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I think there's been extraordinary Jrogress in the last five years, both internationally, in 
specific countries where lives have changJd, attitudes have changed. I think we have many 
examples of progress that was made legisl:atively and/or by executive' order. And at the 
grassroots level, from Asia to Latin Amer~ca. ' 

And another significant developm~nt is the way we used the results of the Beijing 
conference to include women's issues at a'very high level ofAmerican foreign policy. And then 

. thirdly, we used the Beijing platform foraetion here at horne, through the Interagency Council 
on Women, we've worked very hard to ani assessment of what is happening in the government 
and how it affects women's rights and the~ to do some very specific r:ecommendations that have 
resulted in changes. ' 

I think it really depends upon wha~ region of the world you're looking at. You know we 
still have places where women are literally oppressed; like in Afghanistan, you have places, 
where women cannot vote, like in Kuwaitior (inaudible) or participate fully in the political and 
civic live.s of their countries, countries whrre women are trafficked into prostitution, places 
where girls are still denied medical care arid die at a much higher rate than boys. There are still 
areas where girls are not educated. 

. So I think that if you look at the mbst dramatic instances of denial and neglect of 
women's rights, you can see that we still Have a long way to go. But in many parts of the world, 
we've made a lot of progress. I was talking to my husband in daughter in India who were telling 
m~ about just the changes they've seen anCl described to them and how women are now playing 
an active role in the governments of villag1es which was not considered possible and how because 
of changes in their constitution and electoi'allaws, pepple are much more respectful ofwomen's 

, rights in a society. : : . 

" 

I think that advances and the body for basic terms of opportunity, education, healthcare, 
jobs, credit, but it'~ a case by case, country by country analysis. I think we've (inaudible) a lot of 
progress. 

I'll give an example of the progres~ that has been made - when I first went to Senegal, 
four years ago(?) In 1997, when I went to Senegal, I went toa village that was working very hard 
to send an American NGO, run by Ameri~an woman, a wonderful woman, from everything to 
female genital mutilation to democracy tdining and I really encouraged them to use democracy 
training to tackle an issue that had such grbat (inaudible) consequences, , 

So, as part of an overall effort, they really began to take it out, and they voted in the 
village to overturn the centuries old traditi;on. Then they sent out people from theif village to talk 

" 



I 
with each other in different villages to do the same. And them they persuaded the President to 

. introduce a law, making it illegal and then just a couple a days ago, th~ woman who I had 
worked with Came to see me, and to present a report that I had given lIer a contribution from the 
proceeds of my book and now theY'veexp~ded to 900 villages and t~ey have just swept the 
countryside because of the combination of!women finding their own ~oices and speaking out and 
learning how to work a democratic system: And it was really on the way to being very successful 
when I went back with my husband, and w;e actually had people from the village who were gone 
(inaudible) come to the car and visit with t~e President and people to tell them about what 
they've done.' , . 

I learned when I saw Molly, that now her group is getting ready to go to Sudan in a 

month, very challenging places to do this ~ork. 


So I can just see it, I know enough ~bout what's happening on the ground in different 
parts of the world that I can see the progress or (inaudible) which has been a big concern of mine . 
since 1986, and which I've worked on a lot here in the White House. 

I : 

We are really making a big dent in convincing commercial bariks and businesses and 

foundations and local community groups t~ invest in providing credit for women. And back to 

Senegal, the contribution that I gave to the Igroup was used 'to set up a very small loan revival 


. plan,.and it's already helped 43 women start jobs and was a relatively small ~ount of money . 

•
So I think that there is so much positive good news that is happening around the world, 

I 

that even when you see stories about (inau<ilible) killings and see whatthe Taliban are doing and 
I \ 

trying to justify ... but the trend is possible. :It's just a question of keeping the pressure on and 

educating more and more women to speak for themselves. The other piece of this is the 

developed,world, the advanced economies.iAlthough we certainly enjoy the rights that make us 

equal under the law to men, we have a lot df challenges balancing family and work . 


, responsibilities, providing support for one bother in the choices that we make, de-stressing 
modem life so that you're not just consum6d by the day to day challenge of trying to make a 
living and keep body and soul together. Sd although we have all these rights, we are still . 
struggling as women to define ourselves inla way that enables us to make the most responsible 
choices within a society that supports and lionors women's choices. . 

