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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. First of all, I would like to thank all of you formaking 
us feel so welcome. In patticular, I thank you, Albeit ,Kwak and John Ha and Gilliam Kim, for 
your words and your SUppOit. I would,also like to thank those of you in the audience who 
worked so hard on this event, especially Janet Lee; thank you, and my good fi-iend, Tony George, 
from Cleveland. I thank Lee Ho-Yeon. for the song. Wasn't the song beautiful? Let's give her 
another hand for the beautiful singing .• (Applause.) 

I want to say just a copule of things, if I might; today. First of all, I appreciate the 
previous remarks by Gilliam Kim ab04t the relationship of the United States and Korea and 
South Korea duririg my time: I have b~en to Korea many times to see the people, the leaders, 
and the United States forces there. We, have worked very hard to encourage the new direction in 
NOith Korea and to SUppOit President J;Cimashe has worked to break down the batTiers of the 
past and to build a more peaceful futur~. And I celtainly hope it will be successful. 

I feel very good about what has been done, and I appreciate the SUppOit that this new 
direction has received fi'om other natio:ns in the area. So I hope you will all keep your fingers 
crossed and keep working for it, because it would be a very good thing to make the future in the 
21 st century safer for all of the children ofthe Korean Peninsula and all of Asia. 

The second thing I would like to say is that I have worked very hard for these last eight. 
yeat's to make America a place open arid welcoming to all immigrants, a place of genuine 
oppOitunity that supported people who worked hard and took care of their families and 
contributed to their communities. 

I have worked against discrimination against all people who corne to America fi'om other 
countries, and I've tried to remind our fel10w Americans that all of us carne here from 
somewhere else; even our native popu~ations once crossed a land mass that no longer exists 
between the nOithwest United States and the northeastem patt of Asia. So I welcome you here, . 
and I thank you for yourpatticipation in this event. 



The last thing I would like to say is that I heartily endorse what was said earlier by Mr. 
Kim about hate climes. You know, ev~n though AmeIica has made great progress in 
overcoming our paSt of discIiminationon the basIs of race or ethnic oIigin, or religion, we still 
have instances in our countIy where people are subject to discrimination. And we all know it. 
We can remember by name some of the victims: James Byrd, dragged to death in Texas; 

. Matthew Shepard, stretched out on a fence in Wyoming. We know that a fOlmer basketball 
coach in Chicago was killed because of his race. We know that a young Korean Chlistian was 
killed walking out of a church by a fanatic who said he belonged to a church that did not believe 
in God, but believed in the supremacy of his race. 

We know, thankfully, these pe9ple are a very small minority in our country, but we know 
they have to be rebuked and stopped. {\ndthat is why we SUppOlt the hate crimes legislation. 
Hate crimes are not like other crimes. :People are singled out for victimhood, simply because 
they belong to a celtain race or a cettai:n religion. In Califomia not very long ago, a bunch of' 
little Jewish children were shot at just because they were going into their schObl, and a.Filipino 
postal worker was killed because he whs Filipino and becuase he worked for the federal 
govemment. 

There are very few of these people in our country, thank goodness, but we should pass 

hate climes' legislation to make it clear that we will not tolerate discrimination against people 

simply because of who they are. And I hope all of you will SUppOlt that. 


Now, looking ahead to the future, let me say that I think that Korean Amelicans can have 
a big impact on this election, in New York and in the United States if you are willing to 
palticipate -- not, yes by corning to fundraisers, and we thank you for that -- but also by 
reminding Americans of what an important occasion this election is. In great democracies, 
people tend to make good decisions in ;times of C11Sis because they know that there is trouble all 
around and that change is required. In 1992, the Amelican people gave me a chance to be 
President, because there was trouble al~ around and they knew we hadto change: 

But sometimes when things are going very well, when the economy is in good shape; 
when, as you said, there are fewer people on welfare, when crime is down; when we are moving 
toward greater peace im the world, people may think there is no consequence to the election, 
there are no differences between the ca~didates; everything comes wrapped up in a pretty 
package and no one takes the trouble to open it to see what's'inside in telms of what an election 
is about. ' 

And the rea'ion I say you can make a contIibution is, it is the nature of immigrants to the 
United States from Korea, as you pointed out, to work hard, to try to strengthen family and 
community, and to always think about the future -- in good times as well as tough times,. 

Democracies tend to make som,e of their worst mistakes 
-- if you look throughout human history -- not in the tough times but in the good times. In the 
good times. Why? Becuase it's easy to stop concentrating. It's easy to stop working. It's easy to 



stop trying. It's easy to be fooled into thinking that there are no serious consequences to a 
choice. 

