N A
. e




"bvwg*

L HRC Welcome

)\)Lﬂv Aer— CUS*W L

: DIANE BLAI}R MEMQ_RIAL SERVICE
- DRAFT OUTLINE OF EVENT
JULY 25,2000

. Invocation Rabbi Laura Lieber

u About a year ago Dlane Wrote me a 1etter saymg, “I had the |
most bizarre dream 1ast night in which you and I entered the

- New York City open tennis tournament, as a team. I thmk -

‘we would have done 'much better had we not insisted on
wearing identical, tailored pink pant—sults What does it
- mean? Something about pink panthers.” Now, I never did
figure out the meanlng of the pink pant suits, but I do know
that, on the court and off, there was no one any of us Would o
| rather have on our team. |

[ie: my firsti 1mpresswns of her, what she has meant since then
to me, my family, and all of us. ] |

l And so late last mght as [ was thmkmg about how I could

. possibly do justice to this extraordinary friend and colleague,
‘mother and wife, sister and scholar, teacher, and public
servant...l realized that it was Diane who I Would normally

go to for advice at tough times like this one. It was Diane
who I so often glggled and cried with, Diane who would

~ scold me if I didn’t show enough affection for birds or

moose. It was Dlane who was the best girlfriend I could ever
ask for, and, in so many ways, the sister I never had. So,I
~ thought about some of the items she would have suggested
“that we bring with us today: -



" PROPS: [you can Choose from these. ..they will be up on stage]

| Dlane s glasses (she always had a way of makmg us a11 see things
_more clearly). |

Needlepoint — a1ways managed to do at 1east two thmgs at once.
Books. - |

Tennis Racket. |

- Apron (great cooking/recipes)

Binoculars (for Bird Watchmg)

- Moose (family token) ‘

Pengulns | | _
Wrap (her mother a1ways sa1d as did she, “Don t forget your

- wrap 7). |

B As] went through old plctures and letters 1ast night, I found a
- note Diane once left meiexplaining that she had to go home 5
" right away because her good friend and housekeeper Hazel had
‘passed away. She wrote: “Thank God, I spent the afternoon |
~ before I left home with her holdmg her telling her all she’s

meant tome.” - -

W In the 1ast few months 50 many of us wrote and ca11ed to tell
Diane how much she meant to us -- how she inspired us to reach
- further, or get more 1nvolved or love and live better. All of us
- come here with great Dlane stories, some of wh1 ch we can even
~ tell in pubhc' |
"M There are people here who knew Diane during her years at
~ Cornell and in Washmgton D.C. People who were part of her
morning exercise group or walked the all-seasons trail with her,
- or hiked with her in Yosemlte and Australia. There are people
who have traveled from all over Arkansas, America and the
wor1d to be here today ' ‘
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“'Asklng peop]e to stand: [Do you want to ask them all to stand in a
the same place? Or divide up and ask to stand, as appropriate,
,durrng the program — 1e, students under Diane as educator'?]

‘Could all of Drane S former students please stand?

: Cou]d her colleagues from ;the Unrversrty of Arkansas stand‘7

!
E . .
~ How about everyone who has ever worked on a campar gn with
- Diane, including the famous box boys?
~ What about those who worked with her at the Arkansas
- Educational Television Network or the Corporatlon for Pubhc
~ Broadcasting? |
~How about her colleagues at the Commission on the Status of
- Women or the Commrssmn on Public Employees Rights?
~ Could you please stand if you are part of the S1ngle Parent

Seholarshrp Fund‘?

‘Could everyone who is a member of her beloved Modern Lit Club,
~which has been meeting 81nce the 1920s, please stand?. N
.. And could everyone who has ever received a thank-you note or =

“any other kind letter of apprecratlon from Drane please stand‘?

= Twenty years ago Drane said, “It may not be possible to be a
- serious scholar, a dedrcated teaeher a perfect parent and a.
political activist at the same time, but I’m trying.” Now, I don’t
know anyone who trledl harder or succeeded more at the art of
- living. Somehow Dlane squeezed more life and fulfillment out
- of her'too brief time here on earth than most of us could have
‘. done in 300 or 400 years | '
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Celebrating Diane as fan' Educator.

