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. I .. . "', .,; , . i· .' . . . II also want to express my great appreciation to the Conference's co-sponsor, the Inter
Amkrican Development Bank. No~ we have heard from the President, who is our great 
frie~d. Who I believe said again tdday how committed the bank is to all these projects. I 
hav~ had the great-honor of worki n1g with the bank and I've ,seen how hard he has worked 
to p:romote micro-credit, working against domestic violence, doing everything that the 
bank could do to make clear to ev~ryonewho would listen that-it is not just a bank, itis an 
instrument of social justice, social i;nvestment arid transfOrmation of the Americas and I 
thank you for that Enrique. ....! '.' .. 

I .,:' 

· I t10 want to thank Mayra for herJvork. She has been a powerful and effective advocate' 

· at tie Bank for. women. . : 

And I want to thank Theresa for your efforts leading Qur U.S.:government team to make 
"Vital Voices" an effective instrum~nt of American foreign policy.' '. 

I . I' 

This is the third Vital Voices Confeirence: The purpose of these conferences is to give 
· woh,en from various parts of the 10rlq the opportunity to come together as you all have to 
sha~e experiences, to build stronger networks and partnersh'ips, to look for ways that we 
canl introduce new and effective sttategy in our common search for ways that will enable 
wolnen to take their rightful place$ in all of our societies. 

At ~h is particu'lar co~ferenc~ we blought together women leaders from all the democracies 
of the Western Hemisphere. Lead~rs in business, non-governmental organizations, trade 
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I' 
I • • , 

Thank you: Thank yow Thank youjvery much. Thank you. I feel like I am sure many of 
you :do, that we have had such a ric;h morning already hearing from our conference 
partiicipants, and others who have i~spired us, and motivated.us, and educated us. 
It is a great'honor and privilege for me to be here in Uruguay, and to join all of you - the 
vitali voices of the Americas.· The v6ices of the four conference participants that we have 
just heard represent the extraordina~ intelligence, enthusiasm and diversity of the people 
who' have come together for this thi;rd historic Vital Voices Conference. . 
I wa1nt to begin by thanking our hostess, Mrs. Sanguinetti - for your warm hospitality and 

I • . r 

for that fascinating archeological equcation. That I will immediately go and read about. ' 
i 

This is my firs(visit to your beautifJI country, and both you and the President have made 
me reel so m!Jch a~ home even in t~ese fe~ short days that I cannot wait to return. And I 
looK forward to a time when I can 90 that-In the very near future. . 

....... '".' 
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uniors,from small villages and frorry very large c,ities, mayorsandcabiriet <:>ffiCials; We 
have also brought together arid we ~ave heard eloquently expressed today from our pan~1 
man~ who suffered under brutal dictatorships, many who lost family members to terrorism, 
people who have been in the forefr~nt of the struggles to end rep~ession, protect human 
rightk, and restore democ;racy. Thislisa'critical:moment in history because so many of you 

.. 1 I' . " . 

have struggled so.long to bring us tq it. I want to begin by thanking you. You have set an 

exafp.le, you have'served as a mOdfl; and you have given heart to literafly mii'lions of 

peoples throughout the Americas because you have never given up on yourselves and your 

futu~e. ,And yet I know that with th~ coming of democracy, with the spread of the global 

e~onomy, we face' new challenges. I Howdo weensurethat'democracyand free market 

ecorlomies produce better lives for all people, especially the poor and the marginalized? 

HoJ do we create conditions in whkh women are equipped wit~ the tools of opportunity. 

to ?~come full participants in their ~ocieties?- How dowe bol,stercivil society> and its 

institutions?' . • .' . . 
 H· 

The ~ountries represented here maJ be at d ifferentstages of pol itical andeconom i c 
,development, but we are all searchi,ng for answers to basic questions such as those. And 

, we ~hare a common belief: we belibve that a nation's progress"depends on the progress of . 
wonren; that the strength of democ~acy depends on the inclusiori'ofwomen; that the ' 
vibrancy of an economy depends on the hard work of women; that th~ richness of civi I 
soci~ty depends on the full particip~tion of women; and that human rights are women's 
rights; and women's rights are hum~n rights from one-end of this hemisphere to the other. 
I. I.' . 

I ' . ,. 

