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. Thank you. Itisa trenllendous honor to receive this award...and
especially to share the stageiwith‘ the 1998 National Child Care Awardees
who...in homes and centers,lin the academy and the government, have

been on the frontlines of put%ting better, safer, more affordable child care

within the grasp of America’s working families. [Acknowledgments]

And [ want to thank A?nnie, John Heinz and everyone at Pareiflts |
Magazine for makiﬁg it clea;r. today that if we truly valu.ekchildren, then we
.'  must value the men and wor%nen who help us care for them. I remember
one provider who told me wiith téars in her eyes that with the birth of her
Second child, she had to lea\ize the child care profession, leave the job she

< . L,
loved, and go work in an offzce' because she needed to make more money.

When will we learn that if \ive want safe and healthy child care, then we

|
|

‘ | |
- need child care providers who are trained and educated...child care
workers who stay from year to year...and child care workers who are

- i »
really compensated for the cgritical work they do?
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You ‘know wh;—:n | wr();te,"‘lt Takes a Village,” there were some’who ‘

criticized'me and said, “Wh%lt could she possibly be talking about -- it -
‘takes parcnts.” Well, of couirse, it takés parents. And the book at::tually
begins with my .own parentsi and grandparents...and how grateful I am for
 the strength and love and sehse of direction and self they gave me. As
parents, we know we will al%zvays have the priméry responsibility for
nu’rtﬂring and guiding our c}gli‘ldren. But, we also know we can’t do it
alone. Our children are goirélg to eat féod i)ackaged by someone else.

Play in backyards other than ours. Come down with illnesses we’vé

never seen.




Parents need information, advocacy, and a place to make their

voices heard, and that’s whalt Parents Magazine has helped provide for

|
more than 70 years. You w%':re there in the 20s...telling us how to fatten

i

up underweight children anc'i prévent the spread of disease. You told us

why school desegregation \a%as important in the 50s, why we needed seat -

belts and Head Start in the 6?05, why we had to win: the ﬁght over
women’s 1‘ights in the 70s. Iin the 80s, you helped shatter the myth ‘that a
Working mother can bring h%)me the bacon, fry it up in a pan, care for her
children....and still sleép mofre than 45 minutes a ﬁight;

And, in the 905, I want% to thénk you for taékling what I believe is
the ‘d'efining issue for workir;lg parénts today -- child care. For years,
| parents have whispered abOLilt child care probléms‘around water coolers

and at the edge'of drivewayst. But you have helpéd transform these
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- kitchen-table conversations iinto a national discussion reaching our State

- houses...and, yes, our White
R ‘ o
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One Parents Magazine

. 4
{House and our Halls of Congress.

. .
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article reads: “If a mother chooses to say at

home and devote herself to creative homemaking. and child rearing, she

need not harbor any insecure feelings...whether our job is in the armed

| .

leave them at the local movi

forEes...or in the home caring for children, it is all essential.” This
statement did not come from the October issue. It was in an article

ent:itle‘d War Jobs for Mothers -- published a full 55 years ago.’

When Rosie the Riveter and more than a million of her friends
flooded the workforce during World War I1, there were some'women

working in the factories Wll()l had to lock their children in their cars or

e theater -- because there was no where else

~to bring them. Back then, the government Stepped in to help provide

\

child care for them because we believed it was in our national interest.
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What about now? NOW%N, when the percentage of married working

mothers with children under six has more than doubled in the past three

arc
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decades. Now, Whenlow—infcorne families spend up to a quarter of their

earnings on child care. Now, when'up to 5 million school-aged children

latch key kids, going horfné alone after school to sit in front of the .

...OI Worse. Now, we must decide it is in our national interest to help
o a o

ents get child care they can afford and trust.

Many of you were in the room when we heard that message at the
I | |

White House Conference almost one year ago. It came from parents and
experts, from advocates and economists, from the faith community and

foundations. They told us thiat quality matters -- children in better quality

{

1d care have stronger language, pre-mathematics, and social skills,
1

i
|

P S

e T R T = e



better relationships with their teachers; more self esteen. Yet, the quality

of child care in our country is uneven. And good child careis

ungffordable for too many v&(orking families...too many children are

i
|

'spénd'ing‘ their days in places that are at best unnurturing -- at worst
unhealthy, even dangerous. |
We heard that good after-school programs matter. That most

violent crimes iﬁvo]ving young people héppen between the time they

achievement and attitudes towards school. Yet, demand for after-school

‘programs outstrips supply 2lto 1.

