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[Some remarks were cut off:at the start of the tape.] 

... Dean Lehmann, I am delighted to be here for this graduation. Those of you 
who are committed to the important work, as the previous speaker, Ms. Chan (sp?),said, 

, t6 the network of caring and curing,' I thought was a wonderful description, I'm also 
pleased to be here with Assemblyman Steve Englebright (sp?), a very strong suppOlier of 

I 

this university, and Vivian Fisher, aimember of the Sussex (?) County legislature. But I 
am pruiicularly pleased to be in a place that has such a wel1-deserved reputation among, 
faculty, alumni and staff members, c¥td pruiicularly students and those whOsuppOlied you 
dUling your time-your families an4 your fliends--to celebrate the first graduating class 
of this century. So congratulations ... (applause) 

There is one graduate who c~not be here today, Tricia Ceber Wagner (sp?), 
whom I called, who is in the hospital. I was not able to speak with her, she could not 
speak, butl spoke with her husband :Oon and I know that for those of you that know her, 
she entered the occupational therapY'Program in the summer of 1997 because she wanted 
to make a difference in people's live$. She has loved working with children, she has five 
of her own, and looked fOlward to being in a pediatric setting after graduation. She was, 
diagnosed with breast cancer during the first yeru' of the program, took a leave to be 
treated, came back to the program vei)' focused on her goals, entered her senior yeru' and 
successfully completed her first clini~al field work assignment.' Her cancer, however, 
retumed this spring. 'I know that in the face of this dreaded disease she has fought evel), 
step of the way, and I'm sure that she and her family-her husband and her five 
children-will be in our prayers and thoughts. . 

When I was speaking with her husband, he told me what I'd already been 
informed about their family, which is,that he is self-employed, and has really had to 'work 
hard to afford the medical bills that Tricia has had to have, and also he asked me to 
continue to work, as I intend to do, to:provide the funding necessru)' for research into 
breast cancer, which is ofpaliiculru' impoliance here on Long Island. ,Because, I'm sure 
al1 of you know, has a higher than national average rate of breast cancer, and other 
cancers as well. And I don't think any of us should rest until we have done evel)'thing. 
possible through funding reseru'ch, looking into environmental causes and connections, to 
try to detelmine what causes this telTihle disease, then to take evel), step necessary to 
prevent it and cure it. 

I am delighted to be again on this campus. I was on this stage, 1 think, five or six 
years ago in another capacity, and I have been vel)' impressed by the work that is done' 
here and the achievements, and (applaud President Kenny for what she has done to make 



SUNY Stony Brook an incubator for the technology education and health care advances 
that are dtiving the economy forwdrd here in this area as well as' throughout the state. I . 
also want to thank the (inaudible) fpr helping to bring this particular school into the 
infOtmation age, I was told, thougli, that trying to take a tour of the school looking for 
faculty offices would cause me to "yander the hallways for days before actually chancing 
upon one. 

I don't know'why this camejnto my mind, but it is truethat many of you hete 
trace your roots to other countlies. :vou are, certainly, first generation, among you first' 
generation Americans, you've been working vety hard it these difficult courses that 
you've undeliaken, and a number o~you are the first among your families to graduate and 
eam a degree. And I think that in addition to congratulating the graduates, we ought to 
ask all the parents and family memb'ers, husbands, and wives, and children to be given a 
round of applause. (applause) 

And there are a lot of neat stqries in this class. For example, I know that Michelle 
Gilardi delivered her first baby dUlin'g the first week of classes, and her second baby right 
before school staJ.ied the following y~ar -- and still successfully ... (applause) 

I've also been told about Fritz St. Fleur, who immigrated from Haiti and eaJ.l1ed a 
degree first in electronics and when he decided to retum t6 school during the day, it 
meant getting ajob as a chauffeur dupngthe night, overcoming language baJ.Tiers, using 

. his bilingual skills in the clinic to help patients, and hopefully being able to provide ·e. occMpational therapy to people in his homeland at some point in the futme. 