I've h~ard reports how at this confe~ence - in workshops, Qvercoffee,in hallways - you've, 

bee~ gathering and talking with one another about how to achieve progress. You've been 

lear?ing from ~a:h othe~..An~ you Ihave bee~ focus~in'~on th~,~e broad areas: First hovvdo 

we expand political participation fo'r women In public life? S'econd how do we strengthen 

the ~ule of law? And ,third, how doiwe promote women's access to economic 


1 •• ' 

opportunities? . ' · 

I ' " 

If thiS were only a conference where we came together and we met one another, and we 

hea~d speeches and we sharedide~s, thatwould be a 'good thing, but it would not be . 

enough. It would disappoint all of 'us who are here because it would not fulfill,the promise 

th~tlsuch an extraordinary gatherin~ holds for us. What we have to think thr'oughis how. . 

we will,from this point, create tho~e strategies and support one. another within our nations 

andfacross our hemisphere to see t~at they are fulfilled. How will we answer the questions 

we have been asking ourselves? How will we reach progress in the three areas you have. 


1 ' . 'I' '.
been focussing on? L~t me take them one by one.. ..... . .
I. .' I. .' .-

Wejhave seen the fruitsof the effo~s that have gone into creatin~political opportunities for ,. 

women in public life. Throughout the Americas, because we have obtained peace and 


1 '. I . : 

sta9ility that so many of you have fpught for so long, w~ now-ha~e.democratic.. . 
governments that are open to debate, and free speech and aSSOCiation that were not there 

• 1_ . 

.~ . 

http:exafp.le


. ::.:.•... 

I 
I' 

I 
I 	 ' ,,', 

before. We hope we will never, ever see in our hemisphere again a yourtgwomen driven 
froml her own country because she ~tood up for the human .rights of her fellow citizens. 
We hope that we will never-hear th~ heart-wrenching emotion that we heard in the voice 
from1our mayor from Peru when sh~ talked about terrorism. We mU!it~ever, ever allow 
terrdrism to have a grip ir:l this heml~sphere again.' ':. 

So tL hard-fought-for peace and st~bifity, these democracies,these free-inarket 
ecorlomies, they're an enormousst~p forward. But they are cilsQ not enough if they do not 
give!people the 'belief that they hav¢ a stake in the future and do not provide opportunities 
for ~articipation. " I,', . ,
I' '" '!', ' , . 


, But ~hink about some of the wome~ who are here amongst us. Women who have pushed 

ope~ the d00rs of-political leadersh,ip .. Some of them are known, so many others are 

unk~own,but they lifted their vital roices when others were silent. They organized their 

work places, often at great risk to th,emselves, and they have been willing to run for office 

and ~ccept appointed office when s'till there are so many attitudes,that argue against a . 

worfan doing that in pub'liclife. Their voices should inspire us. Think of just afew 

examples. . . " . . . I' .,.' ...'" 

A Jnator from Brazil - the granddaughter of a slave - who worked within the Catholic 
chujch on behalf 6f workers - and~ho became her country's first black woman senator. 

A mother from a small town in Per4 who, when elected mayor, developed projects to 
prot~ct women's rights and,created)train,ing workshops for women so they could increase 
thei~ family incomes witho~t leavin:g their homes. ' 

A gJandmother inArgentina \Vho r~fu~~d to bend under the brutality of the generals and 
whd kept her eyes on the plight of her nation's grandchildren. 	 . 

I '. .j .' " . 
There are thousands of examples like that. Each of us could stand and tell them .. But they 
sho~ld serve the purpose of r.eminding and inspiring us, of the price that has been paid to 

. 	opeh those doors to democracy, arid how disappointed all those who sacrificed would be 
if n~w women did not assume theif rightful position arid walk through those doors tomake 
contributions to their families, to their communities, and their nations. . 

. '. .. ' ! . ' 	 . ." 
" ' I' , " , 	 , ,!Today, more than at any other tim~ in history, women have the opportunity and the 


resRonsibility not' only to raise our bwnvoices but to empower others to rai?etheirs as 

well. The women gathered here, we are among the blessed, Even though many have 

suff~red, the spirit was not broken.1 And youare here as testimony to resilience·and . 

det~rmination. .'1 ,', .', " . 


Bu~lthink ofthethous~nds a~d tho~sandsand tho~sands of women througho~t the 
, Am~ricas for whom no one speaks; Who believe they are ilot worth anything,', Who have 

I ' " .: ' 

I 
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been denied education and even soh,etimes fundamental health care. Wh~t will we do to 
raisel ourvital voices fo~ them? And among the many re~sons why wom'en m~s't participate 
in th~ political process and must ta~e the risks of putting themselyes forward on behalf of 
issues of concern to us all, is' becau~e all of. those women and their children need our 

• r r' .
vOices. 

