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Thank you very much to the President, to the distinguished first Vice President, who just

delivered such a powerful speech about the aspirations and hopes of her people, to the
first secretary, to the distinguished members of Congress, to members of the judiciary, to
other representatives of the govermnment, excellencies, and ladies and gentlemen:

Itis for me a great honor to be invited to address this Congress, the first in your history to
lead a truly peaceful and democratic Guatemala.

| also want to commend you for understanding the hard work that legislators do and extend
your important labors.

As | prepared for this trip, | read some postry of Humberto Ak'abal, the internationally
celebrated indigenous writer who educated himself, often bringing home books and
reading by candielight. He wrote of a land so beautiful that “if you climb up an ancient
cypress tree and creep among its branches...you will see the earth is not so far from
heaven.”

| understood exactly what he meant as our plane approached Guatemala yesterday, and
| could see the mountains and volcanoes and ravines that almost did seem to reach up to
meet us half way. | felt that way again earlier today as we made the beautiful drive from
Antigua. | have walked those cobblestone streets, | have seen the colorful houses, and

‘I understood even better why this land is renowned for its beauty and its history.

I have thought often of the meeting | had yesterday with women leaders, including the First
Vice President. They may have represented different ideologies, they may have stood on
opposite sides of the conflict for 36 years, but they discussed similar hopes for their
country: education for every child, health care, jobs, a justice system that upholds the rule

of law, a full recovery from the hurricane, a country that leaves no person behind.

People trom all over the world who live in war-torn communities from Bosnia to Northern
ireland can now look to Guatemala and know that, even after 36 years of war, you can let
go of old hatreds. You can defy history and rewrite it. You can transform a nation--from
a culture of violence 1o a culture of peace. From authoritarian practice to democratic
principle. From exclusion te inclusion.

| want to congratulate this Chamber. | want to congratulate your President, whose vision
of peace inspired this process, and | especially want to congratulate all the people of
Guatemala for having the courage to start walking down the long road to peace, even

]

. a special greeting to the 60 leglslatzve assistants of CEDEL, who will be assisting you with
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when the path was rough, even when the mountains where hard to climb.

And, on behalf of my husband, the President of the United States, and his Government as
well as the American People, | want you to know that the United States will continue to

- stand with you as you implement the Peace Accords, as you strengthen democracy, as you

encourage economic growth, and a broad tax base, as you make social investments, as

‘you protect human rights, and as you rebuild after one of the worst storms in our

hemisphere’s history.

The sympathy and prayers of myseif, my husband, and our entire country have been with
you since hurricane Mitch first struck. Yesterday, | received a full briefing on what this
tragedy has meant for Guatemala--the children who lost parents, the families who lost
homes, the communities that lost roads and bridges, crops and infrastructure. And | will
bring that information back to my country and our Government.

| want you to know that my husband has increased U. 8. Govemment disaster assistance
in Central America to over $300 million now. He is also halting all deportations to
Guatemala, E! Salvador, Nicaragua and Honduras until into the new year, while our
govermnmsnt explores long-term solutions to your concerns.

| am also pleased to announce today that an additional donation of 60 million pounds of
wheat for Guatemala will be coming soon. In addition, the United States is increasing the
amount of low interest loans provided for food to $10 million. Former Peace Corps
volunteers, who love your country so rmuch, will help in the rebuilding process. And USAID
and the Inter-American Development Bank are providing $17 million to finance micro
businesses in this region, many of which were devastated by the storm, so that people can
get back on their feet and get back into business again.

The food and clothing and medicine arriving here comes not just from our government but
from people in every comer of my country. Many of those living in the U.S. trace their roots
to Guatemala. And we are all bound by our relationships among our religious
communities, our personal ties, our friendships and our families. All Americans have been
inspired by how you have come together as a nation to repair and rebuild.

At the height of the storm, | heard about Guatemalans working who risked their personal
safety to rescue and comfort people who had just lost every material possession. And in
the moving video of the storm that your Vice President showed me yesterday, it was clear
that every person of every background came together in this time of tragedy.

I can’t help but think how that same courage, unbreakable spirit and trust in each other

have sustained you in your struggle for peace. On the way here, | heard a wondertul story
about two communities that had been on the opposite sides of the civil war. For decades
they did not speak--separated by rmuch more than the ravine between them.

