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FIRST LADY HILLARY CLINTON 

SPEECH AT GUATEMALAN CONGRESS 


November 19, 1998 


Thank you very much to the President, to the distinguished first Vice President, who just 
delivered such a powerful speech about the aspirations and hopes of her people j to the 
first secretary, to the distinguished members of Congress, to members of the Judiciary, to 
other representatives of the government, excellencies, and ladies and gentlemen: 

It is for me a great honor to be invited to address this Congress. the first in your history to 
lead a truly peaceful nnd democratic Guatemala. 

I also want to commend you for understanding the hard work that legislators do and extend 
, a special greeting 'to the 60 legislative assistants of CEDEL, who will be assisting you with 

your important labors. " 

As I prepared for this trip, I read some poetry of Humberto Ak'abal. the internationally 
celebrated indig~nous writer who educated himself, often bringing home books and 
reading by candlelight. He wrote of a land so beautiful that "if you climb up an ancient 
cypress tree and creep among its branches, ..you will see the earth is not so far from 
heaven." 

I understood exactly what he meant as our plane approached Guatemala yesterday, and 
I could see the mountains and volcanoes and ravines that almost did seem to reach up to 
meet us half way. I felt that way again earlier today as we made the beautiful drive from 
Antigua. I have walked those cobblestone streets, I have seen the'colorful houses, and 

"' understood even better why this land is renowned for its beauty and its history. 

I have thought often of the meeting I had yesterday with women leaders, including the First 
Vice President. They may have represented different ideologies, they may have stood on 
opposite sides of the conflict for 36 years, but they discussed similar hopes for their 
country: education for every child, health carel jobs, a justice system that upholds the rule 
of law, a full recovery from the hurricane, a country that leaves no person behind. 

People from all over the world who live in war·torn communities from Bosnia to Northern 
Ireland can now look to Guatemala and know that, even after 36 years of war, you can let 
go of old hatreds. You can defy history and rewrite it. You can transform a nation--from 
a culture of violence to a culture of peace. From authoritarian practice to democratic 
principle. From exclusion to inclusion. 

I want to congratulate this Chamber. I want to congratulate your President, Whose vision 
of peace inspired this processl and I especially want to congratulate all the people of 
Guatem~la for having the courage to start walking down the long road to peace, even 
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when the path was rough, even when the mountains where, hard to climb. 

And. on behalf of my husband, the President of the United States, and his Government as 
well as the American People, I want you to know that the United States will continue to 
stand with you as you implement the Peace Accords, as you strengthen democracy, as you 
encourage economic growth, and a broad tax base, as you make social investments! as 

'you protect human rights, and as you rebuild after one of the worst storms in our 
hemisphere's history. 

The sympathy and prayers of myself. my husband, and our entire country have been with 
you since hurricane Mitch first struck. Yesterday, I received a full briefing on what this 
tragedy has meant for Guatemala--the children who lost parents, the families who lost 
homes, the communities that lost roads and bridges, crops and infrastructure. And I will 
bring that information back to my country and our Government. 

I want you to know that my husb/ilnd has increas,ad U. S. Government disaster assistance 
in Central America to over $300 million now. He is also halting all deportations to 
Guatemala, EI Salvador, Nicaragua and Honduras until into the new year, while our 
government explores long-term solutions to your concerns. 

I am also pleased to announce today that an additional donation of 60 million pounds of 
wheat for Guatemala will be coming soon. In addition, the United States is increasing the 
amount of low interest loans provided for food to $10 million. Former Peace Corps 
volunteer's, who love your country so much, will halp in the rebuilding process. And USAID 
and the Inter-American Development Bank are providing $17 million to finance micro 
businesses in this region, many of which were devastated by the storm, so that people can 
get back on their feet and get back into business again. 

The food and clothing and medicine arriving here comes not just from our government but 
from people in every comer of my country. Many of those living in the U.S. trace their roots 
to Guatemala. And we are all bound by our relationships among our religious 
communities, our personal ties, our friendships and our families. All Americans have been 
inspired by how you have come: together as a nation to repair and rebuild. 
At the height of the storm, I heard about Guatemalans working who risked their personal 
safety to rescue and comfort people who had just lost every material possession. And in 
the moving video of the storm that your Vice President showed me yesterday, it was clear 
that every person of every background came together in this time of tragedy. 

I can't help but think how that same courage, unbreakable spirit and trust in each other' 
huve sustained you in your struggle for peace. On the way here, I heard a wonderful story 
about two communities 'that had been on the opposite sides of the civil war. For decades 
they did not speak-wseparated by much more than the ravine between them. 

But then something changed. One community wanted their children to be able to a1tend 
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the other's school. which was the envy of the area. And, the second community in turn, 
needed the first to reach the nearest market. 

80th of them realized that their lives and livelihoods dependent on each othcr ... that they, 
like all of us, shared a common destiny. So, with help from the local government and 
USAID, they rolled up their sleeves and built a bridge, both literally and figuratively, 
between them. 

What they created that day was the birth of a partnership to improve the lives of citizens 
of both communities. And even after the hurricane, what they created that day is still 
standing strong. 

Perhaps that's because it was built not just from metal and cement and concrete, but on 
a foundation of peace, that so many others struggled and sacrificed for so long to lay 
down. 

