. And again I want to ire1come all ofyou; elected officials, local 

preservationists, community residents, Princ:e Hall Masons, all who are here today to celebrate 

this great moment. I . ' . 


I 

Not only on behalf of the sculpture b;ehind me, but on behalf of the ? of Baltimore, on 

behalf of the extraordinary rich history of Maryland, and on behalf of our effort to Save . 

America's Treasures throughout our nation. iIt's always a pleasure to be back in Baltimore, as 

you've already heard, this is a city that is just seeped in American history. And aswe begin our 


I 
tour, it started at the Smithsonian, the first stop where we announced the rather significant gift to 

'I . ,
preserve the Star-Spangled Banner, and then came here as the next stop to announce the 
preservation of this sculpture. I ' 

I 
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We are attempting to make sure that Ievery ,American understands how important the past 

is. Not just as a history lesson to be learned! about and put away on a shelf somewhere, but as a 

living reminder ofhow we became the natidn ~e are. The values that we bring from the p'ast to 


, the present and that will guide us as we moJe together, with confidence, into the future. The 
event this morning, where some of you werb, was an extraordinary national commitment to 
preserve the Star-Spangled Banner. The sedretary of the' Smithsonian said that of all the one
hundred and forty million objects that the S~ithsonian has custody over, the Star-Spangled' 
Banner is the most important. . It is truly one of America's treasures and a powerful symbol of 
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our nation's struggle for independence and freedom. 
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So, it is particularly fitting that we ""ould come from that announcemerit to this beautiful 
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monument-The Francis Scott Key,whose w~rds in describing what he saw as that flag survived 
the bombardment, led to his penning the poeb that became immortalized in our national anthem. 
And I guess following up on what Governor IGlendenning said, it does give us some heart, those 
of us who happen to be lawyers, that the words were penned by a lawyer. I hope you don't hold 

I 

that against? Key. i 
I 

But it is true that this is a city and a s~ate that actually made much of the history that 
people will be celebrating for the next two Jd a half years. This city tells much of the story of 
our nation. The President, John Quincy Adabs, gave a toast to "Baltimore, the monumental 
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city," back in 1827. ,He was recognizing Ba,timore as the first American city to build public 
monuments, including the first one dedicated to George Washington. 
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Since then, thanks to ?, Baltimore hds reinforced that civic spirit, by adding public 
I 

sculptures and monuments such as this one throughout this city in parks and public places. Anq 
by engaging citizens such as yourselves in tHeir care and restoration. We heard from the Mayor 
about Baltimore's Bicentennial Celebrations/last year, and from the Governor about Maryland's 
ambitious plans to celebrate the Millennium'! Both of these efforts underscore this city and this 
state's deep appreciation for your heritage, ahd I applaud you for leading the way to ' 
demonstrating how important preserving thelpast is, to having places such as this,that speak to " 
people in the present and inspire them for thr future. " ' 

This new major effort by Target Stor;es and the NEA consists ofa 1.4 million dollar 
commitment to save America's outdoor sculptures. I want to express my appreciation to the 
National Endowment for the Arts. You know the NEA comes in (?) for criticism by people who 
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often do not know what the NEA does. They take out of context one or two examples and say, 
"that's what the NEA does" and they miss ail of the work that the NEA has done for more than 
thirty-three years. The NEA's public arts prbgram has created new monuments that speak to us 
of the new times all over the country. New Jculptures which will become the famous landmarks 
of the future. Through grants, the NEA has kupported communities to enhance urban design and 
to strengthen local, cultural organizations. Ilam pleased and delighted to be here today because it' 
does represent an agency that has meant a lot to artists and schools and to sculptures on our 
streets and to all kinds of performances and bultural and artistic heritage. 

I also want to thank Target for being such a model for corporate citizenship. Thanks to 

your generosity, this beautiful monument ana significant outdoor sculpture? of the city that 
referred today(?) will be preserved and restdred for the benefit of us all. I know you also 
embarked on the Park Service.. ..... ' I 


