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CNN, Town Hall Meeting with' 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
~ April 26, 2000 . .' 

I 
SPEAKERS: WOLF BLITZER, CNN ANCHOR 

. I 

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON,: 
, 	 I 

DEMOCRA TIC SENtTORIAL CANDIDATE 

BLITZER: She's the first lady of the United States. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) . , 

HILLARY RODHAM CLlt;nON (D), NEW YORK S~NATE CANDIDATE: We do 


~ot need anymore Republicans in the !United States Senate. We qave too many as it is. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) I 

BLITZER: He's the mayonjfNew York City. 

(BEGU"f VIDEO CLIP) I 

MA YOR RUDY GIULIANi! (R), NEW YORK: I think I've tumed the city in the 


'direction that you agree with, and I'm: going to be doing that same thing for the state of New 
York. . 

(END VIDEO CLIP) : 
BLITZER: Short of a presidential race, their battle for the United States Senate may be 

I 	 , 

the most watched political contest in p.S. history. , 
Tonight, the first nationally ;televised town meeting of the New York Senate race: 

Hillary Rodham Clinton faces the voters of New York. 
. ANNOUNCER: Live from the University of Buffalo, '[The New York Senate Race: A 

LATE EDITION Town Meeting." N6w, here's CNN's Wolf Blitzer. 
BLITZER: Good evening ~d welcome to ,this town meeting, sponsored by CNN and 

the University of Buffalo.; i . 
We're here in the Katharine!Comell Theater on the university campus. This is the first 

of two town meeting we're planning ~n New York. Republican candidate Rudy Giuliani has 
, agreed to participate in a similar meeFing down the road. 

Our audience tonight is made up of students, faculty arid staff members of the 

university, as well as other residents bf the greater Buffalo area. :All are registered New York 

state voters. : 


. 	 Ms. Clinton, welcome to my alma mater and my hometown of Buffalo, New York. 
CLINTON: I'm glad to be hiere with you. 
BLITZER: We're very excited that you're here. 
Mrs. Clinton, I'm going to 6pen the meeting up to questions from the floor in a second, 

but let me ask you a few questions directly. • ' 
A lot of New Yorkers are s~il1 not convinced that you are a New Yorker. Many of them 

sti1l see you as someone who is coming in from the outside--a carpetbagger, if you will-:' 
, 	 I 

someone who really is primarily see~ing to advance your own personal agenda, political 
ambitions. ' . 

What makes·you--how can;you convince New Yorkerd that you really ~re one of them? 
CLINTON: Well, you knmr, Wolf, for more than 30 years I've worked on Issues 

conceming children and families and trying to improve education and expand health care, and 
. 	 : : 



those are the concerns of my lifetime.:And as I've visited with now thousands of New Yorkers, 
those are the concerns that people tal~ to me about. And I'd like to take those concerns arid the 
work that I've done and the passion I {eel aboutthem to the Sena~e and work on behalf of the 

, children and families of New York. : . 
To me, it's a commitment to ~ontinue a life's work and to put it to work for people who 

. I think are concerned about the same matters that most of us WoITy about: the kind of futures 
we're going to have, especially for out. children. . 

BLITZER: And if you don't }vin this race, will you stay in New York state? 
CLINTON: Oh, absolutely. you know, I had planned on living in New York after the . 

White House years. Bill and I talked apout that, because for me it's always been something that' 
I've,wanted to do. ..,. I .. 

Now, I didn't think I'd be run'ning for the Senate when I first started thinking about it. 
But when I was invited to consider it <,md when I talked to so many New Yorkers and really 
thought that if New Yorkers wanted rrie to, I would work my heaD; out for them, and I intend to 
make this my home. .; :. 

BLITZER: Let's talk a little fuit about an issue that is in the news. right now, the Elian . 
Gonzalez case .. You've always been rut advocate of children, yet this child~-and a lot of Cuban­

. Americans firmly believe this in their heart and many other Americans believe it as well--this 
child if forced to go back to Cuba, thi~ 6-year-old, will forever beia pawn, if you will, of Fidel 

. Castro, a propaganda tool, sit on Fidel: Castro's lap. He will never. have a normal life in Cuba. 
ISJthis what you want for thi~ little boy? ' 
CLINTON: Well, you know,: Wolf, I have ever since I was in law school been a: 

children's advocate. I have represented children. I've worked on bblialf of child abuse and neglect 
cases, and tried to reform the foster cafe and adoption systems. Ahd I approach this primarily as, 
a mother and as a child advocate, and I try to'keep my thoughts 0* what is best for this little boy. 

And I know these are very. to:ugh issues for a lot of people to think about. I don't have 
any liking for Fidel Castro or for the Cuban government. I deplor~ their denial of human rights . 
and the mistreatment of so many peop~e who have fled in order to find freedom in our country . 

. But on the balance, I think t~is child belongs with his remaining parent. I think that that 
is what is in his best interests. And I h9pe that this reunited faniily can really work to make sure 
that he overcomes the trauma of losing his mother, the incredible !media Circus that he's been part 
of for the last five months, the political exploitation he's been subjected to by people on all sides 
of the political spectrum.: . . 

I think he deserves the chanc'~e to be with his father, and ~ hope that, you know, we can 
make the right decision for him as exp:editious ly as possible. . 

