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Thank you very much. I'm honored to be here at this very important conference. Your 
Majesty Queen Rania; Your Higqnesses; Your Excellencies;' distinguished guests.' I am 
delighted to have been asked to p~rticipate. Al1d it gave me a very good reason to 'return 
to Jordan, and to see and hear for myself about the important efforts their Majesties King 
Abdullah and Queen Rania and ,,:hat they have done to launch and built a brighter future 
for all the people of Jordan. ' 

I wish publicly to thank your Majesty for the warm hospitality that you, His Majesty 
King Abdullah, the entire Royal family and so many other Jordanians have extended to 
me and my daughter since our arrival in Amman. And let me also publicly express my 
appreciation and admiration to yqu, Your Majesty, for your passionate commitment to 
expanding economic opportunity, and improving the lives of women, children and 
families throughout your nation. i . 

I know from my many private co~versations with you what a strong commitment you 
indeed have. And now that I hav~ met your own two children, as a mother I understand 
completely your desire to provide as much opportunity for all children as you can. 
You've been working in ways lai;ge andsmall to protect children and t9 r~se public 
awareness about the importance of providing every child, every boy, every girl in your 
country with the health care, the education and the nurturing,that any child deserves to 

I ,

have. : 

I thank you for bringing us togetner - Ministers, advocates, professionals, citizens, 
I , 

everyone of us in this room - to respond to the challenge of raising our children to fulfill 
their greatest God-given potentiaJ. 

i 

I can tell by the number of Ministers here today, that early childhood development is 
commanding the attention it desdrves in the government. But I have seen that ' 
unfortunately many governmentS and many people around our world still fail to 
recognize the importance of this issue. As I have been privileged to travel extensively 
with my husband and on my owri and meet with people in every comer on the earth, r 
know that the commitment to children is one that we hold personally so closely in our 
hearts. But too often we find ou~selves unable or unwilling to reach out a helping hand to 
ensure that every child and every parent has the support needed to provide the best 
foundation in the early years. . 

, I believe that the issues ofhow one helps families and children are as critical to a 
nation's future as the political, economic, and diplomatic decisions that are made., 
Because when we invest in our children, we invest in our future. As your MajestJ:' haS 



just said, early childhood development represents the comer stone, not only in building 
society, but also in deepening its values. As we stand at the end of one century and the 
beginning of another century we -Will be tested our humanity and our values will be held 
up to th(( light of day as we are as~ed what have we done to ensure the safety, the 

. education al!d the wellbeing of01.)r children of every stage of their growth. 

I know that there are many in this room who are devoted to the future of the 
children of Jordan and you have acted as a nation in ways that demonstrate that 
commitment. I ,applaud the Jordanian government for ratifying the International 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Unfortunately, my own country remains one of 
only two in the,world that has yet to ratify that. convention. And I hope with all my heart 
that the United States Senate wOll;ld vote for the United States to join Jordan in ratifying 
this convention and joining all the 191 other nations. 

I 

I'm also very aware that during my own thirty years of advocating on behalf on 
, the needs and rights of children tIlat I have met many children who have known hunger, 

who had known abuse, who have 'been deprived of education and health care. As I was 
watching the wonderful interpretive dance that we saw, and the way the dancers ' 
conveyed the feelings between mothers and children, I could not help but think of all the 
eyes of the children that I have looked into over the years, most of the time no matter 
where I am, in whatever country, ~ see the light of children, the spark of hope that, 
,delights those of us in our adult y~ars as we see the potential once again being born in a 

child. But I have also looked int~ the eyes of children who seem already, at a very 


. young age, to have lost that light that hope. And it has been my wish to do all that I 
could, in every way possible, in tVy own country and elsewhere to reach out andjoin 
hands with all of you to make sure we do whatever we humanly can to keep that light 
alive. We know that parents and families are the primary responsibility for the 
upbringing and care of their children. But as we saw in the excellent presentations in the 
beginning, children exist not only: in families, but in the larger world as well. What kinds 
ofjobs are available for parents 4termines how much food is in the home. whether the 
water is safe to drink and the food is safe to eat determines the health 'and wellbeing of 
the child. Whether the schools ar~ prepared to teach and welcome every child determines 
how far the education of a child can go. The decisions that are made in the highest levels 
in Government, in the Parliamen~, set a stage for determining whether all children are 
treated as well as those of us in this audience wish to treat our own. So therefore is a 
responsibility thatwe share with mothers and fathers. I think many of us have always 
known how important the early years of childhood are. But now scientific research is 
proving what mothers and fathersiknew by instinct. From the very first hours of the child 
life, every experience, every emo~ion, every interaction, sight, sound and smell as we saw 
acted out here on the stage has aniimpact on the child's emotional, physical and ' 
intellectual and spiritual developrrent. That certainly means how our children are cared 
for and what they are taught in the earliest years determines to a great extent how well 
they will do as they grow into ad4lts. 

