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I want t~ thank Vi Peterson for her work in this forum but also for the work she does 
everyday along with her husband ot'tr Ambassador. FUlther and ,deepen the relationships between 
the United States and Vietnam I th:ank you an for gathering here, I thank you for your \Valm 
words ofwelcome Madam Pied. I vhank you for your explanation of the eff01ts that are on going 
on behalf of women here in Vietnarh. I'm palticularly pleased that we have four members of the 
US Congress here with us. They arb Palt of the President's delegation, I'd would ask them to 
just stand becaus'e I think it is impoitant that we recognize that we have political leaders in 

, addition to the President who are here on this trip, And will the four members of congress, 
including a woman member of con~'ess will stand, (Applause) 

, , 

I know ~hat we're going to ~e hearing in just a few minutes from the members of the 
panel and I'mlooking f01ward to tnat. Yet I'm also aware of how each ofthe women on the 
panel and all ofyou in the audience' represent countless other women who are taking they 
rightful places in government, aI)d business, and heath and law, education, Who are mnning 
families and falms, who doing the hard work ofthis society as women do through out the world, 

I " 

I'm also pleased that we wil't be hearing so many of the Vital Voices Vietnamese women 
this afternoon,' I'm grateful also to ~hemen who al'e here, I don't want them to feli left out or " 
mal'ginalized because the stmggle for women's progress depends upon our fathers and hJlsbands 
and b:'others and sons. ~o it is wonpelful that we have so many men. here as well. I want to say 
a paltlcular word ofgratItude to the; government and the people of VIetnam for the Walm 
welcome that has been given to my: husband, my daughter, my mother, who is with us, and our 
entire delegation. As you know, an'd as Vi said I'm about to be leaving the White House and this 
will be celtainly be one of our vel)'~last eff01ts to travel abroad on behalf of the US. But his nip, 
is especially imp01tant and I'm hon;ored to be here with the President to make the first official 
visit by a United States President tq Hanoi. 

From the minute I got off thle plane I saw women working in the fields andthen I met a 

number of successful women mnnihg business because I have personally added to the GDP of 

the country of Vietnam, (Laughter) INow this '0f course is nothing new. Throughout hi'st01)' 

women in Vietnam and my counn~ and through out the world have played a pivotal role in their 

societies, I'm impressed, however,: at the role of women in Vietnam going back far and to the 

beginning of your hist01)'. As.r just saw when I had a Vel), blief tour of the beautiful museum it 

contains so much inf01matio~ abou1t the lich hist01)' of Vietnam. I'm also am well aWal'e of the 

lal'ge number of Vietnamese wome~ who attended the 4th United Nations world conference on 

Women in Beijing and the NGO fO~'um in Hairou. And I'm please that the I've been able to see 

some of the women who were, withi us in Beijing and also in Hairou. 


1have been plivileged overlthe past eight years to sit with women from all over the world 



to talk about how we translate the p~'omises of Beijing and the women's conference into reality in 
the every day lives of women and girls. In conversation after conversation l'm struck not so 
much by our differences between us but by our remarkable similarities. In many, many ways 
women all want the same thing we want our lights and dignity to be respected, we want to live 
free from violence and discIiminatiGm, we want our children, both our sons and our daughters, to 
have the chance to reach their full pbtential.We want the education and health care, the credit, 
and the jobs and all the other tools 6foppOltunity that· are necessary to lift up our own lives, the 

I 

lives of our families, and the lives of our countries. 

Yesterday, in a visit to a villhge I made with my daughter, I met women who through the 
help of the Women's Union are rec~iving small micocredit loans that are tran~fOlming their 
lives. I was privileged to attend a meeting of the bon-owing groups. And met the women in that 

. I 

village who have bOlTowed money over the last five years and are making that money work in 
their lives as they develop their busi!ness fmther, as they expand their homes, as they send their 

• I 

children to school. 

And just this moming I went to excavation sight where Vietnamese are working along 
side Americans trying to, in.the ful1~st possible. way, account for all of our missing solders and 
military and civilian personal. It is 4eltainly well know in this country, as well as in our own, 
that women from both sides suffereq greatly during tqe war, saclificing their lives, burying their 
husbands, their brothers and children. In the past we were united mostly by shared pain. But 
I'm encouraged that today we are udited by a vision of a blighter shm:ed future. 

Thvre is a lot we can leam frbm one and other and there is a lot we can do together. 