So my message to you today is that I believe that Hillary decided to run for the Senate 
here becuase she knew how selious this election was, because she had spent all of her life as an 
adult working for children and families and better education and health care. She wrote a best
selling book and gave away 100 percent of the profit to children's chatities because she thinks 
that that's the most important issue for anybody's future, and because she understood that wehad 
worked for eight years to turn the cou~try around. And we're moving in the light direction, but 
now we have the chance of a lifetime tp build the future of our dreams for our children. 

The only thing I WOlTY about in this election, the only thing, is that people will either 
I . . 

believe it doesn't make much difference, because times are going along so well -- what difference 
does it make who gets elected presideqt, or who gets elected to the Senate, or who gets elected to 
the Congress. Or, that because things are going along so well and our opponents are making 

. I 

such a detelmined and clever effort to plur the differences, that they simply won't understand 
what the differences are: . 

Sol ask you, not only to support us.in this way,as you have today, and within the Korean 
American community, but to talk to other people in this countl)' with whom you come in contact. 
And remind them that good times are great blessings that impose special responsibilities, and 

. that we may never have another chanc~ to have an election where we can pick people and 
policies that will build the most brilliant future we can imagine, that elections are decisions by 
voters and citizens which have far-reaching consequences on how we will live, and that the good 
times election are as big a test of our judgment and our values and our national character as the 
tough times election. 

Let me just give you a couple of examples. Beginning with the Vice President and 
including Hillal), and all of our Demo~rats, we think our economic policy is pretty good; we 
think it works for America. And we th'ink it should be continued and intensified in the years 
ahead. What do I mean by that? We \~ant to give the American people a tax cut that we can 
afford based on what we think our surpluses will be in the years head to help people educate their 
children, pay for child care, pay for lorig-telm care for the elderly and disabled, save for 
retirement. 

t 

We want to save some money to i.nvest in education and health care and scientific and 
technological research. And we want to keep paying down the national debt until America is out 
of,debt, to keep interest rates low so people like you can bOlTOW money to start businesses, to 
buy homes, to send your children to college at lower interest rates. That's our policy. 

Their policy is to say to the Amelican people: We have a projected surplus over the next 
10 years of $2 tlillion. It is your money, you worked for it, and we are going to give it all back' 
to you tight now. 

Now, that sounds vel)' good. \¥hat isthe problem with it? It is a projected surplus. So if 
we cut taxes right now by the amount sf money we think we're going to have over the next 10 



years, we will cut taxes whether the m~:mey comes in or not, and we will have no money for 
education, 'for health· care, for investment in the future, And we will not pay this debt off, and 
then, if the projected income figures m:e wrong, we'll be back in deficits, making the same' 
mistakes we were making eight years ago when the American people gave me a chance to 
change this country. That is the big ec:onomic issue, 

Their polici~s will raise interest rates. Our policies will keep them lower. Our policies 
I . 

will give people an effective tax cut of hundreds ofbiHion doHm's in lower horne mortgage rates, 
lower business loan rates, lower college loan rates,lower car payment rates. Clem' choice. Huge 
difference, Most people don't know it'yet. You can help. 

We have differences in education policy, in health care policy. We want everybody to 
have affordable health insurance that they can buy. We want older people on Medicare to be 
able to buy prescription dmgs. We want to lengthen the life of Social Security and Medicare so 
that when all of the people in the so-called "baby boom" generation retire, we do not impose a 
burden on our children and their ability to raise our,grandchildren. ' 

We want to have a country where the streets are safe for people to walk. We have a 
much lower crime rate now than we did.when I took office, But I'm sure you believe it's still too 
high. Huge difference in the two palti~s, from the presidency to the Senate. candidates, to the 
Congress, on what we would do. . 

We believe there are still too many criminals' and children who have handguns, and it 
leads to too much violence. We believe that we should strengthen our laws in that regard, to do 
more rigorous background checks on p'eople who try to buy guns, We think if someone buys a 
handgun, they ought to ,get a license like you do with a car, that says you have passed a 
background check and you understand: how to use the gun safely. They strongly disagree with it. 

It's a big choice. There is no pQint in pretending that there is not a difference here and 
that it won't have consequences. So thiese m'e just some of the issues that I wanted to bring up. 
We favor the hate crimes legislation, Droad and inclusive. Their leadership is opposed to it. Big 
difference. 

