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I 

(FOLLOWING AN INTRODUCtlON.~YMRS. 'TUNG), 

SEC;RETARY ALBRIGHT: Tbaftk::¥ot)~~1)":m,u¢h,Mrs.. Tupg. And Ans-ori Chal1~ T'~ very 
8la£l to'see youhere~ and I would like.to·thankall thepanetists very much for ,coming. 1 
kn()wthaty'ollt husbandis·the:hea&Oftheltown.but it'seemsto be run by wpmen, (Laughter.) 
S()jt~s:gteat to se~ everybody here.. 'It'nJonderful to be here to be able to learn:a:b9utthe 
'Qraroaticcbanges t8kin~ place inHi:Hig:J(~l1g from theJl~ople who are makingthlng~ llaPpen. 
twasbere a' year ago for the ceremony, ~mid 'it~.s wolldetful·to be back and to hav~ ll: c~a1we (0: 

see you. lalsCi would like to thankMts~ ~ungfol':this.~autifu18car:f. Women'S.intuitiQn 
.knew that ptuplewas my col()r. (Laughter? . 

I 

As 'WQmen in your. respective fields~ you·ate patb(itlders, ruioin that, we all ,have somethiDg 
.in commo,n.Since President Cfintonname~:nie as. tilt; ·first female SecretaryofStatc~I have 
foUrld some i1l1portant benefit~ :t9 W()rkinglclosely 'wi~b wQmen colleagues, The , 
.understandh~gis ttlere•.and we:aU ta~.~ th~ ,same .challellg~s.andftank wid hon~~Ualk,. and a 
:conuhitrnentto t$ke each otliefs pllo11,e' ~1$~ There are now nille WorDen for~iggI!li:n'i5ters 
'in the worl d, and I iiIways take their. c\~l1s .qJ'!>t.. :(Laugnte.r:; applause.) . 

,/ 

.'Bilt,as".,.det. 'in .fields from J1!'litics .-4Jar ,tofIn~ :ndjOlUllali,m, you are, shOWibg iii. 
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way not just for the next generatjon of*omen, but for the future ofHong Kong and the 
region. And those ofyou that are in the ~ovemment have managed Hong Kong's reversion to 
Chinese sovereignty with great aplomb,lmaintaining the confidence ofcitizens and business 
alike. And this is a process we have watched with great interest, and I'm eager,.as is the First 
LadyJ to hear all your thoughts about w~at lies ahead. 

: 

Those ofyou who work as lawyers, adv6cates, andjoumalists are helping to ensure that.evety 
oitizen enjoys fun and equal protection 4nder the law.. And as you know, the United States 
strongly supports those efforts to maintain and expand the rule ofJaw. In the United States 
and Hong Kong and elsewhere, a legal system is always awork in progress, and what you do 
here has important implications for the fUture. Andl know that those ofyou working in 
finallce or .business fwd yourselves in trJly Wlcharted tenitory these days, as Hong Kong .. 
copes with the effects ofAsia's fwanciallcrisis .. I want to stress our support and our 
confidence in what you are doing. ; 

! 

In all these areas, you are accumulating ekperience that may be of value elsewhere in China. 
and that will certainly be invaluable to thbse who follow you. When women and men take on 
new challenges and try to make themse]v~s agents ofchange, they usually find that there is . 
no manual on how to do it. And nobody knows that better than our First Lady.

I 	 . 
I 

Our First Lady, I think, has managed in alm08t remarkable way to combine her professional 
life with tbat ofFirst Lady of the United States. She is someone who has had a career in . 
many ofthe areas that you all represent id one fonn or another; She has been a professor, she 

. v.has been a lawyer, a legal aid advocate. arid so when we've visited legal centers she is able to 
ask the most penetrating questions becBusb she's been there. She also has had a great interest 
in children, and she is someone that Amet.icanwomen look up to. She is also a woman that 

.	is, 1think, Amerioa's best ambassador.abtoad. She has traveled widely representing the 
United StateR in on incolDpa.rable WilY, sh6wing the fact that Amerioan women are strong and 
smart and det.et'mil1ed~ alld that vur pnrtne.Mup with the men is something that makes things 
work. It is my great pleasure to introduce Ito you the First Lady ofthe United States and my 

.vety good fi'iend, Hillary Rodham Clinton. . 
I 
! 