Ttie~ is a very important report thai was completed recently by the Women's Leadership· 
Conference of the Americas which :details all of the progress and the obstacles that still 
facelwomenin the Americas. This' ~eport confirms what w~ all know: Hi~t while many 
gov~rnments, organizations" and in~ividuai citizens acknowledge the importance of . 
wo~en's particjpation:in both form11 and informal ways, women are still blocked from 
reali~ing their own positions, from going as far as their talents wouid takethem. ' 

Yest~rday I. was. privileged to meet tith the ~omen's PolitiCal Network here in . 
Montevideo. I want to thank all 'of the women who came together to educate me about 
!. I' '. 

whatthey:are doing here., They were.a remarkable group,of women leaders. A cabinet 
minister, a city' council member, ot~ers,wh9 hold elective office', o~he'rs who were very 
,prorhinent in their parties. One of ~hem said; "We grew to realize that what unites us is far 
mor~ important than what differenti~ates us.'" For the women from differeritparties who 
honfstlY hold'different philos,ophic~1 a'rid ideologicai pos~tions understand that they can 
cross party lines to work on,;behalf 6f iss~es in common. ,'And I hayeneard that Paraguay is 
doirlg th~ same. This is one very irportant idea that can com~'o'ut of this conference: that 
ther~ must be ways for women in pplitical life to support each other across party and 
idedlogicallines when. it comes to fundamental women's rights and children's needs. And 
this 'political network can serve as ~n example for us all.' Arid I would include my own 
country in that example. ' ' i " .' 

I .' ':", ..., . 
If o~e revlew~ the progr,ess that hast been mad~, you c~n see t~~tthe once clos~d doors 
have been pried open. More and more countnes require a minimum level of Women's

1 ." I • . 

participation in local and national ~Iections. Others have created agencies to promote ' 
worren and family policies. Some iProgram.s are now ~eeking to in~rease the pool of 
qualified worn,en to compete for lefdership positions, and others help women exercise 
,effe~tive leadership once they are elected or prompted. • ' 

! ' I ' ,', ' , 

j:The~e changes are having an impadt. By 1996 ~~II buttwocountries i~ Latin;merica had 
at IJast one woman cabinetmemb~r. In Colombia, over a third of the cabinetpositjons,are 
noJ held by women. And while ~omen are still vastlyunder-:-represemted in 'legislative ' 
assJmblies, th~re are signs of progr,ess. In the Bahamas, women fill as many as 33 percent 
of the senate seats. And in Argentira, as a result of their new law, women's representation 
in the lower house of congress is 2fJ percent, the eighth highest in the world. 

Ift~ose nations can :assure women !that level·of women's participation,then we all must do 
better to make sure that parties areifair to women and include them in electoral lists, that 

Ii' 

I ' 
I' 
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governments seek out qualified worhen and gi~e them opportun'ities to se'rve. Because we 

, will all benefit if more women assurhe positions of political responsibility. And I hope that 


one result of this conference will be: very specific waysw'e can all participate in bringing 


that abou~. " ' . i." " .' '.. , 

.The lecond challengeyo~ haye be~n di;cuSSing is strengthening the rule of law. Now.' 
therJ is, of course, general agreement in polite Company that women deserve equal rights 
undJr the'law. But there are still la~s in the 'Americas that do not give women equal 
right~. And our first order of busine~s should be to change those laws. ' 

; I. v" • -< 

Therb are countries in the Americaslthat prohibit women,irqm doing certain wo~k: from 
worRing at night; from lifting heavy [objects. Now I have always believed that the job' 
shoJld be suited to the person. And many women could not lift heavy objects, but some 
wo~en could. And if they could q~alify, they should be"permitted to compete for those 
jobs) and.jobs like them so they carl better support theirfamilies, and we should change 
lawsi that stop. themfrorh doi ng 50. I '. '.' . . ..' .'. 

The larger problem though is that on paper we have equal rights underthelaw, butthey 
are ~ot enforced. There is uneven 6r no enforcement. Or th~re is enforcement only for 
the ~ich and not f~>r the I?oor. Sq.w~ have to do a better job of making all ()f our laws fairly 
enforced and making access to our justice system one that is not in any way prohibited to 
peo@le on the basis of their backgrdund or their income. We have to do much more to 
abs61utely institutionalize the rule df law in the Americas. With independent judiciary, 
with: due-process·being respected sb that impunity will no longer exist."That the rights of ' 
all c'itizens will be strengthened. ~e know we will have achieved that goal when a poor, 
indigenous woman somewhere in t~e Americas is able to walk into a court and demand 
thatithe police stop harassing her, t~at people'in the street stop.treating her poorly, and that 
she Qe given the same rights as everr other person. ' " 

I 
And I would hope that byopening up'the legal system to more women judges and women. 
prosecutors, women will make sure that women's rights are respeCted and the rule of law 
,is e~shrined in all of our countdes. j '" ' , ' ' . 