We think of the leaders of civil society here. the leaders of private sector, the leaders of the 
military who rejected the "autogolpe". defended the constitution and preserved democracy. 

And we can think of so many individuals who played such critical roles. Two come to mind: 
Rosalina Tuyuc. After her husblind and father disappeared, she drew attention to the 

.J 	 plight of women widowed by violence and left I,mable to support their children. Or of 
Amilcar Mendez, who despite beiAg beaten, terrorized, and threatened, refused to yield in 
his fight for equality and justice. 

Today the work of these two pionl¥ers, along with so many others, continues, not from the 
streets, but from this new Congress, from this new Government, from this new Military. It 
is sometimes hard to see progress from the inside as you live and breathe it. But just think 
of what you have accomplished in less than two years. Nearly 31000 ex combatants of the 
civil war have rejoined society. Victims of war are being resettled. The military is assuming 
its rightful role, helping out heroically during the hurricane, saving lives and providing relief. 

And from different political parties, and with different pasts, you had the courage to come 
together to ma.ke the hard ,choices, to pass constitutional reforms, and help fulfill the 
promise of the Peace Accords. Now, the decision is in the people's hands. There may be 
differences over individual words and provisions. And it will not be easy. Nothing worth 
doing ever is. But one thing is clear: These reforms represent the future of a new 
Guatemala: 

But you who are in this chamber understand better than most, that writing and passing 
laws, putting words of peace on paper, is not at all what needs to be done. That is just a 
beginning. It is what is in the hearts and minds of human beings that will determine 
whether peace is lasting. Their fulfillment by people every day in the decisions that they 
make will really tell us whether peace is real, whether there is freedom and justice, and 
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dignity for all. will be lived out in the countless villages and on the streets of every city in 
this country. . 

As the Popol Vuh says, "May they rise up, may they rise up, may not even one or two 
groups be left behind," Ypur Peace Accords call for everyone to rise up, for no one to be 
left behind. , 

And by example, you have the opportunity to teach the world about the power of inclusion, 
If individuals are respected as members of families, communities and countries. If they 
have a say and a stake in their nation's future. If women and men, Mayans and Ladinos, 
young and old, rural and urban, fo'rrner guerillas and former soldiers have the opportunities 
and re'sponsibilities of citizenship: That is the difference between a peace that is promised 
and a peace that is fulfilled. And Guatemala is in a unique position to show the rest of the 
world what peace truly means. 

Now I am well aware it is easy for me to say these words. I come here today as someone 
who did not have to live through nearly four decades of war. I did not lose my parents or 
brother or husband to a conflict I was too young to understand. I didn't have to worry about 
whether my daughter or my husband would make it home safely after they went to work 
or to the market. Or if there'd ever be a time we could live in peace. So I come here with 
the utmost admiration for all you've been through and all you have done to end this conflict. 
And I am also very admiring for what you are doing now and I trust you will do in the future 
to fulfill the promise of peace for every woman and man, every boy and girl. 

Over the next few years, you can show the world that to fulfill the promise of peace, all 
people must be given the tools of opportunity to make the most of their God-given promise 
in life. That means translating words into actions, promises into results. In preparing for 
this trip and acquiring information and research about your country, I was given a piece of 
paper with the words ;'Cycle of Misery" printed across the top. It was a chart that showed 
with arrows what that cycle of misery was. 

At the top of the chart it said that 75 percent of rural women in Guatemala are illiterate. 
They are likely to have more children, to receive less pre-natal care and le~s family 
planning. They are more likely to die in childbirth leaving orphans. Their children are far. 
more likely to die before their first birthday. If they survive they are more likely to be 
malnourished --and to grow up to be iIIiterate ... thereby beginning the cycle all over again. 

So I want again to congratulate yC!u for understanding that that cycle must be broken, for 
including, as part of the Peace Accords, a commitment to increase spending for education 
and health care by 50 percent in order to break this cycle of misery once and for all. 

At a hospital in Antigua yesterday, I met a group of trained indigenous midwives. Spread 
out on the floor with colorful blankets, they performed a skit they use to teach women and 
men about the fundamental lessons of safe child birth. They then went around the room, 
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telling one compelling story after another how this training is helping them save the lives 
of pregnant women and their babies. 

I have seen thatstrength of purpose in the faces Or50 many people from Guatemala, at 
a gathering of microcredit organizations a few years ago in Costa Rica, a woman from 
Guatemala stood up and proudly told her story. With the help of a very small loan, she 
went from being a mango seller on the streets to owning a market stall and eventually' 
running a small business with 16 employees. She went from someone who started out 
working on the streets at the age 'of 12 to someone who now has the resources to send her 
oldestson to college in the United States. That is the story of success and commitment 
and strength that I hear over an<;t over again about the people of your country. 

The most powerful weapon a sc;>ciety has to achieve peace and progress is education. 
partiCUlarly the education of girls 'and women. There have been many studies done over 
the past twenty or so years. By the World Bank, by the International Monetary Fund, and 
other multilateral institutions to getermine exactly what were the best investments that 
would move a country forward eponomically and socially. 

I believe that the researchers, wh~n they began their work, thought that the answers would 
be perhaps better transportation, perhaps better and stronger banking systems, improving 
infrastructure of all kinds. But time and time again, when the studies were done, the 
answer turned out to be investmknts in educating girls and women .. 

