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Good evening and'welcome to theEpilepsy Foundation's Distinguished 
Achievement Awards Dinner. I only wish I could be there in person to congratulate 
tonight's honorees and to th~k each of you for improving the health and lifting up the 
lives of so many Americans with Epilepsy. 

Just six weeks ago, Jre held the first ever NIH conference on curing epiIespy. 
More than 700 scientists attended. One by one, they spotlighted the cutting-edge 
advancements in treatment and prevention. And their message was clear: We will cure 
epilepsy. 

Now, that kind of prqgress would not have been possible without the Epil epsy' 
Foundation -- and all of its s4pporters there tonight. I want to especially thank this year's 
honorees, Robert Savage and Ortho-McNeil Phmmaceutical. Because of you, people 
with epilepsy now have bett~r medications, more help, and ultimately more hope. 

But, as you know so \veIl, our work is far from done. Over the years, I have met 
so many children with epilepsy who cannot play and dream as all children should. I have 
met young people who are worried that doors will be closed to them because of the 
stigma and seizures attached!to their disease. I have met older Americans with epilepsy 
who must struggle against all odds to remain independent. 

It is for these people - the 2.3 million Americans living with epilepsy - that we have 
come together tonight. Together, we can ensure that our time will be the time all people 
with epilepsy can live totheir fullest God-given potential. Thankyou - and 1 wish you 
Godspeed in your joumey to~ards the cure. 


