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... and I thank you for having all the children here to greet and welcome us today. 

It is hard to believe that the PreSident's visit to Vietnam will be coming to an end' 
! 

in a few hours. This has been a very special few days for my husband, my daughter, my 
I . 

mother and me. That is in large part beCause of the Walm welcome we've received. Fit:st 
. I 

in Hanoi and now in Ho Chi Minh City:. I am very grateful to the government and to the 
I 

citizens, who lined the streets to greet*, who stopped their bicyCles and mopeds, to 

smile and waved to us as we passed by! It is hard not to notice how young and 

enthusiaStic this country is: And what great promise the people of Vietnam have for the 

future they al'e creating. 

I 

I must admit that over the last ~ew days I have found myself overcome by 

emotion on many occasions when I thdught about how dramatically our relationship has 
I 

changed since my own youth -- when 9ur countries were at war. Back then, I never could 
i 

have imagined that the United States and Vietnam would sign the historic Bilateral Trade 

Agreement this past summer. Nor couiJd I have imagined seeing what I saw yesterday 
I 

when Vietnamese and Americans wer~ working side by side in a rice field, at an 
, 

excavation site, .to find the remains of ~ American pilot. His two sons were right there, 

looking on, and hoping that, after all t~ese years, they will finally be able to bring their 
" . 

father home. 

We will never erase the past 'or ease the pain once felt, not only by men, but by 

the'women in Vietnam and Amelica, who,like those throughout history, held their. 

families and countries together dUling:,the conflicts. Decades ago, women in both OUf 

countries were united by their shared pain. Today, we al'e joined by a shared vision of a 

better future for our daughters and soJs . 
. I 



Although this will be one of ourfamily's last trips overseas while my husband is 

President. I'm so pleased we could come to Vietnam on this historic visit at this time to 

strengthen our fi-iendship between our gbvemment and most imp011antly between our 

people. For me is has been a special pleasure to see first hand the critical role that 
. I . 

women are playing in building a morePFosperous Vietnam. 

I 

'When we landed in Hanoi, and drove in from the airp011, I sawwomen scattered 
I 

through the beautiful green fields, work~ng the land. And then I went shopping and I saw 
I 

many women running successful businesses in Hanoi and now today in Ho Chi Minh 
. I 

City. As I visited with the women and ~ I watched them work I know how much women. 

were contributing to the economy and society of Vietnam. 

Yesterday, I met with women leaders in Hanoi. Leaders in law, govemment, 


business, health care, labor, education, and every sector of society. We held a panel 

I 

discussion at the history museum. One :of the women who spoke had left home at 16, and 
I 

. studied in Russia. For six years, she didn't see her family. Later, she went to the United 

States to the H~vard Law School, and ~et after having being to Russia and to the United 

States she could not wait till she retume:d to Vietnam. Where, like so many young people 
I 

I've met she wanted to make a differense for her country. Today, she works at the 

United Nations Development Program i'mproving labor law, and working for justice for 
. , 

all. 

Another woman at the forum yeSterday was fi-om Ho Chi Minh City. She is the 

head ofR.E.E., one of the first state ent~rprises to be privatized and listed onthe new 

Vietnam Stock Exchange. She was a v~ry impressive businesswoman who represents the 
I 

promises of your new economy. And y~t, she told us that it wasn't easy to persuade the 
. I , 

people around her that equitization was [the right route to go. But her hard work and her 

vision, her dream of the future has paid bff The size of her workforce has more than' 
. I 

tripled, her stock value 'of her company ras multiplied 20 times over, and her employees 

have better pay and working conditions., 
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Sitting next to this successful wc?man was a 15 year-old girl who has traveled the 

world representing Vietnam. She told us that she thought that the title of our forum -
I 

challenges and opportunities -left som~thing out. It needed to include dreams as well 

because young people shouldn't be limi~ed by today's opportunities and challenges but 

should have the confidence as we saw t~e children here earlier to dream what is possible 

for themselves and their society. The y~ung woman yesterday and the children today can 
. . I 

dream of what is possible because of th~ new experiences that have come with changing 
I 

times. But also because of their mother~, their grandmothers, and great-grandmothers 

who cleared the path before them. 