BLITZER: Would it be appr~priate for you, for the pres~dent to encourage Juan Miguel 
Gonzalez, his father, to remain in the United States with Elian? : 

• I 

CLINTON: Well, of course, i think thatthat's his decisi0n to make. I believe ifhe were 
to express such an interest, he's got laJ,yers and others who represent him who meet with him. 
Certainly, if that were to come to the ~ttention, I know that people would be more than happy to 
accommodate that. . : i 

But Ithink that we have to le~ it be his decision. And I hope that this taste of freedom 
and the opportunity to be with his son 'and to have this time perhaps would lead to that. But at the 
end of the day, this has to be the fathef.,s decision, just as we would want it to be your decision, 
you know, if heaven forbid,·somethin~, you know,were to happen and you had been in some 
way deprived of your child.' : . 



!, 
i 

And I just think we have to r~spect the family bonds and we have to do more than give 
lip service to family values. We have to value families even if those families may live under a 
regime that we don't value. We have tp keep that family bond first and foremost, because I think 
that's what's in the best interests of most children. ' 

BLITZER: I'm going to a qu~stion from the audience in~a moment, but on the tactics 
that were used, the heavily armed for~e that went in Saturday morning to seize Elian--we've an 
seen that very dramatic picture, Elian in the closet--he looks terrorized by what is going on. Can 
you condone that kind of tactic? ' 

CLINTON: Well, I think everyone would agree that it was unfortunate that that kind of 
activity had to take place, but I unders~and the concern and frustration of the Justice Deprutment 
and the attorney general when faced ,*ith continuing recalcitrancb and opposition to obeying the 
rule of law, to turning the boy over to the custody of his father, especially when there were COUlt 
orders and an agreement that they wortld not leave the country. So it was, I think, on everyone's 
mind regrettable, but I understand the !necessity for it.. . 

You know, at a certain point!the rule of law and the rights of a parent to his natural 
child, who is not in any way proven unfit, have to be respected. So of course, we wish that it 
hadn't have happened. We wish that tlie relatives in Miami had cooperated and turned the boy 

- I 
over voluntarily. i 

- BLITZER: All right. Let's take a qu~stion from the audience. Please mention your 
name and your home town. I. . , 

-QUESTION: My name is Jill (UNINTELLIGIBLE). I grew up in Buffalo, New York. 
I ' 

I'm concerned al?out the factlthat young people feel theYj need to leave Western New 
York in order to find goodjobs, and I ~as wondering if you might have some ideas abo,ut how to 
reverse that trend. i : . 

. 'CLINTON: I'm concerned aThout that too, and I have gi~en a lot ofthought to it and I've 
talked with so many people here in W~stern New York, and I ha~e some ideas about it, because I 
think that we have to look at the obsdcles to economic growth here in upstate New York, 
particularly in Western New York, ana we have to attack those obstacles. And then we also have 
to look at the opportunities. I 

And let me start with the obstacles, because there are reasons why we haven't been able 
to keep and attract businesses and gro}v the economy here the way that we should. We have a 
very high rate of state and local taxes.IYou know, the state and local tax burden on those of us 
who live in New York is the second-highest in the entire country.' We have among the highest 
utility and power costs in the entire c~untry. 

I've been in businesses here in Western New York, in manufacturing facilities as well 
as other businesses, that have told melthat they could move across the state line to Ohio or 
Pennsylvania and cut their utility cost~ by a third to a half. . 

I . 

And we also do not have adequate transportation, either road transpOltation, or airfares 
are too high, so we don't have adequate airport transportation. So those are some of the obstacles 

I 

that I would like to work on. : 
Now I can't directory as a seriator deal with the high state and local taxation, but as a 

citizen I'm concerned about it. But as ~ senator, I would fight to make sure that New York got its 
fair share of. f~deral dollars, whi~h woiuld us bring more ,~oney b?-ck to the state, which now 
sends $15 bIllIon more to Washmgton, than we get back, m order to lower those taxes. 

And I would also fight very hard to make sure when we deregulate electricity, which is 
working its way thought the Congressl, it's done in a way that doe:s not disadvantage Western 

, i 
I 



New York. And I would also work to ;make sure that we have better transportation, whether it's, 
you know, 219 1-86;some the routes $at are important for moving goods and services. 

But I think there are also opJDortunities... . , 
BLITZER: Mrs. Clinton, if1could interrupt for a second, because we don't have a 

whole lot oftime. But one issue that you would be able to deal wtth i(you were a Unite'd States 
s~nator, federal taxes. i 

CLINTON: Right. i 

, BLITZER: Your opponent, Rudy Giuliani, the Republicans by and large want to cut 
back, want to reduce federal taxes acrhss the board by a lot more. Now, during a time of 
affluence, when the economy is strong right now, why not give the American people, the people 
of New York state, people here in We'stem New York more of their rrioneythat they give to 
Washington? Why not reduce signifidantly the tax burden at this ipoint? . 

CLINTON: Well, I favor miadle class targeted tax cuts.: I favor easing the man·iage 
penalty. I think we should promote mkriage, not penalize it. I fayor making college tuition taX 
deductible so that more families can ~fford to send their children ~to a wonderful university like 
this. I favor long-term tax credit for c¥e that people give to their Joved ones who they take in 
and care for in their homes. :. , 

, So I think that we can afford, the kind of middle class targeted tax cuts that would make 
a difference. But I do not believe it is in our interests as a countrY to go back to the days of , 
exploding deficits with the kind of very large, across-the-board t'fX cuts that my opponent and the 
presidential candidate on the Republitan side advocate. 