But then something changed. One community wanted their children to be able to attend
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the other's school, which was the envy of the area. And, the second community in turn,
needed the first to reach the nearest market.

Both of themn realized that their lives and livelihoods dependent on each other...that they,
like all of us, shared a common destiny. So, with help from the local government and

USAID, they rolled up their sleeves and built a bridge, both literally and figuratively,
between them.

What they created that day was the birth of a partnership to improve the lives of citizens
of both communities. And even after the hurricane, what they created that day is still
standing strong.

Perhaps that's because it was built not just from metal and cement and concrete, but on
a foundation of peace, that so many others struggled and sacrificed for so long to lay
down.

We think of the leaders of civil society here, the leaders of private sector, the leaders of the
military who rejected the “autogolpe”, defended the constitution and preserved democracy.

And we can think of so many individuals who played such critical roles. Two come to mind:
Rosalina Tuyuc. After her husband and father disappeared, she drew attention to the
plight of women widowed by viclence and left unable to support their children. Or of
Amilcar Mendez, who despite being beaten, terrorized, and threatened, refused to yield in
his fight for equality and justice.

Today the work of these two pioneers, along with so many others, continues, not from the

streets, but from this new Congress, from this new Government, from this new Military. It
is sometimes hard to see progress from the inside as you live and breathe it. But just think
of what you have accomplished in less than two years. Nearly 3,000 ex combatants of the
civil war have rejoined society. Victims of war are being resettled. The military is assuming
its rightful role, helping out heroically during the hurricane, saving lives and providing relief.

And from different political parties, and with different pasts, you had the courage to come
together to make the hard choices, to pass constitutional reforms, and help fulfill the
promise of the Peace Accords. Now, the decision is in the people's hands. There may be
differences over individual words and provisions. And it will not be easy. Nothing worth
doing ever is. But one thing is clear: These reforms represent the future of a new
Guatemala.:

But you who are in this chamber understand better than most, that writing and passing .

laws, putting words of peace on paper, is not at all what needs to be done. That is just a
beginning. It is what is in the hearts and minds of hurman beings that will determine
whether peace is lasting. Their fulfillment by people every day in the decisions that they
make will really tell us whether peace is real, whether there is freedom and justice, and
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dignity for all. will be lived out in the countless villages and on the streets of every city in
this country. .

As the Popol Vuh says, "May they rise up, may they rise up, may not even one or two
Igrfté’ps bed left behind.” Your Peace Accords call for everyone to rise up, for no one to be
eft behind.

And by example, you have the opportunity to teach the world about the power of inclusion.
If individuals are respected as members of families, communities and countries. If they
have a say and a stake in their ndtion's future. If women and men, Mayans and Ladinos,
young and old, rural and urban, former guerillas and former soldiers have the opportunities
and responsibilities of citizenship: That is the difference between a peace that is promised
and a peace that is fulfilled. And Guatemala is in a unique position to show the rest of the
world what peace truly means,

Now | am well aware it is easy for me to say these words. | come here today as someone
who did not have to live through nearly four decades of war. | did not lose my parents or
brother or husband to a conflict | was too young to understand. 1didn't have to worry about
whether my daughter or my husband would make it home safely after they went to work
or to the market. Or if there'd ever be a time we could live in peace. So | come here with
the utmost admiration for all you've been through and all you have done to end this conflict.
And | arn also very admiring for what you are doing now and | trust you will do in the future
to fulfill the promise of peace for every woman and man, every boy and girl.

Over the next few years, you can show the world that to fulfill the promise of peace, all
people must be given the tools of opportunity to make the most of their God-given promise
in life. That means translating words into actions, promises into results. In preparing for
this trip and acquiring information and research about your country, | was given a piece of
paper with the words “Cycle of Misery” printed across the top. It was a chart that showed
with arrows what that cycle of misery was.

At the top of the chart it said that 75 percent of rural women in Guatemala are illiterate.
They are likely to have more children, to receive less pre-natal care and less family

planning. They are more likely to die in childbirth leaving orphans. Their children are far .

more likely to die before their first birthday. If they survive they are more likely to be
malnourished --and to grow up to be illiterate...thereby beginning the cycle all over again.