I ,', : ....', 

That is beginning to. happen. Again some examples from vital voices that inspire us. 


. . '. (.l , ", ' 

The first woman to sit on Haiti's supreme court helped draft the decree abolishing gender 
inequality; , "I '" " " , 

Thelfemale director of the Inter-:'A~erican Institute for ~uman Rights launched a gender' 
equity program when she was a le~ding Costa Rican -jurist. 

I ' , :. ' , 

There are many more examples w~ can point to. But We need more women lawyers, more 
wo~en judges, more women pros~cutors. 'And>s a lawyer,'l hope that more women will' 

.1 
" 
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go into the law in the Americas and[use the tools of.the law to promote social justice 
throilighout our hem!sphere. :, ' ' 

'I alJ want to say a specific wmda~out something we have seen terrili~ progress in but' 
hav~ a long way to go and that is in!domestic violence. Many of you have been leaders, ' ' 
b9thl inside and outside ?f gov~rnmf~t~ to, make it de~r th~t .viole~ce bet.\yeen spouses, 
bet~e~nparents and chlldren,1n fa~lIles IS not a custom, It IS a crime and must be treated, 
as a crime. 

, Mor~ a'nd more governments throu~houtth~Americas are reforming their penal codes and 
passing anti-discrimination legislati0n. ' And we see the results. Twelve Latin American ' 

I , ' 

countries have adopted new laws classifying domestic violence finally asa crime, and 
enfo:rcement has been stepped up, ~rison sentences extended. There are now special ' 
police stations for women in many ~ountries, shelters and counseling centers and training 

coutes lorlawenlmcement officia!sand judges. , " ' 

Yesterday I was privileged to meet with professionals here in Montevideo who are working 
both with victims and perpetrators ¢f domestic violence. And this particular crime is so ' 
impbrtant for us to focus on becaus~ we know that if women have their spirits broken 
inside the family, by the violence t~at so many face day in and day out, how can they ever 
hav~ the confidence to be citizens ?f a democracy, to participate fully irl the life of their 
democracy? : 

I j . , 

TheSummit of the Americas which! met first in Miami and then in Santiago set a goal of full 
equality between men and women Iby the year 2002. Now I know thatis an ambitious ' 
goal. But I like that goal. And I like to remind people that that goal was agreed upon by , 
all t~e leaders of our hemisphere. And I believe we mustaccept nothing less than doing 
all trat we can to try to reach that goal. 

I 

ou~ third priority, at this conferenc~, is opening up economi~'opportunities for women. 
There are some fundamental issueslthat we have to address before we can even get to 
ecohomic opportunities. One is education and one is health care. 

I ' : , 

Women cannot earn good income for themselves and their families, and advance to the 


, 'I, , ' 

fullest of their god-given potential if they are not educated, or if they are held back by I I , , 

poor, or substandard, or unavailable health care. 

, So Le must continue to do everyth!ing w~ can to ensure access to eduCation, lor girls and' 
wotnen, and 'to make available qu~lity health care throughout the hemisphere. Because 
talk!ing about economic opportunities in the absence of emphasizing education and health 
cark is an empty promise. Because we, certainly know that the economy of the 21st 
century will be unforgiving for tho~e who are not educated and not healthy and not able to 

I , ' i ' 

make their own way. ' I ,,', 

I, 
', 
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No~ we alLknow that women cont~ibute enormously to the economicgrowth of their., 
countries. Both inside and outside the home. But that work, both in the home and in the 
info~mal economy is not courited in) a country's 'COP. ' I'believe it is time for economists 
and bankers to start figuring.out ways to count wome.n's economiccont~ibutions in their 
nations' GOP and overall. world eCQnomies. 

I re~e";'ber talking to an econo m i sti duri ng one of my visits toAfrica.. Hesai d "weII . 
women have no real ec,onomic rolelto play inthe African economies that are,emerging". . 
And II said, "well you know I have dnly spent a few days in Africa but every where I looked 
I saW women working: I saw womeh inthe fields, I saw women carryingwateri I saw 
wo~e!1 in the markets; I saw wome:n building their own houses. Now tell me what exactly 
is it that they are doing if not contri~uting to the economic well-being of theircouritry?"

