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I delighted today to begin my visit to Bulgaria. I am particularly pleased to be visiting at 
such a promising time in your history -- and in U.S.-Bulgarian relations :-- which have never 
been stronger. The progress you are making in building democracy and strengthening your 
economy sets an example for all of Southeast Europe. 

During my visit, I look forward to participating in an historic regional conference on 
women's issues -- The Women in the 21st Century -- sponsored by Mrs. Stoyanova and the 
Values Foundation. It is an honor to work with her and other women leaders on a project that 
underscores the vital role that women J1ave played -- and will continue to play -- in the 
econqmic and social progress taking place throughout this entire region of the world. 

I will also meet with representatives from local non-governmental organizations and 

small businesses -- who will be such key players in this period of transition and growth. 


I am looking fOlward as well to my visit to the American College of Sofia -- a powerful 
. symbol not only of BulgaJia's commitment to education -- but also of the friendship between our 
two countries. 

T omolTow, I will have the pleasure of meeting with President Stoyanov, Plime Minister 
Kostov and Foreign Minister Mihailova and their spouses. [Check]. 

Bulgaria has embaJ'ked on a new and exciting chapter in its history. In my meetings 
here, I hope to highlight the importance of regional cooperation, as well as the role that citizens, 
. particularly women, are playing -- in. shaping Bulgaria's future, and in meeting the challenges 
ahead. . 


