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Thank you. Thank you very much. i am so delighted to be here today and I am' especially 
pleased to see all of you, in particulat, to see all the children. I loved my drive here where I can 
seelall the houses that are already detorated for Halloween and it just reminded me of how much 
I love Halloween. We don't open th6 White House for trick-or-treating and it made me feel a 
littlb sad. I am going to think that thlough and see if there is something we can do about that. 

I I 
Mo~tly I wanted to come to thank all: of you who have done so much to make the B & A trail a 
model for our nation. And I also want to congratulate and thank: the Back Porch Pickers who did 

, J 

such a good job before I was here. How about another round of applause for them. 

I wbUld like to thank my long time ~end Secretary Slater and the entire Department of 
Trahsportation for the leadership. and the resources they have committed to the Millennium Trails 
. I J 

Program. And I also want to thank Governor Glendening and Lieutenant Governor Kathleen 
Ketmedy Townsend and County Exe~utive' John Gary who are all helping to make Maryland a 
leader in the East Coast Greenway an.d the entire trail movement. 

I wL also pleased to be with senatoJ Sarb~es, Senator Mikulski and Congressman Cardin and I 
I I 

believe that Annapolis Mayor Dean Johnson is with us. As we celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
thelNational Trails System Act, I waht to thank Bob Stanton and the entire Park Service for 
helping us safeguard 250,000 miles ~f scenic, recreational and historic trails. And thanks also to 
Dahd Burwell and all the volunteer~ who in two weeks will celebrate 10,000 miles of real trails. 

. I '. 

Mky of you have learned to love this trail and have been on it so many times. I have only been 
on it once, just a few minutes ago, b~t I already have a sense of what it must mean to all of you. 
Nok like all success stories, it is the Iproduct of many hands. We have already heard from 
Elizabeth Wybel. And I appreciate ner so much not only telling us what she has done and what it 
has' meant to her, but mentioning so bany ofyou who have worked together on this trail. 

Da~id Dionne, who many people sa~ is the heart and soul of this project. Stan Weber and the 
friends of the B & A Trail. And the young people like the Scouts who walked down with me and 
thelother Scouts who are here today.! All of you are the volunteers who have helped transform 
this old trolley line into a communit~ lifeline and carry on our traditions. 

vol know w~en we take a stroll on the B & A Trail or the C & 0 Canal, we are walking in the 
fOdtsteps of people who understood plearly how important it was for all of us who live in an 
urban environment, like we can her~, to get out and be able to enjoy nature and do it in a way 
th~t is accessible to every person. I 

I 
And now we have an opportunity toldo make our footprints ones that others will follow. I love it 
w~en I hear David Dionne's words tihat we put the community into the trail. And I know what 
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, 
that means because just in the little bit that I saw, I can see that the community is part of the trail. 
YoJ can see the flower beds that volJnteers and families have tended. You can hear the stories 
of the trailblazers and the Rangers anld the Scouts -- the Eagle Scouts, the Girl Scouts, the Boy 
Sco1uts, the Cub Scouts, the Cadets _J everyone who has done something to make this trail so . 
imdortant and.beautiful not only to t~is community which shares this trail, but to the more than 
oneil and a half million people that use.' it every day. 

I . 
It has also been a way to unite and bFing together the community and for that I am also very 
imJressed and very gratefuL For alll these reasons, we have celebrated and this is why all ofyou 
hav:e come out this afternoon. We k*ow we have to replicate this across our nation. Our 
commitment thirty years ago helped build the Appalachian Trail and in the next two. years it will 
litefallY connect the entire length. Ahd most of you who have walked on any part of the 
Appalachian Trail, I imagine that wdl make even more ofus think we will walk it. Well, we 

, I . 
. propably won't fulfill that but at leas~ we can now know that It goes all the length of our east 

coast. 
. I . 

we: need to build a trail system for tlie next century, just as the visionaries began the trail system 
75 years ago and in 1968 with natio#allegislation. And that is what the Millennium Trails 
Pro1gram will help us do. We will i&ntify 2,000 millennium trails by the year 2000. They may 
be greenways or byways which carv6 a path through urban and rural areas, scenic trails which 
carty us along our landscape, trails that allow us to bike or hike, trace human history or even 
planetary history as Ijust heard. Ana they will be divided in this way. 