Many in Vietnam have told me, for 6xample, about the work that is accruing to improve 


I 

children's health and especially yom~ very high childhood immunization rated, for which 1 
congratulate you. I'm also impressed by the high literacy rate that has been achieved in 
Vietnam. And I know from my many Vietnamese-American fliends as well as what J have seen 
in my shOlt visit here thattheenterpI~ising nature of the Vietnamese people means that the future 
is unlimited. .. 

II have also heard about the challenges that are faced, and we will talk about those 
challenges. There is so much positi~e that is happening in your country as is happening in my 
country that it is important for us to 11emember that we still have work to do. So we will be 
discussing some of that work this afternoon. From trafficking to economic participation for 
women to the problem of HIV IAIDS. And I have also leamed that one of the biggest threats to 

. the health and lives of children is not~ infectious disease but preventable injmies. This is 
I 

something that weknow quite a bit apout in my country because we have been working on 
preventing injuries for several decad~s. 

I know that my govemment has been working with your govemment and Ambassador 
Peterson has been particularly involv~ed. And they have been working with UNICEF to create a 
new safety awareness initiative to pr~vent children from drowning, or falling and being 
poisoned, bumed or being electrocut~d, falling victim to trafti~ accidents and 1 have celtainly 
seen the bicycles and motorbikes and I know how frequent accidents are. J leamed that such 
accidents alone kill approximately 500 children a month. Therefore I'm very pleased to 

http:pbtential.We


• 
announce. for you today that the USlfund for Ul\l1CEF has pledged at least 10. million doll~rs 
toward thIS eff011. So that we can work together to help save thousands of VIetnamese chIldren 
from these deadly injuries that acro~s the board take so many life evelY month and from 

I 

disabling injures that cause a life of!disability that needs to be dealt with and hopefully can be 
prevented. 

I look forward to continuingl the work, as Vi said, in my new capacity as United States 
Senate working with members of cqngress such as those who are with us today. To deepen and, 
strengthen the relationship and paI1$ership between our two govemments. But even more 
imp011antly between our two peoples. Because it is that personal relationship and that constant 
replenishing of our friendship and phl1nership that will provide a velY strong foundation for our 
activities in the future, I'm PaI1icul~rly hopeful tobe involved in the ongoing work here and 
around the world providing greater 0pp011unities for women andgirls. J think that, we all know 

I ' 

that, for too many women in the wO~'ld today life is velY hard, with many long hours of labor, 
with very little pleasure and recreati~:m, and few, if any, luxuries. And yet evelY woman that J 
know, as I said in the beginning, hojbes for the same things for herself and her children. And that 
is what we can work together to tlY to achieve, Thank you velY much, (Applause) 

RemaI'ks during Q & A 

HRC: .. ,societal alTangements are o'ften not reflective of the aspirations or dreams that a society 
holds of itself. So cel1ainly the stat~ment gender equity, independence and commitment to 
equality is found in the documents ahd in the aspirations of the people and govemment of 
Vietnam are comparable to what is stated in document in many pal1s of the world, I think 
cel1ainly what is different here is th~t there is a history of women working along side men and 
fighting along side men. Being invdlved in the struggles for independence and nation building. 
So that unlike other counties where ~here isn't a history of grass roots realistic gender equality 
that is not the case here. ' 

But I also impressed by what has been said about how there is a contiilUation of old 
challenges and new challenges. Thd old challenges are velY common ones. The distribution of 
labor within the family still in most Societies, including yours and~ine, means that women do 
much of the work to be done for the kell being of the family often outside the home as well as 

I 

inside the home. It also means that there are lingering questions or evidence of discrimination in 
. I . 

the outside world about women that have to be over come. And I think that much of what 1 hear 
you doing from new labor codes to t1king on the challenges of gender equity in evelY respect are 
comparable to what is happening els¢where. 

I 

I 

On the other hand, there seen) to be some new challenges that I would like to know more 
about. The minister spoke about theinew challenge of trafficking which I have spent time 
working on because it is a modem fqlID of slavelY which has sprung up in the world, because to 
some extent globalization, to some e~tent the demand for services that one does not want to pay 
for on the market or does not feel should be illegal in some settings. The trafficking of women 
and children has become an intematibnal problem and I commend the govemment of Vietnam 
which has been a leader in helping a~dress this issue around the world. 

! 