Because when you educate a Child, you educate a future citizen. But when you educate 
a woman, you educate a family. And by doing that you create even more future citizens 
who will be productive and contributing members of your society. 

Yesterday, at the beautiful Colonial Museum in Antigua, where the oldest university in 
Central America once stood, I heard how you are meeting your goal to help one million 
more Guatemalans read and wriite by the year 2000. That truly will break the cycle of 
misery. That truly will create economic opportunity for this country .. 1met a 13 year old 
girl, who can now go to school because of one of the scholarships that is being provided. 
A Mayan 'woman who can now read and write because of a literacy program. A young· 
man, who is getting his master's degree in bilingual education, because of a scholarship. 
And I was pleased to announce a new United States program to help you meet this critical 
goal. 

In the aftermath of war, too often women are the ones left behind, forced to raise children 
I 

alone. Too often women and children make up the vast majority of refugees. Too often 
women alone must be the archite,cts of their own lives and now they must also join men in 
being the architects of this peace. 

, want to recognize in the audience today Guatemalan women leaders. They formed one, 
of the most impressive delegations to attend the recent Vital Voices conference in 
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Montevideo. And I want to thank all of you here for creating a National Women's Forum 
dedicated to ensuring that women are full participants in the social, political, and economic 
future of Guatemala. 

Fulfilling, the promises of peace also depends upon all citizens making their voices heard 
at the ballot box and even on the soap box:, in the board rooms and the classrooms, in the 
national government and in ,local governments -~ at every level of the political process. It 
is also important to make it clear to all that with citizenship, comes not just rights but also 
responsibilities. One responsibility is to vote, one responsibility is to pay one's fair share 
for the common good of our nations. I know you are working to enforce a fairer, broader, 
and more adequate tax system. That is a challenge every nation, including my own, faces. 
And I know it's particulany important for you right n~w. as you strive to make these critical 
social investments in education and health. 

You also have the opportunity to teach the world that you cannot have a lasting peace 
without strengthening the rule of law and ensuring justice and security for all citizens of 
your nation. None of us who care about Guatemala, or justice or the rule of law will ever 
forget what Bishop Gerardi did.to defend the human rights of all people and support the 
power of reconciliation to heal a nation. His murder offends all we stand for as human 
beings. And I am hopeful that the authorities will succeed in bringing all those responsible 
to justice. 

It is also important to make.it cl~ar to all that with citizenship comes not just rights, but 
responsibilities. One responsibility if to vote. one responsibility is to pay one's fair share 
for the common good of our nations. I know you are working to enforce a fairer, broader, 
and more adequate tax system. That is a challenge every nation, including my own, faces. 
And I know it is particularly important for your right now, as you strive to make these critical 
social investments in education and health. 

You also have the opportunity to teach the world that you cannot have a lasting peace 
without the rule of .law and insuring justice and security for all citizens of your nation. None 
of us who care about justice or the rule of law will ever forget what Bishop Gerardi did to 
defend the human rights of all people and support the power of reconciliation to heal a 
nation. His murder offends all we stand for as human beings. And I am hopeful that the 
authorities will succeed in bringing all those responsible to justice. 

There is no greater tribute to Bish'op Gerardi than to see justice done, not only in his case 
but in every case, and impunity rejected throughout the country. Because of your reforms, 
people who enter the criminal justice system will now have the right to confront witnesses, 
the right to plea bargain, to have oral arguments, to be represented by counsel. The 
process you begun cannot afford to fail. 

Because when the rule of law fails, when the justice system elicits not comfort, but feat, 
our entire societies fail. Justice is basic to everything else. Democracy depends on it. 
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Economic progress depends on it. And the fulfillment of peace depends on it as well. 

I am well aware that when we have places where political conflict has ended, violence 
often reemerges in other forms like street crime and domestic violence that continue to 
terrorize people. In another country I just visited, I saw and image that will stay with me 
forever. At a program to deal with both the victims and perpetrators of domestic violence, 
there was a display of the weapons that had been used to beat and abuse and even kill 
members of families. There were descriptions under each weapon of how they were used. 
There were spoons that had been broken over the heads of babies, machetes that had 
been used to beat and cut. These were weapons that had other purposes. legitimate 
purposes, but they had been turned against women and children. 

Domestic violence, like street violence, like political violence, cannot be brushed aside in 
any society. It too is a crime that 'must be punished with the full force of the law. 

Finally, you can teach the world that fulfilling the promise of peace means reconciling those 
on both sides of the conflict and re~onciling the past with a future that offers so much more 
to everyone. 

In country after country that has made the transition from violence to peace, reaching that 
future has depended upon a full, complete and honest recounting of the past. No one 
knows the difficulty and pain that opening up old wounds may produce; but' few doubt how 
crucial it is to national healing. I think of the courage of the individuals from Chile to 
Argentina to South Africa to Bosrtia across our world who have told their stories and of 
those who have tried to answer th'eir questions. 

Soon, the Historical Clarificatior Commission wiU issue its report. My country has 
supported the work of this Commission. And I was pleased to learn that the Guatemalan 
Government has made a commitment to ensure that this report does not just sit on a shelf 
gathering dust. Recently, your Foreign Minister told a gathering in Brussels that when the 
report comes out, your president wants to use it to spark a national dialogue and launch 

, a major education campaign. 

