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IThank you all very m~ch. Thank you, thank you so much. Thank. 
I . 

you, I am overwhelmed andi extremely honored. Extremely honored to 

receive this award and extre~ely honored to be with all of you this 

evening. I must say that I h~ve many th~ughts and feelings rumling 
I 
I 

through my head and heart. :Sut I want all of you to know how grateful I 

am for the commitm~nt to phblic service, for the belief in this country's 
I 

ideals, for the work that a1l0fyou do every day, and that this center has 

done. To breathe life into o~ commitment to building a better future. . 

For our nation and our world.. 
I 

I was watching that v,deo and, besides being struck by my 
I 

changing hair styles, I was thinking about all of the places I have been 
I 

pIivileged to visit on behalf!of our country, both with my husband and 

on my own, and often with ~ood' friends like Secretary Albright. And 
I 
I 

how honored I am every single time I am permitted, on behalf of my 
. l 	 . 

I 

country, to go to any part o~the world and to do what I can to convey to 

people everywhere what it i~ that AmeIica stands for, and what kind of 

world we want to build tOgJther. I want ~o thank, especially, my friend 
I 



• 

I 
. I . 

Secretary Albright for her in~oduction. As you might have guessed from 
I 

her words, one of the great gifts ofmy time here in Washington is my 
. /. . . 

friendship with Madeleine Ajlbright, and my admiration for her, and 
I 

. I 

what she is doing for our country, continues to grow. 
I 

I'm also very gratefull that two friends' of mine, both of whom 
, , 

served our country so well dfring this administration,.Ruth Harkin and 

"Mack" McClarty, who hav~ agreed to chair this dinner and to be here ,.. 
1 

with me. I want to thank Moi and the staff of the Center for the work you 

do every day, for the .enorm~us effort that went into this dinner. I'm Vyry 
. I 
grateful that members of Congress are here. I am very pleased that 

. , t ' 

. I 
members of the Diplomatic ~orps are also with us, and also many ofyou 

who are friends of the Cente~. I. am especially pleased that Jane Muskie 
, I ' 

and members of the Muskie !family are with us. 
. I 

, I want to add my words publicly to those that have already been 
.' " I· ' 

said onbehalfof Kirk O'Dornell. In the rough and tumble world of 
i 

politics, his life exemplified/public service. He brought great gifts to all 
I 

that he did, especially nlakirl.g this Center an active and effective voice. 
':1 

I . 
I 

He will be missed greatly. I [know all of you who knew I(irk much better 
, I ' 

than I ,will. continue to supp:ort his family in the, days and months ahead. 

Now you might thinkl and I wouldn't blame you for thinking, that 
, 

there needs to be some expl~natioh, perhaps, as to what the connection is 
I 

between America's leadersHip in the world -- our national security -- our 
. , ,I . . . . 
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I 
I 
I 

diplomatic mission, our futute --and the kinds of scenes you just (saw in 

the video. I think in away, j~'s especially fitting that we would gather 

. tonight in honor of Ed Muskie, who ·had a special way of talking about 
I 
I 

and explaining the problems1ofthe world. He carried out his 
I 

responsibilities with great fairness, warmth, and intelligence, whether he 
I 
I 

walked the back roads of Maine or the corridors of power, he 
I . 

represented the best of Ame~ica -- our optimism, our deep commitment 
I 

to forge bi-partisan support ~or our national and international objectives. 

How fitting thathe WOUldb1 followed in the Secretary of State's 

position by someone who sl\ared that optimism and commitment, who is 
I 

equally devoted to making i~ clear what America's position is around the 
I 

r world, but also making it cl~ar to Americans why we nlust do what is set 
I 
I 

before us to be meet the chatIenges of our time. 