I would rather see us continJe the policy of fiscal discipline and responsibility that 
brought us to this point, and to use th~ surpluses that we have built up to do several things: to 
deal w1th Social Security and to pay down the debt, to add a prescription drug benefit to 
Medicare, to provide the middle class!targeted taX cuts, which w~ can afford, to expand coverage 
for health care for people: And I woul~ take the entire Social Secllrity surplus, and to use it to 
pay down the national debt, and to reform and modernize and strengthen Social Security, to 
extend its lifetime. And I would take the non-Social Security surplus and use about 40 percent of 
it to similarly pay down the debt, and :the remainder to put that p~escription drug benefit on 
Medicare, do the targeted tax cuts, and do some of the other investments we need. 

I think that's a stronger polity for th~ future, and that's ~hat I would support. 
BLITZER: Hillary Clinton, sounding very much on the ;tax cut issue like Bill Clinton, 

but on some other issues you don't ne~essarily agree. But we will, have a chance to do a lot more. 
Our LATE EDITION town meeting tf;om the University of Buffalo will be right back. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) i 
BLITZER: Welcome back to our special LATE EDITION town meeting from the 

University of Buff",lo with the U.S. S6nate candidate Hillary Roqham Clinton. 
Let's take a question from th;e audience. Go ahead please. 
QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE) ion New York. Mrs. Clinton, Iif you're elected senator, can 

you promise the New York voters that you will not run for presidency in 2004? 
CLINTON: Yes. ,. 

I 
: 

(LAUGHTER) i 

Yes, and I have said that I w'ant to be the very best senatorI can be. You know, I have a ' 
lot ofplans that I'd like to work on willi people throughout the state. I do have an economic plan 
that I particularly want to work on that would, I hope, help bring ~he new technology economy 
here, because as a student here you krtow that this university is one of the most wired universities , 



. I. 
in the entire country. And yet the city bfBuffalo is one of the le~t Internet-connected cities of 
our big cities, so that a lot of the gradJates from the university haye to go elsewhere to get the 

. jobs that really they're equipped to t~e. " . 
So I'd like to work as hard ~ I can over the next six years as senator to really make sure 

that we get the new economy, and we :get the right mix ofjobs anp skills, that we provide federal 
financing to expand broadband access~ and we make it possible to ensure that we've got 
technology expertise available to busipesses so that we really do ~reate jobs her,e that you and 
yourc1assmates can take to stay right pere. And that's going to be a big effort that I'm going 
undertake, and th~t is going to be my primary focus: the economy when I'm a senator. 

BLITZER: And so you're m:1king a firm commitment that even if there's a Republican' 
president in the White House in 2004 ~hat there is no circumstance whatsoever, under any 
circumstance, would you not serve... , : 

(LAUGHTER) 
... would you not serve your six-year term as senator? ' 
CLINTON: I am going to serve my six-year term as sen;:ttor. lowe it to the people of 

New York. I'm working hard to earn the trust and the votes ofNew Yorkers. And I want to help 
make things in the state. That's really what motivates me. ' , 

You know, I've been involve,d in public service for morythan 30 years. I've never run 
for office before. But what I'd like to 40 is to bring people together to solve problems. 

And I know that the upstate ~conomy and the economy ~n Western New York, that we 
can make the changes together, the public and private sector, everybody working to do what 

I •needs to be done. I've seen that. Whe~ I was here on February 7th, I met three young graduates 
of this university who started a dot,cotn company. And they went from their three selves to 
employing about 65 people. i 

They had $60,000-a-year joBs they couldn't fill because we don't have the emphasis on 
. I 

matching the skills with the jobs, and keeping people who graduate from this university and 
I

others here. I want to be somebody who helps make that happen .. 
I 

BLITZER: All right. Let's take another question from the audience. 
QUESTION: Good evening,IMrs. Clinton. I'm Judge Frank Caruso (ph) from the town 

of Tonawanda, and my question is, with the number of school shootings thathave happening
,I ' 

across the country, and most recently the shooting at the National Zoo, how would you addrelis 
the issue of teen violence in our countty? 

I , 

CLINTON: Well, judge, I think there are several things we have to do, and I hear from, 
parents and students all over the state ~bout their fears and concerns about gun violence. And 
you kn~w, it's really well-placed, beduse we lose about 13 children a day to gun violence, 
accidental or deliberate. : " ' 

I think we have to do more t6 keep guns out of the han<Th of children and criminals and 
people who are unable to exercise responsibility. That's why I support the sensible gun safety 
measures that have been before the C9ngress now, but the Repub,lican leadership will not take 
them up. i ' 

I think we can have sensible igun safety measures without infringing on the rights of, 
you know, responsible citizens, and I think we have to do more to do the background checks, and 
to license and register those handgunsl so that we try to get hold o'fthem: . 

I also think we should have 'f national buyback program; to try to sweepup as many 
guns as we possibly can.: : 



But I don't think that guns are the only reason that we've got more violence in our 

country than most other civilized societies do anywhere in the world. . 