And we heard about i'mportant models being deVeloped around the

country to address these chajﬁenges. From Massachusetts to California to
the awardees today, I have been privileged to see first hand what

communities can accomplish when they come together to make good

leave school and the time thg:ir parents come home. That children in these -

programs not only stay out of harm’s way, but also have better academic
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Id care affordable and avéu'l’able. At a first-rate center at Baptiét»

Hospital in Miami, | ]eamed how they had adjusted the hours to fit their

hour work day -- and why it made good economic sense to provide this

H
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Vice. 1‘
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At the Quantico Marinje Base in Maryland, I saw what every parent

would want for their childreh -- a beautiful facility, well-trained workers,

high standards, unannounced inspections, good wages and solid benefits

and respect for the staff. Qni,e staff sargent I met, a single dad raising two

little girls,f told me that the ﬁirst day he took them to day care they cried |

!

when he dropped them off. %The seéond day, they cried when he came to

pick them up.

|
It 1s time to take these success stories and rewrite them all over this
|

country. ' As you know, the President has proposed an historic investment

1I
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in child care that would helpf us do just that. It makes child care more

i

affordable for Working families -- through tax cuts and subsidies. It

;
s

E

care for up to half a million ichi]dren a year.
|

But, one thing I have f;'ound is that often times when the President

‘announces something, as he did in the State of the Union, many

|

|

Americans think the work is over. Early in the summer, I joined

And we were talking with e}i(perts and other supporters of the program.
‘Every question they asked, e{very comment they made assumed that the

President’s plan would get tliarough Congress. A teacher said, “You

know, I’m so excited that t.h(;a federal government is going to he]p us

prémotes early learning. It 1;mproves quality and safety by enforcing state
health and safety standards, 1faci]itaﬁng backgrouhd checks and increasing
' , : | .

scholarships for child care p%rofeésionals. And 1t provides after-school |

Congresswoman Tauscher in her California district. We were at a school

which had added on a buildihg for this wonderful after-school program.
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because we don’t have the facilities we need in poor areas fot after-school
' t - -

care.” [And you know, the Congresswoman and I were somewhat

surprised because, of course%, we know how difficult it is to get legislation

like this through Congress.]]
|
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We need to replace this sigh of relief with a national call-to-action.

Everyone who cares about c;hild care, everyone who has applauded my
| o

husband’s commitment -- working families, teachers, advocates, business
o , .

leaders and the like -- must bring our voices together and once again say

|

|
necessity.
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- This should never be a partisan issue. We are not talking about

| |

l
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for the nation to hear: qua]itfy child care is not a luxury, but a fundamental
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caring for Democratic childr}’en or Republican or Independent children.
We are talking about caringifor American children. Parents cannot go to

work without finding safe places for their children...And Congress should

i
i

‘not go home without taking}important steps to provide them. There is still |

|

time to act. Right now, Co@gr‘ess is working on its appropriations bills.

|

e Senate has included more than $180 million in new funding for child

care. Both houses have incrgeased funding for after-school care, though

{

well below the President’s r}eques‘c. These stepé are small -- and the need

| | o
oreat. None of us can rest until we finish the job.

And when we do, I be;lieve it will be because parents take the issues
it keep them up at night and place them at the front of our national

agenda. It will be becauseﬁarc;nts speak out about the challenges they

face with child care -- not only on the soap box, but in the ballot box.

' | | -
Perhaps the time has come for working families to hold our elected

!

officials accountable for 'thegir votes on child care. Perhaps the time has

me for working families tZo use the power of their own votes to say that
|
* B}
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good child care is just as important t‘o»'them as trade and taxes.

i
IN
'
|

I hope that at the 75th ianniversary of Parents magazine, there will be

a lot to celebrate on this front. 1 hope you will look back with pri‘de at the

, holnorees here today, look b;ack at the contributions you made...and know i?
 that thisis where the concer'fns and commitfnent Aof working pai‘ents turned |
the dfeém of affordable andéreliable child care‘into a reality all over this o iE
country. ’ B
Thank you very muchg
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