I have heard from some of the victims of violence here In Guatemala. I will never forget 
listening to a young Guatemalan woman tell her story at the Vital Voices Conference in 
Montevideo last month. Like many, she was forced to flee the country she loved during 
the war. But, like so many others, she is now coming back. She is not coming back to 
avenge the past, she Is coming b;3.ck to help build the future. She wants to make her 
contribution to a new Guatemala by organizing young people to help them heal their own 
psychic wounds and to rebuild their nation. 

We know that a country with no memory is a country with no history. Whether it is the evil 
of slavery in my own country or the ravages of war in another, it is up to us to teach our 
children about our past, not only In classrooms, but in living rooms as well. Because 
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children carry a nation's memory. They are the ones who will pass down the pictures of 
the Mayan ruins I will visit later in Tikal, or of the beautiful buildings still standing from 
colonial times that I saw in Antig4a. It is the children who will help finish the long journey 
of peace that their parents and grandparents so courageously began. 

I saw the faces of such chlldren yesterday: five young Mayan girls, all recipients of 
scholarships, who I had met earlier in Washington at a conference about girls' education. 
Without these scholarships, these girls might have been destined to live a life without 
reading and writing, a life without education, a life without hope. But when they spoke to 
me yesterday, their eyes lit up as they talked about all they were leaming in school and the 
progress they were making. I could tell that they too were eager to join the rest of their 
fellow citizens in making their contributions. 

Your country's celebrated poet Otto Rene Castillo wrote, "Yes, I am always singing, always 
struggling, so that the world may exchange its sadness for a simple cascade of joy, for 
spark of love, for a rose of sweet words and sweet eyes." 

The people of Guatemala, despite the conflict, never stopped singing and struggling for 36 
long years. You have exchanged sadness for joy, war for peace, division for 
reconciliation. 

And it was because you never stopped singing and struggling. that those five little girls can, 
put on their school clothes, pick up their book bags, and walk out the door, confident they 
can travel as far as their dreams now, and their hard work today and tomorrow will take 
them...in a new peaceful Guatemala, where no one is left behind. 

President Kennedy once said, "On this earth, God's work is our own." The people in this 
Congress, in this Government, in this country are, I believe, certainly doing God's work. 
Blessed are the peacemakers. Our nation and our world thank you. God bless you ... and 
God bless Guatemala. 

Thank you very much. 

discurso.hil 
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" ' President ofthe:Congress Barrios, Vice'PresidentFlores, " 

distinguished members ofCongress, AmbassadorPlanty, and.a , ' 

'special greeting toothe 60: legislative assistants ofCEDEL: It is for' ' 

me a great honor to address thi& 'Congress -- the first in your 
, j.~' '. . . 

, history to lead a truly peaceful and democratic Guatemala; 

As I prepared for this trip, I read some of the poetry of ' 

HumbertoAk'abal, [Oo-m-berto A~-kah-balll the internationally 

celebrated indigenous writer who educated himself,ofien bringing 

"home 'books and readjngby candelighL He wrote ofa land so 
" . t ," ' • , 

, beautif\ll that "ifyou climb up an ancient cypress tree and creep
", . " ., 

'among its branches.. _you wiiI see the earth is not so far from ' 


heaven." 


, , 

1, understood exactly whathe meant ,as our plane approached: 

Guatemala yesterday, and the mountains, volcanos and ravines 
. , '. .', 

, , , 

almostseem.ed toreayh up to meetus halfway_ And lfelt that way 
, " 

again, just now as wetmape the beautiful drive from the 

,cobblestone streets,cblorfulhouses, and',almost spiritual ruins of 
, '", ' " 

, , your ancient capital Aritigua to yo~r modem capital, here in the 

,city of Guatemala. 

. , 
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· .... 

, , 

,On. this drive .over, ;1 thought about a meeting I had yesterdaY' " 
.. I ' , , 

'with women politicalleaders'fr.om different ideologies. And 


though they 'may have stood on opposite sides of war for 36 

'. '. , . . . ' .' ' 

years; ..they discussed similar hopes for Guatemala: education for ' 

" every child,health care, jobs, a justi,ce system,that upholds the rule 
, , I 

ofla'Y, afull recovery from the hurricane, it country that leaves no ' 
, ",.', 

one behind." 

: " People from all .over the world wholive'in'war-torn 


" 'conlmunities from, BosnIa t.o Northern Ireland can look to . : 

, Guatemala and know,that~even after 36 years of war, you can ,let 


goofold hatreds. 'You can defY history'and rewrite' it., Y.ou' can' 


transform anation- froina culture ofviolence to a culture of ' 


, .' peace. ,From authoritarian practice to democratic principle. From' 

exclusion to inclusion. " 

, "I wantto congratUlate this chamber, your President, whose " 

vision of:peace inspiredth~s process,and all the people ~f 
'Guatemala, for having the courage to start walking down this long 

, rDad to p~ace!l evenwhep the patbwas rough, thel110untains hard' 

, to climb. 

http:politicalleaders'fr.om


And, bnbehalf of Itty husband and the American people, 1 . 
.' ..... .... . . '. ..). 