So | want again to congratulate ycju for understanding that that cycle must be broken, for
including, as part of the Peace Accords, a commitmaent to increase spending for education
and health care by 50 percent in order to break this cycle of misery once and for all.

At a hospital in Antigua yesterday, | met a group of trained indigenous midwives. Spread
out on the floor with colorful blankets, they performed a skit they use to teach women and
men about the fundamental lessons of safe child birth. They then went around the room,
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telling one compelling story after another how this training is helping them save the lives
of pregnant women and their bab;es

| have seen that strength of purpose in the faces of so many people from Guatemala, at
a gathering of microcredit organizations a few years ago in Costa Rica, a woman from
Guatemala stood up and proudly told her story, With the help of a very small loan, she

went from being a mango seller on the streets to owning a market stall and eventually

running a small business with 15 employees. She went from someone who started out

- working on the streets at the age of 12 to someone who now has the resources to send her
oldest son 1o college in the United States. That is the story of success and commitment

and strength that | hear over and over again about the people of your country.

The most powerful weapon a society has to achieve peace and progress is education,
particularly the education of girls-and women. There have been many studies done over
the past twenty or so years. By the World Bank, by the International Monetary Fund, and
other multilateral institutions to determine exactly what were the best investments that
would move a country forward economically and socially.

| believe that the researchers, when they began their work, thought that the answers would
be perhaps better transportation, perhaps better and stronger banking systems, improving
infrastructure of all kinds. But t|me and time again, when the studies were done, the
answer turned out to be investments in educating girls and women.

Because when you educate a child, you educate a future citizen. But when you educate
a woman, you educate a family. And by doing that you create even more future cmzens
who will be productlve and contnbut:ng members of your socisty,

Yesterday, at the beautiful Colonial Museum in Antigua, where the oldest university in
Central America once stood, | heard how you are meeting your goal to help one million
more Guatemalans read and write by the year 2000. That truly will break the cycle of
misery. That truly will create economic oppontunity for this country. .| met a 13 year old
girl, who can now go to school because of one of the scholarships that is being provided.

A Mayan woman who can now read and write because of a literacy program. A young-

man, who is getting his master’s degree in bilingual education, becausa of a scholarship.
And | was pleased to announce a new United States program to help you meet this critical
goal.

In the aftermath of war, too often women are the ones left behind, forc;ed to raise children
alone. Too often women and chlldren make up the vast majority of refugees. Too often
women alone must be the architects of their own lives and now they must also jOln men in
being the architects of this peace.

I want to recognize in the audience today Guatemalan women leaders. They formed one
of the most impressive delegations to attend the recent Vital Voices conference in
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Montevideo. And | want to thank all of you here for creating a National Women's Forum

dedicated to ensuring that women are full participants in the social, political, and economic
future of Guatemala.

Fultilling the promises of peace also depends upon all citizens making their voices heard
at the ballot box and even on the soap box, in the board rooms and the classrooms, in the
national government and in local govemments -- at every level of the political process. It

_is also impontant to make it clear to all that with citizenship, comes not just rights but also

responsibilities. One responsibility is to vote, one responsibility is to pay one’s fair share
for the common good of our nations. | know you are working to enforce a fairer, broader,
and more adequate tax system. That is a challenge every nation, including my own, faces.
And | know it's particularly important for you right now, as you strive to make these critical
social investments in education and health. -

You also have the opportunity to teach the world that you cannot have a lasting peace

without strengthening the rule of law and ensuring justice and security for all citizens of
your nation. None of us who care about Guatemala, or justice or the rule of law will ever

forget what Bishop Gerardi did to defend the human rights of all people and support the

power of reconciliation to heal a nation. His murder offends all we stand for as human
beings. And | am hopeful that the authorities will succeed in bringing all those responsible

to justice.

It is also impontant to make it clear to all that with citizenship comes not just rights, but
responsibilities. One responsibility if to vote, one responsibility is to pay one’s fair share
for the common good of our nations. | know you are working to enforce a fairer, broader,
and more adequate tax system. That is a challenge every nation, including my own, faces.
And | know it is particularly important for your right now, as you strive to make these critical
social investments in education and health.