So, when I think aboJt this great honor that you have given nle, 
I 

and I view this film that the benter has prepared, I see an unbroken line 

that runs from people like E~ Muskie to Madeleine Albright, but has 

roots nluch deeper than that,1 that certainly go back to the architecture of 
i 

our foreign policy after the Jnd of WWII, when our leaders, both 
I 

Democratic and Republicanl understood what America must do to help 
I . 

create a world that would be safe and secure, peaceful and prosperous 
I . . 

for us. That unbroken line, 1s you I'm sure, have observed, has become 

sonlewhat frayed in recent yfears, partly because of historical changes 
I 
i 

I 
I 

I 

! ' 



that have brought deep transformations in how the world is working; 

because of the impact oftec~noIOgy; because of the changes and the 

political structure, and so nldny other reasons. 
I 

I 
We are living in what is called the post-Cold War eta, hardly a 

I 

descriptive term, butinstead!an add-on because we know we are no 
I 

longer where we were, we just don't know where we are yet. And that 
I . 
1 

poses great challenges to de¢ision-makers because the world has 

changed so rapidly that we ~ave to· catch our breath and as often happens 
I 

in a time of rapid change, th~re's a naturalinc1ination to pullin a little 
I 

bit. To think that 'maybe the~e is not much we, can do in the world, that 
I 

i 	 ' 
we should just attend to our pusiness here at home. One of Secretary 

Albright's great gifts, whichlwas eloquently described by Mack 
i 

,1, 

McClarty, is her unique ability to communicate with Americans about 
I 	 ' 
I 	 . 

what is going on around the ,world, to put into down-to-earth terms all of 
. 1 

those difficult problems that! she has to analyze and deal with every day. 

So as we stand here, qn the brink of a new century, and as we are 
I 

amidst of this enormous trarlsformation that is occurring, there is a lot of 

talk about what must be donie to create the conditions for the kind of 

stable world that we certainly want and that we have to take the lead in 

creating. i . . 
When nly husband sppke to the Council on Foreign Relations on 

1 	 . 

New York on Monday, he l~id out both an analysis of, and prescriptions 
. 	 II ' 

, 
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I 

" . 

for, the international economic crisis that we are facing today. Those 
. ' I ' , 

prescriptions require us to. think differently. They require our allies and 

our friends around the world to think and act differently in order to 

fashion r~medies that meet tiday's problems, not yesterday's. So we all 

-- in the Center, .and those o~ you engaged in the hard work in the 

Congress, and in the Administration, and in the private sector, in making 
. , I ' 

sense of this new world, allllave to take stock of where we are and 
I' ' , 

where we need to be going, ~nd that brings me back to the video. It 

. brings me back to the.issues !that I have seen visibly played out in my 

travels, not only abroad but llso here at home. It's certainly clear to me 

that much of what we have t& do, is acquaint ourselves with what is 
I . 

actually going on in the rest hf the world, to have a much better idea than 

we are able to get in our dail~ viewing of news or receipt of information 

about what is happening in dountries far from our shores. 

I 
We have to understand peop!le better.. I think it is a grave misconception 

, I 

to believe that the extraordirlary increase in localcomnlunications, the 

existence of the Internet witi infoffilation being passed from place to 
, I 

. place in nano-seconds mean~ that we are all beconiing alike. There are 

deep and important differen~es among us that must be understood and 
, I 

I 
I 

respected. We cannot treat the world as though it were homogenous. 
. I . 

I 

And even as the President spoke on Monday about our international 
I 

I 
I 



financial challenges, there are different and necessary changes that will 
, I 

,. have to be made that will no~ be the same in countries that are very 
: 

diverse, such ,as Japan and R¥ssia. 

So, how do we once a~ain take stock of the world in which we 
i . 

find ourselves and the one in! which we are the indispensable nation? I 

believe some of what we mu~t do starts with very simple efforts to 
. i . . 

understand each other and to! realize that one of America's great gifts to ' 
I 

the worldis,a,sense'of optimism and hope, matched by a commitment to 
I 

. providing. the, tools of opporfunitythat will.enablepeopleto .solve their 
. . I·. 

own problems and build-their own lives. I am especially impressed by 
. '. 1· . ' 

what I have seen of Americaj's foreign assistance around the world. 

