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Thank you all very much. Thank you, thank you so much. Thank

you, [ am overwhelmed and extremely honored. Extremely honored to
receive this award and extrefmely honored to be with all of you this

evening. | must say that I haEve many thbughts and feélings running
’ |

- through my head and heart. ;But I want all of you to know how grateful I

~am for the commitment to public service, for the belief in this country’s
{

1deals,, fqr the work that all of you do every day, and that this center has
done. To breathe life into our éonnniﬁnent to building a better future.
For olur nation and our worléi.

I was watching that video and, besides being struck by my
changing hair styles, I was t:hinking about all of the places I have been

privileged to visit on behalf %Qf our country, both with my husband and

- on my own, and often with tl__;ood' friends like Secretary Albright. And

how honored I am every smgle time I am permitted, on behalf of my

| country, to go to any part of the world and to do what I can to convey to

people everywhere what it 1l5 that America stands for, and what kind of

world we want to build togq'ther. I want to thank, especially, my friend
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Secretary Albright for her introduction. As you might have guessed from
her words, one of the great gifts of my time here in Washington 1s my
friendship with Madeleine Allbright, and my admiration for her, and

what she is doing for our country, continues to grow.

I m also very grateful; that two friends of mine, both of whom
served our country so well durmg this administration, Ruth Harkln and
“Mack” McClarty, who have agreed to chair this dinner and to be here
with me. [ want to thank Mo} and the staff of the Center for the work you
do every day, for the ,enomiJ)us' effort that went into this dinner. I’'m V@fy, |
gratcful that memBers of Coégress are here. I am very pleased that
merribers of the Diplomatic borps are also with us, and also many of you
who are friends of the Center. [ ani especially pleased that Jane Muskie |

and members of the Muskie family are with us.

I want to add my words publicly to those that have already been

said on behalf of Kirk O’Donnell In the rough and tumble 'world of -
politics, his life exemplified|public service. He brought great gifts to all -
that he did, especially. maki1§1g this Center an active and effective voice. |
He will be missed greatly. Ifkpow all of you who knew Kirk much better
tl‘lanI ,willcdntinUe to suppfort his family in the days and months ahead.
Now you might thinki and I wouldn’t blame you for thinking, that |

there needs to be some explyfanation, perhaps, as to what the connection is

between America’s leadershlip in the world -- our national security -- our

|
3

-
B
|



'

9

diplomatic mission, our futuI;*e -- and the kinds of scenes you just'saw in

the video. I think in a way, «it%’s especially fitting that we would gather

‘tonight in honor of Ed Muskiie, who had a special way of talking about

~ and explaining the problemsgof the world. He carried out his

respons1b1ht1es with great fai a1rness warmth, and 1ntell1gence whether he
walked the back roads of Mame or the corridors of power, he
represented the best of Amel‘hca -- our opt1m1sm, our deep commitment

l |
to forge bi-partisan support for our national and international objectives..

~ How fitting that he would'be; followed in the Secretary of State’s

position by someone who sh;ared jthat optimism and commitment, who is
equally devoted to making it[ clear what America’s position is around the
“world, but also making it clear to Americans why we must do what is set
before us to be meet the challenges of our t1me

So, when I think about this great honor that you have given me,
and I view this film that the Center has prepared, I see an unbroken line

that runs from people like Ed Muskie to Madeleine Albright, but has

roots much deeper than that: that certainly go back to the architecture of

our foreign policy after the end of WWII, when our leaders both

|

|
create a world that would be safe and secure, peaceful and prosperous

Democratic and Repubhcan understood what America must do to help
for us. That unbroken line, as you I’'m sure, have observed, has become

somewhat frayed in recent years, partly because of historical changes
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that have brought deep trans.’iformations in how the world is working;
because of the impact of tec}’mology; because of the changes and the
political structure, and so many other reasons.