. I . 
Certamly, the access to guns turns, you know, what used to be arguments on the 

playground sometimes into deadly gun fights, and that is a real problem for us. But I also think 
we have to look hard at whether we :ire providing the kinds of support and services that children 
who are depressed or who have othe~ kinds of emotional or behdvioral problems need. We're not 
taking seriously enough some of the tries for help and attention that kids give. If you look at 
some of the school shooters, they said things that should have btfen a big light flashing for all of 

. us. They said that they wanted to kiUlsomebody, they wanted to kill themselves. We as parents, 
as teachers, as judges, as police officers, we have to be very alert and we have to have more 
services to try to intervene and preveht a child's problems from qecoming violent. 

I also think that we have to ~o more to provide family support and good values. You 
know, a family is a child's first school, a child's first teachers are l the parents, and we have to help 
our children learn how to control therhselves and to empathize with one another. That should 
start in the home, but I think there ar~ some programs that I've s~en in schools around the state 
that would work also, having conflict resolution and mediation tp try to help youngsters deal 
with their problems besides resorting: to violence.. . 

And finally, I just think that parents have to exercise a lot of parental authority over the 
kinds of media that their children wa~ch at young ages. I just doti't think that it's good for our 
children to see so much violence as ~ steady diet, and every tim~ I say this it's inevitable that, 
you know, somebody about the age ~fmy daughter says, well, you know, I play those games, I 
watch those movies, I don't do anythi,ng. I say, yes, but, you know, there are many children who 
are vulnerable to that. We don't knm'f all the reasons why some ~e vulnerable. It might be 
genetic or temperamental or family break..,up, whatever it might pe. 

So we have to try to play thb odds 'and more parents and adults have to try to provide. 
alternatives to children besides the stbady diet of violence. So there are many things we should 
work on, all of which I would try to Jvork on in the Senate. 

) 

BLITZER: All right, Mrs. Clinton, let's take another question. On that gun issue, 
though, let me just point out one thing, when it comes to gun co~trol you and Rudy Giuliani 
'don't really disagree, he supports sigriificant gun control, too. 

CLlNTON: Yes. : I 

BLITZER: There isn't a wh9le lot of space like that. 
CLlNTON: There--that is dght. 
BLITZER: OK, let's take arlother question. 

. I 

QUESTION: Hi, my name is Rob Grilo (ph). I was wondering why would you make 
more gun laws if the ones we have n9w aren't being enforced? : 

CLlNTON: Well, you knmy, we have increased enforcement i?y, I think, about 30 
percent, but we have to do more and re have to do better. And I!agree that we have to do 
everything within our power to enforce those gun laws and to sefid a very clear signal to anyon'e 
that committing a crime with a gun iJ going to carry a heavier penalty. 

. I would support putting moi'e resources into our federal system so that we can hire more 
• I ' 

assistant U.S. attorneys in order to be able to prosecute at the federal level as many gun cases as 
we can, and I really applaud the effotls to work that are starting but here in Buffalo so that we've 
got even better cooperation between ~e federal authorities and tpe state and local and state 
authorities. So I agree, we've increased it, but it needs to be even more than it is. 

j I. 

BLITZER: All right, let's ta)<e another question, please; go ahead. 



QUESTION: My name is Aiaron Libere (ph) from New: York City. How do you feel 
about the police situation in New Y o~'k City and what do you think needs to be done to change' 
that? ! 

CLINTON: Well, I have sP~ken ~utabout this, and I atp very troubled and concerned 
about recent events becauseI--you mow, I am a very strong supporter oflaw enforcement. For 
the last, I guess, 17 or so years I havd basically lived with a lot df professional law enforcement 
officers who have been assigned to n}y husband and myself I 

. I've had a lot of experience fith local and state police officers here in New York who 
have been exceptionally helpful to me, and I think it's a very tough job that we have to respect 
those who carry it out. What I regret is that in New York City we've seen a false choice being 

I 

posed to people. I don't think we should have to choose between effective policing and mutual 
respect between our police and our c~mmunities. ' , 

Therefore, I belieye we have to do more to support our ,police and to make it clear that 
they have ajob to do that we want th~m to do, but we also have to provide more and better 
training. We have to provide more sJpervision and monitoring for those young police officers, 
because we've added lots of police officers. You know, about 6,000 of the police officers in New 
York City are paid for with the feder~l funds that came from the Ianti-crime legislation passed in 

, 1994 to put 100,000 more police on the street. : ' " . 
Well, we need now, I think,! to provide more training and support so that those police 

officers who we ask to do this job ar6 really fully prepared to'dolit. But we also have to ask the 
police to show respect toward the valh majority ofpeople who are lawabiding citizens andI 
don',! think that some of the tactics th1at have been used recently tn the city are really going to 
create the kind of community SUPP()rl for the police that most police officers I know want. ' 

, , So I reject this false choice that has been posed. I do nq,t think we have to choose 
between continuing to lower crime, thich is in everyone's inter~st, and creating good relations , 
between our police and the communities. And we've seen how i~can happen in other cities and 
I'd like to work to make sure it happdns in every city in New Yoik 

BLITZER: Mrs. Clinton, I'¢ the time cop here. Unfort~lllately, I have the duty of telling 
everyone that we have to take anoth~r commercial break. : 

We have a lot more to talk about with Mrs. Clinton. 
Stay with us. ,I 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) , , , 
BLITZER: Welcome back to our LATE EDITION town meeting from the State 

University of New York at Buffalo ~ith the U.S. Senate candidate, the Democratic candidate 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. I take it the~e are no other Democrat candidates running for this Senate 
seat. " '" I . 