Like many Americans,lbefore I started living in the White House, I 

didn't know a lot about forei!gn assistance. I didn't know where it was 

going <ir what is was used fO~. I had, perhaps, more than the typical 
Iknowledge of that, but I waslnot well versed., I must say that over the 

past five and a half years I'vf seen first-hand how Anlerica's progranls 
I 

overseas have ,helped to fueljand further progress. I have been very 

regretful to see where we hare not come forward with aid to help 

democracy flourish and pro~ideopportunities for people that we have 
i . 

not played the role we couldi have played. 
, 

It is very troubling to me that for the past fifteen years, the foreign 
• I 

assistance budget of our cou~try has steadilydec1ined. Many of you are 
I . 

I 
I 
I· 

I 



well aware ofthe ratherpara10xical situation that exists, where in public
! 

opinion poll after public opi~ioh poll, Americans are asked if they want 

to help people overseas, if they want to provide not only humanitarian 

assistance but development Jssistance. In great numbers they answer, 
I . 

"yes." But then they're asked how much money do you think we spend 
I 

on foreign assistance in the Wnited States, and they say, "well, we spend 
I 

between ten and fifteen percent ofour national budget." Those ofyou 

who are familiar with ..our bu4get knov.: that we spend less than one . 
I 

.,~;:",;. >'.,:, .percentlomour,entire!foreignlassistance:budgeh.so~wehaveJhis·;unusual· . - ._ 
I 

J . 

paradox of an American pubpc that wants to see work that is done and is 

effective but believes we're ~lready spending far more than we actually 

are. I wish that I could take ~very Anlerican with me to see the results 
. . I 

that I have seen in place after place. 
. . I 

From NIcaragua to U g~nda I have seen how snlallioans, 
I 

subsidized and backed by 'o~r government through USAID, or our not-
I 

for-profit sector, have transf~rmed the lives ofpoor women. Sometimes 
I . . 

only a few dollars can dramdtically improve the resources and living , . 

standards of an entire comm~nity. One woman in Bangladesh told me 
. I 

about how she borrowed mo~ey to buy a milk cow and -- by selling that 

milk--she bought another. Tien when she had finally made enough 

money, she bought a rickshal for her husband, so that he could become 
I . 

a taxi driver. I've met other tillagers who are renting cellular phones in 

. .~ 
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I 

places that have no phone se~ice, and are connecting people in these 
! 

remote v~l1ages with the rest !of the world by renting out time on their 
: . 

, . I 

cellular phones .. Every time 11 see that kind of transformation I see two 

things that are at the root of fur foreign policy; the promotion of 

democracy and the promotioh of market economies -- not in abstract and 

theoretical terms, but down In the earth where people live and work in 

village after village, 

In Bolivia, J met-with expectant mothers at a primary health center . 

run by an.NGO with ,supp oJifrom the government, again because of ... 
I 

help we. had-provided. They:.p.ad created a safe place for very poor . 
I 
I 

women to get health care. T~ey brought in their babies for 
I 

immunization. They had pre~atal check ups and -- because of this access 
I 

to health care -- they were lirbiting the numbers ofbabies they had. And 
I 

because their babies were hehlthier, they were living Jonger, and the 
'. I . . 

women were understandIng now they could be both better mothers and 

healthier by practicing famil~ planning. Now it may seem a stretch, but 
I 

to me, there's a direct correI4tion--a woman in Bolivia who was given 
I . 

the support she needs to rece'ive the health care she requires, who 

determines based on the infobation she is given and the education she 
I 
I 

receives that she wants to lirtltit the nUIYlber of her children has a positive 
. I 

. I 

effect on our future lives together. 
I 
I
I' 
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In Senegal, I visited a sball village where education for girls, ~nd 
. women's adult literacy progJams, had become a top priority. I watched 

. how because the women we~e educated, they began to understand what 
. I 

they needed to do to deal with' the environmental damage that was 


occurring in their village. Th~y were able to go out and take barren land, 


with the help ofsome techni~al assistance, again indirectly provided ',. 


through USAID, to begin to bake that barren land productive, to grow 
I . 
products',:w.hich they! then solid, ,which-helpedsupportsendingrmoregirls ' 