To me, these are the real survi,vors. It doesn't take a television shoe or eating rats' 
to demonstrate what is really impOtial,1t in staying committed to your goal. You are 
joining a long and distinguished list of alumni who are leading some of the best health 
caJ.'e facilities on Long Island, in New York, across our countly, and it's been a relatively 
shOti peliod of time--there was a first graduating class of 1972 with only a few students, 
all in caJ.'dio-respiratOty sciences. I krlow that the chair ofthat first depaJ.iment, William 
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Treanor, is here with us. And you think about all the progress that has been made in such 
a shoti period of time. Back in 1972 we were amazed by something called a floppy disk-

I

-we never had seen such a thing before. Instead of ER, Chicago Hope, or City of Angels, 
some of us can remember a show called Marcus Welby, M.D. And when you think back, 
if you've seen any Nick at Night reruns ofthat show, you can see Dr. Welby making a 
good living at his solo practice with his one nurse, appaJ.·ently seeing about one patient a 
week. (laughter) Always having time to talk to his patients, his family, his friends, never 
missing a diagnosis, never leaving horr:te without his black bag. 

And although there might be s01ne nostalgia for those days, we know that the 
truth behind the camera was that the bl~ck bag was not often enough to save a patient's 
life, or prevent a disease, or provide the comprehensive care th at you're providing to 
patients today. If Marcus Welby were transported to Stony Brook, he'd be amazed at the 
revolution that occuned in health care ih such a shOti peliod of time, Instead of one 
doctor and one nurse in an office, he'd ~ee teams of more than fotty kinds of health care 
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providers working together. He'd see state-of-the-al1 diagnostics and therapies, computer 
labs, and now the greatest potentialinstmment of all, the map of the human genome .. 

· When that first class graduated, the early methods for sequencing DNA were still a few 
years off. Today, we know that ealhierthis week the announcement OCCUlTed that the 
Human Genome, that contains thre~ million letters of om" miraculous genetic code, has 
been found. In it are the poetic and divine instmctions to our bodies and our lives, and 
you will be among the first generati,on of health care professionals to have the tools to 
beat enemies such as cancer or Par~inson's or Alzheimer's. You will actually be 
professionals at a time when it is nqt futile or unrealistic to hope that children at the end 

· of the centUlY will have to look in histOlY books to leam about the diseases that plague .us 
and kill today. ' 

, 
Now whether we use these discoveries to make life better for human beings and 


not just a ptivileged few really rests !on ensuring that our ethics are as strong as our 
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science. The future of our health cate system will be detelTIlined, in lal"ge measure, by 

the decisions that we make over the rtext few years. Dr. Welby kept the records of our 

health problems in hand-written files sealed away in a big filing cabinet. Today, health 


· care infOlmation travels at record sp~eds among health care professionals, insurance 
companies, phalmacists and employers. We know that the speed of this infOlmation and 

, its ready accessibility can help us streamline costs and provide better Cal"e, but it can also 
invade our fundamental rights to privacy. Think about those people who have the 
opportunity to find out if they carry t~e breast cancer gene or some other mal"ker for 
susceptibility for disease, but who can't be sure that the infOlmation wouldn't find its 
way to a health insurer or employer r~sponsible for providing the health care that we 

· need. What good would the best genrtic tests in the world be if peQple are too wonied to 
· use them? I think it is long past time, it is certainly urgent, that we now outlaw genetic 
discIimination so that our genes and the infOlmation delived from them al"e used to heal 
us, not deny us jobs or health insurance. And it is time that our medical records have just. 
as much protection as the records ofdUl' video store rentals do right now. (applause) 

We have to be sure that, with all the advances that are OCCUlTing that you're 
helping to bring about and therapy prqgrams in the lab as physician assistants and all the 
ways that you're now pal1 of the heal¢. Cal'e system and that network of caling and 

· curing, that we finance our health care: system in a way that is fair, and provide the 
support that evelyone should have at the times of health care crisis. 

