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Thank you so much. Some ofyou m~y know that I had the privilege of speaking to this 
conference four years ago. I am pers~nally delighted and very honored to be back to speak again 
this year. I want to thank Betty Kane', Rebecca Newman, Ray Garfinkle and'Berry Sweet; Neil 

'Rice, Carol Solom'on, and Richard Wlexler and all ofyou who have not only planned this 
conference but who are deeply invoh-;ed in the work of this organization throughout the year: 

I feel especially privileg~d to be gathlring with leaders from the four comers of the earth. An~ 
before I get into my speech, I want to' congratulate one of those leaders, Betty Kane, for her 
birthday today. I know that sometimes one ofus would just assume that it not be mentioned, but 

I 
I didn't want the day to go by without joining her friends and family in telling her, as I tell all my 
friends, how grateful I am that anoth~r year in their lives has come, and how pleased I am to be 
part oftheir lives. Anne Frank once said that no one need wait a single moment before starting , 
to improve the world. And I believe,lthat with all my heart, ~d I believe that allofyou do as 
well. I 

I 

I 
There is so much that each of us can ,do in our own ways, and in our 9wn comers of the earth to 
make a difference. I am very honorea that you would hav~ me here because I know thilt the 
women's campaign never waits; LioA of Judah members never wait; the UJA never waits; and 
you never wait. There are older citizbns in the former Soviet Union who now have food. And 

I 

there are victims of family violence £rom Baltimore to Israel that now have a new start. There 
I 

are people all over Eastern Europe w,hose families are reunited and whose lives have been 
improved. I want to thank you for t~e work you do every,single day. 

But when I read the theme for today'js luncheon, "A Vision for Women in the Twenty-First 
Century," I thought how fitting it was for us to have this small conversation -- the 1200 or so that 
are gathered today -- to think th,roug~ together what we imagine about women's lives in the next 
century, and what we can do together on behalf ofourselves, our daughters, our granddaughters 
and women everywhere. [ 

I 

I am also pleased that for the first tidte ever the chair of the UJA is a woman, Carol Solomon, I 
1 

am well aware ofhow you have been talking about issues over the days of this conference -- ones 

that can no longer be pigeon holed ak women's, issues -- for which I am personally very happy. I 

don't think health care, or child care! or domestic violence, or education are women's issues. 

They are issues that should concern hery person with good faith and a vision for the future. 

And you are helping to lead the way! for all of us to do that. 


Early in my husband's administratiok I remember how upset some people became when I'talked 

about what I thought of as a faith baked belief in what each ofus can: do to make that 

conversation to improve the world around us. There were some who did not want or expect 
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anyone in the public arena to be talking about matters of faith and the fact that we have 
obligations because ofthe blessings ~e were given to help others to find the blessings in their 

own lives, i, 
But in the last four years since that has occurred, I have seen a change as more and more people 
are willing to step into the public arerla, in the not-for-profit arena, and bring with them their 
strong conviction that we do have ob~igation to one another -- that we are interdependent; that we 
have to work harder together to create the kind of world we envision. Because, certainly, if we 
just talk about what we envision for «romen in the 21stCentury, we have no context in which we 
put that vision. We have to imagine ~hat kind of world the woman we see in the 21 st century 

, 1 

will live in; will marry in; will be educated in; will raise children in; will make her own 
contributions in. So, we can't just be: narrow ly focused. We have to have a broader range of. 
thought in order to begin the discussion about the vision we share for women in the. next century. 

I , , 

I think it is particularly appropriate tHat this group and all of us together dothat as you prepare 
for the high holidays and as we all prbpare for the new century, It is time for us to reflect on who 
we are and where we are going. . I

! 

I , 
My husband and I have launched a fv1:illennium project at the White House, which is really an 
attempt on our part to get Americans ito think about where we have been as a people, where we 
are today, andwhere we wish to go. IWe've adopted a theme for that kind of conversation we 
would like to occur in our country; t~e theme is "honor the past-imagine the future." 

I 

Well, I think that is an appropriate th~me for us here today, Because by honoring the past, in 
both apersonal and a public way -- a~ this organization does -- you have helped create the 
present and build a foundation for th~ future. But we cannot have the kind of future we envision 
for humankind or for women in partitular ifwe cannot imagine together ,what it could look like. 

