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Thank you. ‘Thank you Thank you! very much. fhank you. | feel Ilke | am sure many of
you kio that we have had such a rich morning already hearing from our conference '
part|c1pants and others who have msplred us, and motivated-us, and educated us.

It is a great-honor and privilege for me to be here in Uruguay, and to join all of you — the
vrtaI‘vonces of the Americas.- The voices of the four conference participants that we have

~ just heard represent the extraordlna:ry intelligence, enthusiasm and diversity of the people

who‘

| have come together for this third historic Vital Voices Conference.
| want to begin by thanking our hostess Mrs. Sanguinetti — for your warm hospitality and

for that fascinating archeoIoglca| educatlon That | will immediately go and read about. .

Thisiis my first visit to your beautlful country, and both you and the President have made
mef el so much at home even in these few short days that | cannot wait to return. And |
look forward to a time when | can do that'in the very near future.

f
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| also want to express my great app\reciation to the Conference’s co-sponsor, the Inter-
Amerlcan Development Bank.- Now we have heard from the President, who is our great
fr|end Who | believe said again today how committed the bank is to all these projects. |

have had the great-honor of work|ng with the bank and I've seen how hard he has worked

to p'romote micro-credit, working agalnst domestic v1o|ence doing everything that the

bank could do to make clear to everyone who would listen that it is not just a bank, it is an
|nst rument of social justice, social |nvestment and transformation of the Americas and |

 thank you for that Enrique. = ! :

at the Bank for women.

| :
"1 too want to thank Mayra for her work She has been a powerfuI and effective advocate

n

And I want to thank Theresa for your efforts Ieadlng our U S. government team to make

”VltaI Voices” an effect|ve |nstrum(:ent of Amerlcan foreign policy.

This is the third Vital Voices Confe|rence' The purpose of these conferences is to give

" women from various parts of the world the opportunity to come together as you all have to

share experiences, to build stronger networks and partnershlps to look for ways that we
can introduce new and effective strategy in our common search for ways that W|II enable
women to take the|r r|ghtfuI pIaces in all of our SOCIetIeS

At this particular conference we brought together women leaders from all the democracies
of the Western Hemisphere. Leaders in buslness non-governmental organizations, trade
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unior\s ‘from small villages and from very large cities, mayors and cabinet officials. We
have also brought together and we have heard equuentIy expressed today from our panel
many who suffered under brutal d|ctatorsh|ps many who lost family members to terrorism,

people who have been in the forefront of the struggles to end repression, protect human

_rights, and restore democracy. Thlshs a critical:moment in history because so many of you

havel struggled so.long to bring us to it. | want to begin by thanking you. You have set an

example you have served as a model, and you have given heart to literally millions of
peopIIes throughout the Americas be]cause you have never given up on yourselves and your
future And yet | know that with the coming of democracy, with the spread of the global

economy, we face new challenges. | How do we ensure that-democracy-and free market
economies produce better lives for all people, especially the poor and the marginalized?

HOV\} do we create conditions in wh|ch women are equipped with the tools of opportunity,.

" to become full participants in their socretles? How dowe boIster civil society and its

institutions? :
The |countries-represented here may| be at different stages of political and economic -

_development, but we are all searchlng for-answers to basic questions such as those. And

we s:hare a common belief: we belleve that a nation’s progress, depends on the progress of -

‘women; that the strength of democracy depends on the inclusion’ of women; that the

vrbrancy of an economy depends on the hard work of women; that the rrchness of civil
society depends on the full participation of women;-and that human rlghts are women’s:
rlghts and women'’s rights are human rrghts from one: end of thls hemisphere to the other.

I've |heard reports how at this confe|rence in workshops, over coffee in hallways — you've -
been gathering and talking with one another about how to achieve progress. You've been -
Iearnlng from each other. And you| have been focussrng on three broad areas: First how do .
we: expand political participation for womien in public life? Second how do we strengthen
the rule of law? And thrrd how dolwe promote women 's access to economic
opportunities? - ) _ : e o c :

If this were only a conference where we came together and we met one another, and we
hear}d speeches and we shared’ |deas that'would be a‘good thing, but it would not be
enough. It would disappoint all of us who are here because it would not fulfill the promise
that|such an extraordinary gatherlng hoIds for us. What we have to think through ishow.
we will, from this point, create those strategies and support one another within our nations
and|across our hemisphere to see that they are fulfilled. How will we answer the questions
we have been asking ourselves? How will we reach progress in the three areas you have .

been focussing on? Let me take them one by one.