ThLe will be twelve national millelium trails which will be large visionary projects of national 
significance. There will be 52 Mille~nium Legacy Trails, all ofwhich will be named by 
norhinations of governors and will include the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. There will 

I I 

be 2,000 community trails which wi~l be chosen from local nominations and trails benefitting 
froin federal funding. Our goal is tolbring new partners together with existing federal, state and 
pri~ate resources in order to promot~ these trails and to enhance those that are just being 
de\eloped and to create new ones that we can only now just imagine. 

, I " 

AlII of them will receive a millenniwh trails designation. They will be promoted through a web 
sitJ, a national clearing house, and i~ tourist materials. And thanks to Secretary Slater's 
coqunitment and the President's co~mitrnent, many will be eligible for millions of dollars in 
ad<ptional funding. : 

wi see all of this as what the presidlnt really envisioned when he created the White House 
Millennium Program. When we statted talking about it, we realized that the millennium was 
going to come whether we did anytHing or not as a nation. But what a wonderful opportunity for 
us to recommit ourselves to what wJ care about at our local community level and at our national 

I I ' le~el. 
I , 

And that is really the idea behind thb White House Millennium initiative. And we have adopted 
a t~eme -- "Honor the Past - Imagin~ the Future." I think the trails initiative is a clear example of 
that. We are honoring the past. An~ who walked on this trail, or the C & 0 Canal, or the 
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Appalachian Trail or any of the othe~ trails that already exist, you can literally imagine what it 
wa~ like in the past. But at the same :time, you can imagine the future. 

Whht kind ofcommunity do we want to live in? Whatkind ofcountry do we want to have? So 
we ~re looking for ways that we can ~ive gifts to the future. And you give a gift every time 
anybody does weed a flower bed or plant a daffodil, or clean up the trail, as Senator Mikulski 
said, or bring a child to enjoy nature.! That is a gift to the future. . 

BeLuse oftoday's announcement, ~ore Americans will be connected to our past. On the 
Underground Railroad trail for example, you can experience the journey of someone like Harriet 
Tuliman, who risked her life to bringjslaves to freedom. Or you could start at Wood River, 
Missouri and trace Lewis and Clark' ~ epic journey by boat and foot, horseback and bicycle. 

Likl the railroads brought us togethJ in the 19th century, these trails will bring us together in the 
20th and 21st centuries. And more Americans will have the chance to really think through what 
is irpportant to us about our country. IWhether we are traveling the East Coast Greenway from 
Maine to Florida going through citieS or suburbs, or stopping for an extended visit on the B & A 
Trail right here in Maryland. I . 

I ' 
: I 

The new millennium trails will also tonnect more of us to our future. You can imagine for 
exainple the jazz and more Americarl music trail which some are thinking about and planning. 
Tra~elers would visit the cities wher~ jazz was born. Or imagine, the Star Spangled Banner Trail 
wh~ch begins at the famous flag at th1e Smithsonian which inspired our anthem and traces through 
battle sites, reaches Fort McHenry arld ends at the North Point Battlefield. Or imagine the Erie 
Carlal Trail which goes 325 miles actoss New York. 

An~hing is possible in your imagin~tion. This trail was only possible because some people 
imagined it and other people workedlto make it a reality. It will take all ofus to translate the 
ide~s ofour imaginations into our rdtlities. Certainly because ofthe President's commitment, 

I I 

Federal agencies like Transportationiand Commerce, the Parks Service, the Postal Service and 
the National Endowment for the Art~ stand ready. 

It Jill also take the private sector pa~ners like Rails for Trails Conservancy and American 
Ex~ress which donated $40,000 to t~e East Coast Greenway for which I am grateful. And it will 
tak~ most of all volunteer support wflich has made the B & A Trail such a success. 