.want youio know that w:e will continue to stand with you as you 
.' 

. 
'. . . ." .' .(JJ,~' . " ..'. . 

implement the Peace Accords, strengthendem,ocracy, encourage 
" : ........ :.... ~.-" 


. economic growth and a 'broad tax baSe,.iiiake s()cial irivestments, . 

. protect' human rights and rebuil~ after one ~fthe.worstston:nsin 
our hemisphere's history .. 

My sympathy and prayers have' been with you since ..... 

Hurricane Mitch fi.rstst~ck.. And yesterday, I received a full 

',' briefing on what this tragedy has meant forGuatemala~ the 

children who lost parents,the families"who losthomes, the· 

.. communities' that .lost roads and bridges, crops .and infrastructUre.' 
. , .. ... ' 

.... And I will bring that information backtolllycountry .... ' 

.... I wimt you tokrioir that myhusband has increased U.S .. 
", I 

government disaster assIstance in Central America to over $300 . 

, million.· And he "is also haJtirtg all deportations to Guatemala, El . 

Salvador, Nicaragua anq\Honduras until after New Year, while our 

'. government explores'loNgMterm solutions.toyourconcerns., . 
.. ' . .. .: " , . ~ 
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. I.am also pleased to announce today an additional donation 
. 	 . 

.	of 60 million pounds of~hea.tfor Guatemala. In addition, the 


United States is increa~ing the amount of low interest loans

" . L. 

· provided for food to $101million .. Former Peace Corps volunteers 

· will help in the rebuildingprocyss. And USAID andthe Inter
, 	 . 

American Development ~ank are providil1g $17 million to finance' 


, .micro businesses in this region, many ofwhich were devastatedpy . 


the storm, so they can pay offtheirlo~ns and get back on their feet. ' 

" .' . 

The food,clothing, and medicine arriving here con1es not 


· just from'our government, but frompeople'inevery corner of my 

. . 	 . ',. . .' .' .' -. ' 

country. Many of those living in the U.S. trace their roots to.. 
, 	 . ' 

.' '. Guatemala. Andwe~re'all bound by the relationships among our·' " . 
, I, '. ,. ' 

· .. ' religious co~munities, personal ties, 'friendships arid families. All 
. ' " . 	 . .. ' 

· . Americans hav~ been' inspired by 'how 'you have come together to-, 
. . . .'.': ~. . ' ," . ., 

"repairand rebuild Y9l}I ijation., . 

'. . . 	 . 

.. At the height ofthe storm, I heard ,about Guatemalans 


· working who risked their personal safety to rescue and comfort 

• . • • • 1 , 	 ..' , 

· people who hadjust lpst every material possession. And in the 


moving video ofthe stonnthat yourgovemlllerit showed me 


ye~terday, it was' clear tl)at every person ofevery background came 


, together in this time of tt~gedy.. 

Ii', , 
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•I can't help but~hi~how that same courage, unbreakable' 
. ..' " " I I' '. • .. 

spirit and trust in eacQ otperJlave sustained you in your fight for· 
. .' .".~ , " . , ' '. . , ." 

peace,' On the way he,re,'I heard'a wonderful story about two . 

communities that had'been on opposite sides of the civil war. For' 
,, . . 'I " .' , 

decades they didn 't s~eak -- sep,arated by much more than the' 

ravine be,tween'them,\ 

< .'. " • • ....' 

But then something changed. Orie community wanted their, . 

children to be able to !attend the other's school,which was the envy 
.. I' 

of the area. <And, thel~econd community, in turri, needed the first 
" , 

. . . '. to reach the nearest market 
:f" " 

Both of them realized that their lives and livelihoods ' 
" ' . I . . 

, :depended on each other.:. ~ that they, like all' of us, shared, a,·comn10n 

,destiny. ,So, with h~lp from the local government and USAID, ~, 

,'. they rolled ilp their sleeves and builta bridge, both literally and 
, . ~ 

figuratively, between'them. 

". What they created'thatdaywasthe birth of a partnership to' 

. improve thelivesofcitizens ofboth 'communities. And even after 

the hurricane, what they created that day is still standing 'strong. 
. - \ '. . - " 
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Perhaps that's because it was built not just w'ith metal and . 
t 
\ .. . 

cement, but on a' foundation of peace, that so many others' 

struggled and sacrificed for so 'long to lay down. 

We think ofthe)e~derso( civil society, the.privatesector, the' 
, . : . . '. . " ..' . 

, . military whorejected;th~ autogolpe[auto'Goal-pay], defended the 


· Constitution and preserved democracy. 


And we think of iNdividuals. We think of Rosalina Tuyuc . 
. '. t. . i ..··, ','. .,.. . '.'" : 
[two-Youk]. '. After h~rhusbal~d and father disappeared, she drew 

•attention to the plight; orwomen widowed by violence. and left.' . 

: unable to support their children ..Or ofArnilcar Mendez, 

.. '. [a-Mil-car]who de,spite being beaten, terrorized, and threatened,' 

· refused to yi~ldin his fight for equalitY and justice .. 

'. '. 

T9day the work of:these two pioneers ,continu~s, not ftom the . 

· streets, but from this pew Congress. His 'sometimes hardto see 
.' .; . . ':. '. ..... . 