We have seen the frurts of the efforts that have gone into creatrng poIrtrcaI opportunrtres for’
women in public life. Throughout the Americas, because we have obtained peace and
stab‘llrty that so many of you have fpught for so long, we now have democratic

governments that are open to debate and free speech and association that were not there
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before. We hope we will never, ever see in our hemlsphere aga|n a yourig. women driven
from her own country because she stood up for the human rights of her fellow citizens.
We hope that we will neverhear the heart-wrenching emotion that we heard in the voice
from our mayor from Peru.when she talked about terrorism. We must never ever aIIow

* terrorism to have a grrp in this. hemllsphere aga|n ' .

: So this hard- fought for peace. and stablllty,' these democracies, these free-market
economies, they’re an enormous. step forward. But they are also not enough if they do not
give|people the belief that they have a stake in the future and do not provide opportunities

for participation. .

But thlnk about some of the women who are here amongst us. Women who have pushed
open the deors of political Ieadershlp Some of them are known, so many others are
unknown, but they lifted their vital voices when others were silent. They organized their:

~ work places, often at great risk to themselves, and they have been willing to run for office

and pccept appointed office when st|I| there are so many attitudes that argue against a

woman doing that in publi¢ life. Thelr volces shouId inspire us. Think of just a few

examples T . ’

A se‘nator from Brazil — the granddaughter of a slave - who worked within the Catholic
church on behalf of workers - and who became her country’s fi rst bIack woman senator.

A mpther from a small town in Peru who, when elected mayor developed projects to’
protect women’s rights and created trarnlng workshops for women so they could increase
their family incomes without Ieavnng the|r homes.

- A grandmother in Argentlna who refused to bend under the brutallty of the generals and
who kept her eyes on the plrght of her natlon s grandchlldren '
l
There are thousands of examples like that Each of us could stand and tell them. But they
should serve the purpose of rem|nd|ng and inspiring us, of the price that has been paid to
- open those doors to democracy, and how disappointed all those who sacrificed would be
if nc£>w women did not assume thelr rightful position and walk through those doors to make
contrlbutlons to their fam|||es to the|r commun|t|es and their nations.
v i L
' Tod‘ay, more than at any other t|me in h|story, women have the opportunity and the
responsibility not only to raise our own voices but to empower others to raise theirs as
weII The women gathered here, we are among the blessed. Even though many have
suffered the spirit was not broken And you are here as testimony to resilience-and -
determlnatlon S v 4
But th|nk of the thousands and thousands and thousands of women throughout the
; Amencas for whom no one speaks’ Who believe they are not worth anythlng ‘Who have




been denled educat|on and even sometrmes fundamental health care. What will we do to

raise our vital voices for them? And among the many reasons why women must participate

in thle political process and must take the risks of putting themselves forward: on behalf of -

rssues of concern to us all, is because all of those women and therr children need our
voices. ' ' ’
: There is a very |mportant report that was completed recently by the Women s Leadership’

Conference of the Americas which detalls all-of the progress and the obstacles that still

face women in the Americas. This report confirms what we all know: that while imany

governments organizations, and mdwrdual citizens acknowledge the importance of =~

women’s participation in both formal and informal ways, women are still blocked from

realizing their own positions, from éomg as far as their talents would take them '

Yesterday | was. pnvrleged to meet wnth the Women'’s Pohttcal Network here i in r a i
Montevideo. | want to thank all of the women who came together to educate me about .. N
.what they:are doing here.. They we're a remarkable group.of women leaders. A cabinet .. S
mmr}ster a city council member, others who hold elective office, othérs who were very '
.promlnent in their parties. One of them said: “We grew to realize that what unites us is far
_more important-than what differentiates us.” For the. women from different parties who

honestly hold different philosophical and ideologu:al positions understand that they can

cross party lines to work on-behalf of issues in common. 'And | have Heard that Paraguay is

'dordg the same. This is one very n'nportant idea that can come ‘out of this conference: that

theré must be ways for women in political life to support each other across party and

ideological lines when. it comes to fundamental women'’s rights and children’s needs. And

this political network can serve as an example for us all.’ And ! would include my own

country in that example E :

l _ v a

If ode reviews the progress that has|been made you can see that the once closed doors

have been pried open. More and more countries require a minimum level of women's

pamcrpatron in local and national electrons Others have created agencies to promote ’

women and family policies. Some | programs are now seeking to increase the’ pool of

quahfled women to compete for leadership positions, and others help women exercise

