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I
Thank you. Thank you so much. Thax'xk you Governor. 1 am personally very pleased to be here
on my own behalf and to represent our, ‘President. He asked me to-come to tell you dlrectly how

deeply concerned he is about the people of Puerto Rico.

The Governor and members of Congrelss Congress have just toured with me by helicopter some
of the devastation brought by the hurricane. Isaw the destroyed houses..I saw the destroyed
cropsl. I saw the effects of the mudslidFs and the rivers that went out of their banks. I could see
personally how damaging this hurricane was because it went across the entire island.

I 'am|pleased that because of the response of the President, you were able to receive ::ud as
qulckly as possible. Butl will be ablelnow to tell my husband how much more needs to be done.

I was also pleased that members of our Congress whom, the Govemor has mtroduced could join |

your Congressman in coming with me! from Washington. .

I have visited many natural disasters wiith my husband and on my own and I know how
devastatmg losses like these are to farmlles We just visited some of the families who have lost
everythmg We cannot turn the clock 1|)ack but we can do all that is possible to help you rebuild
your lives. , :

R

Tam pleased therefore to make a numb:er of announcements on behalf of the President to help

you rebulld your lives and your commumtles First, as you know already, FEMA helped to
develop an emergency plan before the humcane struck. AndTwould like to thank the governor
and government of Puerto Rico for executmg that plan so well.

Starting today, at least 200,000 gallonsl‘of water and 100,000 pounds of ice will be arriving daily
to help the victims of this disaster meet their most critical needs. " So far, more than 23,000
people have registered for disaster housing assistance and we now have a process in place of
gettmg those checks to the victims and a temporary housmg plan is being developed to ensure
the qulckest possible return to normal Ihfe

] ,
;Today I am also pleased to announce that FEMA is providing full pubhc assistance in all

categones throughout Puerto Rico. That means that funds will be available to pay for storm
damalge to those buildings and surfaces that most affect your daily lives. It will help to rebuild
roads, schools and mumolpal buildings, repair bridges and fix utilities. And having seen what I
havejjust seen, I know how much this éssistance will help to get everyone back on their feet.
Second, we recognize that there are thousands of people who cannot go to work to support their
families. Therefore, the Department. of Labor will provide up to $30 million in emergency
funding to create temporary jobs for dlslocated workers in clean-up and restoration efforts.
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Thrrd we know how 1mportant it is to get back into your'own homes. The Departmentof

f Housrng and Urban Development will help you do just that. Secretary Cuomo is with me today
- and HUD will be funding many of the |temporary shelters and is also offering major new disaster

recovery assistance including $39 million to help repalr the damage done to pubhc housing units. -

-For home owners, HUD will provide‘a three month grace period.to make mortgage payments.

And 1f your house is damaged beyond !‘repair, HUD will help you buy a new home with 100%
ﬁnaneing and no down paym'ents. . U

Fourth repairing the roads in the mountainis as the Governor and I saw, is also a cntrcal nieed at

this time. So the Department of Transportatton is allocating $5 million in emergency relief funds

to begm repairs to roads and bridges damaged by the hurricane. Emergency transportation
specialists are already here to help with the transportation of emergency relief supphes Solam
hoping that even the most remote areas around Puerto Rico will onee again be linked by -
transportatron to the rest of the island. J '

These new announcements go hand in! hand Wrth all the other efforts that are underway to help

~ the pieople of Puerto Rico in partnershlp wrth your government Staff of the Small Business

Admlmstratlon -- and you already gave a standtng ovation to Director Alvarez and of course you
know she i is the first Puerto Rican to be in the presidential Cabinet -- but staff from the SBA are
already in the shelters taking applications and processing checks for personal assistance. The
Depalrtment of Human Services is focusing its immediate recovery efforts on assisting elderly
citizens because they are often the hardest hit.- So the elderly people, the parents, the
grandparents even the great grandpardnts are very disoriented by all this and they need very
direct assrstance : \

I also‘ met some farmers who had lost thelr crops and a chicken farmer who lost 80% of hlS
ehlckens I could see from the helrcopter the damage to the coffee and the planting crops. So we

\ know that the farmers have suffered Vdry much. The US Department of Agriculture will send

people to help calculate individual lossles so that Puerto-Rico’s farmers can get the funds they
need to get back mto the ﬁelds and produce therr crops. :

‘We k]now that in this difficult time, it is very important that-friends and neighbors support each
other. And I know your Congressman and your Governor have told me with great pride that

- there has been no looting. There has heen avery neighborly spmt People have been helpmg

eaeh other-and I think that is a wonder Eul sign for the fiiture:

I hope that the assistance that is eormng to you from the Federal government through the
President’s directives will make very clear that we will stand with' you as you repair your lives

“and bulld your eommun1t1es back aga1 n. Qur prayers, our thoughts and our help will be there for .

you..

We are also concerned for the other people in the Caribbean who have suffered'from the
devastatron of the hurricane; lncludlngt our fellow citizens in the Virgin Islands to our east.” We
are very coneerned for the people of Haiti and the Dominican Repubhc They have been
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particularly hard hit and the United Stz{ttes government stands ready to assist them also and has
alrea'dy provided emergency relief. } Co

l o ‘ _
Sccrétary Cuomo and Brian Atwood, the head of USAID and our members of Congress will be
trave!hng on to Haiti and the Domlmcaln Republlc to see first hand how we can help our other
neighbors in the Caribbean. :

Let me just end by telling you I am very grateful that the hurricane did not cause great loss of life
among Puerto Ricans. Iknow that it was devastating because it covered the entire island but we
should be grateful because we were blessed that it did not do even more damage than it did.
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And with the spirit of the people I havfe seen for myself, I know that Puerto Rico will come back E:#:
even stronger and we will be with you every step of the way. :

Thank you all so much.

. [“;
F
!
|

j