So what I ask you to do is, nllll}ber one, keep being a good example for all Amelicans 
with your work ethic and your strong ~amilies and your contributions to community. Number 
two, thank you 'for being here to help Millary. She will be the most outstanding advocate New 
York could possibly have for children land families, for jobs and health care and education. 

I 

Number three, remind your fellow Am'elicans not to go to sleep this election year; that what you 
do in good times is just as impOltant, r0aybe more impOltant, as what you do in bad times in an 
election; that elections m'e choices with real consequences. 

I am absolutely convinced if the American people and the people in New York clearly 
understnad it's a big election, there are big differences, and what the differences are, that Hillary 
will be the next Senator, Vice Presidellt Gore will be the next President, and America's best days 
are still ahead. That's what I believe. (Applause.) , 



Now I would like to introduce the First Lady, my wife, by telling you that, as far as J 
know, I have now run my last nice. I ~ill never be a candidate for anything again. I will spend 
my time helping other people to nm fa,r office and to serve our country. . 

I have had, since I was a very young man, the opportunity to work with literally hundreds 
of people in public life who were running for office,first helping them to get elected, then 
getting elected myself. Now I am retu\l1ing to my OIiginal role as a citizen. . 

Of all the hundreds of people Ihave known, including many presidents and candidates 
for president, I have never known any6ne who had the same combination of intelligence and 
passion and knowledge and ability to get things done for children, for families, for education, for 
health care, that my wife does. 

I 

She has never presented herself for public office before. She's spent 30 years working for 
other people and other causes before they were popular, When no one else paid attention to them. 
And I frankly am grateful that she has been given the chance by the peop1 e of New York to run 
for the Senate, and I hope for the sake ;of this state and the children of our country that she wi 11 
have a chance to serve, because she c~n do things and she knows things that no one else now in 
our public life can do and know, just because of the life she has lived. 

It is a very good thing that she :is doing. Although I'd just as soon we were out relaxing 
somewhere, I am glad that she wants t6 do it. I am glad that you're helping her, and 1 hope you 
will help her every day between now and November, because it's the best thing that could 
possibly happen for the people and th~ future ofNew York and for our countly. 

Please bring my wife up now to the floor. Thank you. 
(Applause.) 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you so much. I'm absolutely delighted to have the President 
here today. And I am grateful for all of his leadership. And I know that many of you here in this 
room believe as I do that our country i~ a better place today than it was in 1992 because of his 
leadership, and I am velY appreciative-- (applause) -- of that, and of his continuing effOlts on 
behalf of so many causes and people that we care about. 

. I want to thank AlbeIt Kwak. '!rhank you, Albeit, for helping to put this together. I want 
to thank Gilliam Kim for your strong words and your leadership. I want to thank John Ha and, 
especially, thank you, Mr. Ha, for your incredible effolts on behalf of sen ior citizens and on 
behalf of the Korean American comm¥nity here in New York. 

I am velY appreciative to Janet: Lee and Tony George and evelyone who came today for 
your SUppOlt. And I am deeply grateful for the kind words and the enthusiasm that I have found 
in the Korean community here in Ne~ York. Some of you were with me -- I know Su Na Lee* 
and others were with me when I was irt Flushing-Queens at a wondelful restaurant with many of 
the leaders of the Korean Amelican cqmmunity. But more than that, it was a living example of 
what Korean Americans have meant t<;> New York and America. 



Flushing-Queens has been tran'sformed by the hard work and commitment and business 
success and strong families and work ethic of Korean Americans. And there are neighborhoods, . I . 
from New York to St. Louis to Chicago, to Los Angeles that could be the same example that j 
saw in Flushing. And so, I want to staft by thanking the Korean Americans for your many 
contributions to the life of America. Without you, we would not be as. successful and rich a 
country as we are today. And I appladd you and ask y~u to applaud yourselves for the 
contributions of KOI'ean Americans. (Applause.) 

I 

And while 1 was there in Flush~ng at the event that was held for me by my suppOIters 
here in New York, I was given the privilege of heating about the issues that Korean Americans 
care most deeply about. And Mr Kim mentioned them. Hate climes, a continuing problem that 
we must eliminate and stamp out in oItr country. And patticularly we must get beyond the 
continuing vestiges of disclimination imd bias and stereotyping that puts any American or any 
person at risk of a hate crime or of discrimination. 