-effectrve leadership once they are élected or promoted .
These changes are having an rmpact By 1996 — aH but two countnes in Latm Amerrca had
at least one woman cabinet member. In Colombia, over a third of the cabmet positions_are -
nO\A{lf held by women. And while \A}/omen are still vastly. under-represented in legislative
assemblies, there are signs of progress In the Bahamas, women fill as many as 33 percent.
of the senate seats. And in Argentma, as a result of their new law; women'’s representation -
in the lower house of congress is 28 percent the eighth h:ghest in the world. '

If those nations can assure women rthat !evel of women's partrcrpatron then we all must do-
better to make sure that parttes arerfarr to women and mclude them in electoral |IStS that
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governments seek out quallfred women and grve them oppor‘tunrtles to serve. Because we
- will all benefit if more women assume positions of political responsibility. And | hope that

one result of this conference will be very specific ways we can all part|r:|pate in bnngrng
that about . 5

"The second challenge you have been discussing is strengthening the rule of law. Now -
there i is, of course, general agreement in polite company that women deserve equal rrghts
under the law. But there are still la\lvs in the Americas that do not give women equal -

' rrghts And our first order. of busrness should be to change those laws.

Ther|e are countries in the Americas|that prohrblt women: from doung certam work from
workrng at night; from lifting heavy ob;ects Now | have always believed that the job -
should be suited to the person. And many women could not lift heavy objects, biit some
women could. And if they could quallfy they should be permitted to compete for those
jObS‘ and jobs like them so they can better support their. famrlles and we should change

laws that stop.them from domg 50.

The larger problem though is that on paper we have equal rights under the law, but they
are not enforced. There is uneven or no enforcement. Or there is enforcement only for
the rkrch and not for the poor. So we have to do a better job of making all of our laws fairly
enforced and makmg access to our Justrce system one that is not in any way prohibited to
people on the basis of their background or their income. We have to do much more to
absolutely institutionalize the rule of law in the Americas. With independent judiciary,
with due-process-being respected so that impunity will no longer exist.” That the rights of -
all citizens will be strengthened. We know we will have achieved that goal when a poor,
mdigenous woman somewhere in the Americas is able to walk into a court and demand
that ithe police stop harassing her, that people in the street stop. treatmg her poorly, and that
she be given the same rrghts as every other person ‘

V 1o r
And | would hope that by opening up ‘the legal system to more women Judges and women.
prosecutors, women will make sure that women's rights are respected and the rule of Iaw
s enshrrned in aII of our countnes - : '

~ That is beglnrnng to happen Agarn some examples from vntal voices that inspire us.

The|first woman to sit on Haiti’s supreme court helped draft the decree abohshrng gender
mequallty o - l

, , . .
The female director of the lnter»Amerlcan Institute for Human Rights launched a gender
equity program when she was a leadrng Costa Rican jurist.

Thelre are many more examples we can point to. But we need more women lawyers, more

‘women judges, more women prosecutors And as a Iawyer | hope that more women will’

l
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_ go into the law in the Americas andyuse the tools of the law to promote socral justice -
throﬂrghout our hemrsphere :

| also want to say a specific word: about something we have seen terrrfrc progress in but
have a long way to go and that is rn’domestrc violence.  Many of you have been leaders, -
both! inside and outside of governments to make it clear that violence between spouses,
betwlzeen parents and children,in farmlres is not a custém, it is'a crime and must be treated -

as a crime. . . ,
N : . i

i

More and more governments throughout the Americas are reforming their penal codes and
passing anti-discrimination legzslatron “And we see the results. Twelve Latin American -
countries have adopted new laws classrfyrng domestic violence finally as a crime, and
enforcement has been stepped up, prison sentences extended. There are now special
polrce stations for women in many. ¢ countnes shelters and counseling centers and tram ng
courses for law enforcement offrcrals and judges

Yesterday | was pr:vnleged to meet wrth professronals here in Montevrdeo who are working
both| with victims and perpetrators of domestic violence. And this particular crime is so

_ |mportant for us to focus on because we know that if women have their spirits broken
msrde the farnily, by the violence that so many face day in and day out, how can they ever
have the confidence to be citizens of a democracy, to partrcrpate fully in the life of their
demlocracy? : ~

, i .
The|Summit of the Americas which met first in Miami and then in Santiago set a goal of full
equality between men and women ;by the year 2002. Now | know that is an ambitious
goal But | like that goal. And | Irke to remind people that that goal was agreed upon by
all the leaders of our hemisphere. And | believe we must accept nothlng less than dorng

all that we can to try to reach that goal

Our third priority, at this conference, is opemng up economic opportunities for women.
There are some fundamental issues'that we have to address before we can even get to
economic opportunities. One is education and one is health care.