You also have the opportunity to teach the world that you cannot have a lasting peace
without the rule of law and insuring justice and security for all citizens of your nation. None
of us who care about justice or the rule of law will ever forget what Bishop Gerardi did to
defend the human rights of all people and support the power of reconciliation to heal a
nation. His murder offends all we stand for as human beings. And | am hopeful that the
authorities will succeed in bringing all those responsible to justice.

There is no greater tribute to Bishop Gerardi than to see justice done, not only in his case
but in every case, and impunity rejected throughout the country. Because of your reforms,
people who enter the criminal justice system will now have the right to confront witnesses,
the right to plea bargain, to have oral arguments, to be represented by counsel. The
process you begun cannot afford to fail,

Because when the rule of law fails, when the justice systam elicits not comfort, but fear,
our entire societies fail. Justice is basic to everything else. Democracy depends on it.
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Economic progress depends on it. And the fulfillment of peace depends on it as well.

I am well aware that when we have places where palitical conflict has ended, violence
often reemerges in other forms like street crime and domestic violence that continue to
terrorize people. In another country | just visited, | saw and image that will stay with me
forever. At a program to deal with both the victims and perpetrators of domestic violence,
there was a display of the weapons that had been used to beat and abuse and even kill
membaers of families. There were descriptions under each weapon of how they were used.
There were spoons that had been broken over the heads of babies, machetes that had
been used to beat and cut. These were weapons that had other purposes, legitimate
purposes, but they had been turned against women and children.

Domastic violence, like street violence, like political violence, cannot be brushed aside in
any society. It too is a crime that must be punished with the full force of the law.

Finally, you can teach the world that fulfilling the promise of peace means reconciling those
on both sides of the conflict and reconciling the past with a future that offers so much more
to everyone.

In country after country that has made the transition from violence to peace, reaching that
future has depended upon a full, complete and honest recounting of the past. No one
knows the difficulty and pain that opening up old wounds may produce; but few doubt how
crucial it is to national healing. | think of the courage of the individuals from Chile to
Argentina to South Africa to Bosnia across our world who have told their stories and of
those who have tried to answer their questions.

Soon, the Historical Clarification Commission will issue its report. My country has
supported the work of this Commission. And | was pleased to learn that the Guatemalan
Government has made a commitment to ensure that this report does not just sit on a shelf
gathering dust. Recently, your Foreign Minister told a gathering in Brussels that when the
report comes out, your president wants 1o use it to spark a national dialogue and launch

. a major education campaign.

| have heard from some of the victims of violence here in Guatemala. | will never forget
listening to a young Guatemalan woman tell her story at the Vital Voices Conference in
Montevideo last month. Like many, she was forced to flee the country she loved during
the war. But, like so many others, she is now coming back. She is not coming back to
avenge the past, she is coming back to help build the future. She wants to make her
contribution to a new Guatemala by organizing young people to help them heal their own
psychic wounds and to rebuild their nation,

We know that a country with no memory is a country with no history. Whether it is the evil
of slavery in my own country or the ravages of war in another, it is up to us to teach our
children about our past, not only in classrooms, but in living rooms as well. Because
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children carry a nation's memory. They are the ones who will pass down the pictures of
the Mayan ruins | will visit later in Tikal, or of the beautiful buildings still standing from
colonial times that | saw in Antigua. It is the children who will help finish the leng journey
of peace that their parents and grandparents so courageously began.

| saw the faces of such children yesterday: five young Mayan girls, all recipients of

scholarships, who | had met earlier in Washington at a conference about girls' education.
Without these scholarships, these girls might have been destined to live a life without
reading and writing, a life without education, a life without hope. But when they spoke to
me yesterday, their eyes lit up as they talked about all they were leaming in school and the
progress they were making. | could tell that they too were eager to join the rest of their
fellow citizens in making their contributions.

Your country’s celebrated poet Otto René Castillo wrote, “Yes, | am always singing, always
struggling, so that the world may exchange its sadness for a simple cascade of joy, for
spark of love, for a rose of sweet words and sweet eyes.”