We are living in what | 1s called the post- Cold War era, hardly a

descriptive term, but 1nstead an add-on because we know we are no
longer where we were, we juist don"t know where we are yet. And that

poses great challenges to dec':ision—makers because the world has

,changed SO rapldly that we have to-catch our breath and as often happens

in a time of rapid change, thcfere s a natural inclination to pull in a little
bit. To think that maybe ther;e is not much we can do in the world, that
we should just attend to our ibusiness herev at home. One of Secretary |
Albright’s great gifts, Whichl was eloquently described by Mack
McClarty, is her unique abil;ity' to communicate with Americans about
what is going on around the iworld, to put into down-to-earth terms all of
those difficult problenis thati she has to analyze and deal with every day.
So as we stand here, on the brink of a new century, and as we are
amidst of this enormous tran'sformation that is occurring, there is a lot of
talk about What must be done to create the conditions for the kind of
stable world that we Certainly want and that we have to take the lead in

creating.

When my husband spoke to the Council on Foreign Relations on

New York on Monday, he laid out both an analysis of, and prescriptions
o | ’
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for, the international econom1c crisis that we are facing today Those
prescriptions require us to think dlfferently They require our allies and |
our friends around the world|to thmk and act differently in order to
fashion remedies that meet today’s problems, not yesterday’s. So we all

-- in the Center,nand those of| you engaged in the hard work in the

Congress, and in the Administration, and in the private sector, in making

sense of this new world, all }‘1ave to take stock of where we are and

where we need to be going, and that brings me back to the video. It

- ‘brings me - back to the.issues that I have seen Visib“lyvplayed out in my -

travels, not only abroad but also here at home. It’s certainly clear to me

that much of what we have to do, is acquaint ourselves with what is

| ac.tuaﬂy going on in the rest l:)f the wdrld, to have a much better idea than

we are able to get in our daily viewing of news or receipt of information
about what is happening in countries far from our shores.

i |
We have to understand people better. I think it is a grave mlsconcep‘non
to believe that the extraordm’ary increase in local commumcatlons the

existence of the Internet w1th information belng passed from place to

“place in nano- seconds means that we are all becomlng alike. There are

“deep and important dlfferen%:es among us that must be understood and

respected. We cannot treat ‘tl%le‘world as though it were homogenous.

And even as the President s;l!)oke on Monday about our international
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financial challenges, there a'r? different and necessary changes that will

!

 have to be made that will not be the same in countries that are very
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diverse, such as Japan and lelssia. |

So, how do we once 'ag:ain take stock of the world in which we
find ourselves and the one inj which we are the indispensable nation? I
believe some of what we mu?s‘t do starts with very simple efforts to ,
understand each other and tolrealize that one of America’s great g‘ifts to

the world is a.sense of optimism and hope, matched by a commitment to .

- providing the tools of opportunity that will‘eﬁable‘pet)plehto‘sol\fe their .-

~dwn problems and build'their owﬁ lives. I am especially impréssed by
what I have seen of Arﬁericai;s foreign assistance around the world.

Like many Americans, before I started living in the White House, I
didn’t know a lot about foreign assistance. I didn’t know where it was

going or what is was used folr. I had, perhaps, more than-the typical

- knowledge of that, but I wasjnot well Versed.'I must say that over the
- past five and a half years I’er seen first-hand how America’s programs
overseas have helped to fuellzand further progress. I have been very
regretful to see where we hawiie not come forward with aid to help
democracy flourish and proviide ‘,opportunivties for people that we have
not played the role we couldé ﬁave played. | |

It is very troubling to Iine ihat for the past fifteen years, the foreign

assistance budget of our couintry has steadily declined. Many of you are
|

|
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well aware of the rather paralloxmal 31tuat10n that exists, where in public |
opinion poll after public opnpon poll, Americans are asked if they want
to help people overseas, if théy 'want to provide not only humanitarian
assistance but development assistarice. In great numbers they ansWer, |
“yes.” But then ﬂiey’re aske(ii how much money do you think we spend
on foreign assistance in the United States, and they say, “well, we spend

between ten and fifteen percént of our national budget.” Those of you

who are familiar with.our budget know that we spend less than one -

.+ . percent.on:our-entire:foreign/assistance budget: So.we have:this unusual .. . -

paradox of an American pub;lic that wants to see work that is done and is
effective but believes we’re already spending far more than we actually
are. I wish that I could take every American with me to see the results

that I have seen in place after place.

