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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. First of all, I would liketo thank all of you formaking
us feel so welcome. In particular, I thank you, Albert Kwak and John Ha and Gilliam Kim, for .
your words and your support. Iwouldla so like to thank those of you in the audience who
worked so hard on this event, especially Janet Lee; thank you, and my good friend, Tony George,
from Cleveland. I thank Lee Ho- Yeon, for the song. Wasn't the song beautiful? Let s give her
another hand for the beautiful smgmg - (Applause.)

I want to say just a copule of things, if I might, today. First of all, I appreciate the
previous remarks by Gilliam Kim about the relationship of the United States and Korea and
~ South Korea during my time. I have been to Korea many times to see the people, the leaders,
and the United States forces there. We have worked very hard to encourage the new direction in
North Korea and to support President Kim as he has worked to break down the barriers of the
past and to build a more peaceful future. And 1 certainly hope it will be successful.

I feel very good about what has been done, and I appreciate the support that this new
direction has received from other nations in the area. So [ hope you will all keep your fingers
crossed and keep working for it, because it would be a very good thing to make the future in the
21st century safer for all of the children of the Korean Peninsula and all of Asia.

The second thing I would like to say is that I have worked very hard for these last eight .
. years to make America a place open and welcoming to all immigrants, a place of genuine
opportunity that supported people who worked hard and took care of their families and
contributed to their communities.

I have worked against discrimination against all people who come to America from othcn
- countries, and I've tried to remind our fellow Americans that all of us came here from
somewhere else; even our native populatlons once crossed a land mass that no longer exists
between the northwest United States and the northeastern part of Asia. Sol welcome you here,
and I thank you for your participation in this event.



The last thmg I would like to say is that I heartily endorse what was said earlier by Mr.
Kim about hate crimes. You know, even though America has made great progress in
overcoming our past of discrimination on the basis of race or ethnic origin, or religion, we still
have instances in our country where people are subject to discrimination. And we all know it.
We can remember by name some of the victims: James Byrd, dragged to death in Texas;

Matthew Shepard, stretched out on a fence in Wyoming. We know that a former basketball

coach in Chicago was killed because of his race. We know that a young Korean Christian was
killed walking out of a church by a fanatic who said he belonged to a church that did not believe
in God, but believed in the supremacy of his race.

We know, thankfully, these people are a very small minority in our country, but we know
they have to be rebuked and stopped. And that is why we support the hate crimes legislation.
Hate crimes are not like other crimes. People are singled out for victimhood, simply because
they belong to a certain race or a certain religion. In California not very long ago, a bunch of*
little Jewish children were shot at just because they were going into their school, and a Filipino
postal worker was killed because he was Filipino and becuase he worked for the federal
government.

There are very few of these people in our country, thank goodness, but we should pass
hate crimes legislation to make it clear that we will not tolerate discrimination against people
simply because of who they are. And I hope all of you will support that.

Now, looking ahead to the future, let me say that I think that Korean Americans can have
a big impact on this election, in New York and in the United States if you are willing to
participate -- not, yes by coming to fundraisers, and we thank you for that -- but also by
reminding Americans of what an important occasion this election is. In great democracies,
people tend to make good decisions in times of crisis because they know that there is trouble all
around and that change is required. In:1992, the American people gave me a chance to be
President, because there was trouble al] around and they knew we had to change:

But sometimes when things are: going very well, when the economy is in good shape;
when, as you said, there are fewer people on welfare, when crime is down; when we are moving
toward greater peace im the world, pedple may think there is no consequence to the election,
there are no differences between the candidates; everything comes wrapped up in a pretty
package and no one takes the trouble t@ open it to see what's inside in terms of what an electl on
is about.

And the reason I say you can make a contribution is, it is the nature of immigrants to the
United States from Korea, as you pointed out, to work hard, to try to strengthen family and
community, and to always think about the future -- in good times as well as tough times..

Democracies tend to make some of their worst mistakes
-- if you look throughout human hlstory -- not in the tough times but in the good times. In the
good times. Why? Becuase it's easy to stop concentrating. It's easy to stop working. It's easy to



stop trymg It's easy to be fooled into thinking that there are no serious consequences to a
choice.

