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CLINTON: Well, I am so pleased th:at I could be here this morning. I do hope 
some day to be able to come back and actually see my tree growing and make sure 
that it, along with literally hundreds of thousands of other trees, are helping 
to reforest this extraordinary, beautiful and important country. 

I want to thank Efi (ph) for those much too kind words. She has been a 
friend and adviser and supporter, and cheerleader for me through good times and 

. not so good times. And I want publicly, in the country she loves so much, in 
front of so many ofher friends and colleagues to thank her publicly for her 
tireless commitment to Greek- Ameri~an relations, to both of her countries and . 
that is .how she sees it. . 

It is always possible to love more than one child and Efi (ph) loves more 

than one country with the same passi~m and intensity. And we are certainly 


. I 

grateful that America is her adopted l~d. And we are very admiring of the 

continuing devotion she sh9wS to Greece. 


I'm als'o pleased to be here with the:mayor, whom I have had.the great 

personal pleasure of dealing with on iny previous trip when my daughter and I 

came. We were so fortunate to be able to spend a good deal time and to really 


I 
see more of the country ~d meet so ~any wonderful people. 

And although this visit is far too shbrt, I'm looking forward to the . 
opportunity to return with my husbartd and my daughter and in a more leisurely 
way -- see more of the country. I'm ~ontinuing to, learn more about Greece and I 
know that we would look forward greatly to a return visit. 

And, Mr. Mayor, I said it privately ,and I would say also publicly just on our 

ride in from the airport and our short time back and forth to the presidential 

palace last night, the city looks fabulpus. 




And I know that you're getting ready for the Olympics and the entire world 
. will be able to enjoy the hospitality and the beauty ofAthen~ and of Greece. 

I want to thank the deputy mini~ter of foreign affairs ~d so many other 
friends who are here with us today. And I particularly want to acknowledge the 
new leadership ofthe foundation and to thank all ofyou who will carry on and 
continue this important work. 

You know, we could not have made the progress that we di~ make with this 

project and with the foundation had it not been for the dedication of so many 

Greeks and so many Greek-Americans. 


I'm particularly pleased that the tpayor allowed the symphony orchestra of 
Athens to come to the United States and have such a very successful tour across 
America .. And I don't think it wou1.d have been successful without your 
participation Nadyia (ph) and I thai,lk you for commitment tothis project which I 
know means not only so much to your mother, but so much to your mother 
personally. 

This combines several things that:! believe deeply in. First J'do believe in 
honoring one's past and in respectin'g one's roots. You know we have a saying 
that a child needs two things -- rootS and wings .. 

And without both, you're not giving a child or a person the kind of support,
I . 

that anyone needs, both to underst~d from where he or she came from and also 
where their destination might be. 

As we are celebrating the millennilpn in the United States, the president and 
I started a Millennium Council. And we adopted as our theme, "Honor the Past, 
Imagine the Future. II And that is indeed what this foundation is doing here in 
Greece. . 

You are honoring the past that gave so much to somany, not only to 

Greek-Americans, but to Western civjlization and the entire world. 


, 
But you're also imagining a future, a future that is not just symbolized and 


represented by trees, but by the linkages, the connections, the deep feelings 

that are created by enlisting the support of all 'Americans, not just


I 

Greek-Americans, in this very important effort. 

You're als.o making clear that in this new century that we're about to enter, . , 


our environment is critical. It is after all what we live in. It is what the 

memories that so many of us have of p:laces we love, are made of. 


When I think my trip to Olympus or Delphi I think of landscape·s. I think of 
the beauty of the God-made terrain as well as the built terrain that has stood 



the test of time. 

So there is so much richness in what you do here today and I was very honored 
that Efi (ph) asked me to participate iiI a very small way in encouraging this 
project. 

This year this tree, and we hope 1.5 'million others, will be planted. That 
is a very tangible symbol of the friendship between our countries and our 
people. 

It is a friendship that just like a tree, needs to be nurtured, and watered 
I 

and taken care ofbut like a tree can grow strong and stand the test of time if 
proper attention is paid. 

I look forward to returning to Greecb not only in the future to see my tree, 
but on many \different occasions, and ~o see also the extraordinary progress that 
is occurring here in Greece, continue and to see for myself the deepening the 
ties and friendship between our countt;ies and our peoples. 

This Greek-American friendship lik~ this tree, will grow and blossom in the 
century to come and represent our very strong belief that roots and wings-- the 
past, the present and the future -- are n:otjust something that passes us by, 
but what we create and what gifts we give to our children, as we pass on our 
traditions and our values. ; 

So, I came this morning to thank Efi /ph) and to thank all of you for in a 
very tangible way making a wonderful; gift for the 21st century. 

Thank you very much. 

(APPLAUSE) 
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