From Nicaragua to Uganda I have seen how small loans,
subsidized and backed by '011§r‘ 'government through USAID, or our not-
for-profit sector, have transformed the lives of poor women. Sometlmes
only a few dollars can dramaitlcally improve the resources and living
standards of an entire commls.mlty. One woman in Bangladesh told me
about how she borrowed mofney to buy a milk cow and - by selling that
milk--she bought another. Tﬁen when she had finally made enough
money, she bought a rickshaw for her husband, so that he could become

a taxi driver. I’ve met other villagers who are renting cellular phones in




places that have no phone se!rviée and are connecting people in these
remote villages with the rest}of the world by renting out time on the1r
cellular phones Every time iI see that kmd of transformation I see two
things that are at the root of our fore1gn policy; the promotion of
democracy and the promotlon of market economies -- not in abstract and
theoretical terms, but down on the eaﬁh where people live and work in
village after village, .

In Bolivia, 1 met with expectant mothers at a primary health center

run by an NGO withsuppoi‘tr from-the: government againbecause-of
Thelp we had provided. They:| had created a safe place for very: poor -

- women to get health care. They brought in their babies for

immunization. They had prenatal check ups and -- because of this access
to health care -- they were lirgniting the numbers of babies they had. And
because their babies were he‘althier, they were living longer, and the
women were understanding how they could be both better mothers and
healthier by practicing family planning. Now it may seem a stretch, but
to me, there’s a direct correk«%tion--a woman in Bolivia who was given

the support she needs to receive the health care she requires, who

determines based on the infomatibn she 1s given and the education she

 receives that she wants to 1irnit the number of her children has a positive

effect on our future lives together.
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" In Senegal, I visited a small Village where education for giﬂs, énd

- women’s adult literacy programs, had become a top pridrity. I watched

how because the women were educated, they began to understand what
they needed to do to deal with the environmental damage that was

occurring in their Villagé. They were able to go out and take barren land,

with the help of‘some technical assistance, again indirectly provided

through USAID, to begin to :make that barren land productive, to grow

products:which they: then solld, ‘which-helped support:sending:more girls -
and boys:to:school: They. realized a very fundamental:lesson:that:when~-:: .. -

- you educatea girl youhelp create a‘better-informed and:educated-mother: - :: -

and a potential leader for the;community.

Would we look at these, what appear to be very small steps? Just

think of aggravating them and think about -- despite all the rhetoric that
we have heard filling the air gwaves‘ since the fall of the Berlin Wall and
the end of communism -- ab(émt free markets and democracy. We cannot
expect people who have expierienced neither to understand how to make

that transition without a lot c,'f help and modeling. We are learning now,

with the global economic crﬂsis, that we have to do a better job of

“demonstrating what it means to be part of a democracy, what it means to

be a participant in a market t%conomy.
1 o o
Last year I went to Sib;eria.' I went to outside of Novis Siberis, to a

place called Agandamporado, where [ met with three generatibns ofa




Russian fémily. It was very"::in?stiructiVe for me. The grandfather had been
a well respected applied mathematician in the closed city, the closed
academic center, where he hglld worked all of his adult life. His wife was
a research librarian. They we!re both retired now. They had two
daughtere, both of whom were teaching English and they had a
grandson. In ralking with them I could see the generational tensions that
are operating in a society like Russia;s as they make this transition, that

~all of ushope.and.pray: they can-successfully navigate, and we’re doing

- .all we'can to.assist.them. . The grandfather, a very gentlelooking man. . o

3.

- said, “I always yearned for democracy. I always believed in:democracy,’

but he had none. “But now it makes no Sense to me. I don’t understand

how it works. My pené,ion is|not paid, I don’t have enough money to live
on. My bicycle has been stol]en I don’t know what the future holds.”
One of his daughters broke in and:said, “But daddy, don’t you
remember that we used to have to stand in line to buy butter, startlng at
four or five o’clock in.the mernmg when ity was available. Things are
 better now.” "And he said, “lees but all I know is that my bicycle is
stolen and my pensron is not~ paid.” And then his wife said, “No, there
used to be respect for leammg and for education. Now all that anythmg
matters seems to be what yoll can sell and. there are many, many trying

to sell and very few trying tc}> buy.”