I have been priviliged in the past yea~sto travel around the world. ~ have been privilig~d in 
many places to visit Jewish communhies which are coming back into their own after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union', From Warsaw t~ Bukhara I have seen how the Jewish community has kept 
it's hopes and traditions alive -- how iit honored the past despite the evils, the oppression, the ' 
troubles that were visited upon them.; 

I will never forget being in the Giladlsynagogue in Ukraine last November. Some O~yOU may' 
know the history of that synagogue. IThe Nazis turned that holy place into a horse ~~able and left 
a signature of bullet holes in the ceiling. The Soviets had used it as a warehouse, But because of 
the courage and the determination an1d the faith of the Jewish community that was left and 
migrated back, all of a sudden it becke again a holy gathering place for a vibrant Jewish 

. I 
commumty. I' . 

The synagogue has been restored, bult more than that, the faith and spirit of the people has been 
.! . 

restored as well. Once again, Jews can worship freely. Freedom ofreligion has been reborn. 
\ The rabbi -- a young rabbi and his vdry energetic wife from New York, who are there serving 

that community -- explained to me hbw much it meant to open a Jewish school there. After so 
I " . 
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Each ofthem has done what she could do best to see a light and seize the opportunity to imagine 
I . 



a better future. So what does that mek to those ofus living in the United States at this particular 
point in history as we end this centu~? 

, 'I 
I think there are several lessons that we have to take to heart. Many of the women whose lives 
we admire -- Mrs. Clerman and so mky others we could mention -- we ~dmire because they 
persevered, didn't they? They endurdd in the face of very difficult challenges. We wonder ifwe 
would be as brave. We ~onder if weiwould be as generous. Whether we would spend as much 
time and energy as they did helping 0lthers. We haven't - most of us - been challenged like they 
have. But, we have our own challenges, don't we? And one ofour challenges is how do we 
build a life of meaning and purpose iii a land of so much plenty and so many blessings? How do 
we use the gifts thatGod has given td us to make a difference in our lives and the lives of those 
we~~~ 	 I ' 

I 	 , 

Now, very simplistically, there are mkny' answers to that. You are demonstrating answers to that 
by your being here. There is work tolbe done in every single community anywhere on the globe. 
And there is particular work to be do~e in the process ofpeace and reconciliation among those of 
different racial, religious, ethnic or tribal backgrounds. 

, I 
! 

And that is a lesson that we as Ameri:cans must share with the rest of the world. I wish all of you 
could have been with me, as Betty m~ntioned, when I was in Belfast. I have worked with 
women in Northern Ireland for a couple of years. Just think for a minute about what life has 
be:n like for Cath~lic and Protestan~ iwomen in t~at ~art of the world for the last thirty years. 
ThInk about what It must have felt like not knowmg lfyour husband would get home safely from 
work, or if your children would retu~ safely from school, or if you would be a victim of a 
bombing like those twenty nine peop;te who died in Omagh, for reasons that make very little 
sense and are driven by history and forces that want to use hatred to drive people apart instead of 

I • 

bringing them together. 	 I 
I 
I 

But throughout those thirty years of troubles, there were women who had a vision of what the 
I 

future could be like. I met some of those women when I first went to Northern Ireland several 
years ago. Iwalked into a small fishland chips restaurant where I was going to be meeting 

I 
Catholic and Protestant women who lhad braved not only the abuse of their neighbors, but the 
potential threats on their lives, to cOIile together to sit around tables like the one we sat around, to 

I 	 ' 
talk about the vision they had for the:ir futures. 

i 
I 

One woman made a particular impreksion on me. Her name was Joyce McCarten. She was a 
grassroots activist. She had many pJople in her extended family killed during the Troubles, 
including one of her sons. She met rhe 'at the door, and stuck out her hand, and with a big grin 
~aid she had been looking forward t~ meeting me because she was a family feminist too. 

I 

I 

Now, I had never heard the phrase bbfore. But boy, do I like the phrase. I like itbecause I 
I 

believe that any woman who cares about the future, families and children, cares about giving 
. 	 I 

opportunities to every little boy and girl, knows how important it is that we have peace and 
reconciliation so that every boy and girl can live up to his or her God-given potential. 