Women cannot earn good income for themselves and their families, and advance to the
fullest of their god-given potential rf they are not educated, or if they are held back by ’ o
poor, or substandard, or unavallable health care. : 1 N

So we must continue to do everythlmg we can to ensure access to education, for girls and -
women, and to make available quallty health care throughout the hemisphere. Because
talk’rng about economic opportunmes in the absence of emphasizing education and health
care is an empty promise. Because we. certainly know that the economy of the 21st
_century will be unforgiving for thoée who are not educated and not healthy and not able to

make therr own way. : y
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Now, we all know that women contr||bute enormously to the economic growth of thelr
countries. Both inside and outside the home. But that work, both in the home and in the
mfor'mal economy is not counted lnla country’s GDP. “I'believe-it is time for economists
and bankers to start figuring.out ways to count women'’s economlc contributions in their
nations’ GDP and overall world economles

1
|

| remember talkmg to an economist dunng one of my visits to Afnca He said ”well
women have no real economic role{to play in the African economies that are emerging”. ok
Andll said, “well you know | have only spent a few days in Africa but every where | looked &
I sav}f women working: | saw women in the fields, | saw women carrying water; | saw -
women in the markets; | saw women burldrng their own houses. Now tell me what exactly -

is it ;that they are doing if not contnbutmg to. the economic well-being of thelr couritry?”

We also have to face up to. contmurng wage discrimination against women. Women in
Latin America receive salaries well. below those of men.  And women who work:in the
lnfolmal sector, as many do, have no benefits and no securrty Working women have
never held the rights-and opportumtles and benefits that men have tradltronally have held.

So we have to attack those mequttres as well. -

We need to celebrate the contnbutlons that women have made And | especially ' ‘
appreciate the comments about how women have been the ones who have managed -
poverty and have day in and day orljt and year after year kept families going with very little

in the way of meager resources. S let us celebrate what is really very good budgetmg and
extremely good economic planmng if we stop to think about it, and let’s look for ways to

brlng more opportunities and greater income into the lives of these women who have

already proven that they know how to stretch a peso as far as posmble

We|also need to look at ways of gettmg more capital and credrt into women's hands And

| want to thank everyone who has supported micro—credlt because it is truly transforming
lives and societies. Micro-enterprise loans are expanding the support from international
~and bilateral donors and non-—govennmental organizations. USAID and1DB programs are

. already reachmg well over one m|lllon ‘women in this hemlsphere

| would once again-issue a plea to commercial banks, and other potential funders, to look
at the success of micro-credit as a tool for creating market activity at the grassroots level, -
giving more people within a society a stake in the free market.- And | would ask, as | did in
Belfast, that commercial banks look for ways to partner with the IDB or non-governmental .
~organizations to put some funds into micro-credit so that we could expand their reach. I'm
alw'ays amazed when | read in the lnewspaper about some very bad loan that a commercial
_bank has made and they write it off when we know that loans to poor women. are repald at’
a rate of between 95 and 99 perceht throughout the world

| have talked with such women _from one end of our hemlsphere to another, including in




won't recognlze the|r union. o

’ Lk

8

my owh country where we are using micro-credit to try. and help develop' economic

oppdrtunity for women, particularly women who were formerly. on welfare. -

I
|
Think of these vital voices: l -

A rural woman in El Salvador who overcame low expectations — -of herself and others — to

turn |her roadside tortilla stand.into & profitable business with the help of a $46 loan. And

_whoj because of that increased economic activity that she was able to generate, all of a

sudden had the respect of everyone in her.village. And she and her small village group of
people who were borrowing-and supporting each other understood that they had a real

stak‘e in their future. She was selected president of her village bank group. And she said |

~ - something that all of us would agree with, and that is “courage is half of life.” Well for her, :

haVIhg the courage to do what.she d|d was half of life, but having the credit to put that -
courage into action was.the other half And that is the kind. of partnershrp we need more.
of. ’ ‘ i
A woman organizer ata banana pIantation who has stood up to death threats to lead and
inspire her co-workers. They have 'been Iocked out of their jObS because their company