The people of Guatemala, despite the conflict, never stopped singing and struggling for 36
long years. You have exchanged sadness for joy, war for peace, division for
reconciliation. ' :

And it was because you never stopped singing and struggling, that those five little girls can

put on their school clothes, pick up their book bags, and walk out the door, confident they
can travel as far as their dreams now, and their hard work today and tomorrow will take
them...in a new peaceful Guaternala, where no ona is left behind.

President Kennedy once said, “On this earth, God's work is our own.” The people in this
Congress, in this Government, in this country are, | believe, certainly doing God's work.
Blessed are the psacemakers. Our nation and our world thank you. God bless you...and
God bless Guatemala.

Thank you very much,

discurso.hil
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But you who wrrte and pass laws understand better than
anyone that peace is not what s on paper but what’s in our hearts -

Not only the passmg of laws one day. But thelr fulﬁllment by -

,’ ﬁ people every _day. Not the absence of war.. But,vvrather the -

- presence of justice‘and fr%iedom and dtgnrty forall.

As the Popul Vuh [Poh-pull Voo] says “May they rlse up, -

f .frnay they rise. up, may not even one or two groups be left behlnd o
B onur Peace Accords call for everyone to rlse up, for no one to be <
| _‘leftbehrnd | | T

And from drfferent pohtrcal parttes and wrth dlfferent pasts S



' members of famrlres commumtres and countrres If they have a

And by example you have the opportunlty to teach the world

about the power of mclusron If 1nd1vrduals are respected as.

| " " say and a stake m then natlon S ﬁJture If women and men

,' Mayans and Ladrnos young and old, rural and urban former
B 'guer1llas and former soldlers have the opportumtles and N |

: :responsrbrhtles of crtrzenshlp That 1s the drfference between a
N peace that is promrsed and a peace that is fulﬁlled in Northern

Ireland in Bosnia, and yes in Guatemala o

It s easy for 1 me to say these words I come here today as.

- someone who d1d not have to hve through almost four decades of -

- ‘war. I d1d not lose my parents or brothers to a conﬂlct | was too

- young to understand B d1dn t have to worry whether my daughter o

| 'or husband would make 1t home safely Or if there’d ever be a -

o time that we would lrve 1n pcace And so [ come here wrth |

. _dadmrratron for all you ve been through to end your conﬂrct And
P for all you w1ll do to fulﬁll the promrse of peace for every

- ‘Guatemalan woman and man grrl and boy



Over the next few years you can show.the v’\rorld that to |
fulfill the promlse of 1 peace 'we must glve all people tools of _
‘opportunlty That means translatmg words 1nto actions, promlrses |
h into results. I was g1ven apiece of paper the other day w1th the |

. 'words “Cycle of Mlsery prmted across it.

At the top of the chart are the 75 percent of rural women 1n |
. ‘Guatemala who are 1llrterate They are likely to have more

chlldren To recewe less pre—natal care and less famrly plannmg

- ) They are more ltkely to d1e in chtldbtrth Therr chrldren are far , "

o more hkely to d1e before their ﬁrst brrthday If they survive they -

 are more hkely to be malnourlshed and to grow up’ to be

- illiterate. . .thereby begrnnrng the cycle ;all over again.

Sol want- to congratulate you for 1ncludmg, as part of the
- 'Peace Accords a commltment to mcrease spendtng for educatron ,
 and health care by 50 percent 1n order to break this cycle of mlsery“

| ~ once and for all
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| met a woman from Guatemala Wlth the help of a small loan, she

At a hosprtal in Antlgua yesterday, I met a group of tralned

indi genous mldwwes Spread out on the ﬂoor with colorful
- blankets they performed a sk1t they use to teach fundamental
" ~.lessons about safe chrld b1rth And they went around the room

- _tellmg one compelhng story after another about how th1s training 1s N

helpmg them save the lives of pregnant women and their babres.v N

¢
’ t

At a gathermg of mlcrocredrt orgamzatlons in Costa Rica, I

- went from belng a mango seller on the streets to ownrng a market o
 stall and eventually runnlng a small busrness wrth 15 employees
- 'And she went from someone who started out on the streets at the

