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.. and I thank you for having all the children here to greet and welcome us today.

It is hard to believe that the Presfident’s visit to Vietnam will be coming to an end |
in a few hours. This has been a very quicial few days for my husband, my daughter, my
mother and me.. That is in large part because of the warm welcome we’ve received. First
in Hanoi and now in Ho Chi Minh Ci,tyf. I am very grateful to the government and to the
citizens, who lined the streets to greet'ufs,‘ who stopped their bicycles and mopeds, to .
smile and waved to us as we passed by; Itis hard not to notice how young and
enthusiastic this country is. And what great promise the people of Vietnam have for the

i
'

future they are creating,

" I must admit that over the last ﬁéw days I have found myself overcome by

emotion on many occasions when I tho:ught about how dramatically our relationship has

changed since my own youth -- when (;)ur countries were at war. Back then, I never could
have imagined that the United States afnd Vietnam would sign the historic Bilateral Trade
Agreement this past summer. Nor couild I have imagined seeing what | saw yesterday
when Vietnamese and Americans were working side by side in arice field, at an
excavation site, to find the remains of an American pilot. His two sons were right there,
looking on, and hoping that, after all th;:se years, they will finally be able to bring their
father home. -

We will never erase the past — 'or ease the pain once felt, not only by men, but by
the'women in Vietnam and America, who like those throughout history, hel d then
families and countries together durmg: the conflicts. Decades ago, women in both our
countries were united by their sharéd pain. Today, we are joined by a shared vision of a

better future for our daughters and SQI?:lS.



Although this will be one of our family’s last trips overseas while my husband is
President. I’'m so pleased we could corﬁe to Vietnam on this historic visit at this time to
strengthen our ﬁ‘iéndship between our government and most importantly between our
people. For me is has been a special plqasure to see first hand the critical role that

women are playing in building a more prosperous Vietnam.

- _
‘When we landed in Hanoi, and clirove in from the airport, | saw ' women scattered

through the beautiful green fields, W01'k1:ng the land. And then I went shopping and | saw
: |

many women running successful busine;sses in Hanoi and now today in Ho Chi Minh

City. As visited with the women and as 1 watched them work I know how much women

were contributing to the economy and society of Vietnam.

Yesterday, [ met with women leaders in Hanoi. Leaders in law, government,
business, health care, labor, education, a;md every sector of society. We held a panel
discussion at the history museum. One 'pf the women who spoke had left home at 16, and

“studied in Russia. For six years, she diciin’t see her family. Later, she went to the United
States to the Harvard Law School, and )}et after having being to Russia and to the United
States she could not wait till she 1‘etume:d to Vietnam. Where, like so many young people
I’ve met she wanted to make a differencie for her country. Today, she Works at the
United Nations Development Program i:mproving labor law, and working for justice for

all.

Another woman at the forum yesterday was from Ho Chi Minh City. She is the
head of R.E.E., one of the first state entesrprises to be privatized and listed on the new
Vietnam Stock Exchange. She was a very impressive businesswomén who represents the
promises of your new economy. And yiet, she told us that it wasn’t easy to persuade the
people around her that equitization was ;the right route to go. But her hard work and her
vision, her dream of the future has paid off. The size of her workforce h‘as more than
 tripled, her stock value of her company 'has multiplied 20 times over, and her employees

have better pay and Wdrking conditions.f



Sitting next to this successful woman was a 15 year-old girl who has t1'a{/e]ed the
- world representing Vietnam. She told 1’15 that she thought that the title of our forum -~
challenges and opportunities — left something out. It needed to include dreams as well
because young people shouldn’t be limited by today’s opportunities and challenges but
should have the confidence as we saw tﬂle children here earlier to dream what is possible
for themselves and their society. The young woman yesterday and the children today can ‘
dream of what is poésiblé because of thé new experiences that have come with chan ging
times. But also because of their mothe1‘£, their grandmothers, and great-grandmothers

who cleared the path before them.

