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Thank you. And thank you, Senator Moynihan, for that very generous introduction and
. for all the support that you and Liz have given to me. You know, New York and America are
- greatly indebted to Senator Moymhan for your years of courageous and V1s1onary leadershlp
" (APPLAUSE)) !

: No one has done more to remind us that families are the bedrock of our society. [ want to
thank Chuck Schumer, Charlie Rangel, |and Nita Lowey for their friendshlp, for their kind words

and for all that each of them does for New York. And I want to thank all the members of the

congressmnal delegation who are here today Thank you all for coming. (APPLAUSE)) -

And I want to thank Comptroller Tom McCall, Speaker Shelly SllVCI‘ and all of the state
elected officials who are with us. (APPLAUSE)
‘ |
And I so pleased to be here at Purchase College State Umversny of New York.
(APPLAUSE) ;
I know that Purchase was recently named one of the finest reglonal public liberal arts
- colleges i in the entire country. (APPLAUSE) '

And it is part of the greatest statle umversrcy system in thls country (APPLAUSE)
!
I thmk all of the young singers and entertainers and I espe(nally want to thank Amlty
Weiss (ph) from Ithaca for representmg\young New Yorkers and all of their possrblhtles Thank
you, Amity. (APPLAUSE) 3

And I thank all my. fellow- New Yorkers for coming out on thls wintry Sunday aftemoon
to be with me. My long-time friends, my new supporters, elected offierals all of you, I
appreciate your being with me. And I know that there are about 1, 000 more in the overflow
‘room, and I'm very glad you could be here as well.

I'm so grateful to Bill and Chelsea my mother and my brothers and all of our families--

those who could be with us and those who could not today.
:

- And I'm pleased that I have witll me, also, some old friends from my childhood in
Chicago, my college days and law- scholol years in New England; my wonderful years in
Arkansas and as first lady. Thank you all for a lifetime's worth of love and encouragernent
You know, the first time I spoke to a grl)up this large was at my college commencement in 1969.
I'm a little older now.. (LAUGHTER)... a little blonder...(LAUGHTER)... a lot humibler. I've
gone to work, I've raised a child, and I'Ve spent 30 years trying to better the lives of children and
families. But I often return to one thing |I said way back then, that politics is the art of making
possible what appears to be 1mposs1ble (APPLAUSE) :



I still believe that today. We can do what seems 1mpossm1e if we have the vision, the
passion and the will to do it together.

We've seen what's possible in the progress we've made over the last seven years, and [ am
~proud and grateful to have been a part of it. (APPLAUSE)

And I am convinced we can move on ﬁom here to meet the challenges that lie ahead. We
can strengthen our families, we can protect our children, we can improve our schools, we can
provide health care to all our citizens, and we can bring good jobs to every corner of New York.
(APPLAUSE) . 1

Because | beheve we can meet these challenges together, I'am honored today to
announce my candldacy for the United States Senate from New York. (APPLAUSE)

Thank you. Now I know, some people are asking why I'm domg this here and now. And
that's a fair question. . ‘

Here's my answer and why I hope you'll put me to work foxi‘vyou. I may be new to the
neighborhood, but I'm not new to your concerns. (APPLAUSE)

When I até lunch with teachers at a school in Queens, I heard how hard it is to teach and
learn when 2,000 kids are crammed 1nto a building designed for half that number. And I thought-
-1.thought about the work I've done for 20 years to improve our public schools. Now [ want to

‘make sure that every child in New York has the best possible public education, with well-trained
teachers in modem classrooms connected to the Internet. (APPLAUSE)
, ]

That's why I want to be your senator.

When I visited businesses from Jamestown to Great Neck, I _thought about my- father who
ran a small business and worked hard every day. I thought of all the work I did, first in Arkansas
and then as first lady, throughout America and in developing companies, to improve training for
workers and to provide credit for entrepreneurs and bring jobs to areas with high unemployment.
Now I want to bring the prosperity.of this new economy to all New Yorkers, from upstate towns
and farms to inner-city neighborhoods. - : '

That's why [ want to be your senator. (APPLAUSE)

When I spoke with breast cancer survivors at Adelphi University, I thought about Bill's
mother and the courageous battle she fought until her last day. Over the past seven years, ['ve
worked to include annual mammograms under Medicare, and to increase funding for research,
detection and treatment of breast cancer. (APPLAUSE) ‘

Now I want finally to pin down jthe environmental connections to cancer on Long Island
or elsewhere. (APPLAUSE)