I 
I 
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And there is woman who walked across barbed wire streets to get to that restaurant to meet with 
me, and I told her I would be proud t6 be considered a family feminist alongside her. ' 

I 
I 

But I met many women that day, who are finally finding their voices. And that is what all of us 
must do. It is more difficult certainl~ to find one's voice among violence and troubles than 
perhaps it is-- even though we think ~ot-- in times like this, when it is easy for our voices to get 
lost in a cacophony of noise. I 

I see women finding their voices in Sbuth Africa, where in the aftermath of apartheid they' 
decided they would build their own fiItures. I have visited them on dusty patches ofwhat 
appears to be barren ground outside df Capetown, where they are building homes for themselves 
and their children. ! ' 

I 

I have met such women in China, whbre I was told about a panel ofwomen in Beijing that they 
either would say nothing, or they wobld only parrot the government line. How wrong that was. I 
have never had a livelier tonverstaiob anywhere in the world with women who were anxious to 

I ' , 

spill their voices out so that we could know what issues they were concerned about, and I could 
begin to piece together the vision that they had for women in the future. ' 

I 
And you know what? The vision, w*ether it is Northern Ireland, or South Africa, or in China, 
sounds very much the same to me. Women who want the tools of opportunity, who want to be 
educated to the fullest of their abilities, who want to be able to make the right choices for their 

, own lives, who want to be respected :for the choices they do make, who want to participate in the 
lives of their communities and their dountries. There may be different cultural and linguistic and 
racial tinges to these dreams they haJe, but at bottom I hear the same voice coming from women 
everywhere. ! 

We know that women cannot realize/this vision -- a vision that was set forth eloquently at the 
United Nation's ConferenceofWoll1en in Beijing since we have last met. I know they cannot 
realize that ifthey don't have the too'ls they need. And what are those tools? They are tools that 
you are helping to provide. 'We kno~ that they cannot make progress ifthey are underfed or 
undervalued or underpaid. We knoJ that women will never even be able to envision a different 
future ifwhen they are born they areldevalued because they are girls instead ofboys, or denied 
schooling or health care commensurate with their abilities. 

I ' 
We know that women cannot build that vision of the future if they do not have access to tools of 
opportunity such as credit to start bubnesses, child care so that their children are well tended 
while they are working. We know t~at the progress ofnations depends on the progress of 
women. And it is time that all of us lunderstood what our contributions must be in order to make 
that possible. We know that womenl cannot have a vision of themselves or a better future if they 
fear violence at the hands of their loyed ones or strangers, or if they are used as tools and tactics 

) ofwar in ethnic conflicts. 1 

We know they cannot have that visiln if they are ~ot at the tables where decisions are made 
I . 

about their lives and their families. We know they cannot have that vision if they do not have 

! 
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control over their bodies or the accesJ to the health care they need as they go through their entire 
lives. We know that by providing thdse tools, we empower women throughout the world to 
make the decisions they believe are right for themselves. 

I 

I . 
You know sometimes when I talk about what women need or even when I say that women's 
rights are human rights, I am looked ~t quizzically, not only elsewhere in the world, but 
sometimes here at home. I remembe~being on a Voice of America radio show, and I was getting 
calls from all over the world, and a gentleman from the Middle East called in and said, " I have 
heard you say that women's rights ar6 human rights and human rights are women's rights, but 
what does that mean?" And I said, ".Jvell, shut your eyes and imagine all the rights that men 
have, and those are all the rights that ~omen should have as well. And they are no different-- no 
better or worse." , . 

I 

I, , 
But in order to function in any society, they should have access to the same rights. And even 
here at home, I sometimes think that women's issues are marginalized. Talking about tools of 
opportunity, or domestic'violence, or!even education and health care is sometimes viewed as a 
soft issue -- a women's issue -- and I ~hink nothing could be farther from the truth. 

, 
These are the issues that dete~ine h9w we live together. And I am fond ofpointing out that 
during the 1996 election, a number ofcommentators criticized my husband because he talked 
about things like,child care, educatioh and health care. And some ofthose commentators said the 
President is talking about issues in a ~ay that will lead to the feminization ofpolitics. Well, 

I 

there are those that would not object tq that. But that would be missing the point. This is about 
the humanization of politics. This is labout putting on the ,very top of the agenda the issues that 
determine how people live, and what/kinds of mture they are able to imagine for themselves and 
their children. I ' 

I 
I. 

Now here at home, we are not immune from looking at ourselves and taking a critical look about 
I 

what we need to do to envision the kind ofwoman and the kind of future that woman should 
I ' 

have in the next century. We have ~ade an enormous amount of progress together. We know 
that. But we also have not fulfilled a~l our obligations either. 