: I 

I a~ told that in 1990, a group of Gifl Scouts planted 10,000 daffodil bulbs on the B & A Trail in 
an hour and fifteen minutes. I cannolt imagine that. 10,000 bulbs in an hour and fifteen minutes. 
Were any of you there in 1990? Bec,ause I would like to shake your hand. But those bulbs, they 
grer' they multiplied, they really tOllched the hearts of everyone who walked by them, or rode a 
bike by them, or just stopped to enjoy them. And I think about that really as a way of asking all 
of~s what we could accomplish ifus, as all Americans, we just planed a few bulbs. Maybe not 
of daffodils, but of ideas, communit~ spirit, reaching across to embrace our neighbors, of 

I • I
workmg to really clear a path to our future. 

I. 



These millennium trails will be very tangible gifts to the future. We will be able to walk on them 
andlhike on them and bike on them. They will be accessible to people of all ages. But in a very 
important way they represent more tHan the tangible effect of the trail. They represent a 

. corrhnitment and an investment in wAat kind of country we want in the next century. 
I· : 

And I was so pleased that all ofyou dould come today and not only honor the past and what has 
alre~dy been accomplished, but imag!ining the future and taking a few minutes out ofyour busy 
daily schedules to be a part ofcreatidg the kind of communities' and the kind of nation we want 
to b~ part of in the years to come. Md when we think about it, we are not just doing it for 
our~elves,:but for all these young peclple who are here today. That is really the gift that I hope all 
ofJs can leave as Americans to our ~ext generation. And there isn't any better way to do it than 
by taring our beautiful national heri:tage, our history and imagining our future together. 

Thf you so much for being a part ifthat. 

. i 
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These millennium trails will be very tangible gifts to the future. We will be able to walk on them 
and hike on them and bike on them. They will be accessible to people of all ages. But in a very 
important way they represent more than the tangible effect of the trail. They represent a 

. commitment and an investment in what kind of country we want in the next century. 

And I was so pleased that all of you could come today and not only honor the past and what has 
already been accomplished, but imagining the future and taking a few minutes out of your busy 
daily schedules to be a part of creating the kind of communities' and the kind of nation we want 
to be part of in the years to come. And when we think about it, we are not just doing it for 
ourselves,:but for all these young people who are here today. That is really the gift that I hope all 
of us can leave as Americans to our next generation. And there isn't any better way to do it than 
by sharing our beau~iful national heritage, our history and imagining our future together. 

Thank you so much for being a part of that. 
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First Lady Hipary Rodham Cliitton . 

Remarks at the Baltimore-Annapolis Trail 

October 5,1998 

Thank you. Thank you very much. I am $0 delighted to be here today and I 
'am especially pleased to se,e all ;0£ you, and in particular to s~e all the children. . 
I loveq my drive here where I could see all the houses that are already decorated 
. for Halloween and it just reminded me of how much I love Halloween. We don't 
open the White House for trlck~or-treating and it made me feel a little sad. I am 
going to think. that through and see if there is something we can do about that. 

Mostly I wanted to come to thank all of you who have done so muc:hto make 
.'. the B &= A trail ~ model for our nation. And I also want to congratulate and thank 

the Back Porch Pickers who did such a good job before I was here. How about 
another round of applause for them. 

I would. like to thank my long time friend Secretary Slater and the entire 
Department of Transportation for the leadership and the resources they have 
committed to the Millennium Trails Progra·m. And I also want to thank 
Governor Glendening and Lieutenant Governor.Kathleen KelUlecly Townsend 
and Country Executive John Gary who are all helping to make Maryland a leader 
in the Bast Coast Greenway and· the entire trail movement. 

.•) 	 Iwas also pleased to be with Senator Sarbanes,Senator Mikulski and Congressman 
Cardin and I believe that Annapolis Mayor Dean Johnson is with us. As we . 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the National Trails System Act, rwant to thank 
Bob Stanton and the entire Park Service for helping us safeguard 250,000 miles of 
scenic, recreational and historic trails. And thanks also to David Burwell and all the 
volunteers who in two weeks wUl celebrate 10;,000 miles 'of rail trails. 