So my message to you today is that | believe that Hillary decided to run for the Senate
here becuase she knew how serious this election was, because she had spent all of her life as an
adult working for children and families and better education and health care. She wrote a best-
selling book and gave away 100 percent of the profit to children's charities because she thinks
that that's the most important issue for anybody's future, and because she understood that we had
worked for eight years to turn the country around. And we're moving 1n the right direction, but
now we have the chance of a lifetime to build the future of our dreams for our children.

The only thing I worry about mI this election, the only thing, is that people will either
believe it doesn't make much difference, because times are going along so well -- what difference
- does it make who gets elected president, or who gets elected to the Senate, or who gets elected to
the Congress. Or, that because things are going along so well and our opponents are making
such a detelmmed and clever effort to b]ul the differences, that they simply. won't understand
what the differences are:

So I ask you, not only to support us.in this way, as you have today, and within the Korean
American community, but to talk to other people in this country with whom you come in contact.
And remind them that good times are great blessings that impose special responsibilitiés, and
 that we may never have another chancé to have an election where we can pick people and
policies that will build the most brilliant future we can imagine, that elections are decisions by
voters and citizens which have far-reaching consequences on how we will live, and that the good -
times election are as big a test of our judgment and our values and our national character as the
tough times election.

Let me just give you a couple of examples. Beginning with the Vice President and
including Hillary and all of our Democrats, we think our economic policy is pretty good; we
think it works for America. And we thlnk it should be continued and intensified in the years
ahead. What do I mean by that? We want to give the American people a tax cut that we can
afford based on what we think our surpluses will be in the years head to help people educate their
children, pay for child care, pay for long-term care for the elderly and disabled, save for
retirement. .

We want to save some money to invest in education and health care and scientific and
technologlcal research. And we want to keep paying down the national debt until America is out
of debt, to keep interest rates low so people like you can borrow money to start businesses, to
buy homes, to send your children to college at lower interest rates. That's our policy.

Their policy is to say to the American people: We have a projected surplus over the next
10 years of $2 trillion. It i$ your money, you worked for it, and we are going to give it all back -
to you right now.

Now, that sounds very good. What isthe problem with it? It is a projected surplus. So if
we cut taxes right now by the amount of money we think we're going to have over the next 10



years, we will cut taxes whether the money comes in or not, and we will have no money for
education, for health- care, for investmént in the future. And we will not pay this debt off, and
then, if the projected income figures are wrong, we'll be back in deficits, making the same |
mistakes we were making eight years ago when the American people gave me a chance to

change this country. That is the big ccfonomic issue.

Their pohmes will ratse mterest rates. Our policies will keep them lower. Our policies
will give people an effective tax cut of hundreds of billion dollars in lower home mortgage rates,
lower business loan rates, lower collcgc loan rates, lower car payment rates. Clear choice. Huge
difference. Most people don't know it 'yet. You can help.

We have differences in education policy, in health care policy. We want everybody to
have affordable health insurance that they can buy. We want older people on Medicare to be
able to buy prescription drugs. We want to lengthen the life of Social Security and Medicare so
that when all of the people in the so-called "baby boom" generation retire, we do not 1mpose a
bur den on our children and their ablhty to raise our.grandchildren.

We want to have a ccuntry whef:re the streets are safe for people to walk. We have a
much lower crime rate now than we did.when I took office. But I'm sure you believe it's still too
high. Huge difference in the two partles ﬁom the presidency to the Senate. candzdates to the
Congress, on what we would do.

We beélieve there are still too many criminals and children who have handguns, and it
leads to too much violence. We believe that we should strengthen our laws in that regard, to do
more rigorous background checks on people who try to buy guns. We think if someone buys a
handgun, they ought to.get a license hke you do with a car, that says you have passed a’
background check and you undelstand how to use the gun safely. They strongly disagree with it.