I'll never forget, I was in Russia a couple ofyears ago and ther¢ was a women's (column) 
radio show and I got a call from a woman dutside of Moscow who said "Mrs: Clinton, I don't . I . 
understand what we are supposed to do. Russian women are very well educated. We don't have 
the problems of other countries where wonien are not educated. But w¢ have no jobs, our . 
husbands have no jobs, our modem economy is not working for us ... ": So, she was posing a 

. whole different set of issues, and part ofwhat we were doing in Beijin~ was to make clear that 
I 

women's rights were human rights and we had to work very hard to implement the (pipeline? 
inaudible) for action and raise opportunitie~ for women to a minimal level. But tlien we also have 
to be agents of change within our society b~cause otherwi,se, we wouldn't create the conditions 
for positive growth and development that ybu would want for our society. 

So that's one of the reasons why wd started this Vital Voices network, because I became 
• I 

convinced that 'we needed to work very har~ in the developing world t$ keep pushing for those 
basic tools of opportunity, But in much of tpe rest of the world - the fqrmer Soviet Union, in the 

I 



new democracies in Latin America, the ne~ demo'cracies in Africa --- :you have the paradox of 
I 

women who are certainly equal, but in a society that was not providing the kind ofjobs and 
I . 

opportunities that we (inaudible) to see tod~y. So the Vita] Voices initiative was aimed at 
bringing women together with (inaudible) for America. We talk about Ievery thing from starting a 
business, using credit, running for office, appearing on the mass media, make an effective case
a whole range of second-generation tools tl1at are needed to keep moving the woman's agenda 

. I I'
forward. . Ii' 

And we've had some very successful meetings and we've had alot of spin off meetings 
around the world. The one I attended first \Vas in Vienna, late gatherings in East and Central 
Europe in the former Soviet Union, we hadl a great event in Norway on the day 'of (inaudible) 
that brought all of the democracies in Latin America together. A very exciting conference in 

! I , 

Belfast, with women's folk traditions, to talk about what we can do ... we've had a lot of spin off 
meetings in places like Istanbul, Pakistan .. I. all over the world. We create this network that we're 
going to.try to keep going. I was very touched we had this conference (inaudible) In Icelarid, and 

I 

we brought women again from Russia and from the Baltics - and Iceland is a place where 
women have enormous respect and responsibility and they were servi#g as real mentors to 
women of the north across the Baltics into northern Russia. And the courage of a lot of these 
women were on the frontlines of social chahge is so moving to me...particularly' a woman lawyer 
(inaudible) standing up for human rights, w1atching as her friends and colleagues were herded off 
to jail. So there's never an stopping in this work.. .it's a constantly evolving effort to provide 
basic universal human ~ghts to everyone. ! .. : 

Look at what we're doing to ourselves. At the same time we tell these girls they can be 
anything and do anything, yeah, but you've!·got to be really thin and YQu'd better be tall and . 
you'd.better be really super-organized so y6u can do a million things at once, and we give all of 
these messages that undennine individuality, instead of saying "be the;best person you can be" 
and if you do that, you can say toyourself~very night "Great! Let's see what I can do 
tomorrow!" and enjoy life. We have so marly people who are so focused on the superficial and 
materialistic. So that in a lot of advanced' edonomies, girls are getting trapped in different kinds 
of mindsets. Yes, they can go to the greatest schools in the world, they can get jobs in the 
Fortune 100 they can pursue any career that's of interest to them - mail-Y of these are still beset 
by these culturally-induced insecurities and: anxieties. So we trade one set of issues for another. 
You know, I've had a lot of women in very :poor villages or barrios tell me that they feel sorry 
for American women. You look on television and they're looking at our culture. They're looking 

I . 