Every time a woman is elected to political office, or wins an Olympic medal, or
creates a business, she is breaking barriers and paying honor to those who came before.
In this room today there are many WilO hgive struggled and sacrificed so that their
daughters and sons could live their dreaims. And women have played a very important

. tole, for thousands of years in the historfy of Vietnam. I’ve read about the Hi-Bah-
Choong sisters who led an army of 80,0b0 against the Chinese occupants. And about

V Bah-Chew, who was described as 9 feet{ tall and able to walk 500 leagues in a day. Now
that is often said about woman who are able to manéged the many stresses of our daily
lives. Sometimes we all feel we must bEe 9 feet tall just to do the work that has to be
done. | |

In the Vietnamese Women’s MQseum in Hanoi, visitors are greeted by a towering
gold statue of a Vietnamese mother, grabeful and beaming with confidence. On her
shoulder is a young child, arms outstgetéfhed, like the children we saw, who are singing to
make this earth thei1‘-owp. Inside that museum are images of many of the women who
built Vietnam in your fields and facthie:s, 1n your homes and on your battlefields. One of
its most extensive exhibits is devoted toi the large group of women from all over Vietnam -
and from every walk of life who t1‘avele!d, in 1995, to the United Nations 4™ world
Conference on Women in Beijing and t}:le NGO Forum in Hairou. That brought together
50,000 women from all over the world \?VhO were committed to improving the lives of

women in their own countries.



I know some of you went to that? conference, both the official conference and the
NGO forum. I was fortunate to speak at both. When I spoke at the NGO Forum in
Hairou many people were stuck in the 1‘£1in and turned away. But, | remember seeing a
large group 6f Vietnamese women wholmade it inside the hall. 1. was*told that they had
waifed in line since four o’clock in the morning. It demonstrated once again tﬁe
resilience and creativity of Vietnam Wo?mcn. I will always be touched by that.

|

And I will never forget the variety of banners that stretched across the Great Wall.
Some of the Vietnamese banners depictied women working in the fields and yeaming for
peace. Like all the banners from all over the world, the Vietnamgse women had stitched
into their banﬁ;:rs their cultures and hisﬁ01ies, their hopes and dreams. The theme of these
bénncrs was “Women Weaving the Wofr]d Together.” And that is, what women have
always done, and what women pamculs;u*]y have been dong since the Beijing conference.
Because while the delegates to the Worﬁen’s conference might have.wore different
clothing, or spoke different languages, and came from different communities, we all
spoke in the same mother tongue. Waﬁiﬁng the same things in life for ourselves and our
families.

In one voice we proclaimed for the world to hear that, in this century, economic »
progress depends on the progress of wo?men. Political process depends on the progress of
women. And that women’s rights are h;uman rights and human rights are women’s rights.
Although we said that, there are some v;fho can’t understand what it means. | remember
being on a Voice of America radio prog:ram after the conference. A man called from the
Middle East and he asked me the follov;wing question: “What did you mean by saying that
women’s rights were human rights?” T'asked him to close his eyes for a minute and think
of all the rights that he, as a man took f61' granted: the right to education, the right to
healtﬁ care, the right to live free from v;io]ence in one’s home or walking down the street,
the right to be treated with dignity, to e§<press one’s feelings freely, to be heard. The

right, in a word, to be fully human.



'

Those are the rights that women want. And the reason we want them is not just to
be part of a polltlcal movement. Ttis so 'that we can help weave togethel our families,
commun1t1es our countries and irideed ¢ ou1 world into a globa] tapestry of equality and

justice that we are proud to call our own.

I’m told there is a Vietnamese séying that “One day’s j 6umey harvests a basket of
wisdom.” Well that was certainly true c;>f the journey many of us took five years ago. We
broke centuries of silence to speak out g:)n issues that mattered most in our lives. To
measure ourselves against the rest of _th:e world, and take comfort in the fact that we were
not alone in the challenges and problem'fs we faced. We could agree to a Platform for
Action, so that in the fufure, inaction and regression on women’s rights would be viewed
as a violation of the promises agreed to, And when the delegates went home, they could
bring along this platform as a road map ito measure their progress.

I want to commend th_é women of Vietnam for working so hard to fulfill the
Beijing commitments. In many ways, y;ou are part of a new movement. Because, where
before women too often worked in isolaftion, increasingly we are working together,

. . . . .
sharing ideas and blending our voices into a chorus for change.

I’ve heard those voices as I’'ve tl%aveled the world on behalf my government’s
Vital Voices initiative. I’ve heard those voices from Ku'wait; where women are fighting
for the right to vote. In El Salavador, Quatemala, Kosovo, Bosnia, and Northern Ireland,
places once torn apart by conflict, wher? women have ~bu1~ied too many children and
husbands vow to turn their cries of “eno'ug ” into a force for peace and reconciliation. 1
heard those voices in South Africa. From women who were homeless squatters, but are
now using loans to build more than 100'homes, a day care centei‘, a-store, and an entire

community out of the dust in the ground.