. ageéof 12 to someone who now has the resources to send her own

children to college \NUSM M s

But the most powerful weapon a socrety has to achreve

- ‘peace and progress is: eduoatlon especrally of women and glrls
| There have been rnany studres done by multmatronal 1nst1tut10ns -
"\sueh as the World Bank and IMF about the most important

'mvestments countnes can make to raise thelr standard of lrvmg

1



. S 'Before the studie‘s were‘ done' some may have thOught the
R 'answers would turn out to be stronger banks better roads or more‘ .
: mtegrated markets But the answer every tlme was 1nvestments 1n, .

educatmg gtrls and women

R Because when you educate a chrld you educate a crtrzen
Lo »‘ Lo ,When you educate a Woman you educate a famrly
e ., " 'Yester'day, at the béautiful Colonial MuSeu’r”n‘ where'r the
oldest unlversrty in Central Amerrca once stood I heard how you
are meetlng your goal to help one m11110n more Guatemalans read
R and wrrte by the year 2000 That truly w111 break the cycle of -
. o '.mrsery I r?gt al3 year old grrl who can now g0 to school |
B because of a scholarshrp A Mayan woman who can now read and
| wrrte because of a hteracy program A young rnan who 18 getttng
his master S degree in b111ngual educatron because of a. N
~scholarsh1p And I announced a new U S. program to help you

meet th1s crrtlcal goal

"z :
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o ‘peace o

In the aﬁerrnathi of i\uar, too often women are the ones lefc N
behind, forced to raise their-children alone. Too often women and
children make up the "Vasgt majortity of reﬁlgees “Too often women

| are the v1ct1ms of war. And S0 too must they be the archltects of

* T wantto recogmze m the audlence today Guatemalan women
leaders who formed one of the most 1mpressrve delegatlons to

"attend the Vital Vowes conference reeently in Montewdeo [And I ::

want to thank all of you *here for. creatmg a Natxonal Women .

- Forum dedlcated to ensurmg that women are full participants. in the |

socral polmcal and economtc future of Guatemala ]

Fulﬁl]mg the promlse of peaee also depends upon all cmzens

o makmg therr voices heard at the ballot box and the soap box, in the |

, 'Jboard rooms and the classrooms at the natronal government and

- ) the local government -- at every level of the polmcal process



.

S share for the common good of our natlons I know you are -

And w1th cmzenshlp, comes not Just nghts but

respon31b1t1es One respons1b111ty all of us have is pay our fair -

dfworkmg to enforce a falrer broader and more adequate tax

system It'sa challenge every natlon faces And I know it’s

‘parucularly 1mportant for you r1ght now, as you str1ve to make )

CI’ lthal socxal IHVCS'[antS

You also have the opportumty to teach the world that

- Zﬁllﬁllmg the promlse of peace means strengthenmg the rule of law

and ensuring JUSUCC and securlty for all emzens None of us will

. ever forget What BlShOp Gerardi did to defend the human nghts of -

Call people and support the power of reconcxhatxon to heal a natlon

His murder offends all we stand for as human beings. And I am -

" hopeful that the Guatemalan authorltles will succeed in brmgmg all |

. those resp0n31ble to Justlce

i
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» Justtce done in his case and 1mpun1ty rejected throughout the

There is no greater trrbute to BlShOp Gerard1 than to see

. country Because of your reforms people who enter the crrmlnal
o Justtce system wrll now have the rlght to confront wrtnessess the
,rlght to plea bargaln to have oral arguments and be represented by

counsel "The process you ve begun cannot be allowed to fall

Because when the rule of law falls when the Justrce system

' CllCltS not comfort but fear our entrre soc1ety falls Justlce is

basrc to everythtng else Dernocracy depends on it. Economlc |

| progress depends on 1t The fulﬁllment of peace depends on 1t

Part of what we’v'e seen in places where p01“iti»cal‘ eonﬁ'ct'has |

ended is that Vlo]ences reemerges in other forms like street crlme |

and domestlc v1olence that contrnue to terrorlze people In another o
T country I vrsrted recently, | saw an 1rr1age that wrll probably stay ~
with me forever At a domesttc v1olence program there were

o | Aknrves and weapons of all shapes and sizes arranged and hung

along the wall And there were descrrpttons under each weapon of o

how they were used Not for cookrng Not as souvenlrs They

were weapons used to hurt perhaps klll the women and ch1ldren

m the1r owner S lrfe
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. R o Domestlc v1olence hke pohtlcal v101ence is not afamlly o
| matter to be brushed a51de #It’s a crime that must be pumshed W1th

| V‘ the full force of the law

Fmally, you can teach the world that fulﬁlhng the promise of
peace means reconcnllng those on both 51des of the confhct and o
reconcﬂmg the past W1th the ﬁJture SO we can move forward