If you have a chance to|listen to people, you understand more
clearly what is going on in the headlines that we see every day. You also

see the opportunities for our country to be more involved in helping to

change attitudes and providelopportunities to those who are making

: | ; . .
these difficult transitions -- from controlled economies to free markets,

from authoritarianism to derrllocracy. It is in our self interest to do what
we can to help all of these pé'ople navigate this transformation. We also
know that powerful; global forces lurk that threaten-the gains that are -

being made: The' bombings in Tanzania,and Kenyawere an attemptto - -

send.a tragic and evil message-- to'destroy lives-to-intimidate:America,. .-,

and Américans, to intimidate our friends, and to discourage people from
pursuing freedom. The globaTl financial crisis -- which is pushing
‘millions of people around the world back under the yoke of poverty and
affecting the pocketbooks an’d stock markets from one end of the world
to the other -- is a grim reminder of our inter-connected and
interdependent world. We ca;nnot pretend, z_is my husband has said, that
we can be “an island of pros;!)'erity.’f |
Therefore, we have a c?ritical challenge, and opportunity, to make

the connections' for ourselves and with others around the globe. We’re
doihg some of that work, but I don’t think we are doing enough of it.
Even in the peaceful, yet inépmplete, transition of the newly

" independent states of Eastern Europe, for example, stable market

i
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~democracy is vital to contimied grthh'irr tha'tlregion and to our national
security. Yet the USAID assmtance programs that would help those |
countries push for market reforms and support democratic forces are in
danger of being cut. | - |

- In Africa, we are invee1:ing in the rule of law to help prevent future

genocrdes and mstabrhty on that contrnent m supportmg Radio
Democracy, which will help strengthen ﬂ}edghng democracies. Again,

~we face. cuts.in ‘programsthar are only beginning to have-an effect.

.Through~aAID:’s::iﬁternati'onaljdisaster..»assis‘tance~funds‘-wewrespondf to o

. both:natural-and:man-made-disasters world :wide, helping:to suppress. .., - .-

ragir_rg ﬁres in Mexico, promoting ethnic reconciliation in Bosnia, and so
many other places. Again, the prograrn ar_id effort that 1s showing the
best of Americar is in danger of being cut. o R

This is not the time to withdraw our rnvowement or attention for

the world. If we care, ‘as we say we do that o"pening foreign markets is

essent1a1 for Amerlcan goods and services, then we have to do more than
just talk about it. We have to fully fund the Internatlonal Monetary
Fund, including the Presrdenfc S request for additional $18 billion. We
also have to be clear that opening foreign markets for Americarr goods
and services is not just an econornic undertaking. It résts ultimately on’
political change as we have seen in the last months. We have to do more

to help people understand anrd promote dernooracy and rule of law, and
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all of the issues that we know are critical to both political and economic

SUCCESS.

If we céfe, as we say we do, about making our country secure in
the face of new threats, then‘%we must pay our debts to. the United
Nations. Unfortungtely, paylng our debts to the UN has become
entangled with an unrelated i 1jssue -- famlly plannmg overseas. I respect

the deeply held views of both sides, but I have personally seen how our

. family planning assistance improves women’s lives, and not only.helps

- control-the population:increase, but:also-helps:the reduce:the. incidence .- . .

of abortion. We cannot continue:to fail to. pay our dues because of this

unrelated 1ssue.

If we care, as we say we do, about éxpanding and sustaining the

world’s community of demo:cracies and strengthening our own security,

then we must fully fund the forelgn operatlons budget and the many

'fore1gn assistance programs i some of which I have men’uoned that

I
demonstrate clearly A‘merlcq s ideals and gives citizens around the

world a chance to relate to u}s, to be part of this great democratic

. . c
movement that is sweeping the globe.
I

And if we care, as we isaywe do,'abéut the quality of lives of

women around the world -- who make up seventy percent of the poor

.and two thirds of those who cannot read or write -- then we should

support investments in lifelines that work by micro credit and education.
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I really do wish that our country would join the rest of the world in
ratifying the Convention on tihe Elimination of Discrimination Against
Women. | ‘ ’ | |

