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It's a great pleasure to welcon1e all of you to the White House for 

this national Conference on School Safety. We're here because we 

believe every child in America deserves to grow up in homes and 

communities free from fear and violence -- and to attend a safe, orderly· 

school where he or she can learn and flourish. We've come together 

today to help make that vision a reality. 

I'm glad to see so many of you here who contribute -- every day-

to the safety and well being of our children: parents, teachers, law 

enforcement officials; religious leaders; elected officials; heads of youth 

organizations; counselors; and child advocates. Thank you for coming. I 

also welcome those participating inthis event via satellite. There are over 

650 downlinks to communities nationwide and we're also being 

cybercast on the Internet. I'm heartened that so many of you have joined' 

us -- because to be successful -- we must get our message out and 

mobilize communities far beyond these walls. 
(" 

This year, the words children, guns and death were tragically linked 
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forever in our national consciousness. 'Shootings in schools across the' 

country -- from Jonesb()ro, Arkansas to Springfield, Oregon -- refocussed 
, 

,our attention on the problem;ofyouth v.iolence -- and brought us together 

in national, mouTI1ing and grief. These terrible events also left us asking 

,over and over again: How cQuld these things happen? What does it 
, , 

mean? And what can we do about the countless acts ofviolence that take 

place every day in our schools and communities? 

We know we won't find all the answers or solutions - here 

today. But we can make significant headway by listening,to those on the 

front .lines talk about the many challenges we face; and by learning how 

"e 	 to work more effectively as partners to create safe schools,and 

neighborhoods. To.day, we ~ill hear how critically important it is to get' 

responsible adults back in the lives of out young people - and give OUf 

children positive alternatives to violence and crime. We will also be 
/ 

reminded -- once again -- how schools so often reflect the problems and: 

needs of the neighborhoods around them, and how we mNst develop 
, 	 ~, 

comprehensive school safety'plans that engage the broader community. 
, 	 , 

We have a busy day ah~ad, so I want to layout today's agenda, 

This morning, Conference panelists will build on existing knowledge 
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about the problems ofyoung people and violence. In your break-out 


sessions, you have already explored some of the root causes of youth 

violence, and looked at some of the early warning signs of violent 

behavior. 

In this first plenary panel, we will look at the depth of the challenge's 	 ,i 
Ibefore us -- from the recent incidents of extreme violence inour schools' 	 ,i 
'I 

to the more familiar problems of guns, drugs, and gangs. After lunch -

the President will lead a discussion about solutions. He will unveil new' 

in~tiatives that will he1p address the problem ofyouth violence -- and 

panelists will talk about successful strategies -- from community policing 

to mentoring -- that are making a real difference in young people's 

lives. 

At the third and final Conference panel, community leaders and 

legislators will highlight some of the nation's most effective programs' 

that are helping to lower juvenile crime and delinquency. And we will 

4 



look at how entire communities have developed comprehensive. 

intervention and prevention strategies that not only cut youth violence 

but lower drop out rates, teen pregnancies, and arrests for possession of 

drugs and weapons. 

The President and I have always believed there are no problems 

facing America today that haven't already been solved somewhere, by 

someone. I've seen firsthand the progress that can be made when 

enforcement of laws like "zero tolerance" for guns in schools are 

combined with prevention measures --like art classes and after school 

tutoring -- that keep our children in school, off drugs, and out of trouble. 

We know what works. Our greatest challenge is to spread the word about 

these model programs so every school, community, and child can benefit 

.In our discussions today, we recognize the progress this country is 

making in creating safer schools and communities including the 

passage of the Brady law and other crime measures that are keeping 

thousands of handguns out of the hands of felons, fugitives, and stalkers 
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-- and away from children. (I'm glad to see Sarah and Jim Brady here 

today). We've also funded 100,000 new police officers on the street, 

promoted community policing in our neighborhoods, and expanded after 

. school programs. The fact is, the vast majority of our schools are safe .. 

Yet everywhere we look too many children are still under 

assault, not just from violence but from neglect; from the breakup of 

families; from the temptations ofa1cohol, tobacco, sex, drug abuse and 

gangs. The disappearance of fathers from children's daily lives; the 

availability of guns; and the violence children see every day on their tv ' 

and video screens all lead to more violent and aggressive behavior, 

particularly among our teenagers. As the president has said so often, we 

don't have a single life to waste . 

.If we want to end the violence that is tearing apart our 

communities, schools and fan1ilies, we must do more than develop 

comprehensive strategies for safe schools and communities -- as 

important as that is. We must also teach'our children that guns won't earn 

you respect; that violence wdn't settle an argument. But most 

importantly, let's teach our young people that they can go 'as far as their 
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dreams and abilities will take them. And let's stand beside them -- and 

believe in them -- until they get there. 

Our children are our greatest,gift; our greatest responsibility, and 

our greatest test. They are the reason we are here today. So I'm pleased to 

now introduce a short video -- made by MTV -- that gives us a chance to 

hear from the real experts -- our young people -- about the impact 

violence is having on their lives. ' 
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