I . 
We need to stand ,firm as a nation an9 have embedded in our foreign policy as Secretary Albright 
and I have said on severaloccasions,lthe idea that women's rights need an interest - need to be 
taken into account in American foreign policy. So that for example, when we hear about the 
kind of abuses perpetrated by the Tallban, that is an important matter for our nation to take into 

I 

account in any dealings we would hare with any regime that does what it does to women on a 
daily basis. 

I 

Because in the world as it is today, itlis in America's interest to empowerwomen - to give 
women opportunities to have their vdices heard - to be participants in the decision making in 
their communities and countri'es. A~d in those places, such as those under the rule of the 
Taliban, where women cannpt go to fork, leave their homes alone, attend school, or get the 
health care they need, then we have to take a stand against that. 

I 

I 

I 
I 
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And when we hear about women beidg enticed from the former Soviet Union with promises of 
jobs as nannies and hair stylists, but i~stead are being shipped around the world like drugs and 
sold into slavery, we have to take a stand against that. And when we hear about cpildren who are 
aborted or denied food simply becausb they are girls, we must take a stand against that. And we 
must do so in a very loud and clear vdice. 

America must lead, and it must lead do issues that affect women and gifls around the world. We 
I 

should for example, join the rest ofth'e world and ratify the Convention on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women. It h~s been sitting for 24 years. . 

I 
! 

And we mustbe more vocal in standihg up and having our voices heard against those who hold 
our contributions to the United Natiobs hostage because they don't believe that women around 
the world should have access to famil!y planning services, that is just wrong. 

I . . 

So, there are steps we must take as Jn~rican women. And we must urge our leaders in the 
I 

Congress and elsewhere, to put downlmarkers about where we stand.on the rights and 
opportunities ofwomen around the wjOrld. But ultimately, our power to build the kind of world . 
we want rests not just on laws or diplomatic action, but on our own attitudes and values. How 
will we convey what we believe wonien in the twenty first century should be? How will we 
teach our children how women shoul~ be given every opportunity to make the best choices they 
can make? Will we once and for all end the false debate on women's choices? 

Think about the energy it takes for wlmen among themselves to undercut each other for the 
I 

choices we make. Each ofus are individuals. Some women choose to be full time mothers and 
homemakers, and we should respect tmd applaud their choice. Some women choose to be full 
time in the worid ofwork, they may 6r may not marry, they mayor may not have children, but 

I 
we should respect their choice. And, Ifor most ofus in today's world, as we attempt to strike that 
balance at various points in our lives-- between our obligations to our family and our obligations 
outside our home to work-- and othe~ obligations suc~ as the one you take on with UJA-- we 
should do more to help respect and support those chOices. ! 

I 

It is time for our country to do what i~ can do to support the important work that women do 
inside the home and outside the hpm~. We have to do more to give women the child care and 
other tools they need to successfully balance work and family. We have to make it absolutely I . . 
unheard of in the twenty-first centufJ! that any woman would have to choose between the job she 
needs to put food on the table and the child she loves and needs to nurture. We can do a better 
job by providing more part timework! opportunities, more leave opportunities, and more support 
for women who are in the work force'. 

I 

Now those are all ways that we can hielp create an environment where women's choices are truly. 
our own--and in which we can, as w~ live such longer lives, thankfully-- make different choices 
depending on where we are in our liV:es. We have to reach out and support each other, and we 
need the kind of real life politics that!makes it possible not only to envision that future, but to 
create and build it. We need Gl real life politics, that does once and for all, put behind divisions in 
our country, that supports the peace dtakers, the conciliators, the mediators; that reaches across 

I 
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racial and religious lines to, make sure that every American feels included, supported and 
respected. We need to stand up for tHe rights of any oppressed persori anywhere in America. We 
need to stand up against the very desthtctive images that are fed to our daughters by the media 
about how it is more important how ~ou look than how you feel or who you are or what you do. 

