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Good morning. Mrs. Frei, thank you, !once again, for bringing us together and organizing this 
I I . 

conference. J know from the repOlts that I have received that it has been a remarkable and very 
succbssful conference. I'm delighted io be here with all of you - First Ladies and special envoys 
ofthb hemisphere, distinguished guests, members of the U.S. delegation - including Aida 
Alva:rez, the Director of the Small Bu~iness Administration and a member of my husband's 
Cabihet. It is also a special pleasure t6 be back in Chile - and to be patt of the gracious 

I 
hospitality that it has always extended! to anyone fortunate enough to be able to come to 
Santiago. It is particularly fitting thatlwe would meet here in Santiago - the site of the Second 
Suminit of the Americas last spring. ¥any of you were there as well, and many of you helped, 
alon~ with your husbands and other g~vernment officials, to be sure that .the priorities included 
wo~e~ and children. And this confer~nce seeks to reinforce those priorities that were set at the 
SummIt. : 

BefoL I begin my remarks, I would like to say to our friends in the Caribbean how our thoughts 
and ~rayers have been with all of you b you deal with the terrible aftermath of Hurricane 
GeOlJges. I was delayed in coming to the conference because I had to go to Puelto Rico on a 

, I. 

relief mission. And I saw for myself the great damage that was done there. But I am well aware 
that ~he damage in other patts of the datlbbean was much more ex,tensive. And we will all be 
wor~ing to help those countries and p~ople rebuild their lives. . 

This !is the fourth Conference of First Ladies of the Amelicas I've had the honotto attend. And 
I'm pleased to see both many familiar !races as well as many new ones. I'm always reminded at 

1 I. 

these conferences that no matter what country we're from, or what language we speak, we shat'e
l

man1' common c~ncerns and common hopes for the future, particularly for improving the lives 
of WGlmen and ch1Idren.: . 

I : 
A belief in the power of women to make a difference in their own lives and in their societies was 
at th~ healt of the United Nations FOUl~h World conference on Women in Beijing, which a 
num~er of you attended, I know you'l1 remember that women from every corner of the globe 
,I . 

cam9 together to draw attention to the challenges facing women and children. What that 
conference made undeniable cleat' - arid what we all know from expelience and history - is that 

, demdcracy and prospel1ty cannot be aitained - or sustained in countries that do not value 
wom~n as full and equal partners in sobety. 

Th e tave of energy and optimism release in Beij ing in 1995 has begun to transfOlm lives 
everYjwhere. Governments at'e being h1eld to the commitments they made, and grassroots action 
is igniting refOlm in every corner of thb globe. I have seen such changes and refOlms myself, 
from Senegal to SouthAfrica, from America to Australia, from Eastern Europe to China. And I 
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• have been pruticularly pleased to see and leruTI about the progress being made here in our own 
I ' 

hemisphere in the Americas. 

This moming, for example, throughoJt the Americas, more girls are sitting at desks in 
I 

classrooms; more mothers are visiting health care clinics and having their babies immunized, 
and ~eeking other health care which they need. More women ru'erunning their own businesses, 
and gaining greater economic indepeddence. More children are growing up healthier and 
stroriger. More women are now proteclted against violence in their own homes - than ever before 
in oJr history. : 

I alohg with all ofyou have also seen ~mocr!lCY taking hold throughout our hemisphere. And 
worrlen have played significant roles ih these hru'd-fouglit victories on behalf of empowelment 
and democracy. You've heard from clany distinguished speakers over the past two days,and 
you hnderstand the progress we have ~ade, but also you realize that we s.till have great obstacles 
to o~ercome, in order to ensure that e~ery citizen, especially women, are able to pruticipate fully 
in the political lives of their nations. CDne of the greatest baniers in our path to equality is that 
worrlen still do not hold enough positi~ms of authority,. and leadership, and power. Women's 
pruticipation in decision making lags ~ehind our gains in education, our contributions to the 
wor~force, our palticipation in grassrdots activities. Yet all around us we can see the positive 
impdct that occurs when women leade~rs are given responsibility for helping to improve the lives 
of th~ir fellow citizens. i 

Therl are so many examples througho~t our hemi~Phere. A woman mayor in a small town in 
Peru! who has promoted projects to prbtect children's rights, and created occupational 
wor~shops to encourage women to indrease their family incomes without having to leave their 
hom~. A woman senator in the Domi~ican Republic, whose courageous voice helped pass a 
stron~ law against domestic violence ip 1997. A young woman from Colombia, who ran for 
mayor on a peace platfOlm in one oftne most violent ru'eas of her country, and is now helping to 
heal the divisions that were caused by ,violence. 

ThOsl are just a few ofthe examples. lEach of us could give many, many, more. And we all 
knoJ about the extraordinary leadersh~p that our two women presidents, Janet Jagan and Violeta 
Chari,OlTO, have given to the hopes and aspirations to women in their countIies. ­

Andidat a moment 0fl.great lopportumty . eadersh'tp posItIons. , , fior women In I A d weso we stan n 
ru'e r6alizing across our globe that unless women's voices ru'e heard, unless they are encouraged 
to beifull participants and citizens, unl~ss they are given the tools to take responsibility for their 
own lives; unless some are brave enough to run for political office and hold leadership positions, 
we .Jill never see the fruits of democt"dcy spread as widely and deeply as they should be. 