at our TV. programs and they say it seems so dangerous. It seems so violent, it seems so many 
women are alone so many terrible things habpen. And I say to them, you know it's wondelful, . , 
it's the greatest time in the world to be a woman is to be a woman in America at the beginning of 
this century - all of our ch~ices, we have fo~ght all these years for,butifrom their perspective it 
is the very dangerous place. Without the ,ki~ds of supports that they're trying to keep in place 
while they enhance opportunities for individuals. So there's always a challenge in any kind of 
culture cause we're so blessed in this countiy to have the full range of ~pportunities and the great 
education system and healthcare andjobs opening up to everyone. But:we also have to be aware 
of what our larger society is like, and I've b~en out campaigning around New York and mothers 
ask me with tears in their eyes and anguish in their voices if it's safe to'send their children to 
school. I had a young woman with two chil~en and she said "Mrs. Clinton, everyday I sent my 
kids to school Ijust have a knot in the pit oEmy stomach (inaudible)" What kind of freedom is 
that? We have a lot of challenges of our ow~ to address. I know back in the '92 campaign, my 
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, 
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husband and I met a man who had just emi~ated from Greece, seeking better economic 
opportunities for his family and he stopped us and said "You know, I'm going to vote for you, 
and I'm so proud to be in America and I 'ml so grateful to be in America and one thing I want you 
to do, I want you to make sure my children: are safe." 

You look at the bloodbaths that (in*udible) our country and yo~ compare it with what is 
standard in most other countries. You have: to say to say to yourself, W;hy do we subj ect our girls 
and boys to this kind of violent crime? So I think that the struggle with that sort of first 
generation challenges for women's rights ~nd respect and kind of go in to the second generation 
balancing family and work, raking through!the glass ceiling, making sure that any woman can do 
anything that she sets her mind to do and is willing to make the commitment to doing. 

There's a third generation set of is shes that are really more along the lines of, ok, suppose 
we get education, healthcare, credit, work 6pportunities - suppose we figure out family leave and 
child care and balancing family and work, and really made all this progress, then what is if we C 

are trying to achieve with this society? Whitt is the quality of life that we want to hold in . 
common. Because it's great if individually Iwe can be enormously successful, but what does that 
really mean ifwe don't have a society that reflects the values that we think are best for raising 
children and leading lives of (inaudible) and satisfaction? So it's an endlessly fascinating term. 

I write about it in the book and I sok of did the best I could to describe what I think, are 
I 

basic rules of childrearing: to provide the right balance of discilpline and love and attention and 
guidance and to be authoritative not autho~tarian in helping to guide yeur child, being there, 
spending time and investing time in your child. I think that it's really old-fashioned stuff, it's 
emotionally, I have a quote it in my book that as you become a mother, to have a heart outside 
yourbody for the rest of your life and yet it:'s a real delicate balance to;be the worrier but to also 
recognize that you can't control everything; you can't even control everythging in a 10 year old's 
life. That's why I can't even imagine not having been a mother, in terms of my own life, the 
things you learn about yourself and the kina 

! 

of person you are and you see yourself reflected in 
your child as she gropes through different stages. And top be constantly aware ofwhat your 
strong feeling as are without smothering an~ overwhelming this little person. It's a very tough 
issues and you know, I think, in some ways~, it's harder now. I've talke~ to my mother and my 
mother- 's friends they had a lot of work t~ do around the house. They didn't have a lot of time 
to sit around and worry about if there child is not cute or playdays or what grammar school he's 
going to get into - that's not something the~ were really worried about;- they'd wash on Monday 
and iron on Tuesday and there was a routint and that if you go back to my grandmother's days, 
great grandmothers days, women always had so inuch to do, so much physical work to do, in the 
fields and the homes and the factories. It wJs just very hard and still, when I go to places and I 
look at the work they do - you know, up before dawn and (inaudible) ~p bef9re to dawn to milk 
the cows (inaudible) or to herd the livestocR - work all day, cook the food, do the household 
tasks. It's an enormously exhausting physic;allabor. So children are Part of an integrated life. We 
now live in a time, where those of us who ate so privileged, that being a mother, raising a child is 
a separate task because so much else is tak~n care of by labor-saving devices or delegation. So 
you put in so much effort and worry about that part of your life, but a 16t of the difficulti~s that I 
think a lot of us feel is because it's so constiming. We're not just with ababy on our hip, out in . 
the fields, gathering the firewood, or whate+er it is we do, still in other :parts of the world, 
certainly before the last generation of women in this country. So, I think that also women in our 
country, in our society, in most advanced eqonomies now, lead pretty isolated lives. I mean it's 
you and your baby, unless you have some help, your husband - but it's that nuclear family. 