I commend your Majesty for launching a new working group to develop and 
integrated national strategy for early childhood development. This is a hopeful step for 
the children and the future of Jordan. 



And I hope that you will look to and count on the United States as a partner in 
your efforts. In my country, we t90 have been working hard to expand our commitments, 
the programs that ensure our chil~en receive a health start in life. We improved ill 
immunization rates against childhood diseases, we have expanded the offering of free 
pre-school education in programs such as Head Start. We have worked to subsidize 
health care for our neediest children. And we stand willing to work as full partners with 
you here in Jordan. 

I'm pleased that through USAID, we are already are working to make sure that all 
children receive a healthy start. 

USAID's Maternal Child Health Program has worked to make clinics more 
friendly and welcoming to new mothers so that according to Islamic tradition, 40 days 
after. their babies are born, mothers are persuaded to return to the clinics to begin well
baby care. Immediately, the doctprs and nurses are working to build trust with their 
patients, so that parent will continue to bring their children for immunizations and other 
necessary care. Through these efforts we are working together to keep children health to 
through their most vulnerable years. 

As Jordan works to develop your own comprehensive strategy, there ar~ rnany 
cost-effective programs througho~ut the world that I would recommend for your . 
corisideration. . 

We certainly know that a.tly parent or grandparent who talks or reads or sings to a 
baby is helping the develop the btain cells in that baby. Literally as words are conveyed 
to a newborn infant, toa small baby and toddler, it is not only the delighted expression 
one sees on the face of the child, 'but inside the brain many connections are being made 
that lay the groundwork for furth¥ learning. 

Now, I have often met patients i~ my own country who asked me: why should I 
talk to my baby? She cannot talk-back. And we had to educate our parents that just as a 
baby's b~dy must nourished, so also her mind. And to spur that development and make 
that investment in love, that connbctions such as that means, we have created a program 
called Prescription for Reading. So that when a mother brings a child back for the 
vaccinations and the shots and th~ weighting and the check ups that we hope all children 
receive, they are also are giving aprescription from the doctor to read orsing or talked to 
their babies. That prescription is ;sometimes accompanied 'in our country with a book. 
For mothers who don't feel comf9rtable reading, there are picture books that they can 
make up the stories and there are books in many different languages because we have so 
many immigrants in our nation. But the idea is to encourage that kind of stimulation in a 
child. We've also seen in my own country and throughout the world how helping. 
mothers be the best parents they can be is the best way to help a child. And so many 
countries are using programs thrqugh their radios, through tape cassettes, through 
television stations where hints ary giving about stimulating and' caring for children. 
Those are easily produced in quit~ inexpensive to disseminate. Many years ago, when I 



was the First Lady ofthe State oflArkansas, we had many very poor families. We 
couldn't seem to bring the cycle ofpoverty. Even if the parents sent their children to a 
pre-child center, or preschool program, the children often felt that the lessons that were 
learned were undone at home. I will never forget how a mother very angrily confronted 
me years ago, and saying: please don't have the teachers teach about good nutrition and 
vegetables and fruits and the things that you want the child to eat. We can't afford all 
that food. So it doesn't do me any good for the child to be coming home and saying: this 
is what we should eat, we learned it at school. So, being sensitive to the very .real 'needs 
of families led me to look for programs that were very simple and very inexpensive that 
we could teach mothers. And I fbund such a program in Israel, that was being used with 
both Jewish and Arab mothers. They were taking the limited resources that were in the 
homes and using those to help teach children lessons that we teach our own: childl:en 
without even thinking. For example, when children go to school, and they're giving little 
work sheets, arid they are asked if they have any small ball or a square or triangle and 
they are asked to circle which is the bigger shape, for many children in my countrY and 
many poor areas they didn't know what the concept "bigger" meant. So having the 
mother show with the difference between a spoon and a fork or a cup than a plate,:what 

I . 

bigger and smaller means, laid th'e groundwork for critical early learning skills. I 
introduced that program to families in Arkansas. It proved extremely successful because 
it was so simple and because it s~owed respect to mothers. It didn't say to the mother 
''you don't know what you need to know to teach your child". Instead it says "you know 
everything you need to know but: we can help you do a better job of communicating that 
and connecting that to your child:'s life." 

, There are so many ways to provide the respect and SUppOlt that families need. 
, 

And of course if we do that and we demonstrate clearly that we respect the work of 
motherhood and we support the importance of parenting, that sets the stage for the very 
positive interactions we hope to $ee take place. 

So, I'm very appreciative bfthe work that you are doing here and I know you will 
be doing in the future, and I agai~ thank your Majesty for convening this important 
meeting and I look forWard to he~ng in the future about all of the work that is being 
done on behalf of Jordanian children and families. 

From this day forward, ifiwe all commit ourselves to cherishing and championing 
every single child, Ithink that's the greatest gift w.e could give to the new century. And it 

, certainly is fulfilling our greates~ duty. There is no more important job that any of us have 
than caring for and providing for the next generation. And I congratulate you on your 
commitment to doing that. 

Thank you very much. 