A together | b

In country after country that ha‘K' de the transmon from‘
- ‘v1olenee to peace reachmg the future depends upon a full,
o A comp]ete and honest recountmg of the past. No one knows the
| . o -dlfﬁculty and pam that openmg up old Woulds may produce but
“ few doubt how cruc1a1 1t is to nat10na1 heahng I think of the
icourage of the mdmduals who have told thelr story and of those

who have tned to answer




“\._, .

‘Soon, the Histot’iCal Clariﬁeation Comntission will issue its
‘report My country has supported the work of the Commlss1on
- And I was dehghted to leam that the Guatemalan government has :
E made a commttment to msure that thlS Teport does not Just 31t ona

'shelf gathermg dust. Recently, your Fore1gn Mlnlster told a |
| gathertng m Brussels that when the report comes out, your |
._Pre31dent wants to use it to spark a nattonal dlalogue and ]aunch a

major educatlon campalgn

Iilwill never forget liSten’ing to a young‘Guatern‘alan woman |
 tell her 's'tory“at the Vi;talE Voices confere'nce i.n‘Mont'evi’deo last
month. Like many Guatemalans she was"for’ced to flee ‘h‘er |
-*country durmg the war. But hke SO many Guatemalans she i is
L now coming back She wants to make her contrlbutlon to the new
| "Guatemala by orgamzmg young people to heal thelr own hves and
rebuild their nat1on R R m weet
| ‘We know a countr'y with no rnemory is a country with no -
- "hlstory Whether it’s the evil of slavery in my country or the ~
» ;ravages of war in another itis up to. us to teach eh1ldren about our

past in thetr classrooms and hvmg rooms.



. . Lo
:

words and sweet eyes

Our chlldren carry a nation’s memorles They are the ones

who w111 pass down the p1ctures of the Mayan rums r m v151t1ng in

| Tikal later this aﬁernoon and of the Colonlal umes Isawin
o Antigua. And it is the chtldren who w1ll help ﬁrush the long |
- journey of peace the1r parents and grandparents 50 courageously

. ‘began

I saw the faces of those chlldren yesterday There were five

young Mayan gtrls all rectplents of scholarshtps who I had met

earher in Washmgton at a USAID educatton conference Without o
the scholarshtps these gtrls mlght have been desttned to hve alife |
| 'W1thout readmg and wrltmg, a 11fe W1thout educatton or hope But'
‘when they spoke to me yesterday, thelr eyes lit up as they talked

~ about all they were learntng in school and the progress they were

makmgthere R

Your country s celebrated poet Otto-Rene Casttllo

- [re-Nay kas- Tee yo] wrote “Yes [am always smgmg, always
strugglmg, 0 that the world may exchange its saddness for a

| srmple cascade of Joy, for a spark of love, for arose of sweet .



| It was because the peOple of Guatemala never stopped
‘ ,smgmg and strugglmg for 36 years that you have exchanged

- .saddness for j Joy, war for peace dlvrsron for reconc111at10n

V And it was beeause!rthe people of Guatemala neyer Stopped |

B : smgmg and Strugghng for 36 years that every day, those five httle

o glrls can put on thelr scheol clothes, prck up their book bags and

| Walk out the door conﬁdent that they can travel as far as their
- dreams will take thernv. .~.1n anew peaceful Guatemala, where no

 one is left behind.’

\ Pre31dent Kennedy once sard “On th1s earth God’s work is |

©our own The people in the Congress m the govemment in thls |

| country are certamly dorng God’s work. Blessed are the |

B | peacemakers Our natron and world than?s you. God Bless
B ‘you .and God Bless Guatemala L

‘Thank you very much.