A few years ago I was on another campus, at Comel1, in Ithaca. It was the 
summer before last, and I met a young 'woman who had had a seIious Cal" accident, 
throwing her out of the car, unconscious on the side of the road. Luckily someone came 
along, called for emergency assistance.~ They medivaced her out; she went into intensive 
Cal'e; was there for some months, then in rehab for some months. When [ met her, she 
was doing much better, still some sign~ of the traumatic accident. But what was the real 
trauma for her is that her insurance cOIT,lpany wouldn't pay for the $1 0;000 medivac 
helicopter bill because she hadn't called for pelmission first. And, as she said to me: 
"You know, Mrs. Clinton, this doesn't make sense at all. I was unconscious on the side 
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of the road, and I keep telling them that. And their response constantly is:' 'We're sony 
We have this pre-approval proced~re which you didn't fo11ow. ,n 

Well those kinds of absurd stOlies are what is really moving many of us to insure 
. I 

that we have accountability in our health care system,that we put patients, doctors, 
nurses, health care professionals like all ofyou back into the driver's seat, and that we 
take away authority for making the' decisions about our health from people sitting in 
offices hundreds, even thousands, of miles away, second-guessing someone in a lab or a 
doctor's office. That's why need a Patient's Bill of Rights .. (applause) 

We also know that all these,discoveties won't be translated into better health care 
if we can't afford the prescription diugs that are out there being developed for our use, 
and it's probably the most common!experience I have when someone tells me that they 
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can't afford--or they have a ftiend who can't afford--their medication. I was in Syracuse 
the other day, and this lovely womah-I took her to be at least in her middle eighties

. I 

said to me, "I am very concemed abput older people. I have all these old ftiends who 
can't afford their medication." And,we talked, as 1 often do, about the people who are 
real1y tom between affording utility bills, orfood, or rent, and the medication they are 
prescribed. . ' 

We now have 2/3 of older Arpericans without any dependable prescription drug 
coverage, and Ijust hope that we're going to be able to make a commitment that, with 
our extraordinarily good economy, we will at least take care of the prescription drug 
needs of our people on Medicare. Tnose of us who have mothers, as 1 do, or fathers that. 
are on Medicare know that as you get older, you need more health care. And prescliption 
drugs are miraculous, but they're not'going to do any good if we can't afford them. 
That's equally tlUe for all of us who are not on Medicare, because the costs are going up 

. I • 

ten to fifteen percent a year. We, as Americans, are paying taxes that create the research 
that leads tathe prescription dlUg bre;akthroughs. We pay for the FDA, which tests the 
drugs to decide if they're safe. And t~en we pay them the highest costs in the world for 
the dlUgs we've already paid to help ~reate and test. And if you'd just look across the. 
border to Canada, you'll see what a di,fference it makes. Because of my call to Tticiais . 
husband, I've been thinking about bre,ast cancer, and there's a drug called (inaudible) 
which is used very successfully to tre~t breast cancer. A three-month supply of that dlUg 
to Canada costs $50. Across the bord~r in New York and the rest of our country, it costs 
at least $290; same drug, same manufacturer, same FDA approval. 1 would like to see us 

. create a better market for such prescription drugs by allowing the re-importing from 
Canada of our drugs so we can buy th6m at the same low cost that Canadians are able to 
buy them . 

. Finally, I know that many ofy@u have wondelful career opportunities lying ahead 
of you. And I hope that you will also find ways to serve those who, too often, are 
underserved, or unserved. There are many places in New York where people do not have 
access to quality, affordable health care, where the only place where they know to get 

. health care is the emergency room. An,d we must do a better job of providing the, 
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resources so that, no matter who ypu are or where you 'live, when it comes to your health, \ 
you'll have access to the quality pl~ofessionals that all of you will become. 

One of the great discovelie~ that the Human Genome has already given is that we .. 
are all 99.9 percent the same. And jfyou look around this auditorium, you can see people 
with every shape and skin color, di:fferent eye colors, different heights, different ways of 
build and other physical charactetistics, and yet those are superficial differences that are 
contained in 1110 of one percent of:our genetic matetial. Probably one of the greatest 
challenges we will face is lea111ing how to live together and understand how much in 
common we celiainly have. .. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, without knowing a thing about the Human 

Genome Project, "What lies behind' us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared 

to what lies within us." That is certainly true when it comes to our heatis, our minds, and 

our souls, and you are now going into probably the most important profession that 


. anyone can be a pali of. Helping to.keep us healthy, helping to understand more about 
what causes disease and death, and celiainly you carry with you a wonderful education, 
but you will also be judged by what lies within you, as we all are. How you live, and the 
example you set, and the way you serve humanity~ I wish you all a great and successful 
career, but even more than that, a happy and meaningful life. Good luck and God speed. 

### 
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