Now, what we need to|do, I think, is not just the government’s to
do.T’ve mentionéd issues that quuife administration and congressional
action but there is much that|we all can do tb promote an agenda of
security, and stability, peace, and prosperity. |

After the end of WWIL the creation of the Marshall Plan

responded-to-a:very.real:need, but it was not-an immediately popular.. - ... .

idea. Leaders.like ;Presidentv..“ll“ruman;and‘vGeneral Marshall had:the.vision..- . .

to look beyond the war time :devastation and underlying hostilities, to a
Europe in which regional c0<%>peration would transcend adversarial

boundaries and traditional rivalries. They believed large scale economic

o 'coopefation would facilitate post-war recovery which they knew was in -

-the interest of long term prosperity, international peace, and the United o

States. It was U.S. 1eadership] that was instrumental in creating the ‘UN,
The World Bank, the Interna:tional Monetary Fund, and of course,
NATO. But it wasn’t just ‘Pré%sident Truman and General Marshall and
government officials who were able to bring this about. In fact, they had
to enlist key constituencies ai*ound our country in a major campaign.

It was a difficult sell to} go into small towns around America and

say, “We want to use to your{tax dollars to go rebuild Nazi Germany.”




‘That was a difficult sell, but because they had listed a broad spectrum of

leaders ‘frofn the private sector, academia, foundations, and the like, they
were able to get into small towns and civic clubs, and col‘lege campuses
“and make the case for‘ American engagement and American leadership.
That is what we need to do agam today -- to convince Americans, |
mcludmg members of Con gress that our forelgn policy not only
improves lives and strengthens the forces of freedom overseas, but fhat it
“directly affects the quality:o:f life here at home--providing jobs, creating -
markets for- expotts,, enhanci?ngl our security.
If we do persuade our fellow«Americans:;thatesAmerica?s‘ leadership: -
is essential, then there will certainly be a greater commitment by the
Congress to what needs to be done to fulfill that leadership. Working to
engage Americans will not be easy. We have a lot on our plates and a
lot of other things to occupy time in our lives. 'But Ithink it is an -
essential challenge that I ho!pé we can meet, because it is not only a one-
way street. | |
~ Yes,I belie\}e that by inveSting 1n education ih Uganda, which is
engaged in a heroic effort to undo the damage of thé 1980's and educate

children who have nevér seen the inside of a school before. Or when we

create opportunities for women in Latin American barrios to make a
| |

better income for themselves and their families. Yes, we are doing that
because we believe it will hlave aripple effect indirectly on the state of

|



the world and our self interest. There are also lessons we can learn from

what is going on overseaskbefcause of what our foreign assistance has |
done. We saw on the video e;xamples of micro credit and a particular ,,
group called FINCA. Well, lgecause of the lessons of FINCA, from
overseas, we brought FINC[} to Washington, DC, where [ met with a

| group of lower-income Ameiricans right in bur backyard, who felt they

were out of the mainstream of the economic life of our country and they
neevded:fav:' little bit:of help:: They needed: credit, the'yfneeded/techni’cal R
a‘ss-i-stan‘ce;t,:;ta;‘knoerhows_;to;.make“ :suli\zingeforfthemsézlrxzes:..an'dz:their«w RN
families. *
There is much we can give and much we can learn. So, I am very
honored and yefy grateful to|CNP, and to all of }"OU. who work with it,

and all of you people in your individual capacities warking 40n behalf of

America’s 1eadership and en?agement around the world. I-thank you for

giving me this honor and T ask that each of us thmk about how we can
promote the vision that would honor Ed Muskie’s legacy, that would
continue our commitment to 'be the leader of this new world that is being
created, and that would help people in our own country understand |
better why investments in people a long way away 1s in the ihteréét of
them and their families, and our future. | | |

I believe that we have within our grasp the vision of what needs to

be done, if we have the will to do it. There are a lot of people looking
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| . over our shoulders like Ed Muskie or Kirk O’Donnell, people who spent

7 their lives trying to fulfill thT ideals of our country. If we take up their -

challenge and we go forward together, I’'m convinced that America’s
best'days and America’s leaﬁiefship in the world will stand firm and

confident in the 21st centu_ry].
Thank you all Véry much.