It's abig choice. There is no pc}int in pretending that there is not a difference here and
that it won't have consequences. So thiese are just some of the issues that I wanted to bring up.
We favor the hate crimes legislation, broad and inclusive. Their leadership is opposed to it. Big
difference. :

So what I ask you to do is, number one, keep being a good example for all Americans
with your work ethic and your strong fam1]1es and your contributions to community. Number
two, thank you for being here to help Hlllary She will be the most outstanding advocate New
York could possibly have for children and families, for jobs and health care and education.
Number three, remind your fellow Americans not to go to sleep this election year; that what you
do in good times is just as important, maybe more important, as what you do in bad times in an
election; that elections are choices with real consequences.

I am absolutely convinced if the American peéple and the people in New York clearly

* understnad it's a big election, there are big differences, and what the differences are, that Hillary

will be the next Senator, Vice President Gore will be the next Pr emdent and America's best days
are stil] ahead. That's what I beheve (Applause )
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Now I would like to introduce the First Lady, my wife, by telling you that, as far as I
-know, I have now run my last race. Iwill never be a candidate for anything again. I will spend
my time helping other people to run for office and to serve our country.

[ have had, since I was a very young man, the opportunity to work with literally hundreds
of people in public life who were nmnmg for office, first helping them to get elected, then
gettmg elected myself. Now [ am 1etummg to my original role as a citizen.

Of all the hundreds of people I'have known, inc]uding many presidents and candidates
for pr esident, I have never known anyone who had the same combination of intelligence and
passion and knowledge and ability to get things done for children, fo1 families, for educatlon for
health care, that my wife does.

She has never lprescnted herself for public office before. She's spent 30 years working for
other people and other causes before they were popular, when no one else paid attention to them.
And I frankly am grateful that she has been given the chance by the people of New York to run
for the Senate, and I hope for the sake of this state and the children of our country that she will
have a chance to serve, because she can do things and she knows things that no-one else now in
our public life can do and know, just because of the life she has lived.

Itis a very good thing that she is doing. Although I'd just as soon we were out relaxing
somewhere, I am glad that she wants to do it. I am glad that you're helping her, and 1 hope you
will help her every day between now and November, because it's the best thing that could
possibly happen for the people and the: future of New York and for our country.

Please bring my wife up now to the floor. Thank you.
(Applause.)

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you so much. I'm absolutely delighted to have the President
here today. And I am grateful for all of his leadership. AndI know that many of you here in this
room believe as I do that our country is a better place today than it was in 1992 because of his
leadership, and I am very appreciative -- (applause) -- of that, and of his continuing efforts on
behalf of so many causes and people that we care about.

- I want to thank Albert Kwak. Thank you, Albert, for helping to put this together. | want
to thank Gilliam Kim for your str ong words and your leadership. I want to thank John Ha and,
especially, thank you, Mr. Ha, for your incredible efforts on behalf of senior citizens and on
behalf of the Korean American community here in New York.

1 am very appreciative to Janet Lee and Tony George and everyone who came today for
your support. And I am deeply glateful for the kind words and the enthusiasm that I have found
in the Korean community here in New York. Some of you were with me -- | know Su Na Lee*
and others were with me when I was in Flushing-Queens at a wonderful restaurant with many of
the leaders of the Korean American community. But more than that, it was a living example of
what Korean Americans have meant to New York and America.



Flushing-Queens has been transformed by the hard work and commitment and business
success and strong families and work ethic of Korean Americans. ‘And there are neighborhoods,
from New York to St. Louis to Chicagb, to Los Angeles that could be the same example that |
saw in Flushing. And so, [ want to stait by thanking the Korean Americans for your many
contributions to the life of America. Without you, we would not be as successful and rich a
country as we are today. And I applaud you and ask you to applaud yourselves for the
contributions of Korean Americans. (prplause.)

And while I was there in Flushing at the event that was held for me by my supporters
here in New York, [ was given the privilege of hearing about the issues that Korean Americans
care most deeply about. And Mr. Kim mentioned them. Hate crimes, a continuing problem that
we must eliminate and stamp out in our country. And particularly we must get beyond the
continuing vestiges of discrimination and bias and stereotyping that puts any American or any
person at risk of a hate crime or of discrimination.

