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e Thank you all. I am dfelighted te join all of you this afternoon. I

want to thank Lois Bréaux, who has done such a tremendous job
as President over the past two years. And I want to thank Linda |
Dooley and the entire planning committee for making‘ this

extraordinary luncheon possible.

[1 know there are also ﬁlore than a few good men in the audience

today —and I want to thank you all for coming. My husband
couldn’t make 1t this aftemoon but he d1d say he hoped to come

back next year as a full member']

It has been such a privilege to get to know the members of the Club

— and to see the kind of ':bipartisanship and friendship and

- commitment that has alx{zvays been the foundation of your work.

As T was driving over here just now, | got to thinking about this
1uncheon which I ve been able to attend I believe, every single
year since we first amved. Now, a lot has changed since then.
There have been a few d:ifferent'hairstyles,vte be sure. 'My
daughter, who arrived at? the White House as e 12-year-old, 1s

now a junior in College.” There have been a lot of good times —



and certainly some tough ones.

But when I look back.;j more than anything, [am pfofoljﬁd1y
.grateful for my tinie at the White House. Grateful for the people
I have met. For the e);periences I've had. Fo_r the opportunity to
serve the Prevsident and the public.. Becéuse.,':that is the heart of |
what all of you do: puli?lic ser\fice; And there is nothing more

Important.

To be éure, there are plénty of sacrifices. I know all of you have
juggled so many obliga;t'ions not only to your districts and states, .
but also to your children and other work. And all of us came to
these positions without E?2@1’1}} kind handbook to préparé_ us for
some of the strange thiﬁgs one e’ncvountvers in _Washington.

[ mean, no mai:ter how fnany years I had been. é govemor’s Spouse,
nothing could have prep‘,aréd me for the scrutiny of the news

- media as First Lady. My first real introduction to it happened

on election nighf in 1992. We were outside on a rather cold

- November night. And S(;j) as happy as [ was, I Was also cold. So

[ wore black tights.



o Well, there was oOnstémt journalistic comments on th'e meaning and
rhessage behind thdseéblack stockings, which probably rang’edr
from those, Who accused me of simple bad taste to those tabloids
that might have wondered if this was another sign I had been

sent by Satan.

 So in the midst of this, a friend wrote to me with two observations
“about my choice of élo‘;thing: ‘First, it was cold — after all, it was
November. And seconid that these kinds of comments were not

going to end.” She was right on both accounts.

/

e But, as all of you know; very quickly, one learns to developa
thicker thin, an ever gréatcr sense of humility, and the
- conviction that it is all worth it. Thatit’s worth it if we can do-
something to ensure that a child is able to Tive a little better, and
dream a little bigger. That it’s worth it if ‘Wé\'can do sorriething
~ to leave our childrenA a better country and a better future. That
- thé kind of service we are all able to do is both an honor and a |

privilege.



On a final note, I have to say that this new role I’ve taken.on lately :
| ~ has given me even maore perspectlve on what our spouses do |
every day. I mean I used to give Blll advice. Oh, you know,
rhaybe you shotn]d have said this in the debate. Or perhaps you | :
could have done that But there 1s sornethmg quite different -

about bemg the candldate [your observations].

And these last few months have also given me an even greater .

appreciatioﬁ for what each of you do every day.

It hasbeen an extraordinary experience sharing the last seven‘ plus
years with so many of ﬁlou, You héve shown that even during

the most contentious tii%nes, real bipartisanship and friendship

are possible. And, morfc than anything, youA‘have‘ shown the real
meaning of public service 1 fhank you for that. 1 ‘v[hank'you for
hosting me here every year "And I thank you for al] you have
done — and all you wﬂl ‘do — to serve thlS country, and the

chﬂdren Wh() will inherit it.