Mrs. Clinton, there is--po1lS show this is a very, very close race, Zogby Poll this month 
showed Giuliani 45 percent, Clintont-that would be you--44 per,cent. But look at this, in a new 
poll that just came outjusi today, it s,hows that Mayor Giuliani 4as 52 percent of the upstate vote, 
while you only have 38 percent of the upstate vote. We are here in upstate. 

Why are you having such al hard time WInning support among upstaters? 

CLINTON: Well, you kno~,Wolf, upstate New York is historically a very Republican 


. I
area--not Buffalo and ~rie County, b,ut mostof upstate New York--and I feel pretty good about 
the progress we're making. You kno1v, I'm spending a lot of time. I've, as of today, been in 56 of 

I 

I 



the 62 counties. By tomorrow, I will have been in 58 and I intend to visit all 62 in the next 
I 

couple of weeks. : 
And what I'm finding is that the people I'm talking to--you know, this morning I started 

out on a dairy farm talking to a lot ofldairy fatT?~rs and other f~ers in Wyomi~g C~unty and in 
western New York, and you know, t~ey're tradItIOnally RepublIcan, but they're hstemng to my 
views on the issues, they're asking a lot ofgood questions. And I'injust going to work as hard as 
I can to persuade voters in upstate, D~mocrat, Republican, independent, everyone that I will 

. work very hard to help the people het:e and I want to represent the entire state and everybody in 
it. 

BLITZER: All right, here's one of those upstate voters, go ahead. 
. QUESTION: Mrs. Clinton, my name is Pat Radle (ph) and I'm a first year student at 

u.B. ,Law School. Senator Moynihan! has twice voted in favor of banning partial-birth abortions. 
In fact, he's ca1led the procedure practically infanticide. Do you agree with Senator Moynihan? 

CLINTON: You know, I ha~e ~lways been a very strong pro-choice advocate. I believe 
that a womari's right to choose is proiected by our Constitution. I have also said that there is a 
way, and the president and the Demopratic leadership in Congress have proposed a piece of 
'legislation that would ban late-term abortions, except in instances to save the life of the mother 
or to prevent serious harm to the hea1~h of the mother. That is a position I could support, but the 
Republican leadership will not let thdt piece of legislation come to the floor for a vote. They 
would rather, in my view, play politi~swith this incredibly sensitive and difficult issue, wh,ich I 
really regret.' 1 . . 

. . So I would like to see us dol everything we can to protect the life and the health .of the 
mother, and of course I'm a very strong supporter and have been for many years of adoptIOn, and 
foster care and the changes that we n6ed to make to make sure every child has a safe and loving , 
home, and I would continue to work on that as well . 

. I 

BLITZER: Mrs. Clinton, liRe gun control, on this issue of abortion, there is no 
difference between you and Mayor Giuliani, on other issues, affirmative action, gay rights, you 
agree as well. What is the biggest policy difference there is betw.een you and Rudy Giuliani? 
. CLINTON: Well, there are a, number of them, Wolf. 

BLITZER: Just give us the biggest one. '. . 
CLINTON: The biggest is probably his support of the very large, across-the-board, in . 

my view, risky and irresponsible tax buts. He also supports vouchers for public education, which 
I reject. He would be against the Co~prehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, which I would vote to 
ratify. He is not for a patient's bill of fights that includes the right of people to sue their HMOs, 
and I think that that's the kind ofvers~ion we should look to pass. On many issues that a senator 

I 

. will vote one, he has taken a position: that is not only opposite of mine, but I think opposite of 
views of most New Yorkers. ; 

BLITZER: All right, let's take another question from one of those New Yorkers. 
. 1 

QUESTION: Hi, Janell Samnella, Rochester, New York. 
. I just want to know how yott're going to defray the cost of college tuition. I want to 

knowhow come every time I get my ifax-a-form (ph) back, it keeps saying no, you're not eligibl~ 
for TAP (ph); you're not eligible for PAL (ph), but you can take out a loan. I think the 
government doesn't understand thil.t j4st because, you know, parents are in the middle-class to 
upper-class income-level bracket doesn't mean that they're paying their students college tuition. 

1
So how can you help us? How can y<jlu help us students? 



CLINTON: Well, I had proposed, along with Senator Schumer and now the president 
has agreed and put in the budget, tha~ we make $10,000 a year of college tuition tax deductible, 
which would be an enormous help to'middle income families like yours. I believe this we made 
college tuition tax deductible and combine that with the aide that is available for people who are 
eligible for it, we would go a very 10Ag way in making college affordable for every student. 

I'd also like to create a natidnal teacher corps, because we're going to have. a big teacher 
shortage, and I would like to encoudge some of the students here and on this campus to consider 
going into teaching, but a lot of stud~nts say they can't afford too, because they come out of. , 
school with too much debt. So I wouJd like to say that if you agree, you could get a full 
scholarship anywhere in the country ,I if in return, you would teach for four years. I would like to 
defray and to eliminate the debt that a lot of the students come out of school with, and I'd like to 
do the same for nursing and medical !schools as well. . 

