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Good afte11100n. I am delight~d to join Reatha Clqrk King in welcoming you to 
Independent Sector's annual conferel1ce. I know you will soon hear from my friend Vartan 
GregOlian, and later from Dorothy Stoneman and Jeff SWaIiz, three people whose work has 
transfolmed the lives of so many. 

I also understand that you are ,celebrating a big bitthday tomon'ow night. But, because of 
all you've done these past 20 years, '-Ye are also celebrating some extraordinary 
accomplishments. More citizens, here and abroad, are coming to understand the cliticallink 
between our democracy and the comrhunity service, philanthropy, and non-profit sector s that 
gives it life. And more Americans are donating their time and resources. Just last year, 109 
million people in our country completed more than 19 billion hours of community service work 
and over 70 percent of American fam~lies donated a record high $190 billion to charity. 

None of that would have been possible without, your founding Chailman, John Gardener, ' 
who has been such a beacon to all ofus who care about the civic life of our nation. And it 
wouldn't have been possible without .Brian O'Connell, Sara Melendez, Peter Goldberg and so 
many of you here who have, for the past two decades, worked so tirelessly on these issues. 

But, as you know better than anyone, we must do much more. Just imagine the progress 
we could make if every American faniily increased its giving by just 1 pei'cent of its income. We 
could offer child care to more than 6 million children, deliver 250 million more meals to seniors 
confined to their homes, and bring early education to evelY low-income child in America. We 
could provide shelter to 4 million people, save all the rare books in our libraries, and still,have 
more than enough money left overtoicreate the equivalent of the Ford Foundation each year. 

, 

That is why exactly one year ago, the President and I hosted the first white House . 
I 

Conference on Philanthropy. We wanted to inculcate the spirit of service in our young people, 
to inspire new groups of people to give, and to create innovative avenues for giving. 

I want to thank you for taking: on this challenge by working on new initiatives, like the 
recent ePhilanthropy Conference. THank you for bringing people together to find solutions to 
our most persistent problems. And, 3;bove all, thank you for strengthening our great American 
tradition of philanthropy - and encouraging others to do the same, 