1
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 And I heard those Vital Voices i:n Hanoi. On Friday, I visited a village outside
Hanoi, and met women who are taking part in a women’s union microcredit project. 1

talked to one woman who started out ﬁ\%e ylears ago with just a $20 dollar loan to buy a



tofu machine. She has since boir owcd and paid back — much more. Out on her patio,
out31de her home, she showed me with great pride the long rolls of finished tofu and the

pxgs who get to eat the leftovers. And h;ow she used the money to buy new pigs to sell
them in markets and then to build a new; house for their family and send her children to

school.

I heard many similar stories wheén I'attended the borrowing group’s weekly
meeting; which took place in the DINGE with a bamboo roof and yellow walls. The
women, all dressed in bright pink shirtsé, and they stood and recited the 10 commitments
they make — including improving their family’s nutrition and supporting the other
members of their group. The person in :,charge of this pal“cicular village group explained
how the average income of her fellow biérrowers has increased more than 300 percent.
And their repayment rate is 100 percenté. This Woman’s Union project has allowed
women to buy chickens and cattle, to ch:t better sanitation, to build houses, send their
children to school and gain confidence,‘often for the first time in the future.

Now when people ask me if a s!mall loans can really mattef I'say I have seen
with my own eyes how much is does m‘attcn Microcredit can lift, what every you can do
to lift up the status of woman is not only god f01 woman it is good for children, families
and society. Because as long as meqmtgcs persist — as long as women are valued less, fed
less, fed last, overworked, underpaid, m::\t schoéled, subjected to violence we cannot
weave together a more prosperous v@rl?d. A woman’s life should not be all work no play

and no thanks.

- Yet, if women are to weave togfizther the world, to make it better and stronger,
more just and equal, we need laws and :changes in customs that will }ﬁrotect our rights and
enhance our opportunities. We should :speak out whenywomen are blocked from owning
or inheriting property or having custody of their children. We should speak out when
women are stopped from organizing NGOs and creating civil soc1ety, when they are
blocked from frr eely expressing their V1ews '

f -



We should speak out in the face !of human rights abuses. There should be no

i
'

silence when the press is muzzled, Whef:1 religious freedom is suppressed, or political
expression is denied. There should be nfo_ silence when rape is used as a weapon of war,
or child soldiers are kidnapped from the‘;ir homes are used as human shields. There
should be no-silence when street childre:n are kept from school or when babies are still
drowned and suffocated and abandonedésimply because they are born girls.
| \

In order to weave together this b?:tter world, we héve to have access to education.
And I commend Vietnam for your high jliteracy rate. It’s important especially in a global
economy to have high literacy rate so th:at every person has a chance to participate. What
could the promise of a free market Imeari to the millions of girls around the world who
cannot read or write, or are kept out of sichool because their brothers’ education is
‘

considered more important?

-Health care must also be viewed! as aright as well. With could prosperity or
human rights-mean for the 600,000 worrl}]en who still die duririg' childbirth each year — or
to the millions of children suffering andidying from malnutrition? Or to the woman
denied family planning or prenatal care,{ still forced to bear children or abort them, still
sterilized or circumcised against their wfill? And what does equality mean for the women
who are doing equal work if not more WEOl'k than men, but still not receiving equal pay or

equal respect?

Women have always worked halird. Women have always borne both the
responsibility of the family, apd the need to help bring in an income to support the
family. Iremember driving through Sul%)-Saharan Africa and seeing women working in -
the marketplace, carrying firewood on their backs, water on their heads working in the '
fields and heéririg a government econorrflist say that “this work is not part of the economy.
It is part of the informal economy, but_ 1t; does not count.” Well, I had to wonder just what
~ those women were doing if not contn'bu:ting to the economy. Just imagine what would

~ happen if every woman who worked bo&h in the informal economy stopped working for



just one day — did absolutely nothing in:side the house or outside the house. l believe the

entire world would stop working.

And so, if women are to be 1'espécted their work must be respected. Whether i't 1s
in the fields or in the National Assembl)E/. Their choices must be respected as well. That
means helping to support woman doing the most important work any of us will do —
raising children -- with the other obli gatiions that women have. Providing support such as

childcare so that women are able to paﬁficipate fully.

