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Thank you éH Haf:»py St. Petrick’s Da}if and welcome to thve

- White House. Before we begm [ want to thank all of the amazing
performers who have filled the White House W1th poetry and music
and dance this evening: Nobe] Pnze winner Seamus Heaney; the
New Centyry Celi Band; the St’ep Dancers and Musicians; Robert
‘White and his acéompani;st Brian Zeger [ZEE;'-ger]v,\.and the Belfast
Handbell Choir, who have shown what is possible when children
defy generations of hatred to sing-together n %eaee. Please join

- me in giving all of our performers another round of applause.

‘This is our last St. Patrick’s Day‘eveht' oif this Administration.
And, T want to thank ever@yone ’who has ceme ghere to make it the .,
very best. We are delighted to be joined this evening by Senator
‘Mitchell; Prime Minister Ahern; party lea‘dersé; Members of the |

~ Cabinet and Members of Congres.s.

This is an event that Bill and.I look forward every year.
"Maybe it’s because we get to see so many II‘lSh Americans, friends
of Ireland, and h‘lSh guests all together in one p]aee Maybe it’s .
because, and I certainly speak for myself here, that it’s the one day

'
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we all get to be frish.



And maybe its because, we areremjndezd yet again that
Ireland is a part of all of us -- part of our couﬁt_ry“’s» past and future,
:partvof our dreams and hopes for peace. |
And; that has certaih]y ne{(er beéﬁ more important than now;
I will always remember tilat first trip to Ire]aﬁd Zt'hat Bill and | took
n 1995 espema]]y the thousands of people who fﬂled the streets.
We have seen — and leamed — S0 much since then We have seen
that the peace, once 1magmed by peets and prophets is possible.
We have seen — espemaﬂy il the last few months — that the road to
peace will have its bumps and setbacks And we have seen that
peace must be made not on]y among 1eaders but also among |
citizens...those women and men -- who lived for died for, fought
for, and yes, voted for a n‘ewfuture. | |
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I have often talked about the women I’ ve met n Northem
Ireland through our govemment S Vltal Vmces m1t1 atwe It was
these women — and others like them who used to say asilent
- prayer for a husband or chlld to come home safely It was these
- women who decided to end the violence and blgods 1ed, knowmg
that What théy had in corrﬁl_lon was far more important than what
drove them apart. And it 1s these women Whoimust now be full

‘participants in building a peacéfui, prosperousl, Northern Ireland.
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‘Many of them are here w;;ith us today —and I want to‘,welcome
them. We just came fr_orr:1 a sma_ll gathering, \:Vhere the American
Ireland Fund presented aigenerous contributiém to Vital Voices in
Northern Ireland. So, bebalf of all those women and men, boys
'and girls whose comrhunjties will be safer, whose 1ives.wi11. be
better, I want to publicly ',thank the American Ireland Fund.
Yeats once wrote: CIf‘I have spread my dréams under your

" feet. Tread softly, becaﬁsle you tread on my dreams.” Those
words cbuld have been sﬁoken by the children of Northern Ir.eland.

It is their dreams that we must tread softly on, their dreams we

must fulfill.

And ho one :_has worked hérder to do that then the President.
Since we first came here, seven plus yéars agoi, [ have watched him
| work day and night for pe%ace n Nort_hem Irel@nd. Our many |
wonderful trips together to Belfast and Dublinéand other plaées
have only strengthened his resolve. And, I know that he will work:
until his very last day in office...and his very 1“ast days on this |
‘earth...to make sure that al;ll children can grow i,up together in
peace. It is my great honor to introduce nﬁy hp§band, the President

of the United States, Bill Clinton.