, I 
and'boys:tol, schooL 'They: reallized a very fundamentaLlesson'>that:when';"'; _. 


you, educate' a girl you help 1reate a better-informed and:educated,mother· ," ',' ' 


and a potential leader for thel community, 


Would we look at these, what appear to be very sn1all steps? Just 


think of aggravating them aJd think about -- despite all the rhetoric that 


we have heard filling the air iwaves since the fall of the Berlin Wall and 

I 

the end of communism -- ab9ut free markets and democracy_ We cannot 
I 
I 

expect people who have exp~rienced neither to understand how to n1ake 


that transition without a lot 1fhelP and 1ll0deling. We are learning now, 


with the global economic cribs, that we have to do a better job of 

I 
I 

demonstrating what it mean~ to be part of a democracy, what it means to 
I 

be a participant in a market Jconomy. 
I 
I 

Last year I went to Sibfria. I went to outside of Nov is Siberis, to a 


place called Agandan1porad~, where I met with three generations of a 

I ' 



. ~e,,1 .:. . "".j ;'ei, :"~.J 
Russian family. It was very"ihstructive for mb. The grandfather had been 

a well respected applied mat~ematician in the closed city, the closed 

academic center, where he h*d worked all of his adult life. His wife was 

a research librarian. They wdre both retired now. They had two 
I 
I 

daughters, both of whom were teaching English and they had a 

grandson. In talking with theb I could see the generational tensions that 
I 

are operating in a society likyRussia's as· they make this transition, that 

. alLofus hope"and,pray. theyican successfully navigate, and we're .. doing 

,all we'.can to .. assistthem..Ihe.grandfather, a very gentleJooking man.·. . 

said, "I always yearned fordbmocracy. I always believed in:democracy," 

but he had none. "But now iJ makes no sense to- me. I don't understand 
I 

, . I 

how it works. My pension isl~ot paid, I don't have enough money to live 

on. My bicycle has been stol!en. I don't know what the future holds." 
, 

One ofhis daughters ~roke in and-said, "But daddy, don't you 

.remember that we used to have to stand in line to buy butter, starting at 
I 
I 

four or five o'clock in ,the m~ming when it was available. Things are 
I . . 


better now." And he said, "\fes, but all I know is that my bicycle is 

, 'I . 

stolen and my pension is not paid." And then his wife said, "No, there 
. I 

used to be respect for lean1iIig and for education. Now all that anything 
. 1 . . . 

matters seems to be what yop. can sell and there are many, many trying 


to sell and very few trying td buy." 

. I 

I 




Ifyou have ~ chan~e tollisten t~ people, you understand more 


clearly what IS gOIng on In t1e h~adhnes that we see every day. You also 


see the opportunities for our 
I 

'Icountry to be more involved in helping to 


change attitudes and provide opportunities to those who are making . 

I 

I . . 
these difficult transitions -- from controlled. economies to free markets, 

I 

from ·authoritarianism to derAocracy. It is in our self interest to do what 
I 

we can to help all of these pdople navigate this transformation, We also 
. I - . . 

know that powerful;.global forces lurk that threatenthe gains that are· 


being made: The 'bombings ih Tanzania and Kenya -were an attemptto . 


' d '1 I d l' ,., 'd A .
send'.a tragIc an .eVI message-- to' estroy Ives'to;lntImI ate:. menca.,' ... " , 

and Am~ricans, to· intimidatd our friends, and to discourage people from 

pursuing freedom. The globJI financial crisis -- which is pushing 
. I 

. millions ofpeople around the world back under the yoke ofpoverty and " 

affecting the pocketbooks aJd stock markets from one end of the world 
I 

to the other -- is a grim remi~der of our inter-connected and 
I 

interdependent world, We cannot pretend, as nly husband has said, that 
I 

. I'
we can be "an island ofprosperity," 

I 
I 

. Therefore, we have a dritical challenge, and opportunity, to make 

the connections for ourselvet and with others around the globe. We're 

doing some of that work, but I don't think we are doing enough of it. 
I 

Even in the peaceful, yet incpnlplete, transition of the newly 


independent states ofEastenl Europe, for'example, stable market 

I 



I . . 

dem(jcracy is vital to contin+a growth in thatregion and to our ~ational 
security. Yet the USAID assistance programs that would help those 

! . 
i . 

countries ;push for market reforms and support democratic force~ are in 

danger ofbeing cut. 