Early on in our friendship, Diane and [ were both working at the
University of Arkansas.; And we would grab frozen yogurt and
walk through campus together talking about our students, our- - "
lives, and the world around us. [Now, there weren’t a lot of
women professors back then. In fact, when Diane told the

~ chairman of the political science department that she wanted to
‘become a candidate for a master’s degree in political science,
- his first question wasn *tiabout her credentials, or GRE scores. It

Was, “Do you have your thusband’s perrmssmn"”]

| know how Very proud she was of the honorary. degree she ‘
received recently from the Unwer51ty she loved so much. Proud -
not just because of What.lt said about her many contributions to .
academia. But, most of all, because of what it said about her
teaching. Three times she was voted Outstanding Faculty
Member by students. And when anyone asked Diane what she

‘wanted her legacy to be, lshe always pomted to her students

In 30 years, she never 1ost her passmn for the classroom. When | '

you talk to her former students their faces always lights up as

they recount the eolorful_ way she told stories — or the times she

dressed up like President Nixon for Halloween — or her ability

to make politics come alive for everyone. [She was even voted

by the Alumni Magazine as one of the 100 reasons that make

- the University great — Whlch as one friend Jokmgly pointed out_

in a letter, was only sli ghtly higher than ‘making out in the pit’]

In her last few moﬁths, s:o many of the letters she received from

- former students began with, “You probably don’t remember

me...” And, most of them went on to recount how she changed
thelr hves ‘ '



Quotes from recent student letters:

. “When I started back at school.as a 33 year old adult, I was.
‘very apprehensive that I could make it. You not only. taught
me so much but 1nsp1red me to have confidence in my |
ability.” |

“You inspired me and made me think. Much of my success

1s due to you. I appremate the attention you gave me. I only
_'wish every college student in America could have the luxury

of having you teach l:hern

B recall the time you were returmng graded tests to some
of us only to qualify that those whose papers weren’t being
‘returned may have been victims of your children’s air

~ sickness on a plane trip from Little Rock. Teaching i is a gift.
Thank you for shanng your gift with me and others

Introduce Educatlon Speak;ers: [Ask all of them to come up]

Daniel Ferritor, Former Chancellor, U of A

Lou Green, Former student

Penny Miller, Pohtlcal Scientist, Unlversny of Kentucky |
(and close personal fnend) o

S

Iv. Celebratmg Dlane as.a Pubhc Servant

l When Dlane accepted that honorary degree, she asked the
‘graduates to be not only good workers and family members, but

- also good citizens. It Was a message she gave to every single - .
one of us lucky enough to cross her path, and a phllosophy by
which she lived her entire life.



= There are many people in this room — my husband and I |

~ included — who, for decades, have looked to Diane for her Wlse .
counsel on policy and politics. And many of the victories we’ve
“celebrated, including the presidential races in 92 and 96 are hard

to imagine without her. ‘But, no work was above or beneath her. -

She was just as willing tp get down in the trenches and go door :
to door, read through mounds of research, or retype huge parts
‘of a speech after a computer crashed as she was to analyze
eompheated pohcles

n During the 92 race, Diane even rented this little apartment in
~Little Rock, where, for alrnost a year, she lived like a teenager,
eating cold baked beans.out of a can for dinner. And, during
that time, when I called and asked her what I could do for her,
she once said, “I’1l tell you ‘what you can do. You can come
down and sleep on this httle rental fold-out bed and toss and
“turn all night, and eat th;s food!” |

® M 1 remember having Jim and Diane come down to stay with us
’ before the first inaugural. They would tell the guards they were
going to the Blair House, and the guards would say, what are
your names, and they Would say, “Jim and Diane Blair.” Wthh |
the guards thought was thelr 1dea ofa Joke?