And I want to prov1de the research funds to prevent and cure cancer, AIDS and other
diseases. That's why I want to. be your senator (APPLAUSE) C

You know, when I'saton porches and in back yards from Elrntra to New Rochelle 1

o heard parents' concerns about the medtés influence.on their chlldren and I thought about all the

conversations Bill and I had with our frrends when Chelsea was growmg up about how to protect
our children from the influences of a popular culture that glonfies guns and violence.
That's why I've advocated for hetter programming for eh1ldren the V- chrp and zero
tolerance for guns in schools. (APPLAUSE)
‘ Now [ want to challenge the entertamment 1ndustry to estahlrsh a Voluntary, uniform
rating system for movies, TV programsl and video games that parents can actually use to protect
their children. That's why I want to be }jour senator. (APPLAUSE) :
- When I hsten to young people from Buffalo to Brooklyn talk about how a caring adult or
an after-school program turned their lives around, I thought about all the children I had tutored
and represented over the years who were very poor or victims of Chlld abuse or caught up in the
_ foster care system. I'm more committed than ever to helping these children, to giving them the
child:care and the pre-school; the summer school, after-school and ‘mentoring programs they
need. After all, they're all our children and that's I want to be your 'senator. (APPLAUSE)

For over 30 years in many d1ffe1 ent ways ['ve seen ﬁrst-hand the kinds of challenges
‘New Yorkers face today. I care about the same issues you'do. I understand them, and I know I
can make progress on them. That's Why!, my friends, I want to be 3 your senator. (APPLAUSE)
. . . j o ‘ P
- My life's work has been motivated by fundamental beliefs that are at the heart of my Q
decision to run. I believe every child colmts and‘every child should have a chance. I believe
raising children is every parent's most 1rnportant job. I believe all parents must be responsrble
~ and be able to succeed at home and at work and that no ch1ld should grow up in poverty in

l

| - America in the 21st century. S
S

I believe the solutions to our publlc problems ought to be based on core American values:’
community and opportunity, responsrblhty and enterprise. That means I'support a balanced
~ budget and more investments in educauon welfare reforrh and better child care for working
parents; tougher child support enforcernent and second-chance homes for unwed mothers; more
police on the beat and fewer guns on the street.. (APPLAUSE) better protecuon for the
env1ronment and steady economic progress .

'I'm a New Democrat. I don't believe government is the source of all our problems or the
solution to them. But I do believe that when people live up to their responsibilities, we ought to
live up to ours, to help them build better lives. That‘s the basic bargain we owe one another in
America today. (APPLAUSE) L

To fulﬁll that basrc bargain for New York, Il have to fight. Well l’ve had some
‘ ~'exper1ence with that, too. (LAUGHTER)



When I pushed for teacher testing and higher standards in the 1980s in the face of
protests and boycotts when [ went to Beijing to speak out for women's rights as human rights...
(APPLAUSE)... in the face of strong oppos1tlon to my trip, both here and there, when I tried to
get affordable quality health care for all’ Americans against all the odds and the special interest
- groups...(APPLAUSE)... I won the fir: stl two battles. And as you may recall, I lost the last one.
But instead of giving up, I learned to take a different approach. That's why.I fought for the
- Children's Health Insurance Program, whrch already has insured two million children, with
funding for three m1ll1on more. (APPLAUSE)

That's why I fought to make sur!e new mothers could at least stay overnight in the hospital
and:to protect workers from losing their insurance if they changed j obs.

That's why I'm still fighting for a real patient's bill of rrghts and Why l 11 keep ﬁghtlng
until every American has access to health care. (APPLAUSE)

If you'll put me to work for youJ Ill take these values to the United States Senate and I'll
fight my heart out for you every single day I'll be on your side in the fight for higher standards,
smaller classes and well-trained teachers in modern classrooms, so that our kids can learn what L

call.the six R's: not just reading, 'riting |and 'rithmetic, but also respons1b111ty, respect and results.
(APPLAUSE) -

I'll be on your side in the fight for a fiscal plan that pays down the natlonal debt,
strengthens Social Security for at least 50 years, and modemizes Medrcare with new prescription
drug coverage. (APPLAUSE) | |

'l be on your side in the fight for targeted tax cuts to m1ddle -income famrlles to help
with some of our biggest worries: deductrons for college tuition, eas1ng the marriage penalty and

a tax credit for the care of aging or d1sabled family members. (APPLAUSE)

r ll be on your side in the fight for areal increase for the minimum wage, an expanded