In Afdca, we are investing in the rule of law to help prevent future rI . , 

g~.noCides and instability on fhat continent, i'n supporting Radio 

Democracy, which will help strengthenfl7dgling democracies. Again, 

..we face,cutsjn'programs,that are only beginning to have·anpeffect. 
I . 

. Through:A:ID:' sjntemationaldisaster,assis,tance··funds'we~respond to 

'... both.natural- and man-made'disasters world ~wide, helping:to .suppress. '., 

raging fires in Mexico, proJoting ethnic reconciliation in Bosnia; and so 
i . 

many;·other places. Again, th'e program and effort that is showing the 


best ofAmerica is in danger !ofbeing cut. .. .. . 

I . 

This is not the time to rithdraw. ou~ in~olvement or attention for 

the world. If we care,' as we say we do, t"Q,at opening foreign markets is . 

essential for American gOOd~and services, then we have to do more than 
, I 

just tal.k abo~t it. W e ha~e tol fully fund the Int~~ational Mon~tary 
Fund, IncludIng the PresIdent's request for addItIonal $18 bIllIon. We 

also have to be clear that opJning foreign markets for American goods , . 

and services is not just an ecbnomic undertaking. It rests ultimately on' 

PolItical change as we have Jeen in the la~t months. We have to do more . I . . . 

to help people understand arid promote democracy and nile of law, and 
I 



I 

I 

! 

all of the issues that we krtoJ, are critical to both political and economic 
1 - .' 

success. . I. . . . 
If we care, as we say 'Ye do, about making our country secure in 

I 
the face ofnew threats, then jwe must pay our debts to the United 

( I 

Nations. Unfortunately, paying our debts to the llN has become 
I· . 

entangled with an unrelated ~ssue -- family planning overseas. I respect 


the deeply held views ofbot~ sides, but I have personally seen how our 


. family planning'assistance' irhproves women's lives, and not onlyhelps 


v '.' "controHhepoPulation;incre~ei butalso, helps.the reduce,the· incidence' 
 ", .... "\1" 


I 
of abortion.. We cannot contibue; to fail to. pay our dues. because of this' 

. I 
• I 

unrelated Issue. I 

Ifwe care, as we say ~e do, about expanding and sustaining the 

world's 'community of demopracies and strengthening our own security, 
i 

then we must fully fund the foreign operations budgetand the many 

foreign assistance programs,i some ~fwhich I have n1entioned, that 
I 

I 

demonstrate clearly Americ~'s ideals and gives citizens around the 

. world a chance to relate to u~, to be part of ~his great democratic 
I . . 

. . I 
movement that is sweeping ~he globe. 

i 

And if we care, as we Isaywe do, ab~ut the quality of lives of 
I 
i

won1en around the world -- who make up seventy percent of the poor 
I 

and two .thirds oftho~e ~h~ jcannot read or writ~ -- then we should . 

support Investn1ents In hfelll;l.es that work by micro credit and education. 

http:hfelll;l.es


I really do wish that our cou~try would join the rest of the world in 

ratifying the Convention on the Elimination ofDiscrimination Against 
. I 

I .. 

Women. 
i 

Now, what we need to do, I think, is not just the government's to 


do. I've mentioned issues that require administration and congressional 


action but there is much that we all can do to promote an agenda of 


security, and stability, peace, and prosperity. 

1 

After the end ofWWnJ the creation of the Marshall Plan 
I 

responded·to' a-:very\reahnee1,'but it was not ,animmediately 'popular, ...... , 


idea. Leaders like . President Truman.: and General ·Marshall:had:thecY-ision: " ,.