1 , 



Whereas in most parts of the world, child watching and rearing is shru;ed by family members, 
extended family, neighbors - you know, e~erybody is kind of in the mix,' and even in Europe, 
most kids live with their parents until they !get rriarried even if they go:to auniversity. So the ' 
extended family is there's man more han~ to do the work, and frankly, carry the worry. So I 
think that none of us would trade what we have now for the extraordiriarily hard job of being a 

\ ' 	 ,

woman in most parts of the world. But it ~ould be nice of we kirid of carried with us some 

memory of the values and living arrangements that over tens of thousands of years, evolved to 

really support the caring of children. It's erldlessly fascinating to me -:we are so blessed, but 
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there's just a lot of stress and a lot of questions about how we manage it. 
I think that we have to make it poss'ible for people to be both good workers and good 

parents. And that means that we have to inhlce work pay, so that the j o~s pe'ople have on the 
lower end of the incom~ scale, will get th~ out of poverty. Because if someone's working 40
50-60 hours a week, they ought to be able to be out poverty. Now it may not be with the wages 
that they're paid, but with health insurancelfor theirchildren, subsidizyd childcare, public . 
transportation - that there ought to be enou'gh in-kind benefits that it's: possible to really piece 
together a coherent life with a living wage find we're not'doing that. There are a lot of people 
who (inaudible) from healthcare to work who are really struggling hard to keep it all together and 
I think we ought to.be more helpful in soci6ty. I 'Yent to a wonderful program last week in New 
York City by the Polish (inaudible) for the ;Homeless and its called the First Step program and 
whatthey're going to work for is agree to Ittentor welfare recipients arid it's not just "I'll meet . 
you onc:e a week for an hour" it's "Let me ~how you how to dress, let ~e drive you'places you 
need to go, let me get ajob interview you n:eed, let me be there for your kids." It's a very 
intensive, person-to-person relationship. I Jras so impr~ssed and move:d by the stories on both 
sides, You know, the bank vice presidents kd the advertising execs who are the mentors and the 
younger women who are the first-step partibpants. Ijust really hope that we're going to take 
seriously this prosperity to do something a~out the people who are left behind and who are 
marginalized. You know, we fall into sevei;al categories. There are working people who are 
doing everything we can expect them to do: and still having a really hard time, finding enough 
time to spend with their children, making e~ough money to get out of poverty, therefore I think 
we need to support and make a commitment to them. There are people; who are in dangerous or 

. I 

difficult circumstances of domestic violenc~, mental or physical illness, that is not being treated 
adequately and we should try to provide m6re services and support fotthem. 

I was impressed when I was at the twCA in White Plains yes~erday - they still were on 
a residential program, which most Ws usedlto do but very few still do and they still found they 
need it because they had so many women ~ho left abusive relationships, who were divorced and 
dislocated homemakers, who had substanc~ abuse problems that they Iiad worked out of or didn't 
yet have steady employment, treatable but ~till debilitating mental or physical illnesses - so 
providing a safe place for these women to live and work enabled them ;to get their roots down ,. 	 , 

and go out and be able to do something in t~e community to make.a living. 
, We need to be doing that. I'm parti~ularly concerned about young mothers who, 15, 16, 

. 	17 years old who.have babies that they can~t very well take of. We haye got to do rriore to help 
them be better parents or we perpetuate the Igenerational (inaudible) and there's another 
wonderful program that I visited up in Rochester New York, which is called the Second Chance 
Home where women come and live for a y~ar or two and where they ar;e effectively (inaudible). 

So I think there's a lot we can do, arid I think we're, so right to ~ay "this is great, 

(inaudible), we've had a lot blessings, but h~ow do we give back?" And giving back can be done 
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not only on the broad basis of society, but :on an individual basis as w~ll. People can do this 
mentoring work, they can give \contributiohs to gn;:mps that are successful, people can go the 
extra mile by helping someone by tutoring, or provide transportation for people to go doctors' 
appointments or whatever it might be, I juSt think there's a lot ofways we can all give back. 