Every time a woman is elected to political office, or wins an Olympic medal, or 

creates a business, she is breaking bmTiers and paying honor to those who came before. 

In this room today there are many who have struggled and sacrificed so that their 

daughters and sons could live their dreafns. And women have played a very important 

. role, for thousands of years in the histOlt of Vietnam. rve read about the Hi-Bah

Choong sisters who led an mmy of 80,obo against the Chinese occupants. And about 
I 

Bah-Chew, who was described as 9 feet tall and able to walk 500 leagues in a day. Now 

that is often said about woman who are ~ble to managed the many stresses of our daily 
, 

lives. Sometimes we all feel we must bp 
I 

9 feet tall just to do the work that has to be 

done. 

In the Vietnamese Women's Museum in Hanoi, visitors are greeted by a towering 
, , 

gold statue of a Vietnamese mother, gra'ceful and beaming with confidence, On her 

shoulder is a young child, arins outst~'etched, like the children we saw, who are singing to 

make this earth their own. Inside that trtuseum are images of many of the women who 

built Vietnam in your fields and factori~s, in your homes and'on your battlefields, One of 
I 

its most extensive exhibits is devoted tQthe large group of women from all over Vietnam 
, , 

and from every walk of life who travele~, in 1995, to the United Nations 4th World 

Conference on Women in Beijing and t*e NGO Forum in Hairou, That brought together 

50,000 women from all over the world \~ho were committed to improving the lives of 

women in their' own countries. 
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I know some of you went to that: conference, both the official conference and the 

NGO forum. I was fOItunate to speak at both. When I spoke at the NGO Forum in 
I 

Bairou many people were stuck in the r~in and tumed away. But, I remember seeing a 

larg~ group of Vietnamese women wholmade it inside the hall. IWaS,told that they had 

waited in line since four o'clock in the moming. It demonstrated once again the , 

resilience and creatiyity of Vietnam woben. I will always be touched by that 

And I will never forget the vari~ty of banners that stretched across the Great Wall. 
I 

Some of the Vietnamese banners depictbd women working in the ,fields and yeaming for 

peace. Like all the banners from all over the world, the Vietnamese women had stitched 
I . 

into their banners their cultures and histories, their hopes and dreams. The theme of these 

banners was "Women Weaving the WO~'ld Together." And that is, what women have 

always done, and what women patticul~'ly have been dong since the Beijing conference. , 

Because while the delegates to the women's conference might have wore different 

clothing, or spoke different languages, ~nd came from different communities, we all 

spoke in the same mother tongue. Wanting the same things in life for ourselves and Ollr 
I 

families. 

In one voice we proclaimed for the world to hear that, in this century, economic 

progress depends on the progress of wdmen. Political process depends on the progress of 
. . 

women. And that women's rights are human rights and human lights are women's tights. 

Although we said that, there are some who can't understand what it means. 1 remember 

being on a Voice of Amelica radio proth-am afterthe·conference. A man calledfrom the 
I 

Middle East and he asked me the follmying question: "What did YOll mean by saying that 
, 

women's lights were human lights?" I;asked him to close his eyes for a minute and think 

of all the rights that he, as a man took for granted: the light to education, the light to 

health care, the light to live free from v~olence in one's home or walking down the street, 

the light to be treated with dignity, to e~press one's feelings freely, to be heai-d. The 

right, in a word, to be fully human. 
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Those are the rights that women~ want. And the reason we want them is not just to 

be part of a political movement. It is so: that we can help weave together our families, 
. . II 

communities, our countries and irideed our world into a global tapestry of equality and 
I .. 

