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Thank you. It is a tre~1endous honor to receive this award ... and 
I 

especially to share the stage :with the 1998 National Child Care Awardees 
I 

I 
I , 

who.. .in homes and centers,iin the academy and the government, have 
I 	 . 

, 

been on the frontlines of pu~ing better, safer, more affordable child care 
I
, 	

. . 
within the grasp ofAmerica?s working families. [Acknowledgments] 

And I want to thank Ahnie, John Heinz and everyone at Parents 

Magazine for making it clea~ today that if we truly value children, then we 
I 	 . . 
, 
,e must value the men and women who help us care for then1. I remember 

one provider who told me ~ith tears in her eyes that with the birth of her 
, 
I 

second child, she had to leave the child care profession, leave the job she 
. . 
I , 

I 
loved, and go work in an office because she needed to make more money; 

I 
I 

When will we learn that if ~e want safe and healthy child care, then we 
, 	 I 

I 

.1 

need child care providers WD.O are trained and educated ... child care 

workers who stay from year: 
I 

to year ... and child care workers who are 
I 

i 
really compensated for the critical work they do? 

·1 
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• 
You know when I wrdte, "It Takes a Village," there were some who. 

, 

criticized me and said, "What could she possibly be talking about -- it . 
I 
, 

.takes parents." Well, of coqrse, it takes parents. And the book actually 
I 
i , 
I 

begins with my own parents: and grandparents ...and how grateful I am for 

. I .. . 
the strength and love and serse of direction and self they gave me. As 

I 

parents, we know we will al~ays have the primary responsibility for 
,., 

nurturing and guiding our cfuildren. But, we also know we can't do it 

, 

alone. Ourchildren are goi*g to eat food packaged by someone else. 

, 

Play in backyards other th~ ours. Come down with illnesses we've 

never seen. 
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i 
Parents need information, advocacy, and a place to make their , . 

voices heard, and that's whJt Parents Magazine has helped provide for 
! 
I 

more than 70 years. You wtre there in the 20s.~.telling us how to fatten 
I 
, ) 

up underweight children an4 prevent the spread of disease. You told us 
, 

, 
why school desegregation vvias important in the 50s, why we needed seat . 

belts and Head Start in the ~Os, why we had to' win the fight over 
I 

I 
women's rights in the 70s~ In the 80s, you helped shatter the myth that a 

I .... . 

working mother can bring h~me the bacon, fry it up in a pan, care for her 
, 
: , 

children .... and still sleep more than 45 minutes a night. 
'I 

I
. " 

And, in the 90s, I wan~ to thank you for tackling what I believe is 
. ! 


i 

. i 


the defining issue for workitg parents today --child care. For years, 

parents have whispered abo~t child care problems around water coolers 
. I , 

, 
, 

and at the edge of driveways. But you have helped transform these , 
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I 
. kitchen-table cOllversations into anational discussion reaching our State 
. I .' . 

, I' . 

houses...and, yes, our White!House and our Halls' of Congress. 
. I' , . . 

. . I' 
I 

One Parents Magazine! article reads: "If a mother chooses to say at 
. I 

home and devote herself to dreative hon1emaking and child rearing, she 

ne~d not harbor any insecuJ feelings ...whether our job is inthe anned 

forles ...or in the home carink for children, it is all essential." This . 

statement did not come froj the October issue. It was in an article 

IIen~it1ed War Jobs for MOthets -- published a fu1155 years ago.· 
I 

I I 
I . 

. When Rosie the RivetJr and more than a million of her friends 
I . I 
I . . I 

flooded the workforce during World.War II, there were some women 

wdrking in the factories ~hd had to lock their children in their cars or 
I I . 

lele them at the local movi~ theater -- because there was no where else 

to bring them. Back then, tJe government stepped in to help provide 

h.lld -C: h bib 1") d' . '. 1 " .c Ii care lor t em ecause re e leve It was In our natlona Interest. 
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What about now? Now, when the percentage of married working 

mothers with children under: six has more than doubled in the past three 
:.. . 
. .I 

deyades. Now, when low-i~come families spend up to a quarter of their 
! '. . . 

eailiJings on child care, NO~, when up to 5 million school-aged children 
I I 

ard latch key kids, going ho~e alone after school to sit in front ofthe. 

t.v....or worse. Now, we mU,st decide it is in our national interest to help 

I . : . 
pa~ents get child care they c*n afford and trust. . . 

Many ofyou were in t~e roolll when we heard that message at the 
I 

! .. I
Wltite House Conference ahl10St one year ago. It carne from parents and 

, I 

exJerts, from advocates and [economists, from the faith community and 

foldations, They told us tlJat quality matters -- children in better qu'ality 
: . 

. : . . 
I . 

chi1d care have stronger language, pre-mathematics, and social skills, 
! I 

I 
I 

i 
, 

6 

I 



i I 
better relationships with their teachers; more selfesteem. Yet, the quality 

Of~hild care in our country)s uneven. And good child care is 

un~ffordable for too many lorking families ... too many children are' 
I . I· . 
, I 

1 

. spending their days in place~·that are at be'st unnurturing -,.. at worst 
I' .' , 

unhealthy, even dangerous." . 

,I . I 
, We heard that good after-school programs matter. That most 

. . . . I 

violent crinles involving young people happen between the time they 

I . h 1 'd h' .' hi.' h' Th' h'ld . h'1eave sc 00 an t e tIme t yIr parents come orne. atc 1 ren In t ese . 

