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Good morning. I am hon<;)fed to jom so many leaders, teachers, principals, 
afterschool ambassadors, and 21 s!t century grantees at this e,xtraordinary symposium. I 
only wish. I could be there in person to thank the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the 
Afterschool Alliance, the Disney'lnstitute, the Disney Learning Partnership, and all of 
you for working tirelessly to proVide quality afterschool programs to every single family 
who needs them., . 1 

i 

For those ofus who are p~ents, we know that worrying is somehow wired into 

our genetic, code. We worry abo~t whether our children will be healthy, whether they 

wi11learn,and, above all, whethet they will be safe. And ifwe work, we worry the· . 


. ' absolute most after the school bell rings, Many of us will stop whatever we are doing at 
tWo or three o'clock and stare nervously. at the clock.. 

.. And with good reason. F6r millions of children, Home Alone is not a funny 
·	movie,but the way they spendtHeirtime after schoo1.and during the summer. It is during 
those hours that our children face the greatest risk of violence and other threats, But; it is . 
also during those hours that they!have the greatestchance to learn and grow and "find the 

· hero within" if we give them quality afterschooLopportunities. . 

We know that afterschool programs can help all children stay safe and succeed in . 
school and in life. We know that, for children at risk, they canmakethe difference 

f • 	 • 

between lives'of accomplishment and lives of hopelessness, But, quite frankly, in the 

·Past, our nation~s commitment to quality afterschooi programs has not reflected the . 

critical role they play. 


That's why, over the'pas~ four years, the Administration has increased funding for 
21 st Century Community Lea.rn.iQ.g Centers from one million.dolhirs to $450 million 
dollars. And, it's why we are as~ing Congress for $i billion next year so that we can 
reach more than two million yo~g people. Only then can we make a real dent in this' 
program, and finally do right by the working parents and children who are relying upon 
us. 

You know, when I wrot¢ my book, "It Takes a Village," there were'those who 
· criticized it by saying, ''No, it only takes parents." Well, had they read even the first 
chapter, they weuld have known, that I, like all of you, believe that parents are the most 
important influences in their children's lives. But parents cannot do it alone. And that's 
why this symposium is so important. 



Because ifwe are going ~O reach your goal of" afterschool for all" by the year 
2010, it will take not only parent~, but also students, teachers and administrators from all 

. over the country. It will take leaders like those from the Afterschool Alliance. It will 
take government officials at every level, including all of you here from the U.S. 
Department of Education. It will: take generous support from organizations such· as the 

. Charles Stewart Mott Foundatiori, the Entertainment Industry Foundation, the· 
Afterschool· Corporation, and theiWalt Disney Company. It will take each and every one 
of us. I 

. I know that together we cl:)I1 give all parents more peace of mind - and all children 
more safe places to go. And when we 9.0, we can look back on this symposium and know 
that the people in this room helpe~ make it possible. Thank you very much. 
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