"~ And what does equality and just;'ce mean of the epidemic of domestic violence
deprives woman of the opportunity to bcja fully human. Every country on earth shares this
dark secret. Too often the Women we sce shopping at the market, working at their jobs,
caring for their children, go home at nigilt and live in fear. Not fear of an invading army
or a natural disaster or even a stranger in a dark alley, but fear of thé've1y people — their
family members — who we are supposed to depend on for help. For too many women,
their.homes provide inadequate refuge, 'j[he law little protection, public opinion even less
sympathy. That is why we have to say c;>ve1' and over again that violence against women
should never be considered cultural or aicceptable. It is criminal —and must be punished

with the full force of the law. So there alre many challenges that we face that we must

chtinue to stand up and speak out abouft — not only to eliminate the inequities that have
confronted women from the beginning c!>f history, but also to tackle the new challenges
we face. |

|

Yesterday in our panel discussio'n, in Hanoi, we talked about how the global

|
economy is here to stay. It is like a forcé of nature. We can complain about the weather
but it is here and we have to learn to coée with it and so therefore we must learn how to
deal with globalization. And to speak out for women who make up 70 percent of those
living 1n absolute poverty, who are bein:g exploited and abused in new ways because of

the global économy.



We must spee_lk out for the one rnillion women and girls who, every year, are
Being bought and sold into modern Slavély all over the world. Again, as I did yesterday, I
want to commend Vietnam for workingito‘ stop trafficking, of woman and children, both
nationally and regionally. How can we fexpect women to weave together the world if,
lured by the promise of a better life, they are shipped to other countries to be abused,
degraded, and enslaved? The easy buying and selling of human is one of the greatest
human n'ghts abuses facing girls and w(%m'en today and one of the most tragic byproducts
of the global marketplace. . | J

Another challenge is HW/AIDS‘, a disease that affects us all. Since the first case
of HIV was detected here 10 years ago,_%I know this city has been hit hard, and the face of
AIDS has grown increasingly female. But I also know that your country. and‘H‘o.Chi
Minh City have been fighting back. Bef01‘e coming here I met with young people who,
with help from Save the Children, are working in their schools to raise awareness about
HIV/AIDS. They told me something ve;ry imponnnt, that is, that children have a role in
fighting AIDS. I believe all of us don. It l;is particﬁ]arly important for Vietnam to continue
its leadership that has already dem'onstr%lted it standing against the epidemic of

HIV/AIDS. -

There is much we can accomplis:h together as the United States and Vietnam build
on a new partnership and create a new 1'{31aﬁ onship built on friendship, cooperation, and
mutual respect. 1 am pleased to tell y0u| that during the next five years, the United States
government will provide an additional $!3O million to help Vietnam improve its detection

of HIV/AIDS, and to prevent its spread.li

Now, if women are going to wedve together a better world, it is not enough for us

just to put in place good policies. Right:s don’t just happen on paper. A law can be
passed banning a practice, to end trafficl;cing for example, a new program can be created,
‘like the children working to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS but unless people’s attitudes
change, laws and programs can’t accomiplish as much as we would hope. When we taik ‘
about women’s rights, we know the struigg]e depends updn millions of decisions we make

'
|



in our countries and around the world exffexy day. It depends also on the words spoken by
family and friends and the lessons we téach our children as we tuck them into bed at
night.

The lessons I have learned over ithe last eight years will stay with me for the rest

of my life. Although I’ménding one chapter of my life as the First Lady, I will be

opening a new one in the United States Senate, I will take with me there the voices that |
heard in Vietnam and though out the W(é)l‘ld of women who are transforming their own
lives, and the lives of their countries. %vvil] bring with me the stories of the struggles and
triumphs and the dreams of the women and girls of Vietnam and the world.
: /

At the Vietnamese Women's Mlzlseum, in Hanoi, they have the winners of an art
contest.called “Toward Gender Equalit}:f in the Year 2000.” One of the pictures there was.
drawn by a 7 year-old girl. And it shou%s a young girl driving a car full of girls. The girls -
are doctors-and teache:rs, they are nurses; and students and they are from all over Vietnam. |
And, they are driving towards their own! future to fulfill their own dreams. That is a
picture.that I have in my mind’s eye as ]{ leave here today. Because [ believe that the
future of Vietnam, given the resiliency ‘eimd the hard work of the Vietnamese people is
bright indeed I hope that future includes: a close relationship with the United States. 1
hope it also included a continuing conv%:rsation between the woman of the United States
and the women of Vietnam so that the Vital Voices of our women can bé heard together.
And that the dreams we weave for our own lives will create a beautiful tapestry that
makes clear to the entire world that the \ivomen of Vietnam and the United States are
working together in partnership and fri eindship with mutual respect to meet the challenges
we face to create opportunities for all and to fulfill the dreams we hold for ourselves and
our children. |

|

Thank you very much. (Applausie)
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