I '. ' . 
We ~Iso have to face up to.ccmtinui:ng wage discriiTlination against women .. Women in 
Lati~ America receive salaries well ,below those of men. And women who work in the 
infofmal sector, as many do, have rio benefits and no security: Working women have' .' 

~ ". I . 

never held the rights and opportunifies and benefits that men have traditionally have held. 
50 We have to attack those inequities as well. ' 

We !need to celebrate the contributions that women have made. And I especially 
appr~C1ate the comments about how women have been the ones who have managed 
pov~rty and have day in and day oilit, and year after year kept families going with very little 
in tMe way of meager resources. 5d let us celebrate what is really very good budgeting and 
extr~mely good economic planning if we stop to think about it, and let's look for ways to 
brin'g more opportunities and great~r income into the lives of t,hese women who have 

I ". I ' 
al ready proven that they know ho~ to stretch a peso as far as possible. ". 

, 

We also need to look at w~ys of getting more capital and credit into womeri's hands. And 
. I . 

I want to thank everyone who has supported micro-credit because i,t is truly transforming 
livek and societies. Micro-enterpri~e loans are expanding the supportfrom international 
andl bilateral donors and non-gove~nmental organizations. U5AID andlDB programs are 
already reaching well over one million women in this hemisphere. 

I . . I . '. 
I wbuld once again issue a plea to tommercial banks, and other potential funders, to look 
at t~e success of micro-credit as a t601 for creating market activity at the grassroots level; 
giving more people within a societY a stake inthe free market.· And I would ask, as I did in 
Belfast, that commercial banks look for ways to partner with the lOB ornon-governmental 
Org~nizations to put some funds into micro-credit so that we could expand their reach. I'm 
al~ays amazed when I read in the !newspaper about some very bad loan-that a commercial 
ba~k has made and they write it o~f when we know that loans to poor women are repaid at' 
a rate of between 95 and 99 percent throughout the world. 

I ". . I . 

I have talked with such women from one end of our hemisphere to another, including in 


• : 1 '. ' 
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'my own country where we are using micro-credit to try and help develop' economic' 
oppirtunity for women, particularly! women who were formerly on welfare. ' 

Thinlk of these vital voices: , !, " , " 
' , , I', , ' ' ' , ," ' 

. . . . .I
A rural woman in EI Salvador who overcame low expectations - ,of herse,lf and others - to 
turn jher roadside tortilla stand into 1profitable business with the help of a$46 loan. And 
who, because of that increased eco~omic activity that she was able to generate, all of a ,. ," ," I ' , " 
sudden had the respect of everyone' in her,village. And she and her small village group of 
peo~le who were borrowing'and su:pporting each other understood 'that they had a real 
stak~ in their future; She was seleded president of her village bank group. And she said 
somkthing that all of us' would agre~ with,'and that is "courage is half of life." Well for her, 
havibg the courageto do whatshe ~id was half of life, but having the credit to put that, " 
~~u1age into action ~asthe ~therhrlf. And that is the kind of partnershi.p we need more " 

A wbman organizer at ;banana pl~ntation wh'O has stood up to death threatS to lead and 
I " 

inspire her co-workers. They have been locked. out of their jobs because th~ir company
I, . h" I ' ' won t recognize t elr union. I , ' ' 

, I' , ' ' . 'I: " 

Workers' rights ar~ an important p~rt of the global economy. , 
We Ihave such great opportunities ~head of us if we a're able to take the extraordinary 
benefits of the global economy and, ensure that theyare spread fairly to everyone. We' 
can~6t permit greater inequity inirkom~ to be part of the ne~ global economy. And 
workers' rights are part of that. Re~ular and equal pay, medical examinations, tra'ining 

1 . " " 

programs, benefits, all of that shourd be on the front burner for women and men who' , 

undfrstand how important it is that! workers be given the opportunity to share in the fruits 

oltieir labor. .: . . 

Now where does this leave us as ~e are looking at this conf~rence and all that you have 

disdussedand heard? Well I hope ;that we are building on the progress so many of you 

havk begun. And !'hope we are producing real partnerships that will strength~n 

dermllocracies and improve lives of fomen throughout the Americas. ," , 


, I ,,' 


Today I am pleased to make several announ'cements. First, the United States Government 

thrdugh USAID win commit $50 ~illion to support the common goals of this conference 

and the Summit of the Americas, tJ strengthen human rights, justice, and democracy 


I I" ,
particularly on behalf of women.! . , 

I 'i . 
USflD is also increasing its loans to micro-enterprises across the Americas to $120 million 
over the nextthree years, over tW6-thirdsofthose loans committed to goingto women. 