justice that we are proud to call our owrL 

I'm told there is a Vietnamese s~ying that "One day's joumey harvests a basket of 
I 

wisdom." Well that was certainly true qJfthe joumey many of us took five years ago. We 

broke centuries of silence to speak out dn issues'that mattered most in our lives. To 
, ·1. . 

measure ourselves against the rest of th~ world, and take comfort in the fact that we were 
I 

not alone in the challenges and problem's we faced. We could agree to a PlatfOlm for 

Action, so ~hat in the future, inaction an~ regression on women's rights would be viewed 

as a violation of the promises agreed to.: And when the delegates went home, they could 

bring along this platform as a road map ito measure their progress. 

I want to commend the women difVietnam for working so hard to fulfill the 

Beijing commitments. In many ways, you are part of a new movement. Because, where 

before women too often worked in isol~tion, increasingly we are working together, 
. ! 

sharing ideas and blending our voices iryto a chorus for change. 

I've heard those voices as I've tl!aveled the world on behalf my govemment's 
I 

Vital Voices initiative. I've heard those voices from Kuwait; where women are fighting 

for the right to vote. In EI Salavador, Guatemala, Kosovo, Bosnia, and Northem Ireland, 
I 

places once tom apart by conflict, where women have bUlied too many children and 
. I 

husbands vow t~ tum their clies. of "endugh" into a force for peace and reconciliation. 1 

heard those voices in South Africa. Frob women who were homeless squatters, but are 

now using loans to build more than'100:homes, a day care center, a store, and an entire 

community out of the dust in the' ground. 

, 

And I heard those Vital Voices ih Hanoi. On Fliday, I visited a village outside 
r ,. 

Hanoi, and met women who are taking part in a Women's union microcredit project. I 
, 

talked to one woman who started out fi,:,e years ago with just a $20 dollar loan to buy a 
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tofu machine. She has since bon'owed 'and paid back - much more. Out on her patio, 
I • 

,e outside her home, she showed me with great pride the long rolls of finished tofu and, the , , I 
pigs who get to eat the leftovers. And ~ow she used the money to buy new pigs to sell 

I 

them in markets and then to build a new house for their family and send her children to 

schoo1. 

J heard many similar stories whJn I attended the borrowing group's weekly 
1 ' 
I 

meeting; which took place in the DING; with a bamboo roof and yellow walls. The 

women, all dressed in bright pink shiliS\ and they stood and recited the 10 commitments 

they make - including improving their family'S nutrition and suppOliing the other 

members of their group. The' person in 'charge of this palticular village group explained 
, I 

how the average income of her fellow b:orrowers has increased more than 300 percent. 

And their repayment rate is 100 percent. This Woman's Union project has allowed 

women to buy chickens and cattle, to g¢t better sanitation, to build houses, send their 

children to school and gain confidence,ioften for the first time in the future. 

I 

Now when people ask me if a sballloans can really matter. I say I have seen 
I 

with my own eyes how much is does m~tter. Microcredit can lift, what every you can do 

to lift up the status of woman is not only god for woman it is good for children, families 
! . 

and society. Because as long as inequi~ies persist - as long as women are valued less, fed 

less, fed last, overworked, underpaid, nbt schooled, subjected to violence we cannot 
, I 

weave together a more prosperous worlfi. A woman's life should not be all work no play 

and no thanks. 

, Yet, if women are to weave tog9therthe world, to make it better and stronger, 

more just and equal, we need laws and bhanges in customs that will protect our rights and 
I 

enhance our opportunities, We should ~peak out when) women are blocked from owning 

or inheriting propelty or having custodx oftheir children. We should speak out when 

women are stopped'from organizing N<lJOs and creating civil society, when they are 
I 

blocked from freely expressing their vi~w~. 
. . 