'. progress from the inside as you live and breathe it. . But just think 
'. I . .' . 

ofwhat you've.accompl~shecl in les's than two years. Nearly3,OOO 

ex~combatants ofthe civi~ war have rejoined society. Victims of 

war are being resettle~. 'The military is assuming its rightful role, . " .' ' 

helping out heroically dtiring theHurricane,sa~ing:Ijves and 

providing relief. 
".... 

! Ti 
i. 



. And from different ipolitical parties, and with different pasts, ' 
. 	 ' . .' '. ' 

you had the courage to mak:e"the hard choic~s, to p~s 
... 	 Constitutional Refonils, ~d help fulfill the promise of the Peace 

Accords. Now, the decision is in the peoples' hands. There may·· 

be.differences over individual 'Yords and proyisions. And It won't 
. ..' 

be.easy. Nothing worth doing ever is. Butone thing is clear: .. 
" 	 : . " ' . . . . .. . i . ..... . 

. These reforms represyntthe future of Guatemala. 
. .' . 	 \ 

.. But you who write and pass hiws understand betterthan. . . " 	 . ' 

anyone, thatpeace is hot what's 'on paper, but what's in our hearts. 

Not only the passing pf l~ws one day. But their fulfillment by 


.. people everyday. ·N~tthe absence of war. But, rather the 


.. presence ofjustice and fr~edom and dignity for all. 

o • t I 	 . 

\. .: 

. 	 •. I· ... . . .. . .. 

As the PopulV¥h []?oh-pull Voolsays, "May theytise up, - . 
. .. .. . · i··· . . . .. . ... . . 

. may they rise up, ll1ay not even one ortwo groupsbe left behind." . 
. " '1. '. 	 . 

··YourPeaceAccords call for everyone to rise up, for no one to be· 

left behind. ... 



.. '. 

And by example, Y9u have the opportunity to teach the world 

about the power ofinclusion. If individuals are respected as . . "', " .,' 

" ,'. ,'-, ' .. "; ,'. I ' " , ' "' ,: .. 

members<?ffamilies; :·cornmunities, and countries. If they have a 

say and a stake in th(!ir nation',s future.. If women and men, 
, .'" ' " I .,' ." ."""'. ','. 

Mayans and Ladinos, young anp. old, rural and urban, former 
. . ' " 	 ' 

guerillas and former soldi~rs have theoppOrh1l1itiesand , 
, 	 ..' 

responsibilities of citizeqship:. That is the difference between a 
, , ' 

. . 

peace that is promised and a p~acethat is fulfilled in Northem . 


Ireland, in, Bosnia, and,. yes; i~ Guatemala. 


It's easy for.me~to say thes~. words. 1come here today as . 

.someone who did notha~e to live through almo~t four decades of . 

.. .war. I did not lose my parents or brothers to a conflict I ,was too 

. ' young to ungerstand. Ididn'.t have to worry whether my daughter 

or 'husband would make'ilhomesafely. Or if there'd everbe a 

.. time that we would live' in peace.' And soI·come herewith· 
, . .; , ! , . . 

, !, ' 	 . 

.	ad~iration forall you, 've been 'through to end your conflict Arid 

for all you will do to fulfill the promise of peace for every 

Guatemalan woman~nd man, girl. and boy. 

. I 
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Over the next few years, you can show.the world that to .. 

fulfill the promise ofpe~ce?we must give' all people tools of 
. . . . ." 

opportunity. That mean~ translating words into actions, promises 

into results. I was given a piece of paper the other day with the • 
. '. 

words "Cycle ofMiseri' printe.d across it. .' 

'. . ",. '" , . 
, . . " . '" 

At the top of th~ c~art are the 75 percent of rural women in ' ... 

. . Guatemala who are illiterate .. They are likely to have more 

. ; . ' . 

' .. children. To receive'les~ pre~natal care and less family planning . 

•. They are more lik~ly. to die in childbirth .. Their children are far' 

. more likeiy to die before: theirfirsf birthday .. If theysurvive they' 

are more likely to bernainourisheQ - and to grow up to be 


.' . illiterate ... thereby' beginning the 'cycleall over again. '. 


So. I wantto coqgratulate you forincluding, as part of the· 
. .' . '. .... ': I.. , ". .. . . '" 

, , 'Peace Accords~ a corriniitment to increase spending' for education 

and health care by 50:percent in order t9 break thiscydeofmisery 

once and for all. 

, , 
. ].. 

.j , 
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At a hospital in 'Antigua yesterday, I met a group of trained 
'. 1. . 

,indigenous midwives; ,Spread out on the floor with colorful 

blankets, theyperforme~ a skit they use to teach fundamental 
, " 

"lessons about safe chrld ~irth.· And they went around the room, ' 
\ ~ . . . 

telling one compelling story aft~r another about how this training is 
. , ' - . 

helping them save the lives of preghant women and their babies. 
, 
I 

~. 
At agatheringof,microcredit organizations in 'Costa Rica, I 

met awoman from Guat'emala, With the help of a small loan, she' 
. ,~ , , . 