(Applause.) 
I 
I
I . . 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. IThank you Madeleine, thank you Betty, thank you 
a1l for takIng time out ofyour very busy 8c~cdule& to he here. I.et me just make a few quick 

. points, because I eame to listen more than to talk. I'm very anxious to hear from the 
extraordinary .women gathered on this pan61,and 8S I look at this audience, I see more 
extraordinary women who have made an a600mplished contribution to what has gone 011 here 
in Hong Kong. I·· 

. 	 II 

There are several reasons that Secretaty Albright and J are here together at this meeting. The 
firsL is DuaL we both believe strongly thatth~ voiecs ofwomen and the contributions of 
women have to be reeognized at the highest levels ofgovernment, ofhu.'iiness) And' 
thtO\lghout society. One ofthe conunitmen~ that Secretary Albright made and that she and I 
articulated in a speech together at the State pepartment shortTy after she became the first 
woman SecretAry of Sfate for Ollr OOlmtry. i,s that women's concerns and voices had to be part 
of the calculus ofAmerican foreign policy'\' thlltthere were issueR that women had 8. 
particular interest in that. the I Jnlted Stat.es 00vemment had to pay attelltion to~ And we have . I 	 . 
----- -_.--.....-- ... - .. - .. --~--.~ -_ ............. ~"" .. 1 -.,.~ _... . 
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wor~ed very.hard these last several years
l 
to make that apparent, whether it is support for 

famIly planmng, or an understanding of the economic dislocations that occur aroWld the. 
world that affect women primarily, or cohtinuing to press for literacy and health care and 
.other basic rights that are often denied wbmen in many societies. 

Secondly, we bot~ feel very strongly thatlmuCh of what is going on in the world todayas we 
move into the 21 II century is being shaped both direct1y and indirectly by women: in their . 
private lives, at home, 85 Betty referred, .fud in the public arena - in so many different 
capacities. And that as women, we want tp be supportive ofthese changes and ofthe women 
who are putting themselves on the front !lIne to bring these changes about. 

As I've traveJed, both with my husband ~d &Jone, I've always sought out women such as the 
ones here, both publicly in a setting such as this and often privately, to learn more myself 
about what is happening in the lives of wJmen·in different settings, and also to leam how in 
either a director indirect way I personally: or the United States can be supportive ofthe 
positive changcs that are occurring. That is one ofthe reasons why Twent to Beijing in 1995 
to the International Women's Conference ~at I'm sure sorne ofyou also attended, to speak 
out strongly on behalfofthe basic principles that affect women's lives, and,to try to do what 
we could to promote aplatfonn for actionlthat would result in transforming change. Because 
as we have had these conversations. and as I've seen changes occurring, it ;s apparent to me 
that we are making progress, but that the progress is faster in some settings than in othen. 

Now when 1 was in Beijing and Shanghai. I had the privilege ofmeeting with a number of 
Chinese women who spoke openly and freely about what they were doing to bring about 
changes in their own particular areas' ofexbcrtise and interest So whether it was the panel 
discussion that I held in Beijing last SatW'day, where six women were among the most . . 
spirited that I've ever discussed anything Jvith anywhere In. the world, or visiting the legal aid 
center in BeiJing that is operated In ussocidUon with Beijing University. or vi~itin8 a women's. 
retraining center in Shanghai where many bf the women whose jobs are being lost to .. 
ecollomic tnulsfolmnfioll are seekjng help ~ndassi8tancC. 1was struck over and over again by 
the way lbut worneu iu China are doing aUlthey can to change attitudes that would hold them 
back and make a very solid contribution to their own personal development and to the 
building of a new China. . 

But I was particularly struck by a priv,pte opmment that a woman made to me, when she said, 
"Well~ now that you have met us, do you lhin.k. that we ore like Hong Kong women?,t 
(Laughter.) And I thought I knew whllt shelmeant, but T wasn't quite sure, and T said, "WeJJ. 
now, exactly what do you mean by Lhut. question?" She said.• "You know, assertive, forward

.looking, standing on our own." And I 3aid;I"Yes, I think yOll are like Hong Kong women.'~ 
(Laughter and applaufle.) But r thought that it would be btltter for me to come to the SOllrce of 
such a comment and to havc an opportuni~ to listen to some, very few. but some ofthc· 
women who arc leaders in Hong Kong fu erer;v sector ofsociety. 

I 

So I appreciate greatly these women taking: time out of their extraordinarily busy schedules to 
~ here tu bdk. about what i!lo happening in JIong Kong. what challenges and opportunities are 
available ccrl~inl'y for all people, b\tt in particular for women and girls growing up in Hong

I . 

Kong today facing this new eentury. So with that, I would like to tum first to a woman T had 
the privilege ofmeeting just Q few wl;l\\lb ago itl Waslli.ngtol1 in preraration for this trip, and 
whom I 8Ul great1y admiring of, and the w~Tk thut. sbe is doiJl& and the leadership that she is 

JUL-03-1998 16=28 P.003 
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providing. So, Anson, ifyou would start bffthe conversation, pJease. 

I ... 
(ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION POLLOrS) 

, 
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