I 

) 
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We should speak out in the face ;ofhuman rights abuses. There should be no 

silence when the press i~ muzzled, wheJ religious freedom is suppressed, or political 
I 

expression is denied. There should be nb silence when rape is used as a weapon of war, 
I • 

or child soldiers are kidnapped from their homes are used as human shields. There 
I 

should be no· silence when street childreh are kept from school or when babies are still 
I . 

drowned and suffocated and abandoned:simply because they ~re born girls. 

In order to weave toge.ther this b:etter world, we have to have access to education. 

And I commend Vietnam for your high ~iteracy rate. It's imp0l1ant especially in a global 

economy to have high literacy rate,so th;at evelY person has a chance to pm1icipate. What 

could the promise of a free market meaqto the millions of girls m"ound the world who 

cannot read or wlite, or are kept out of s~hool because their brothers' education is 

considered more imp0l1ant? 

I 

. Health care must also be viewedl as a right as well. With could prospelity or 
I 
I 

human lights mean for the 600,000 wOIT;Ien who still die during childbilih each year - or 
, , , 

to the millions of children suffeling andidying from malnutrition? Or to the woman 

denied family planning or prenatal care,lstill forced to bear children or ab0l1 them, still 

stelilized or circumcised against their w~ll? And what does equality mean for the women 
[ 

who are doing equal work ifnot more w;ork than men, but still not receiving equal payor 

equal respect? 

Women have always worked hmfd. Women have always borne both the 

responsibility of the family, and the nee~ to help bling in an income to suppOli the 
, I 

family. I remember dliving through Sulli-Sahm"an Aflica and seeing women working in 
I . 

the mm"ketplace, canying firewood on their backs, water on their heads working in the 
I . 

fields and hearing a govemment econo~ist say that "this work is not paI1 of the economy. 

It is pmtofthe infonnal economy, but i~does not count." Well, I had to wonderjust what 

thos~ women were doing ifnot contlibu~ing to the economy. Just imagine what would 

happen if evelY woman who worked both in the infOlmal economy stopped working for 

• 
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just one day - did absolutely nothing in$ide the house or outside the house. I believe the 

entire world would stop working . .e 
And so, if women are to be resp~cted their work must be respected. Whether it is 

in the fields or in the National Assembl~. Their choices must be respected as well. That 
I ' 

means helping to support woman doing ithe most impol1ant work any of us will do 
I 

raising children -- with the other obligat,ions that women have. Providing SUPp0I1 such as 
I 

childcare so that women are able to paI1jcipate fully. 

And what does equality anpjustice mean of the epidemic of domestic violence 

deprives woman of the oppOItunity to be fully human. EvelY countIy on eaIth shares this 
. I 

dark secret. Too often the women we s~e shopping at the market, working at theirjobs, 
I 

caring for their children, go home at night and live in fear. Not fear of an invading aImy 

or a natural disaster or even a stranger i~ a dark alley, but fear of the velY people - their 

family members - who we aI°e supposeq to depend on for help. For too many wome~, 

their. homes provide inadequate refuge, the law little protection, public opinion even less 

sympathy. That is why we have to say 0ver and over again that violence against women 
I 

should never be considered cultural or ~cceptable. It is climinal - and must be punished 

with the full force of the law. So there 1re many challeng~s that we face that we must 

continue to stand up and speak out abo~t - not only to eliminate the inequities that have 

confronted women from the beginning 6fhistory, but also to tackle the new challenges 
I 

we face. I 

I 

Yesterday in our panel discussio'n, in Hanoi, we talked about how the global 
I 

economy is here to stay. It is like a forcJ of nature. We can complain about the weather 

but it is here and we have to leam to coJe with it and so therefore we must leam how to 
I 

deal with globalization. And to speak o~t for women who make up 70 percent of those 

living in absolute povel1y, who are being exploited and abused in new ways because of 

the global economy . 