" ,'I' " ,', 

, went from b~ing a mango seller on the streets to owning a market 
. . 

stall and eventually ru.nqing a small business with ISernployees, , ' 
, " " 'i ' ' ' ,,', 

And she went from someone who started out on the streets at the' . ." " . 
" , ,',' ii' " , 

" age of 12 to someoneiw?o ,now has the resources to send her own 

children, to colleg"e,' \,...'., u:s," 
(~. 

-, ' 

But, the most pow~rfu}.weapon a society has toa~hieve 

, peace and progress is:e~ucation :...: especially of women and girls, 

, There have been manys'tudies done by multinational in~titutions

, such as the World Bank!and IMF - about the most important
! .: . 

investments countries can make to raise their standard ofliving.. 

~ . 
" 
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, ,,'. i'" , ' . • ,', , 
Before the studies )¥ere done, some may have thought the ' 

. . - ~ . . 

answers would tum ,()ut tp be'stronger banks, better roads, or more . 

integrated markets., But the answer every time was investments in, 
, , 

educating girls and women. 

Because when you: educate a child, you educate a citiz~n. 
", . .' I .' • . 

When you e'ducate a 'v~man,'yoti educate a family.

vP:'-;--, , , 
, ~ '" ' , 

. Yesterday, at the beautiful Colonial Museum, where the 
., . , .. 

, " 

oldest university in Central America once stood, I heard how you
. . . . 

are ',meeting your goa~ to help one million more Guatef!lalans read 

. and write by the year 2obO.'That truly will ,break the cycle of " 
'~~' "", 

mIsery. I met a 13 year old girl, who can now go 
" 

to school 

because of a scholarship'. A Mayan woman who can now read and 

write bec~use of alit~rac~ prograf!1. A youngman,who is getting , 

his ,master's degre~ i~'bilingual education, bec~use of a. 

scholarship.' Aridr~:nounce.d anew U.S. program to he'lp you 

meet this critical goaL 
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! 

In the aftermath of:war, too often women are the ones left 
, ' 

behind, forced to raise theiF'children alone. Too often women and 
• I" . ' 

childr~n make up the vaSt majortity of refugees. Too often women 

are the victims ofwar.P;illd so too must they be the architects of 

peace~ 

, " Twant to recognize, 'in the audience today Guatemalan 'women 
.' .' ".' . '. . 

leaders who formed dne 'of the most impressive delegations to , 

attend the Vital Voices conference recently in Montevideo. [And I,', ' 
; .." ., 
, 

want to thank all of you there for creating aNational. Women's. 

, Forum dedicated to ells~rlng tharwomen are full participants; in the 
. . .' i' . . . , 

social, political,·and' ecohomic future of Guatemala.] I ' 

Fulfilling the prbrlHse of pe~ce also depends upon all citizens 
, , 

, makirig their voices heal-d at the ballot box and the soap box, in the 
, """ I ",' , " ' ,', '" , 

., " boardrooms and the t1~srooms; at the national government 'and 
. . '. . ; . .... . , 

" the local government-- at every level of the political process. ' 
" :' , ~' 

'f 
\ 

, I' 

, I 

, ' 

'13' 




.'~;. '~,:, ' 

And with citizenship,. comes not just rights~ but .. 


responsibities. One responsibility all of us have is pay our fair 

, . . . . 

. share for the common gdod of our nations. I know you are • 

. working to enforce, a fairer"broader, and more 'adequate tax " . 

system.It'sachallen~e every Qation faces. And I know it's 
.' ' . . . '. 

particularly important fofyou right now, as you strive to make 


critical social investments.' 


You also have the?pportunity to teach the world that 

, fulfilling the pronlise1ofpeace means strengthening the rule of law 
. '., ! '. '. , . '. : 

and ensuringjustice ,and:security foraH citizens. None of us will ' 

. ever forget what Bishop 'Gerardi did to' defend the hUman rights of 

all people andsupp6rt the power'of reconciliation to heal a nation. 

His murder offends a~l,~e starid,for as human beings, And I am -;,'. 
. . ,. , ~ I" ,,' • '.' '. . . 

hopeful that the Guatemalan authorities will succeed in bringing all 

" 'those responsible toju,sti'ce.•", 

~ 
i 

.', 

. !' 
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, 	 " 

There is no greater; tribute to Bishop Gerardi than to see. 
..' 	 . 

justice, done in his case~d;.iinpunity rejected throughout the .' ' 


. , country .. Because of your reforms,people Who enter the criminal 

. ,. " .' . ' 	 . 

, justice system will now have the right to confront witnessess, the 

.... tight to lliea bargain, to~ayeor!liar~ents, and be representedby 

counsel. The process: yoh;ve 'begun,cannot be allowed to faiL 
. ,-'. , . .. . 

Because when the tule of hiw fails, when the justice system 
j • • , 

elicits not comfort, but fear, our entire society fails. lusticeis'
.' .,! .'.. .' 

. . 

basic to .~verything else', Democracy depends on it. Economic , 

progress depends on it."· The fulfillment of peace depends onit~' . 
. 	 . '. . . 

,Part of whatwe'v¢ seen in places where political confict has 
" 	 . . 

ended; is that violences teemergesin other forms like street crime. 
. 	 , 

, c ! " 	 , .,' 

. and domestic violence t~at continue to terrorize people. ' In another .' .' 