. ] |
Workers' rights are an important part of the global economy.. ‘ C
We ’have such great opportunities alhead of us if we are able to take the extraordinary
benefits of the global economy and ensure that they are spread fairly to everyone. We'
cannot permit greater inequity in income to be part of the new global economy. And
workers’ rights are part of that. Regular and equal pay, medical examinations, training -
programs benefits, all of that should be on the front burner for women and men who -
understand how important it is that workers be given the opportunity to share in the fruits
of their labor. - o : . :

t
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Now where does this leave us as w|e are Iooklng at this conference and all that you have
d|sclussed and heard? Well | hope that we are building on the progress so many of you
have begun. And |'hope we are producrng real partnerships that will strengthen

| _
denrocracues and improve lives of \|Nomen throughout the Americas.

Today | am pleased to make severalll announcements. First the United States Government

through USAID will commit $50 million to support the common goals of this conference

and‘ the Summit of the Americas, tOi strengthen human rights justice, and democracy

particularly on behalf of women. :
: : I

USAID is aIso |ncrea5|ng its loans to micro- enterprises across the Americas to $1 20 m|II|on

ovdr the next three years, over twd-thlrds of those loans committed to going to women.

|
The United States Small Business /,\dministration,- whose Director, Aida Alvarez is with us

|
|
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. today, and | am very pleased that Ms Alvarez could be here for this announcement.. It has ;
done a great deal in our country to promote micro-enterprise and has created an “on-line
‘women’s business center” offering training and support and research for women to start
and }expand their businesses. Today the Small Business Administration. is unveiling the.
Spanish version of this website so that millions of women, throughout the hemisphere and
literally around the worId ‘can also 'access th|s |nformat|on

After this meetlng 'you can go into the conference room, right’ outside here and into one of
the haIIways and you can log rlghtlon to this new SBA service. And be sure and tell us

how well it works because rt is our very first time totry it out.

Because of this conference the D|scovery Channel the Foreign Ministry of Argentina and
‘the GIobaI Foundation in Buenos Aiires have come together to make sure that these voices.
are heard well.beyond this- conferehce ‘They will do this through a series of Vital Voices
Public Service.Announcements’ on |ssues raised here at the conference:: Tomorrow each of
you‘wrll have the chanceto help shape those messages:that will be broadcast. throughout
the hemrsphere So think pIease about the most effective way to reach women and men
with the messages of the Vital Vorcles Conference '

Another important partnershrp that iis taking place is that IBM Uruguay will produce

computer and Internet training sessions for'women in media and a political training

- workshop experience sponsored by USAID, the Partners of the Americas, the League of
“Women Voters, and USIA Women’s Campaign International. This is one way that you can
really test and improve your own skills and learn from one each other about how you can

take messages from th|s conference| back home :

l .

The United States Government stands ready to cont|nue to work wrth all of you. To make

sure that this critical effort started here at this conference, and bu||d|ng on so much work

that has gone before, will continue well |nto the future and W|II have the resuIts that we all

hode for. : ) : o

As I’ travel around the world, | am very grateful for the opportunrty that | have to meet wrth
women and to listen to them. Therr dreams, their aspirations, their hopes, their concerns.
And | am always amazed, impressed and humbled by the extraordlnary human spirit and
hop:efulness that | find whether | am in a very poor village in Bangladesh or Uganda, or in
a very small business in Nrcaraguav or Santiago, I'm always with women who inspire me.
And these are the women from throughout this hemisphere who we must do all that we -
‘can to ensure that their voices are heard heard in city halls and board rooms, and trade
union offices, and political partles in academra in famrlres :

If \A!/e carry forth from this conferen|ce the extraordlnary exampIe and words that we heard
from our four panelists, and we take our energy and work together to make sure that these

voices are heard | think we have a great opportunlty ahead of us.
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| ranacross a quote from an ear!y U]ruguayan woman’ Ieader Dr. Paulma Luisi who said

“We shall not reach the radiant mount toward which-our eyes are flxed today But on the

ground we are breaking, our daughters will march to victery.” e
‘ . T

As the mother of a daughter I hope with all my heart that we wxll break that ground and

the youngest among us will see results, that we will make it possible in the next century for

women and men to feel as they sho‘uld fully empowered full of hope and confident,

"because there are no longer any of those divisions that separate- us from one another, but

|nstead a commltment creating a future that brlngs out the best in aII of us.

Thank you very much. . ' t