So I think the combination bfmaking tuition tax deductible and really focusing on areas 
of shortage, like teachers, doctors ana nurses, would probably cover the needs of most of our 
students, which I think would be a ~at step forward .. 

BLITZER: All right. Let's t~e another question, please. 
Please, go ahead. " 
QUESTION: Hi, Ms. Clintbn, my name is Betsy Snyder, and I'm from the West 

'Winfield (ph) area near Utica, New York, and I'm a third-year law student here at VB. 
From my area in Central N~w York, the backbone ofout economy is faIming. And 

presently, many farmers are having dproblem in passing down their farms to their children to 
carry, due to detrimental tax conseqJences. What do you suggest that you could do to help

I 

family farmers pass onto children, as, well as small family business owners facing similar 
problems? I 

CLINTON: Well, that's the! announcement that I made this morning when I was on the 
dairy farm in Wyoming County, bec~use I have heard about this from farmers and small business 
people all over the state. I believe th~t we should raise the exemption for the inheritance tax to. 
$1.75 million, and I also believe that! we ought to increaSe the unified credit to a million dollars, 
because there are many family farms that cannot afford the estate taxes that are currently levied. 
I'don't think we can afford in our bal~ced budget to go as far as the Republicans do, but I think 
that based on all my conversations, that we have do more .to remove this burden so that families 
that have worked hard to build up a rarm--like the farm I was on today fourth generation, and the 
fifth generation is waiting in line to ~ake over--they'll be able to do that, so I hope that that will 
help. 

I 
Because you're right, a lot 0f people don't knowthat agriculture is still the number one 

industry in New York. So when we t;alk about economic development upstate, we have to talk 
not only about the new economy and technology, but doing more to help our farmers, and that 
would inClude, for example, includirlg New York in the dairy compact so that our dairy farmers 
would get a much fairer price for the1ir milk and doing some changes in some of the federal 

. financing and subsidy programs, so that all of our farmers would have a leveler playing field so 
that they could compete and really cb~tinue the rural tradition that means so mu'ch to upstate 
New York. I 

I . . 

BLITZER: All right, Mrs. Clinton, we have to take another break. 
More of our conversation, ~)Ur town meeting, with the U.S. Senate candidate from New 

York, the Democratic candidate, Hillary Rodham Clinton, when we come back. 
(COMMERCIAL BREAK~ . 

! 
I 



I 
BLITZER: Welcome back to the University of Buffalo, where we're continuing our 

special LATE EDITION town'meeti~g with Hillary Rodham ClInton. . 
I 

Let's take another question trom a New Yorker. , 
QUESTION: Hi, my name is Dan Kamerada (ph) from Rochester. . 
President Clinton and you~elfpushed for a nationalized health ca,re. When brought to 

the American people, this was soundly rejected. Ifyou were elected, would you trY to get the 
same nationalized health care. How irould you guarantee that people without health care could 
get coverage? 

i 
CLINTON: Well, you're right. You may remember I had a few things to say about 

health ,care a few years ago, and I leatned a lot from that experience, and I'm now from the 
school ;of smaller steps. I 

I still believe that we have to work toward the time when we can provide quality, 
affordable health care for every American, because since those years, we've had, as you've 
pointed out, even more uninsured Arhericans, arid an increasing number ofwhat· you might call 
underinsured Americans, and so ther¢ are a lot of steps that I think we coulq take. I've mentioned 
a few of them just briefly.! . 

. We do need to add a prescription drug benefit to Medicare and to ensure that Medicare 
I ' 

is.always there for my mother, and your parents and you eventually. We also nee,d to pass areal 
patient bill of rights that puts doctorsl and nurses and health professionals back in the position of 
making the decisions about health dre, and not bookkeepers and accountants and people in 
insurance companies. I think we hav6 to continue as I did. As soon as we were not successful on 
that, and I took stock, I began workirtg on some other ways that we could expand health 

I . 

. coverage, and I'm very pleased had that we have a children's health insurance program, which I'd 
like to build on and expand, because Ird like to see every child get the health care that child . 
needs. I now would like to see us expand that to the parents, the working parents of children that 
we're insuring. ; 

And you know, when you tpink about it, ifs very sad that we have so many uninsured 
and underinsured people, and I've be~n in and out of hospitals all over the state. And I was up in 
Massena, which is--I don't if anybody here is from Massena, but it's up in the north countIy--and 
I went into a hospital room and met *woman who has no insurance, and she has asthma and a 
heart condition, and so every three months she goes into the hospital where they take velY good 
care of her, but then they don't have k y w~y to pay those bills because she makes too much " 
money in order to qualify for Medidid but she can't afford insurance. 

In that same hospital I met kyoung woman who switched jobs and was not yet eligible 
for the health insurance ofher new etnpl6yer when she found a lump in her breast and a family 
friend, an internist did the out--did tHe biopsy and found out that it was cancerous and sent her to 
his friends, an oncologist and a surg60n, and the surgeon said to her, "You know, this may be a' 
blessing in disguise because now I'lljbe able to take care of you the way that I want to without 
arguing with your insurance compan:y." 

I . , 

So we really have some w~rk to do to make sure that it's doctors and nurses and to 
make sure people have access. We also have to lower the cost ofprescription drugs. They are 
just way too high and they're going Jp too fast, and I've said that I would introduce legislation 
that would permit us to reimport A~erican manufactured and approved drugs from Canada so 
that we could buy them at the low rate that Canadians buy them, so we can have a more 
competitive marketplace for drugs. 