I'm also impressed by the move toward privatization, equitation and open markets which 
we were heating discussed because iof the changes in the economy. I personally believe, and 1 
mentioned this at dinner last night t6 President Loung that I really do believe that Vietnam has 
and extraordinary oppOltunity to flomish in the global market place because of the intelligence 
and the hat'd work and the enterptis~ of the Vietnamese people. And as we have just heard the 
tansfonnation of REE to a private e4uity company has benefited workers and the society at large. 
Yet 1 know this presents new challe~ges~that have to be addressed and we heard about some of 
the social cost of trying to integrate :women into the modern work force and 1 must say that those 
are cost that we have not yet figured out how to deal with in the United States. The balance of 

I . 

family and work in a market economy without the subsides that were provided in the past means 
that it is a difficult effOlt that wome~face to be both good parents and fill their home 
responsibilities as well as what they; do out in the market place. Not many societies, that I'm 
aware of, have yet figured out how 1:'0 do that. So we at'e all breaking new ground there. And I 
know that is one of the new challen~es that you confront. 

I , 
I • 

. I 

The challenge ofHIV/AIDS; in patticular, its impact on women is something again that I 
commend your government for addt~essing. Other governments in other 90untlies have not been 
so fOlthcoming and have paid a very big price, because they have failed to address the reality of 
HIVIAIDS and have failed to educate their public and take preventive measure. The fact that the 
government ofVietnam is addressin'g this is a very impOltant step because celtainly the sweep of 
the epidemic ofHIV/AIDS is beginrting to come across Asia and will be dramatic impact on the 
health cat'e'systems in these societie~ unl ess governments and people can get ahead of it. So 
your work is extremely impOltant inithis regard. 

e' There are many issues that ai'e both old challenges, how we translate into reality what our 
I . 

aspirations are and new challenges tpat have come upon the world scene in the last ten or so 
years that we are struggling with. Tpe impact of globalization, as the President said yesterday at 
the univerSity, is not going to go aw~y simply because we wish it would. It is hear to stay. It is 
'I ike a force of nature. We can be unhappy about the weather ,but we have to prepare to deal with 
it or take the consequencesofit. Th~ same is true of the global economy. Those nations which 
are prepared to educated their work torce to be flexible and creative whi<;h are characteristic of 
the Vietnatnese people will flourish in the global economy. The challenges how we take those 
steps that will best prepare people p4tticulat'ly women so we don't add to the burden of women 
but create oppOltunities that will hel~ alleviate those burdens. 

. So those are some ofthepoirits I was impress by in the presentation. Cettainly the way 
that our young catalyst we train therrl to be challenges, opportunities, and dreams is an .apt 
descliption for us at any point in ourjlife but celtainly for the young. And since much of what 
we are doing is really for the next generation, which is patticularly impOltant for Vietnam since 
you have such a lat'ge, younger gene,'ation, to do what you are doing now at this self examination 
and to take advantages of the global ~con'omy is a very wise undeltaking indeed. One that will 
bear true in my opinion. I know we ~on't haye much more time but I'd like to.hear a few more 
words from some or the panelist abo}!t how they see for the future. In your view, can Vietnam 
do what I believe is possible? To leap frog the development steps that other nations have had to 
go through patticularly with respect ~o the infrastmcture issues because the infrastructure is key 



to providing the communication anc;i transpiration needs that will enable the hard work and the 
enterplise of the Vietnamese people to be successful in the larger world. 

! 

HRC: ... is intended to, provide a means for women and men but mostly for women. To trade 
info on many of the subjeCts discus~ed here. What are the best strategies against domestic 
violence a probfem in evelY society~ one that is often not acknowledged but which is debilitating 
to woman and children? What is best way for women to get into business and have the skills 
needed to be competitive? Women lin govemment, how can they exchange ideas and be part of a 
broad global network so that if something creative like the work that is being done here on 
trafficking is spread to other countt~es? Maybe legislators from other nations would leam from 
what has happened here.in the natio'nal assembly and be interested in following up on that. Or 
HIVIAIDS or any of the issues whi~h we have discussed. 

I 

So the Vital Voices initiativ~ we hope will continue in the private sector after this 
administration. And I intend to be involved in it because what we have found around the world 
it that there is so much infOlmation that is useful if it comes from practical experience not j List 
abstract discussion but how exactly!do we do it? How do we pass laws, as you were talking 

I 

about, on trafficking or on labor sta~dards? What can we leam from other societies? So I 
certainly hope that we can continue ithis conversation in the future, both though the means of the 
Vital Voices initiative, and tough work that we might do together. I will certainly look forward 
to being involved in my own countt.y in furtheling and deepening the relationships with Vietnam 
and particularly with Vietnamese woman so that the world we are ttying to create to fulfill the 
opportunities, the dreams, of our yo~ng women and men can come closer to reality in the future . 

.e Thank you velY much. (Applause) 

e, 