I To Diane, pohues was not a dlrty word It was the bread and
butter of our demoeracy -- the way we leave the world a little

" better. And she did it every day, from Washington County to
Washington, D.C. When I was watching that video, [ kept
'thmkmg of all the ways'she’s served. None of us will ever
forget her going head to head with Phylhs Schlaflyon -
Valentine’s Day, 1975. | -
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We remember her standmg up on the Commrssron for the Status

~ of Women. For the Srngle Parent Scholarship Fund. For public - 'v

broadcasting. For the Democratic Party. For candidates up and
~ down the ticket in Arkar'rsas We remember how she showed,
by example why pohtlcls matters, why we all must get mvolved,
- and why, as she said recently, ¢ ‘it 1s 1rnposs1ble to be a good
“person and not be a good eltrzen
I

" »In‘troduce Speakers on Diarlre asa Publ’ic -SerVanr [ask them up]'

- .Frank Cruz, Charrman of the Board Corporatlon for Pubhc _,
B Broadcastmg B ; ‘ ‘
~ Senator Dale Bum]pers )
‘Senator Dav1d Pryor |

V ‘ Celebrating Diane 'a’S" »a Friend. :

l

N | As we were going through the people speakmg today about

Diane in all her many roiles it seemed that all of them could
come L up here and talk about her as a friend. There were many
‘tough tlrnes both professronal and personal, that I, for one,

- cannot imagine having faced without Diane, Somehow she

- always knew when to make us 1augh when to reach out a hand,

- or drop usanote. |

P

E.

- N When | opened letters from her I never qurte knew What I d

- find. It might have been a recipe for { pepper soup, or book and -
~ movie recommendatrona or.a picture-of her witha grandchr]d
which she described as leane in Heaven.” She’d send me
~ vitarnins to keep me healthy, or cartoons to keep me laughing,
or even shoes, which she included with a note sayrng, “I’ve
decrded that happrness begms with happy feet |
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B A few years back, Diane wrote a letter to us in which she
“ recounted a recent Razorbacks basketball game. She wrote:
“Two 8 year-old boys sat behind us and after the Hogs went
over 100, one said to the other, ‘Maybe now we can make 200
points.” - To which the other solemnly replied, ‘That would be
'the awesomest’ ‘. |

M Diane, my friend you are the awesomest. You taught us all
what it means to have real courage, and what it means to be a
real friend. And none of us are done with you yet. The truth i is,
you will never be. far, because 'your life and lessons will live on
in the hearts of everyone WhO had the pnvﬂege of knowmg you
and loving you - :

Introduce Fnends [You can Jom this group on stage if you wish or’

~ sit down].

Martha Sutherland (representmg the Modem Lit Club) :
Rita Davis (close personal fnend)
The Pre31dent i

“_VI. Celebrating Diane as a’ Fami]y Member.

C | rernember in the first few months after we moved to D.C., we

were still adjusting to this new life. Diane was a visiting scholar
~at Brookings. So, she was thankfully nearby. And at times

when my schedule was uneertaln I knew I could count on
Diane to take Chelsea smmewhere such as the doctor’s. It
wasn’t that there weren t Secret Service members and others
who could escort her. But, 1f God forbid we couldn’t go, we
wanted family there. And Diane and Jim were always family.



B Most of our conversatlons over the years mevrtably focused on
what was happening in the lives of our children and families.
Because for all the fancy titles and awards that followed her
name, Diane was probably most proud of her success asa wrfe
and mother and grandmother

W She wrote to me recently, “There 18 really nothmcr more

- gratifying than watchmg one’s own child mature into a loving, -
.accomplished adult. I can’t even begm to describe how blessed
I feel these past two days surrounded by our wonderful children,
each of whom has found ways to let me know how much my
mothering efforts over the years are appreciated.”

B Ask the entire fannly‘to§ stand.

B Ask family members ’spfeaking [tbd]' to come-te the stage.‘ ~[Bi11 |
Kincaid will speak last and introduce Dr. Ed Matthews.

Benediction  Dr. Ed M%ltthews_ |