/ 



I 
I 

BLITZER: Mrs. Clinton, bJt you know that millions of Americans will forever define 
I 

you by that failed health care plan of; 1993, not so much because it was--you wanted to go in one 
full step, but because it was big government, an effort by the government to take over our health 
care, and they will always see you asJ someone who simply wants big government to do all these 
things whereas the private sector and individuals should be doing more, that are local and state, 
governments. . I . ' . . 

How can you reassure voters in New York that you're not simply for more federal 
. I 

government takeover not only of health care but all sorts of other issues that affect our day to day 
I 

lives? : 
CLINTON: Well, I think, Wolf, all you have to do is look at not DIlly the positions that 

I have taken and advocated for many: years but what I would do in the Senate. Now, you know , 
there is a lot of evidence that the problem has gotten worse, and so I think we should put our 
heads together and come up with whktever will work and to try to make that available to people. 

I think it's also very importkt that we do continue to take these steps that we've taken 
I . 

like the Childrens Health Insurance Program that I worked so hard on, because we have to figure 
out a way, because this is not a probl1em that just affects the uninsured or people who have to 
argue with their HMO. It eventually 'affects all of us, because if we don't have a system that is 
really funding our local hospitals, ou~ academic health centers, all of the pieces of our system 
that really make America's health cJe system the best in the world, eventually it will affect what 

I . 

kind of-care all of us can receive. ; , . 
BLITZER: All right, let's take another question. , ' . 

QUESTION: Hello, my name is Marcy Kelly (ph), I'm from Hamburg, New York and I 
work for an agency called Action Fo~Mental Health, which is part of the West New York 
Independent Living Project. It's a dis'ability rights advocate agency. Currently in New York state 
we can't get equal health insurance cpverage for mental illness, insurance companies do not 
cover mental illness and middle clas$ and lower-class people go without mental health treatment. 
On the federal level, Medicare only allows 90 days of in-patient hospital care. 

What can you do to help usi in this--in getting insurance coverage we need for treatment 
for mental illness? ; 

CLINTON: Yes, I'm really Iglad you asked that, because I think it might surprise people 
to know how often as I'm traveling around the state, maybe going into a diner or, you know, in a 
supermarket, people will come up and talk to me about just that problem, . 

You know, we still have a ~tigma, don't we, when it comes to mental illness? And I 
think the more we learn about how ohr bodies and minds work--you know, the mind is an organ 
just like the heart or the liver, and w~ are learning that a lot of the susceptibility to mental illness 
is really in our genes. I think when ~e map the human genome we're going to discover that just 
like some of us might be susceptiblejor vulnerable to diabetes or cancer, others might be 
susceptible to depression or schizoplirenia. 

I , 

I think it's time we realize that health care should be both body and mind, and I would 
like to advocate and work toward patity for coverage for mental illness, because what I see 
happening now is that a lot of untreated mental health problems are manifesting themselves in 
violence. You know, we have so m~y people with mental health problems in our prisons. We 
were talking before about school violence and the level of youth violence. There's a lot of 
evidence that many of those youngst~rs are affected by emotional and behavioral problems. 

I 



I think that it's really in our]interest to do more t6 destigmatize the treatment of mental , 
health and to provide the resources, Decause I think eventually it would save money in many, 
many of the cases that I'm aware of, bd I applaud you for working on it and being an advocate. 

I 

BLITZER: All right, Mrs. <Clinton, we have to take another break. More of our town 
meeting with Mrs. Clinton when we borne back.' 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 
BLITZER: When we come Iback, more of our LATE EDITION town meeting with 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, and I'll ask!her one question I've been waiting to ask all night. Stay with 
; , us. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 
BLITZER: Welcome back.ILet's take another question right away from the audience. 
QUESTION: Good evening, my name is Judata Abdella (ph), and I'm from Buffalo, 

New York. I ' 

Monetary compensation to lsurvivors of the Holocaust has set the precedent for ' 
reparations to victims of war. Do yoti feel that this should extend to the Palestinian people who 
have lost their land to Israel? I 

CLINTON: You know, I am a very strong supporter oflsrael's safety and security, as 
well as a strong supporter of the peade process. And right now, I believe that we should support 
the negotiations that are ongoing to permit the parties to reach whatever arrangements they 

I 

finally can reach. And I don't think it:'s useful for those of us who are at a distance from the 
situation to be really commenting onlwhat should be the basis of the discussion between the 
parties, and I hope that, you know, pi'ogress will be made. 

BLITZER: But you did at dne point call for a Palestinian state. Do you still believe ' , 
there should be an independent Pale~tinian state alongside Israel? 

CLINTON: Well you kno~, I expressed a personal opinion, but I think that that also is 
one of those issues that has to be decided between the parties, and it is part of the final status 
negotiations. I ' 

BLITZER: So you've backed away from that? 
CLINTON: Well, I think it'~ not useful, especially for someone to comment or talk 

about what should be the determination between the parties. 
BLITZER: All right. Let's thlce another question. 
QUESTION: Hi, Mrs. Clinton, my name is Alka Sharma (ph). I'm from Buffalo. My 

question is, what key strength do yoti feel that you possess that will make you the best advocate 
for New York? I 

i 
CLINTON: Well, I think I furing 30 years of experience and commitment to the issues 

I 

that New Yorkers are talking to me about: How do we improve public education? and I and I am 
I ' 

a strong supporter of that. I was one of the first people, for example, to call for teacher testing 
back in 1983, and I'd like to do moreito both increase standards and accountability as well as 
provide more opportunity. The worklthat I have done in health care and will continue to do, the 
work that I've done on economic de~elopment I think is all very relevant to the job of a senator. 