We know velY well that the stdtistics that Mr. Kim talked about about the numbers of 
Korean Americans who attend and gr<:).duate fi'om college, about the successes that have really 
been the hallmat'k of your involvement and citizenship here in 'the United States, that must be the 

. image of Korean Americans. And I pl,edge to you that I will work in pattnership with you to end 
hate climes and end disclimination w~erever they occur -- at any time, anywhere, against any 
person. And with your strong help, we can make that happen. (Applause.) 

I was also~infolmed about the impOItance of continuing the economic prosperity that we 
have seen in the last eight years and which the President just discussed, as well as expanding 
educational oppOItunities so that evelY child, no matter where that child lives, has access to a 
modem education with qualified teachers and the technology that is needed for the new 
economy. 

We also spoke about the need:ofhealth care in the Korean Amelican community. There 
are a large number of uninsured Korean Americans and many people who don't have access to 
quality affordable health care, which l' hope to be able to work on in the Senate. 

I also know that older Korean Americans, the senior citizens that John Ha represents, also 
need attention. That's why it's so impbltant that we take care of Social Security and Medicare 
and add a prescliption dmg benefit sO; that senior citizens can afford the medications that at'e 
needed to prolong life and keep the quality of life going. 

These are all issues that I heat~ about, not only in the Korean Amelican community in 
Flushing, not only from the stage here at this event, but fi'om New Yorkers throughout the state. 
Evelywhere I go, I hear about the saIT).e issues. And I think that is a velY good sign, that if we all 
work together, if we cross the lines th'at sometimes divide us, we will make progress together 

And that is celtainly my goal in mnning for the Senate, to be a strong and steady voice 
and vote for the needs and interests of New Yorkers from evelY palt of the state and fi'om evelY 
background. 



I recently read that when the cynsus is completed it will show that40 percent of the 
people living in New York City were fuorn outside of the United States, I think that is a 
wonderful statistic because, without immigration coming in to New York, without the 
contributions of immigrants, their culture, their experiences, their heritage, New York would not 
be New York So we can celebrate the rich diversity and heritage that makes it possible for us to 
know that New York is really the world, that every part of the world is represented here, 

But New York is also a leader, and we have to continue that leadership, And one of the 
ways we can do that is in this election:in November, voting for America's continuing leadership 
in the world and in the economy, 

I have been very privileged to work in the Administration alongside my husband and the 
Vice President for eight years, and I arnvery proud of the progress and the prosperity we enjoy 
today, Butas the President said, nothing is wlitten in concrete. We have to make decisions 
every day whether we will keep working to maintain that progress and prosperity. 

It is no different in a life or in a family. You can be very successful but one day decide 
you won't get up and go to work, or ddcide that.you would much rather go on vacation than pay 
the mOltgage, or decide that YOl,ir business is doing so well, do something entirely different that 
mayor may not work. 

. Well, it is the same in politics.: Every day people who are in public office and millions of 
people who are citizens make a decision as to whether we will continue with the policies that 
have worked or do something differen~. And in this election we will be voting to detelmine 
whether we keep going in the direction we have been proceeding as a nation. 

We will be voting to detelmin¢ whether we keep going in the direction we have been 
proceeding as a nation. Now, you kndw that I believe that we have done very well as a country, 
Arid it's not just on the economy; we ~ave ended welfare as we knew it, we have lowered the 
crime rate, we have improved educati~n, we have extended health care to the children of 
working families. 

We have seen so many positiv~ changes in the last eight years. But we could wake up the 
day after the election and decide that \ve just didn't try hard enough to continue that. Because the 
decision as to whether we will or not l'ests with each ofus. . , 

The President will keep working hard every day. He will make speeches, he will 
campaign on behalf of Democrats across the country. The Vice President will tell the country 
what he will do to improve the econorpy or education, or health care or the environment. I will 
continue to travel throughout New Yark, telling New Yorkers in my campaign on the issues' what 
I will do in the Senate, but, ultimately:whether any of this goes fOlward rests in the hands of 
voters like all of you. 

So I thank you for your suppo~ of my campaign for the Senate. I thank you for your 
support of the President and the Vice ,President and everyone who has worked with them to make 
our country so strong and prosperous., But I ask you to be sure to talk about the issues that are 

, . , 



inipOltant to New Yorkers, to Korean Americans, to all of us in the days and weeks ahead. 
Because we hall have a choice to decide whether we go fOlward together or make a U-tum back 
to the past. 1 

I believe we'll make the light c,hoice in New York and in Amelica, and J thank you for 
helping me get my message out, and I look fOlward to working with you in the future. 

I 

Thank you very much. (Appl~use.) 


END 2:27 P.M. EDT' 