I ! 
Luckily, many leaders in countries thr~ughout our hemisphere and throughout the globe ru'e 
recognizing how the empowennent of ,women is critical to a vibrant democracy as critical, I 

• 
woultl argue, as many issues that are often in the headlines, such as trade and diplomacy and 
natiohal security. Because it is what h~ppens inside a country, where we inculcate the beliefs in 

2 




democracy and a commitment to equdlity, that will keep a country strong' and stable, despite 
whatever the extemal crises might bring. •• As j result, governments across our h~misPhere have begun to unlock the doors that were once 
clos6d of decision making and leaderdhip. Today a growing number of countries require a 
minibalievel of women's participatidn in local and national elections. Others have created 
agerlcies to promote women and family public policies. Some programs are now looking for 
way~ to increase the pool of qualified!women to compete for leadership positions, and others ar~ 
usin~ all kinds of means of helping women be effective leaders once they are elected or 

I I 

app~inte9. 

I 
The impact of these new laws combfned with greater political will - is even now being felt at 
evel~ level of govemment. And I ri1u~t admit that many countlies have gone much falther than 
my dwn to boost the percentage ofwdmen representatives and leaders. 

I 
By 1.996, all but two countlies in Lati~ America had at least one woman Cabinet member, In 
Coldmbia now, over a third of the Catiinet positions are held by women. And while women are 
still ~ast1y under-represented in legisl~tive assemblies, there are signs of progress. In the 
Bah~as women fill as many as 33 p~rcent of the senate seats. And in Argentina, as a result of a 
new law, women's representation in t~e Lower House of congress in 28% -- the eighth highest in 
the ebtire world. The number of wornlen mayors is also growing, and throughout the hemisphere 
mord women are serving as judges, agFncy heads, and in other leadership positions. . 

sucJ progress represents not only ne"1laws, but also impOltant social changes and changes in 
attitJdes. Since more women are gettihg an education, and joining the workforce, more women 
havelthe internal self-confidence to fe61 that they can fulfill rose in their governments. We also 
know the deeply held attitudes againstiwomen's participation in public life are changing, slowly I . I 

but surely.. ' 
I I 

I am :pleased that my country will be Jorking with all of you to further this progress. After this 
sessi?n I'll be joining with Mrs. Frei i~ a signing ceremony of two programs funded by 
USAID that will SUppOlt initiatives across the Americas to nmture strong local leadership 
espedially of women - and will help cbuntries more effectively pursue the goals of the Summit 
of th6 Americas, through joint training programs here in Chile. These partnerships as well as a 
major donation by Merck pharmaceuti:cal company, which will donate 5,000 medical guides in 
Spanish and help educate mral women, about their health, are proof that the commitments made 
at th6 Summit of the Americas and rei~erated here at this conference are being taken seriously. 

Evenl as we celebrate these steps fOlW~d - an~ the remarkable accomplishments of women who 
have Igained these positions of power and influence such as yourselves - we know we have far to 
go. When women are elected they oft6n still are on the outskirts of legislative or executive 
pow~r. They are not adequately repre~ented in patty leadership positions. And while women 
mak~ up one third of the fOlmallabor force in this region - they make up, of course, a much 
larget percentage of the infOlmallaborl fOl'ce in the region - they are not adequately represented e in unions or in business. ; 
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We hll know building a better future for men, women, and children is not just the responsibility 
of g6ve111ments - it is the responsibili:ty of all of us. I hope that the results of this conference 
will lead to more action in each of ou~' countries to be sure that women are encouraged to make 
sure their voices are heard. I will tra~el to Montevideo today to participate in the "Vital Voices" 
conference that wilt" bring women representatives of grass roots organizations from throughout 

I 
the tmelicas together to build netwoFks, lea111 lessons, and lift up their voices and power, to 
make sure that the priorities that are bleing set at this conference will actually become a reality. 

T d l 'k' . h : b C W I" , 'I' d do ay our wor IS more urgent t at ever elore. e Ive m an mcreasmg y mter epen ent 
I I 

world, where our economies and our security - our very futures - are tied with one another, It is 
a ti4e of unparalleled opp0l1unity - ~ut also of gre~t risk. Those among us in this room, in this 
bea~tiful place, in this beautiful city, ynjoy the 0ppol1unities of education, health care, jobs, 
credit, and political lights, And we, therefore, are floutishing in this new global economy. 
Tho~e without such opportunities - tdo often women and children - are lagging fut1her and 
fut1her behind. j 

I i 
It is hp to all of us to eliminate those inequities - and blidge the gaps that will enable evelY 
wo~an to feel she has a stake in her f~ture and a responsibility to help her society and nation 
floutish. 

I
Thank you velY much, 

• 
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