Many of you have learned to lo,!,e.this trail and have been onit so many tUnes. 
I have only been on it once, just a few minutes ago, but I already have a sense of 
what it must mean to all of you .. Now like all success stories, it is the product of 
many hands .., We have already heard from Elizabeth Wybel. And I appreciate her 
so much, not only telling us what she has done and what it has meant to her, but 
mentioning so many of you who have worked together on this trail. . 

I want to thank David DiOlUle, who many people say is the heart and soul of this 
project, Stan-Lebar and the friends of the B &:: A Trail, and the young people like·the 
Scouts who walked down with me and the other Scouts who are here today. All of 
you are the voluntee1'8 who have helped transform this old trolley line into a 

, community lifeline and who arry on our traditions. .' . 

You know when we take a stroll on the B 1St A Trail or the C at 0 Canal, we are 
walking in the footsteps of people who understood clearly how important it was for 
all of us who live in an urban environment, (siren sounds in distanc;:e) like we can 
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hear, to get out a~dpe able to enjoy nature and do i~ in a way that is accessible to 

• . every person. 

Ancl nCJw we have an opportunity to d·o make our footprints ones that others will 
follow. I love it when I hear David Dionne's words that "we put the community 
into the trail." And I lmow what.that means because just in the little bit that I saw, 
you cot4d see that the comntunity is part of the trail. You can see the flower beds 
that v6ll.,1.Q.teers and families have tended. You can hear the stories of the 
trailblazers and the Rangers and the Scouts -- the Eagle Scouts, the Girl Scouts, the 
Boy Scouts; the Cub Scouts, the Cadets - everyone who has done something to 
make this tr~il f3eJ import!ant and beautiful not only to this community which shares 
the trail, b\1t to the more than one and a half million people. that use it every year. 

It has al~o been ~ way to unite and bring together the commuruty and for that I am 
al~o very impressed and very grateful. Well, for all these reasons we can celebrate 
and thafs why all of you have come out this afternoon. We know we have to 
replicate this across our naijon. Our commitment thirty years ago helped build the 
Appalachian Trail and in the next two years it will literally connect the entire length 
from Georgia to Maine. And most of you may have walked on part of the 
Appalachian Trail. I imagine.its completion will-make even more of us think we 
will walk it. Well, we propably won't fulfill that, but at least we can now know that 
it goes <ill the length of o~r eas~ coast. . - . 

We need, to pqUd a trail system for. the next century, just ~s the visionaries 4id who 
beg~n ~he trail system 75 years ago and in 1968 passed national legislation. And that 
is what the Millfm-nium Trails Pr';lgram will help us do. We will identify 2,000 
millenniu~ trails by the year 2000. They may be greenways or byways which carve a 
path, through urban and rural areas, scenic trails which carry us along our landscape, 
trails that allow us to bike or hike, trace human history or even planetary history as 
Ijust heard.· And they will be di~ided in this way. 

There will be twelve National Millennium Trails which will be large visionary 
projects of n~tional significance. There will be 52 Millennium Legacy Trpils, all of 
which will be named by nominations of governors and will include the District of 
Columbia .and Puerto Rico. There will be 2,000 community trails which will be 
chosen froin lCJ~al nominapons and trails benefiting from federal funding. Our goal 
is to bring new partners together with existing federal, state eutd private resources in 
order to promote these trails and to enhance those that are just being developed and 
to create new 0FLes that we can orily now just imagine. . 

AU of them will receive a "Millennium Trails" designation. They willbe promoted 
, th~ough ~ website, a National Clearinghouse, and in tourist m,aterials. And thanks 

to Secre~ty Slater's co~tJllentand the Presidenfs commitm~nt, many will be 
eligible fQr milljons of doll-arsin additional funding.· .. .. 

We see all of ~h.is.~ whClt the President really envisioned when he created the 
White Hoqse Mjllerutium Program. When we started talking about it, we realized 
that the millennium was going to COll'le whether we did anything or not as ~ nation. 
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But what a wonderful opportunity for us to recommit ourselves to what we care 

• 

about at our local community level and a~ our nanonallevel. 


And that is really the idea behind the White House Millennium Initiative. We 
have adopted a theme - IIHonor the Past-Imagine the Future." I think the trails ' 
initiative is a clear example of that. We are honoring the past. Any who walked on 
this trail, or thee & 0 Canal, or the Appalachian Trail or any of the other trails that 
already exist, you can literally imagine what it was like in the past. But at the same 
tinie, you can imagine the future. 