But it's not only issues, it's pow you get things done. You know, in the Senate, we have 
to work with 99 other people, and I think I bring a leadership style that will try to unite people, 
and try to work with people in a waylthat will actually accomplish some very positive results for 
our state, and so I think both on issues and how I would go about doing the job, I think I could be 
a strong advocate for the needs and ihterests of the children and families ofNew York. 

I ' " 



I 
BLITZER: Are you saying that Rudy Giuliani can't work with other people? 

I 

CLINTON: Well,I'm saying that I will work very hard with other people, and I'm 

going to say run a campaign that is b~sed on issues and ideas, and I've worked with the Senate 


, I 

for many years. You know, I was confirmed by the Senate back in 1977 for a position in the 

Legal Services Corporation. You knotv, I've worked with senators on, you know, legislation, I 


, testified, even before the white H04S6 years. And in the White House years, j've worked with 
members df Congress from both parti~s on not only health issues, like CHIP, but on improving 
adoption, and foster care and educatidn. InJact, you know, Wolf, I even worked on improving 
adoption and foster care with someonb who rarely has a good thing to say about my husband or 
me--that's Tom DeLay. But you kno~, I invited him to the White House, and we worked 
together, and we made some very sigtfificant changes in how we will hopefully move more 
children from foster care to adoption. I 

I'm willing to work with.an~body. I think that the most important commitment I can . 
make to the voters of New York is that I will get up every single day and work my heart out, and 

I . 

that means working with people that I may not agree with and that may not agree with me, but I 
. I 

know that I might need their vote to db something for Buffalo or Western New York. 

BLITZER: All right, go ahe~d. . 

QUESTION: Hi, Mrs. Clint?n, my name is Erin Ziggler (ph), and I'm from Buffalo, 


New York. , 
. I was wondering, how do 'y~u feel about granting MFN'status to China when 

considering their very poor history on' human rights? 
CLINTON: That's a very gopd and hard question. And I know many people, here in 

. Western New York in particularly anG Eerie Country, are concerned about this vote, and I share 
. the concerns that many of my supporters In organized labor have expressed to me, because I do 

think we have to make sure that we irhprove labor rights, we improve environmental standards in 
our bilateral and our multilateral tradJ agreements. 

I 

But on balance, I've looked at this, I've studied it, I think it is in the interests of America 
I 

and American workers that we provide the option for China to go into the WTO. Right now, we 
are trading with China. We have a hu~e trade deficit with China. The agreement that has been 
negotiated between our two countrieslwould open their markets to us in a way that they are not 
yet open, and in fact, for many large manufaCtured products, like automobiles, we. would have 
the first chance to really get in and coinpete in that marketplace.· . 

I also think it's not just an is~ue of trade. I believe it's a security consideration. I want to 
do everything we can to persuade Chi,na to improve its human rights record, to be sure that it 
doesn't in any way.interfere with its neighbors or with Taiwan. I don't think you gain that by 
isolating China. I think we must worK out as best we can a relationship in. trade, and a very firm 
statement and commitment to improJing human rights and try t9 make as much progress as 
possible. . : .., 

BLITZER: Mrs. Clinton, w~ only have a few seconds left. 
Here's the question that I've iwanted to ask you. Our audience at horne is now going 

. look at a picture of you wearing a Chicago Cubs baseball cap and a New York Yankees baseball 
cap. If the Cubs make it to the W orId ISeries this year, the first time since 1908 that they would 

. actually be in a position to win a Wor.ld Series, a lifelong Chicago resident, a native of Illinois,
I .' 

would you say the Chicago Cubs shopld win or the N ew York Yankees? . '. 
CLINTON: Well, you kno" Wolf, I got into trouble wpen I told people that I was a 

Yankees fan growing up. But part of the reason I was a Yankees fan is because I was also a Cubs 
I 



1 

I 
fan. You know, I needed an Americarl League that could win. It's depressing to be a Cubs fan 
year after year after year. But you kndw, I'm no longer going talk about baseball. I will just 
privately keep my opinions to myself! because you know, I got so much grief the last time I 
opened my mouth. '. . 1 . 

If that were ever to happen, you can come back to me. 
. (LAUGHTER) i 

BLITZER: She's not telling ps. , 
All right, Mrs. Clinton, than~ you so much on behalf ofthe University of Buffalo, 

everyone at CNN. Thank you so much'for joining us for this "LATE EDITION" town meeting. 
CLINTON: Thank you. i 
(APPLAUSE) I' ',' 
BLITZER: I want to thank tHe audience once again. . 
We will have a similar forurlI in the not-too-distant future with the Republican 

, candidate, Rudy Giuliani. I 
For all ofus here at CNN, thank you very much for watching. I'm Wolf Blitzer in 

,1 . 

Buffalo. Good night. : 
END 