. country I visited recently, I saw an image that will probably stay
....' '. ' ... ' '. 'I '.' . '" .:,' , ", ' ...' 

..... 	 with me forever. At ~ dbmesticviolence program, there were ' 

knivesand weapons~f~ll shapes and sizes arranged' and hung . 
• 	 • , j • •.' • • • , 

along the wall. And the~e'were descriptions under each weapon of 
. '. '. "', 	 '..' 

, 	 ' , 

how they were used. Nptfor cooking.. Not as souvenirs. They ,
. . 	 . '. . . 

, were weapons u'sed to hurt, perl:laps kill; the women and children 

in their owner's life. 'I 

. 	, 
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! ".~~ 
.~."" 

Domestic violence,: likepoliticalviolence, is not a family' 
, . 

matter to be brushed aside.'i-;Ji's a crime that must be punished with· 

the full force of th,e law .. 
I 

, 

, ' . . .' . . ," . '. . " 

Finally, you cart teach the, world that fulfilling the promise. of 

peace means reconciling! those on both sides of the confiict,and' . 
, . 

reconciling the past with: the future so we can move forward 

together. t· 

.. In country after country that h~ethe transition from 

. violence to peace, reach~ng the future depends upon a full, . 
. ',~ !' " 

complete.andhonest recounting ofthe past. No one knows the 

. difficulty. and pain that openingup old woulds may produce; but 
. . .' • I, '. . '. 

few doubt how crucial it is to national healing. I think of the 

courage of the individu~ls who have toldtheirstoryandofthose -, 

who have tried to answer eir questions .. 
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Soon, the Historical Clarification Commission will issue its 

report. My country has stIpported the work of the Commission. 

And I was delighted to l~arnthat the Guatemalangovemment has · 

'., made a'commitment to iJ).sure thatthis report does not just sit on a ' 
, .' . . . 

shelf, gathering dust. Recently" your Foreig,n Minister told a 

gathering i~ Brus~elsth~twhen the report comes out, your' 

, President, wants to use it!to spark a national dialogue and launch a' 
. " .' .. . . 

major education campaign. 
I 

" "Iwill never forget Hstening to a young Guatemalan woman 

tell her storyat the Vital: Voices conference in Montevideo last 
" ' 

month. Like many Guatemalans, she was forced to flee her' 
, .." i 

"country during the war. :But, like so many Guatemalans, she is 

now coming back. She wants to make her' contribution to the new 
'I, . 

,Guatemala by organi?ingyoung people to heal th~irownJ!vesand 
rebuild their nation. ' ", ", , , , ~~" 

We know, a cou~trY with no memory is, a country with ~o " 
- .. . 

history.' Whether it's th~ evil of slavery in my country or the 

ravages of war in another, it is up to, us to teach children about our 
, . ; . " ' 

past in their Classrooms land living rooms. 
, ,, 
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Our children carry:3. nation's memories. They are the ones 
., 

who will pass down the pictures 9f the Mayan'ruins I'm visiting in 
, , 

, Tikallater this afternoon and of the Colonial times I saw in 
. ; ,I . 

'Aritigua. And it is the cllildren who will help finish the long 
. , , 

journey of peace, their parents and grandparents so courageously 

",began.,,' 

I saw the faces oft\1ose children yesterday. 'There were five 
" ,,. ' 

. ',I· .";', ' . , 

young Mayan girls, all r~cipients of scholarships,who I had met 
. ',' i' .',,', 

earlier in Washington at aUSAID education conference. Without 
, , : ! ' , , 

the scholarships, these g~rls might have been destined to liv'e a life 

'without readirtgand 'Yriting, a life 'without education or hope. But' 

when they spoke to m.e y'esterday; their eyes lit up as they talked 
, , ' 

about all they were leanling in 'school and the progress they were 

making there. • 

. . , " 

Your country's celebrated poet Otto~Rene~Castillo 


[~e-Nay kas~Tee-yo] ~ro:te, "Yes, I am always singing, always 

, .. " , . . . . , . 

struggling, so that the ~orld may exchange its saddness' for a 
" 

simple.cascade ofjoy, for a spark of love, fora rose of sweet , 
, . . . ., . 

. !. 

words and sweet eyes.",' 
" '! " 

I 

18 




,", " 

·It was because t~e people of Guatemala never stopped 
. : .' t !, .. 

singing and struggling f~r 36'years, that you have exchanged 
," '. j ":' - . 

saddnessfor joy, war for 1peace, division for reconciliation. 
, . . . . " , 

Arid it was because: the p~opJe of Guatemala never stopp~d 
... singing and struggling for 36 years, that every day, those five little· . 

girls can put on their sch<:\)olclothes, pick up their book bags, and 
. . . ! ' 

walk out the door confid~nt that they can travel as far as their 
" " . 

dreams will take thecl ... tn a new peaceful Guatemala, where no 
, . 

one is left behind." .. 

President Kenn~dy pnce said, "On this earth, God~s work is 

'. our own." The people in the Congress, in the .government; in this 
. , , ' ' . . 

country are certainly doiqg God's work. Blessed are the 

. peacemakers. Our nation: and world thanr you. God Bless· 

you ... and.God Bless Guatemala. . . 
I . . . 

. Thank you very m1f1ch. . '.' 

, 
I I 
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