We know very well that the statistics that Mr. Kim talked about about the numbers of
Korean Americans who attend and graduate from college, about the successes that have really
been the hallmark of your involvement and citizenship here in the United States, that must be the
~image of Korean Americans. And I pledge to you that I will work in partnership with you to end
hate crimes and end discrimination wherever they occur — at any time, anywhere, against any
person. And with your strong help, we can make that happen. (Applause.)

1 was also'informed about the importance of continuing the economic prosperity that we
have seen in the last eight years and which the President just discussed, as well as expanding
educational opportunities so that every child, no matter where that child lives, has access to a
modern education with qualified teachers and the technology that is needed for the new
economy.

We also spoke about the need of health care in the Korean American community. There
are a large number of uninsured Kor ean Americans and many people who don't have access to
‘quality affordable health care, which 1 hope to be able to work on in the Senate.

[ also know that older Korean Americans, the senior citizens that John Ha represents, also
need attention. That's why it's so important that we take care of Social Security and Medicare
and add a prescription drug benefit so that senior citizens can afford the medications that are
needed to prolong life and keep the quality of life going.

These are all issues that I hear about, not only in the Kérean American community in
Flushing, not only from the stage heré at this event, but from New Yorkers throughout the state.
Everywhere I go, I hear about the same issues. And I think that is a very good sign, that if we all
work together, if we cross the lines that sometimes divide us, we will make progress together.

And that is certainly my goal in running for the Senate, to be a strong and steady voice
and vote for the needs and inter: ests of New Yorkers from every part of the state and from every
background.



I recently read that when the cénsus is completed it will show that40 percent of the
people living in New York City were born outside of the United States. I think that is a
wonderful statistic because, without immigration coming in to New York, without the
contributions of immigrants, their culture, their experiences, their heritage, New York would not
be New York. So we can celebrate the rich diversity and heritage that makes it possible for us to
know that New York is really the wox]d that every part of the world is represented here.

But New York is also a leader, and we have to continue that leadership. And one of the
ways we can do that is in this electionin November, voting f01 America's continuing leadership
in the world and in the economy.

I have been very privileged to work in the Administration alongside my husband and the
Vice President for eight years, and I am very proud of the progress and the prosperity we enjoy
today. But as the President said, nothing is written in concrete. We have to make decisions
every day whether we will keep working to maintain that progress and prosperity.

It is no different in a life or in a family. You can be very successful but one day decide
you won't get up and go to work, or decide that.you would much rather go on vacation than pay
the mortgage, or decide that youl business is doing so well, do something entirely different that
may or may not work. : :

"Well, it is the same in politics. “Every day people who are in public office and millions of
people who are citizens make a decm]on as to whether we will continue with the policies that
have worked or do something differ ent And in this election we will be voting to determine
whether we keep gomg in the direction we have been proceeding as a nation.’

We will be voting to determmc whether we keep going in the direction we have been
proceeding as a nation. Now, you know that I believe that we have done very well as a country
And it's not just on the economy; we have ended welfare as we knew it, we have lowered the
crime rate, we have improved educatl @n we have extended health care to the children of
working families.

We have seen so many positivyfe changes in the last eight years. But we could wake up the
day after the election and decide that we just didn’t try hard enough to continue that. Because the
decision as to whether we will or not rests with each of us.

The President will keep workixf’lg hard every day. He will make speeches, he will
campaign on behalf of Democrats across the country. The Vice President will tell the country
what he will do to improve the economy or education, or health care or the environment. T will
continue to travel throughout New York, telling New Yorkers in my campaign on the issues what
I will do in the Senate, but, ultimately whether any of this goes forward rests in the hands of
voters like all of you. : : '

So I thank you for your support of my campaign for the Senate. I thank you for your
support of the President and the Vice President and everyone who has worked with them to make
our country so strong and prosperous., But I ask you to be sure to talk about the issues that are



important to New Yorkers, to-Korean }\mericans, to all of us in the days and weeks ahead.
Because we hall have a choice to decide whether we go forward together or make a U-turn back
to the past. ! o

I believe we'll make the right choice in New York and in America, and I thank you for
helping me get my message out, and I'look forward to working with you in the future..

Thank you very much. (Applefuse.)
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