Well, I think this is the most unusu:al position that anyone will, ever have (inaudible). 
Because, it is not ajob, it's not really written down anywhere what you're supposed to do, each 
person has to tryto know that her needs add desires are, I respect many ofthe decisions that my 
predeccesors have made, some have been totally devoted to their husbands and his well-being 
and their families, some have been very a4ive in the public arena and:some have tried to balance 

.' a little bit of both. You never know what y~:m want to try to do unless you~re in the position. But 
I of course, was very interested in trying to continue the work I've be~ doing for more than 30 
'years with chilcken and families and wom~n and public education and healthcare, so for me, it 
was a great pFivilege to be here and to trY tp become involved in important causes that I thought 
could really help people. " : 

So I've been really grateful that I'v~ been involved in extending healthcare to children 
and changing the healthcare system to ma~e it easier for people who 19se their jobs to keep their 
health insurance. I'm going to try to do everything I can to provide quality affordable healthcare 
to every American. And I've been really pl1eased·that I've been able to, have a role in helping to . 
change the adoption and foster care syste~ - it's something I've worked on since I was a law 
student. It's not only a concern I have, but ~ think it's an obligation of society when we take a 
child away from that child's family and alt~ough it may be the social worker, the probation 
officer, the judges on' the front line dealing iwith the individual child, every one of us has the 
responsibility because it was done in the name ofwhole society. So we've made a lot of changes 
there, and we have work still to do but at le1ast we're heading in the right direction trying to sp'eed 
up the process, trying to provide more tax i~centives for adoption, and helping kids who age out 
of foster care to keep some support systeIci in place so they're not tottllly alone. 

I've also been involved in a lot of ~ther issues, trying to support children's hospitals 
(inaudible, end of tape) , : 
So this next year, (inaudible) that came frotln Medicare didn't go to childrens' hospitals, so we're 
trying to provide more funding for that. I al~o was involved in trying t6 help gulf war veterans 
who had returned from the gulfwith inexplicable, debilitating illnesses that I was very worried. 
about and we increased the research and wJ also tried to increase the resources available. 

, I . 

I think that in every way, whether it's advancing microcredit here or abroad, whether it'sl 
working on behalf of improving education, !particularly charter schools and preschools, childcare, 
afterschool care, summer school programs f all of these things that I think make a very big 
difference, I've just been thrilled to be a pat,i of trying to help advance:an agenda that is aimed at 
improving lives of children and making oui families stronger. : 

I think that we still have a lot ofwork to do. Our public school~ are not what they sho~ld 
be yet, our health care system doesn't take care of everybody it shoulditake care of - there still 
are too many guns that fall into the hands of criminals or children. I'm~concerned about the ' 

I 

environment. I think we have a lot of probl~ms that have'to be addressed. I'm very proud of the 
record that the President has created on the ;economy but there are peop'le who are left behind and 
we have to do more to make sure that this e~onomic expansion contim~es and reaches as many . 
Americans as possible. There are issues onthe international agenda liKe the (inaudible) test ban 
treaty, trying to end the nuclear proliferatio~ race and make sure that we never live in a world 
beset by terrorists or rope states with biological or chemical warfare. I'~e traveled to many 



, 

countries that are beginning to really sink their roots, in a democracy but there's a lot of work to 
be done and I hope we continue that work to support them and when we started the women's 
agenda, I want to keep doing everything I ~an to make sure that wom~n's issues are at the top of 
the American domestic and foreign agenda. 

So then, I'm very grateful I've hadithis chance and I've very proud of the progress we've 
made, there's always more to be done. , 

Probably because of the work to be done. I am more convinced than ever that it matters, 
who votes in the Senate and what they votb about. The economic plan: in 1993 passed by only 
one vote and it made a huge difference in the quality oflife Of so many of us. Family and 
Medical Leave Act was vetoed twice befoie finally it was passed and signed into law. The Fein 
bill was passed by a very small margin. You can go issue after issue and on matters that are of 
great concern to me and work that I've do~e for three decades, I've ju~t had to face up to the fact 
that much of what I hope to continue is dependent upon who's there. So when the people from 

f ' 