Earmned Income Tax Credit for working |famrl1es -and equal pay for every woman in every job.
(APPLAUSE) o

I'll be on your side in the fight for tough measures to prosecute hate crimes that tear at
our social fabric..(APPLAUSE)... and to end discrimination against people simply because of
their race, ‘ethnicity,' sexual orientation or religion. (APPLAUSE) :

|

Il be on your side in the fight to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and away from
children, for closing the gun-show loophole requiring child safetyllocks and licensing all new -
handgun owners. (APPLAUSE) : ‘

I'll be on yonr side in the fight tci) expand family and medical leave, which has already
given 20 million Americans time off}frci)m work for a new baby or a sick parent. (APPLAUSE)



Il be on your side in the fight to protect the privacy of our medrcal ﬁnancral and
personal records. (APPLAUSE)

- | S
I'll be on your side in the fight to find smart new ways to help the least fortunate among
us, including the homeless. It may be ai hard thing to do, but it's the right thing to do.
(APPLAUSE)

I'll be on your side in the fight to bring prosperity to upstate New York and to still-
distressed urban areas with new incentives to create jobs, start busmesses reduce air fares and
lower utility costs.

I'll be on your side in the fight for a safer world, to pass the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty...(APPLAUSE)... to strengthen c'>ur defenses agamst biological, chemical and cyber-
terrorism, to provide debt relief to the poorest countries in Africa, Latin America and Asia...
(APPLAUSE)... and to work for peace from Northern Ireland to Bésnia and Kosovo, to Greece
and Turkey, to India and Pakistan, and to a comprehensive peace in the Middle East which

finally guarantees Israel's security. (ARPLAUSE) ~

And I'll be on your side in the ﬁght for a fair share for New York. It is just wrong that
today New York sends $15 billion rnore in taxes each year to Washington than New York gets
back. That's a Big reason that local property taxes are so high. We can change that, working
together. (APPLAUSE)

Now:there are also things you cén be sure I'll fight against '

I'll be on your side in the f1ght agamst school vouchers that dram taxpayer dollars from
our public schools. (APPLAUSE) . ,

I'll be on your side in the fight agamst Republican efforts to undermine family planning
or take away a woman's right to choose! (APPLAUSE)

I'll be on your side in the fight agamst any tax cut so blg it would take us back to the bad
old days of exploding deficits and deep.recessmns making it impossible for us to save Social
Security and Medicare, fund our educatlonal needs and pay down our national debt.
(APPLAUSE)

And there is one other thing I'll ﬁght against: the divisive politics of revenge and
retribution. (APPLAUSE)

If you put me to work for you, I‘il work to lift people up,'net push them down.
You know, public service has been my | life. It hasn't, as yet, included pubhc office. Over the next
nine months all of you will decide whether I've earned the privilege of serving you.

I want to thank those of you whc|> have taken the time to v131t with me durmg the last :
seven months as I've gone from county : to county to hear what's on! your minds. '



I want to thank all of you who have written me or e—malled ime or visited my campaign
web site, at hillary2000.org. I want to thank the nearly 600 families across New York who are
hosting house parties this afternoon to help launch, my campaign. (APPLAUSE)

And I especially want to thank the nearly 25,000 New Yorkers who are attendmg those
house parties this afternoon. (APPLAUSE) ‘ . , )

I want to thank the thousands of men and women already working as volunteers on my
. behalf. I want this to be a people's campalgn a grassroots campalgn

Now I know it's always going to be an easy campaign. But, eh this is New York.
(APPLAUSE)

. In the summer of 1998; I went on a bus trip as part of our White House millennial effort
to honor the past and imagine the future

I remember warm July afternoops when we drove through the beautiful New York
countryside, from George Washington's Revolutionary War headquarters in Newburgh to
Harriet Tubman's home in Auburn, to the site of the first women's rlghts convention in Seneca
Falls (APPLAUSE) ~

As [ visited these places that captured the greatness of New York's past, [ heard in the
voices of parents and saw in the eyes of children, their dreams for New York's future.
‘New York has always been more than Just a great state. To people all over the world, it
represents the best of America. (APPLAUSE) '

. It is the golden door, the gateway to opportunity. New York deserves a future worthy of
that past. o , .

New York defined what was poissible in the 20th century,end New York can make what

seems impossible today possible in the i21st century. And that's why I want to be your senator
from New York. i :

Thank you all very much. (APéLAUSE)
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