I " ! ' ' 

ThJ United States Small Business ldministration, whose Director, Aida Alvarez is with us 
i ' 
I 
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, today, and I am very pleased that Ms. Alvarez could b'e here for this announcement.. It has, 
donk a great deal in our country to promote micro-enterprise and has created an "on-line 
wori,en's business center" offering training and support and research for women to start ' 
and I~xpand ~heir bus.inesses.. Today the ~~all Business Administration is unve~li~gthe 
~pa~lsh version of this w~bslte so ~~at rnllllo~s .of wom~n, throughout the hemisphere and 
literally a~ound the world, can also [access this information. . . " . , . 

AftJ this meetingyou c~n go into the conference room, right outside here and into one of 
the hallways, and you can log right!on to this new SBA service. And be sure and tell us' 
hoi well it works,because it is oU1 very firsttime to try it out. . . ", . 

. Becf-use of this conference the Disqovery Channel, the Foreign Ministry of Argentina and 
the Global Foundation in Buenos A:ires have.come together to make sure thatthese voices, 
are ~eard weILbeyondthiscorifere~ce; They will do this through a series ofVital Voices 
Public Service.Announcementson issues raised here at the conference: Tomorrow each of 
youlwili have the chanceto help s~ape those messages:that will be' broadcast throughout 
th~ remisphere. So think ~Iease ~~out the most effec~iveway to reach women and men 
with the messages of the Vital VOices Conference. .,,' . . 

I " I ' . 
Andther important partnership that!is taking place is that IBM Uruguay will produce 
co~puter and Internet training sessions for women in media and a political training 
wo~kshop experience sponsored b~ USAI D, the Partners of the Americas, the League of 

. Women Voters, and USIA Women1s Campaign International. This is one way that you can 
realily test and improve your own sfills and learn from one each other about how you c;:an 
take messages from this conferenc1back home. ':. . 

ThJ United Sta~es Government,sta~ds ready to co~tinue to work with all of you. To m;lke 
sur~ that this critical effort started ~ere at this conference, and building on so much workI ,. . , '. , 
that has gone before, will continue: well into the future and will have the results that we all 
h'o~e for. . :. '." ."',, " 

1'"':1 : " I ' 

. . .' .I" .' , 

As I trav~1 arou'nd the world, I am yery grateful for theopportu'nity that I have to meet with 
wolnen and,to listen to them. Their dreams, their aspirations, theirhopes,their concerns. 
AndJ I am always amazed, impress~d and humbled by the extraordinary human spirit and 
ho~efulness that I find whether I ar in a very poor village inBangladesh orUganda, or in 
a vkry small business in Nicaraguaj or Santiago, I'm always with women who. inspire me. . 
AndJ these are the women from thrpughout this hemisphere who we must do:all that we ' 
carl to ensure that their voices are heard,heard, in city halls and board rooms, and trade 
unibn offices, and political 'parties,! in academia, in families. " . " . 

1 • 

, 
I 

'I 
If we carry forth from this conference the extraordinary example and words that we heard 
froln our four panelists, and we ta~e our energy and work together to make sure. that these 
voi1ces are heard, I think we have Jgreat opportunity ahead of us. ' 

. '. ,I " I . 
I 

h; , 
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I ran across a quote from an. early u1ruguayan wo~ah'leader" ,Dr. P~ulina,luisj who said' 
"Wei shall not reach :heradlant mo~nt to~ard whlc.h.o~r eyes' are fixed today. But <:>n the 
ground w.earebreakmg, our daugh,ers will march to vlct?ry.'~ 

I .! '.. ' 
As t7e mother of a daugh,:er, I hopei with all my h~art, that .we wi,ll br~a~ that ground, and ' 
the youngest among us will see results, that we w.11I make It possible m the'next century for 
wo~en and men to feel as they sh9uld. fully empowered, full of ho~e an'd confident, ' 

, because there are no longer any of fhose qivisions that separate us from one another, but 
inst~ad a commitment creating a future that brings ounhe best in all of us. ' ' 

I . " i ' , 

Thank you very much. I 
I 

i 

I 

I 

I.
I 

1 
I 