I 

to look beyond the war time tlevastation and underlying hostilities, to a 
I 

Europe in which regional co~peration would transcend adversarial 
I 

boundaries and traditional ~i~alries. They believed large scale economic 


. cooperation would' facilitate ~ost-war recovery' which they knew was in 


. the interest of long term prosberity, international peace" and the United 


States. It was U.S. leadersh;~ that was instrumental in creating the'UN, 


The World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and of course, '. '.

I . 
I 

NATO. But it wasn't just Pr~sident Truman and General Marshall and 

government officials who w~re able to bring this about. In fact, they had 
I 

to enlist key constituencies atound our country in a major campaign. 
. I 

I , 

It was a difficult sell td go into small towns around America and 
. ~, 

say, "We wantto use to your tax dollars to go rebuild Nazi Germany." 



" I 

I 
I ,

That was a, difficult sell, but Ibecause they had listed a broad spectrum of 

leaders from the private sectbr, academia, foundations, and the like, they 

were able to get into small tJwns and civic clubs, and college campuses·
I . 

and make the case for American engagement and American leadership. 
I ' 

That is what we need to do Jgain today -- to convince Americans, 
, j, 

including members of Cond-ess that our foreign policynot only 

improves lives and strength~ns the forces of freedom overseas, but that it 

directly affects the quality or life here. at home--providingjobs, creating 
I 

markets for, exports', enhancing our security; 
I 

. . .If~e'do persuade ~1 fell~WAmericansthat'Am~rica?s leadership: 

IS essentIal, then there wIll certaInly be a greater commItment by the 

Congress to what needs to +done to fulfill that leadership. Working to 

engage Americans win not be easy. We have a lot on our plates and a 

lot of other things to occup1 time in our.lives. ButT think iUs an . 

essential challenge that I hope we can meet, because it is not only a one

way street. 

Yes, I believe that by investing in education in Uganda, which is 

engaged in a heroic effort tt undo the damage ofthe 1980's and educate· 

children who have never sekn the inside of a school before. Or when we 

create opportunities for wokenin Latin A~erican barrios to make a 
I
I, ' .' 

better inconle for themselves and their families. Yes, we are doing that 

because we believe it will Jave a ripple effect indirectly on the state of
I . ' " 

I 
, 



. i 

the world and our self intere~t. There are also lessons we can learn from 

wh~t is going on overseas bdcause ofwhat our foreign assistance ha:s 
, ! 

done. We sawori the video ~xamples of micro credit and aparticular 
: ;, 

. I . 
group called FINCA. Well, oecause of the lessons of FINCA, from 

overseas, we brought FINCl to Washington, DC, where I met with a 
. I 

group of lower-income Ame~icans right in our backyard, who felt they 
I 

were out of the mainstream of the economic life of our country and they 

needed a' little bit, 0fhelp:: n1ey needed credit, they 'needed technical·· . 

aSsistance;:t~jmo:w:'how,to;lake· aliv.ing-forthemselves.and::their' """ :.' . I . 

families. I 

There is much we can ~ive and much we can learn. So, I am very 

honored and .very grateful to CNP, and to all of you who work with it, 

and al.1 ofyou peop~e in YOj individual capacities working on behalf of 

AmerIca's leadershIp and engagement around the world. l:thank you for 

giving me this honor and I aJk that each ofus think about how we can 

promote the vision that WOUI~ hon()r Ed Muskie's legacy, that would 
: 

continue our commitment to 
I 

Ibe the leader of this new world that is being 

created, and that would help ~eoPle in our own country understand 

betterwhy investments in pe~ple along way away is in the futerest of 

them and their families, and bur future. . 

. I believe that we have rthin our grasp the vision of what needs to 

be done, if we have the will tlo do it. There are a lot ofpeople looking . 

I 



over our shoulders like Ed :J:uskie or I(irk O'Donnell, people 'who spent 

/ their lives trying to fulfill th~ ideals of our country. Ifwe take up their . 
I 

challenge and ,we goforwar1 together, I'm convinced that America's 

best'days and America's lea<!lership in the world will stand-firm and 
I 

confident in the 21st cen~I' . 


Thank you all very n1uch. 