And if we begin to envision this futurp and act on it, I am enough of an optimist to believe that 
we will go a long way to creating it. rou know, sometimes I look around our country and I am 
amazed at all the progress we have made. Now certainly, we have fallen short of where we 
would like to be. We have a lot ofw6rk to do. But we have over the years continually pushed 
progress forward. I 

i 
,I 

When I was at Seneca Falls, as Betty 6entioned, I was so impressed with the words I read of 
those women who gathered in 1848 t6 envision a world that was hard for them to imagine. This 
was a world in which if you married ~ou owned nothing; your husband owned the clothes on 
your back, had every right to the children-- you had no rights whatsoever. You couldn't vote. 

I 

.You had no stake in the leadership oflYoU community. And these women sat at that small table 
together and they dreamed, and they looked at each other and they said we can do better, there is ' 
more to life than we have been given.! As women we should have more possibilities to be 
whomever we want to be. I 

Woodrow Wilson was incensed at thJse pushy women who were chaining themselves to the gate 
of the White House demanding.the ri~ht to vote. But if they hadn't imagined it first, no action 
would have occurred. They wouldn't have invited the abuse, but it was a necessary part of 
change and transformation. And then! look at what they have given us. " 

I 

So we can envision a future that gives every woman and every man, every girl and every boy the 
tools they need to make whomever tHeir dreams and work will make them be. But do you know 
what my biggest concern is? My bigkest concern is that we will grow complacent in America, 
and we will grow satisfied, and we will believe that we are entitled to all the goodness that has 
come our way, and all those who donl't share in the blessings of America are just not good 
enough, or smart enough, or work ha~d enough. And we will begin to go the way of most 
civilizations where a large group of p~eoPleare left behind. And then the vision we have for 
women will only apply to women like us, instead of opening doors to all women. 

I 

I 
I fear that in these times of plenty ana blessings and record stock markets where it looks like we 

are defying history-- which is always! a dangerous thing to think-- that some of us will begin to 


. believe our own P.R. about how luckY' and fortunate and blessed we are, and how therefore, we 

don't owe much to anyone else. I 

I 
I 
t 

And that is one of the reasons why I wanted to come here today, because I know that you do not 
believe that, and that you were constktly urging yourselves forWard to think about all the 
challenges that face us, and you wer~ doing concrete tasks to build the kind of future that would 
give every person the opportunity wd are so blessed to have for ourselves. 

When I told a friend of mine how eJited I was to come back to th~ Lion of Judah -- in fact I talk 

I 
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a l~t a~out Lion of;udah-- I tal~ed aJout it yesterday in New York where I was with my husband 
at an affair for the Democratic party. II was sitting at a table, and one of the women there knew I 
was coming and was actually flying Qack to be with me and I thank her out there in the audience. , 
We started talking about the Lion ofJudah and two women didn't know anything about it-- and . I . 
so I think I got you two more members. , 

So I told this friend ofmine that I walcoming here today, and s~e shared with me a passage' 
j 

from this week's Torah reading, many of you know what I am going to.talk'about. The Ancient 
Hebrews are preparing to go into Israbl together and on this last day ofhis life, Moses gathers 
them together, men and women of alII statures and ages, and initiates them into a new covenant 

. . I . 

where they will be responsible not on:ly to God, but for one another. And he asks them to choose 
life and the good, over death and evill '. 

I 
. I 

That is really a question for all ofus ~n every time in every place. What choices will we make? 
How will we use our voices, our. resources, our blessings on behalf ofthose near and dearto.us, 
but also ~:m behalfofthose with no vdice? How. will we in our own way respect the dignity of 
each person, pass on 'the' values.o f cJing and concern, and. inter-connectedness:to our' children?· 
.' . I .' 

As you approach the high holidays, ahd as each ofus takes stock of where we. are and:who we 
are and what is important in our lives!, I hope we ask ourselves these questions; because no vision 
of anything in the next century will bb worth much or stand the test of time, as' most or this 
question did, unless it is rooted in a strong belief that we are obligated to one another. 

I , . 

And if we carry out those obligationsl, then I believe we will create a future in which women and 
men will be able to live more peacefiilly together and in respect and dignity and have the 
opportunity each of us want to live lires ofmeaning and purpose. 

, ' 

J 

I hope that you will continue the work that you are. doing. I hope that the conversation about the 
next century will continue. I hope e~ch of us will, in our own way create that vision of the 
twenty-first century. And I hope we rn contiJ;me to raise our vo.ices and work together. 

I wish you a happy new year. I wishithat all ofyou may have the fulfillment that comes from 
knowing that you have been of service to others. May you all be written in to the BookofLife. 

I 

Thank you. 
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