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A frepank

Thank you all. Thank you for this tremendous honor. 1 want

to thank Tarﬁ Priselac [Pfiz-ah-lack], Steve Broidy [Broy-dee] and

«everyon'e at Cedars Sinai for their léadership n the ﬁght'against

women’s cancers.

Every day, women walk into Cedars for state-of-the art care

‘and old fashioned caring from doctors like Beth Carlin and Larry

| Platt. They are finding cfance‘ré early, when they can treat them and

beat them. They are gctt?iﬁg the information and care they need to

become survivors, instead of statistics. They are leaving with

“health. They are leavingfwith life.

And none of it would be possible withbut the support of the
people here tonight. I especially want to thank Rita Wilson, Tom

‘Hanks, Kate Capshaw and Steven Spielberg for your extraordinary

compassion and commitment (and Steven, let me also congratulate

you on your many victories Sunday night!).

[ want to thank Bfad Martin of Saks, Inc. and Christina
Johnson of Saks 5™ Avenue for showing u-s;the meaning of good

corporate citizenship.



‘ " And I want to thank the event chairs for their tireless efforts —
Anne Douglas, Marion Laurie, Sandra Krause;, Margie Petersen,
Renette Ezalow [Rah-net Ez-rah-low], Kelly Chapman Meyer, and

Jamie Tisch. Let’s give them all a round of aﬁplause.

You know, as we were listening to the dmazi‘ng First AME

| choir, I got to thinking about all the powerfulg voices being raised

tonight. The voices of arﬁaZing entertainers like Robin Williams,

Natalie Cole and Elton John. The voices of doctors and scientists.

The voices of survivors, who are the real “women of courage.”

But, in this room, we can also hear the echoes of so many
women who are no longer with us. We can Hear the voice of our
friend Liz Tilberis, who we honor tonight. ['will never forget the

time she came to the White House to interview me. She was very

sick. She was very tired. But, she had not given up. Just as she

~ never gave up on her life, on her work, on her mission to eradicate

ovarian cancer — so that others would never have to endure what

she did.

Not a single one of us has been untouched by this disease.



i

I think of how my mother-in-law contronted breast cancer
‘with so much good humor and courage,._ She got'up every morning, -

put on her big false eyelashes and set about célebra_ting life.

“All of us cdme here with faces in our mind — a wife or
‘daughter, a mother or sister, a colleague orifr.ijénd. In the lasf few
_years aldne, I have held the hands or talked on the phone with three
dear women friends who have been diagnosea with canéer.- [ have
talked to them about their treatrﬁen’ts. [ have talked to them about
~ their fears and questions, And, I hav‘e seen iﬁ their own struggles —

both the progfess we’ve made and the work that still lies ahead.

Who would hafe thou ght in the last éé{/en years federal
‘funding for breast cancer research, treatment, and detection would
more than double — from $283.-million to $623 million?- Or that
Ovarian Cancer research Wo'uld triple at the National Cancer
Institute? Who would have thought'W'e Would see suéh |

| extraordinary breakthroughs?



Women who come to Cedars today are reaplng the beneﬁts
of a whole new generation of drugs, such as Herceptln and

| Tamoxlfln. They are benefltlng from what we’ve found about the
genetics behind ovarian cancer or the factors that could lead to

~ cervical cancer. They are getting Screeiﬁngs and treatments that

could save their lives. | | “

Now, there atre some who look at this pfogress, who look at
- the breakthroughs, and conclude that We'can just glide to Victory.

]' When exactly the opposite is tr'ue.. If we are 'going to find a cure,

* then we must continue to drametically inereaisef_unding for
research into women’s caneers. And, until we find a cure, we must
work to ensure that the tools we have are accessible to all women,
regardless of their race ot age, Where they livje, or the amount of

‘money they}have.

[ worked to put in th1s year’s budget a proposal to help
uninsured, low-income Women Who are dlagnosed through the
‘national breast and cerv1ca1 cancer early detectlon program get the -

treatment they need.. And I hope Congress will enact it.



I have mef SO many women, who are in desperat’e need of
these kinds of services, or even just accurate information. As I’ve
worked to educate older women that Medicarg’é will pay for their
mammogrdms, I’ye heérci amazing things from them, like “I don’t
- need to gét one df those; my husband died 10fyears ago.” But, I've
also seen what can happen when they get help. I remember the
letter one of them wrote. Her screening had revealed two

malignant tumors, but she caught thém before they had spread.

I have also talked to women who have been forced to switch
doctors in the middle of treatment because their employer is
‘switching health plans. Or worse yet, théy’vé been told to wait, as
~ time slips away, and oftéﬁ the malignancy gets worse. When we -
| walk into a doctor’s ofﬁ¢e, we need to feel cbnfident_that decisions
ébOut our lives are being made by our doctors '—, not some |
‘bureaucrat in an office thousands of miles av\vay. We need a

Patient’s Bill of Rights for every American m every health plan. |

And I have talked to people who don’t want to get a genetic
-test because they are too scared that ’the results will cost them their
health insufance‘ or even their jobs. We can make all the |
discoveries in the world, we can find the beét tre'atments; the 'best |

tests, but it won’t matter if women are too séared to use them.



My husband has alréady taken impbrtan]t steps to protect the
‘privacy of ourmedical reg‘:ords. He has barred the federal
‘governmient from using genetic infoﬁnation When making hiring‘

and promotion deéisions -. But, if we want all -Americans to reap
the benefits of these advances it 1s time to outlaw all genetlc
d1scr1m1nat10n and protect the prlvacy of a11 our medical records.

Yes, wé face a lot of challenges if we are going to be true to

Liz and to all the other wbmen who have coﬁ}rageously faced this
‘. dlsease I often think about what it was llke before people felt
comfortable even saying the word cancer. When [ was growing

up, the woman who llved across the street from me was diagnosed

with breast cancer. But no one talked about 1t

And, of éourse, many of us. can remember wheﬁ Betty‘ F ofd

- first brought the disease ‘out of the shadoWs and talked openly
about her mastectorhy. | She even joked aboujt 1it. She’d tell the

| story of the time she was playing touch football with a few
members of the Secret Service. In the middle of the gar_ne, her
prosthesis slipped and she was sor_hehow able to keep it in her
t-shirt with‘out anyone knowing. But, more than that, she 'said she
| learned that day that she was still able, not -o‘ﬁnly to play touch
football, but also to laugh and to live.



That is the lesson so many of you are teéchihg by word and

lexample. Today,thé silence s gone. “And in its place are the

- powerful voices that fill this room tonight. They sing of hope.» |

They sing of courage achj commitment. And they sing of the day

when young girls will haye to turn to the his‘téry books to learn

about the cancers that p‘la*fgued their mothers and grandmothers.'

[ want to thank all of you for méking thafpossib]e.