1 . I . . . . 
programs not only stay out ofharm's way, but also have better academIC 

aC~ievement and attitudes tJ1wards school. Yet, demand for after-school . 

I' . . .' . 
. programs outstrips supply 2 Ito 1. . 

I ~ 
, . , 

And we heard about i~portant models being developed around the 
i . I,'

I I' . 

cOlllntry to address these chapenges .. From Massachusetts to California to 

th~awarde.es today, I have1een privileged to see first hand what . 

corpmunItIes can accomphsf;t when they come together to make good 
, I 

1 

I 
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child care affordable and avkilable. At a first-rate .center at Baptist 


Hdspital :n Miami, I learned how they had adjusted the hours to fit their 

hour work day -"'- and why it made good economic sense to provide this 
I . 
I 

servIce. 

I, 
I 

i 

At the Quantico Marin;e Base in Maryland, I saw what every parent 

~rld want for their Childrei -- a be~utiful facility, well-trained workers, .. 

hIgh standards, unannounceoinspectlons, good w~ges and solId benefIts 
. i I., 

i . 1 

and respect for the staff. Onle staff sargent I met, a single dad raising. two 
• I 

i 

. I 


little girls, told me that the first day he took then1 to day care they cried 

wien he dropped them off. The second day, they cried when he came to 

pick them up.' . 

, 

I 
I 
I 

It is time to take these success stories and rewrite them all over this 
I 
I 
I 

. I 
country.. As you know, the President has proposed an historic investment 

I 
I 
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in rhiJd care that would hel~ us do just that. It makes child care more 

affordable for working families -- through tax cuts and subsidies. It 
I ' .' i ' 

pnrmotes early learning. It tmproves quality and safety by enforcing state 
I , 

he~lth and safety standards, [facilitating background checks and increasing 
I . I 

sc~olarships for child care ptofessionals. And it provides after-school 

c~e for up to half a million ~hildren a year. . 
1 I 

, 
But, one thing I have ~ound is that often times when the President 

.announces something, as he did in the State of the Union, many 

Alericans think the work is! over. Early in the summer, I joined 

I 


Co1ngresswoman Tauscher i~ her California district. We were at a school 
I ! 

wHich had added on a buildihg for this wonderful after-school program. 

A1d we were talking with e'fperts and other supporters of the program . 

. EVi~ question they asked, ivery comment they made assumed that the 

PreSIdent's plan would get tbrough Congress. A teacher said, "You 
, ! 

, : ' .: 
knbw, I'm so excited that th~ federal government is going to help us 

I 
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I

'\ 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

because we don't have the facilities we need in.p6orareas for after-school 
•. I· . 
i I· 

care." [And you know, the ~ongresswoman and I were somewhat 

su~rised because, ofcours~, we know how difficult it is to get legislation 
. • . I . 

, , 

likb this through Congress.]! 
I 

I 
We need to replace thi!s sigh of relief with a national call-to-action. 

, . 

Everyone who cares about ¢hild care, everyone who has applauded my 
i ' i

I 
. 

. hukband' s conlmitment --w:Orking families, teachers, advocates, business 


IJders and the like -- must ting our voices together and once again say 


, foJ the nation to hear: qUali~ child care is not a luxury, but a fundamental' 
. I . 
. . !' . 

I 
. , I Inecessity. . , I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

This should never be apartisan issue. We are not talking about , 
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caring for Democratic childten or Republican or Independent children. 

wi are talking about caringifqr American children. Parents cannot go to 

wJrk without finding safe places for their children ... And Congress should 

nol go hdme without taking jimportant steps to provide them. There is still 

, I R' h . c I " k" " b'lltIme to act. 19 t now, 0ttgress IS wor 1ng on ItS appropnat10ns 1 s . 

. Je Senate has included mJre than $180 million in new funding for child 

I ., . 

cafe. Both houses have inc~eased funding for after-school care, though 
' . . 
I 
. 

. 
. 

I 
. I 

well below the President's request. These steps are small -- and the need 
I ' 

I . I 
is great. None of us can rest untii we finish the job. 

,, 
I 

And when we do, I beHeve it will be because parents take the issues 
" I . . 

. that keep them up at night and place them at the front of our national 

agLda. It will be because Jjar~nts speak out about the challenges they 

fat with child care -- not ojlly on the soap box, but in the ballot box. 

pJhaps the time has come ior working families to hold our elected 

I' .I 

officials accountable for the~r votes on child care. Perhaps the time has 
I 

. I fi k' f: '1' j , 'h' , f h ' ' h come or wor 1ng an11 1es to use t e power 0 t e1r own votes to say t at 
. ! 

! 
j 

I. 

I

'I 

i 

'1 

! 

. I' 
I 

I 
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I' h"ld . " ,i h d d" ' 
good C 1 care IS Just as l1nportant to t em as tra e an taxes. 

i 

i 
I' 
I 
I 

I hope that at the 75thianniversary of Parents magazine, there will be 
, 

a lot to celebrate on this fro~t. I hope you will look back with pride at the 

. ho~orees here today, look bLk at the contributions you made ... and know 
i I . 

h i h" 1 h .! d ' 'f k' dt at t IS 'IS W 1ere t econcems an commItment 0 wor lng parents tume 
I I, 

I'I. thy dream of affordable andreliable child care into a reality all over this 
. I 
.country. 

, 
, I 

,! 
. I 

Thank you very much; 
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