• 
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I 

We must speak out for the one million women and girls who, every year, are 

being bought and sold into modern slavery all over the world. Again, as I did yesterday, I 

want to commend Vietnam for workingito stop trafficking, of woman and children, both 

nationally and regionally. How can we :expect women to weave together the world if, 

lured by the promise of a better life, they are shipped to other countlies to be abused, 
I . 

degraded, and enslaved? The easy buyirtg and selling of human is one of the greatest 
I 

human lights abuses facing girls and w~men today and one of the most tragi~ bypro ducts 

of the global marketplace. 

Another challenge is IlN/AIDSI, a disease that affects us all. Since the first case 
, I 

of mv was detected here 10 years ago, il know this city has been hit hard, .and the face of 
. . I . 

AIDS has grown increasingly female. ~ut I also know that your country and Ho Chi 

Minh City have been fighting back. Before coming here I met with young people who, 
, I 

with help from Save the Children, are w;orking in their schools to raise awareness about 

HIV/AIDS. They told me something v~ry important, that is, that children have a role in 
i . 


fighting AIDS. I believe all of us do. It is particularly important for Vietnam to continue 

. I 

its leadership that has already demonstrated it standing against the epidemic of 
i 

HIV/AIDS. II . . 

i, 

There is much we can accompli~h together as the United States and Vietnam build 
, I . . 

on a new partnership and create a new r~lationship built on friendship, cooperation, and 

mutual respect. I am pleased to tell youlthat dUling the next five years, the United States 
I 

government will provide an additional ~30 million to help Vietnam improve its detection 
I . 

ofHIV/AIDS, and to prevent its spread.: 

Now, if women are going to weave together abetter world, it is not enough for us 
, . I 

just to put in place good policies. Right~ don't just happen on paper. A law can be 

passed banning a practice, to end trafficking for example, a new program can be created, 
. I 

"like the children working to prevent the :spread ofHIV/AIDS but unless people's attitudes 

change, laws and programs can't accomblish as much as we would hope. When we talk 
I 

• 
about women's rights, we know the stniggle depends upon millions of decisions we make 

. I' 
! 
I 
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• 
in oitr countries and around the world e~ery day. It depends also on the words spoken by 

I 

family and friends and the lessons we tdach our children as we tuck them into bed at 

night. 

The lessons I have learned over ~he last eight years will stay with me for the rest 
I 

of my life. Although I'm ending one cHapter of my life as the First Lady, I will be 
: ' 

opening a new one in the United States 'Senate. I will take with me there the voices that I 
I 

heard in Vietnam and though out the w6rld of women who are transfOlming their own 
I 

lives, and the lives ofth~ir countries. I }viII bring with me the stOlies of the struggles and 

tliumphs andthe dreams of the women flIld girls of Vietnam and the world. 
/ 

At the Vietnamese Women's Museum, in Hanoi, they have the winners of an rut 
I 

contest called "Toward Gender Equalit~ in the Year 2000.'.' One of the pictures there was. 

drawn by a 7 year-old girl. And it sho~s a young girlchiving a car full of girls. The girls 

are doctors and teachers, they are nurses and students and they are fi'om all over Vietnam. 
I 

And, they are driving towards their owni future to fulfiJ1 their own dreams. That is a 
I 

picture,that I have in my mind's eye as I, leave here today. Because I believe that the 

future of Vietnam, given the resiliency*nd the hard work of the Vietnamese people is 
, 

bright indeed I hope that future includes: a close relationship with the United States. I 
, 

hope it also included a continuing conv~rsation between the woman of the United States 
I 

and the women 'ofVietnam so that the Vital Voices of om women can be heard together. 

And that the dreams we weave for our own lives will create abeautiful tapestry that 
I 

makes clear to the entire world that the women of Vietnam and the United States are 
I 

working together in paltnership and fiiehdship with mutual respect to meet the challenges 
I 

we face to create opportunities for all and to fulfill the dreams we hold for omselves and 

our children. 

I 
I 

Thank you very much. (Applause) 
I 
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