What kind of community do we want to live in? What kind of country do we want 
to have? So we are looking for ways that we can give gifts to the future. And you 
give a gift every time'anybody w~eds a flower bed or plants a daffodil, ot cleans up 
'the trail, as Senator Mikulski said., or brings a child to enjoy nature. That is a gift to 

the future. ' . 


Because ,of today/s announceme*t, more Americans will be connected to our past. 
On the Underground Railroad trail for example, you can experience the journey of 
someonf! IU<e Harriet Tubma~ who risked her life to bring slaves to freedom. Or 
you could start at Wood River, Missouri and trace Lewis_and Oark's epic journey by 
boat and foot, horseback and bicycle. . 

. . 

. As the railroads brought us together in the 19th century, these trails will bring us. 
together in the 20th and 21st centuries. And more Americans will have the chance 
to really think through what is important to us about our country. Whether we are 
traveling the East Coast Greenway from Maine to Floridal going through cities -or 
suburbs, or stopping for an extended visit on the B &: A Trail right here in 

. Maryland. 

The new millennium trails will also connect more of us to'our future. You can 
imagine for example the "Jazz arid More" American Music Trail which some are 
thinking about and pla1U1.ing. Travelers would visit the cities where jazz was born. 
Or imagine, the Star Spangled Banner Trail which begins at the famous flag at the . 
Smithsotlian which inspired our national anthem and traces through battle sites/ . 
reaches Fort McHenry and ends ilt the North Point Battlefield. Or imagine the Erie 
Canal Trail which goes 325 miles across New York. . . 

Anything is possible in your imagination. This trail was only possible because some 
people imagined'it and other people worked to make it a reality. It will take all of us 
to translate the ideas of our imaginations into realities. Certainly because of the 
Presidenrs commitment, Federal agencies like Transportation and Commerce, the 
Parks Service, the Postal Service and the National Endowment for the Arts stand 
ready. . 

It will also take the private sector partners like Rails for Trails Conservancy and . 
American Express which donated ,$40,000 to the Bast Coast Greenway for which I am 
grateful. And it will take, most of all, volunteer support like that which has made 
the B &: A Trail such a success. ' 
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I am to14 t1:u1t in 1990, a group of Girl Scouts planted 10,000 daffocUl bulps on the 
lJ Ii:. A T+ail in an hout and fifteen minutes. I cannot imagine that: 10,000 bulbs in . 
an hour and fifteen minutes. Were any of you there in 19901 Because I would like 
to shake your hand. But those bttlbs, they grew, they multipliect they really touched 
the hearts of everyone who walk~d by them or rode a bike by them, or just stopped 
to enjoy them. And I think about that really as a way of asking all of us what we 
coul~ accomplish if all of us, as Americans, we just planted a few bulbs. Maybe 
not of daffodils, but of ideas, community spirit, reaching across to embrace Out 
neighbors, of working to really clear a path to our future. 

The~e mil1enniu~ t:rails will be very tangible gifts to the future. We will be able to 
wall< on them and hik~ on them and bike on them. They will be accessible to people 
of aU ages. But in a very important way.they represent more than the tangible effect 
of the trail. They represent a commitment and.an invesbnent in what kind of 
COllntry we want in the next century. 

. 	 . 

And I was so pleased that all of you would come today and not only honor the past 
cmd what has already been accol:X\plished, but imagine the future and take a few 
minlltes out of your busy dailysc:hedules to be a part of creatin.g the ldnd of 
c()npnunities qnd the kind of nation we want to be part of in the years to come, 
Anq. when we think about it, we are not jUst doing it for ourselves, but for all these 

.. 	 yClung pe6ple who ate here today. That is really the gift that I hope all of us can 
leave as Am~ricans to our next generation. And there isn't any better way to do it 
than by ~haring our beautiful national heritage, our history aJ1,d imagining our 
future tqgether. . 

Thank you f:19 much f9rbejng a part of t~t. 