New York invited me to consider this, I w¥ very surprised, but I listened and I realized that the 
, concerns that I had were the ones that NeW: Yorkers shared. And I always wanted to live in New 
York. I had hoped to make plans to live there after the White House and had talked to my 
husband about it and we agreed it would b~ a place where we'd have ~ home and I didn't think I 
would be moved in and settled, as I am now, a year before but I'm exCited by the great 
opportunities I see to work with so many ~onderful people around NeW York deal with these 
problems. ~ 

And it's been so far, an incredible experience. Ifs a beautiful state, one of the most 
fascinating, complex places in the world; it's a state that's always been on the leading edge of the 
American economy, American politics, sodial and cultural changes and it remains th~re cause it's 

I , ' 

a dynamic, vibrant society. And yet it also has problems. New York n9w has the second highest 
rate ofpoverty in the country. Although porerty's gone down around ~he nation, it has not gone 
down in New York City and New York State. And now, New York State has the biggest gap 
between the rich and the poor in any state ih the country. So despite th~ extraordinary progress 
that's been made throughout New York Sdte, there are real problems I feel a particular need to 
address. If I'm fortunate enough to serve in! the Senate I will work very hard on concerns that 
I've had for all of these years with the peoBle ofNew York in the Semite to try to bring about 
positive change. 

I think that's what a campaign's fori and I respect anyone's des~re to really be convinced 
that their vote will count and that it mattersfwho is the candidate and what the candidate stands 

, for and I think I have to eam the vote of ev~ryone and I respect the pe~ple who say that "I want 
to make sure she's doing it for the right re~ons, that she cares about people like me, that she 
understands what my life is like and that sh:e'll fight for me and my family in the United States 

, I , 

Senate. And I have to talk about what I've done for 30 years. And the eommon experiences I've 
shared as a worned mom and as a working lnother and as a person who had a babysitter call and 
say "I'm sick and the baby's sick" and not pow where to turn for help when you have to be 
somewhere at work. I understand those kind of pressures and that's been my personal experience 
and my life's work has been trying to, throrlgh the public activities that I've engaged in and 
through the candidates ahd causes I've sup~orted, try to make the soci((ty, our society, more 
respectful and responsive to women's needS and interests and particularly to the social 
challenges of raising children in today's w~rld. ' : 

I think it's only fair that people saYI"I want to be convinced." And I'm going to do my 
very best to convince everybody in this caII;1paign. ' , ' 



She [Chelsea] is a very understanding daughter, and very supportive. She believes that 
each person should do what's best for that person and we have long talks about it and she's been 
just very helpful, giving me good advice. I i 

I'll do what I would've done I w~l1.write and I will speak and I will be involved in these 
issues, I will be an advocate for these cau4es, I will probably be connected with a foundation or 
an academic institution in some way. I'm 'going to do the same thing~ that I would do otherwise 
and I will either do them in the Senate on behalf of all of the people ofNew York or I will be an 
advocate for those same issues, trying to riersuade whoever is in the Senate to vote for raising the 

I ' 

minimum wage or expanding unearned t~ credit for working people,' putting more teachers in . 
the classrooms lower class size in our pub~ic schools, or helping to repair those schools that are 
disrepair or deal with the NRA and stand ~p to them and try to get gups off our streets and out of 
the hands of children and criminals. I'll sti,ll be doing that. ' 

We have been thumbing through 20 years of marriage and finding gifts that we were 
given when we were first married that we ~idn't have a place to use or didn't need to use because 
we lived in, first the Arkansas Governor's :Mansion and now The White House, so we had a lot 
of old pictures we hadn't seen for awhile, ~lot ofknicknacks and littl¢ memorabilia that have not 
seen the light of day and have been in box~s forever and are out on the shelv~s again, pieces of 
furniture that we bought that we had in ou~ house in 1983 that we cou~dn't find a place for, in 
The White House, we remember where we bought it and when we bought it - it's just been a 
great discovery for us to see these things again and try to place them all and make use of them all 
in our new home. : , 

I don't even know where to start - bId rocking chairs, tables a.J.}d old clocks, just 
everything that we haven't had an occasion to use. It's nice having our,own house, it's nice 

I 

having our things around' us, although a challenge trying to figure out where to fit everything in. 
We've accumulated a lot of things, we're Qoth kind ofpackrats and we have a lot of stuff. 
(Inaudible) It's ajoy, having our own plac~. ' , ' 


