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Hillary's Announcement Speech 

I 
~urchase College (SUl\TY) . 

I 

. I want to th~mk .Chuck Scht~mer, Charlie Rangle and Nita 
Lowe for their friendship, for their kind words and for all that 

. I 
each of them does for New:York. And I \\iant to thank all the 
members of the congressional delegation who are here today. 
. I 
Thank you, all, for coming.' And I want to thank Comptroller 

. I 

Carl McCall, Speaker Shel~ey Silver and all of the state 
elected officials who are with us. 

1 

And I am so pleased to be here at Purchase College State 
I . 

University ofNew York. I know that Purchase was recently 
named one of the finest reg1ional public liberal arts colleges in . 
t~e entire country. And it i~ part of the greatest state 
university system in this country. I.thank all of the young 

. I . 
singers and entertainers, and I especially want to thank Amity 
Weiss from Ithaca for reprJsenting young New Yorkers and all 
of their possibilities. Thank you, Amity. 

I 

And I thank all my fellow New Yorkers for coming out on this .. 
wintry Sunday afternoon t~ be with me,my longtime friends, 
my new supporters, elected officials, all of you, I appreciate 

. your being with me and I !<.how that there are about a . 
I 

thousand more in the over~ow room and I'm very glad you 

could be here as well. I'm so grateful to Bill and Chelsea, my 

mother and my brothers an4 all of our families, those who 

could be with us ~md those iwho could not today. And I'm 

pleased that I have with m~ also some old friends from my 

childhood in Chicago, my college days and law school years· 

in New England, my won4rful years in Arkansas and. as First 

Lady. Thank you all for alifetime's worth of love and 


Iencouragement. 

: . . I . 

You know, the first time I spoke to a group this large was at 
my college commencement in 1969. I'm a little older now, a 
little blonder, a lot humblet. I've gone to work, I've raised a 



I 

I 

i 
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child and I've spent 30 year~l trying to better the lives of· 
children and families. But I bften return to one thing I said way 
back then: that politics is th~ art of making possible what 
appears to be impossible. I still believe ·that today. We can do 

. what 'seems impossible if wJ have the vision, the passion and 
the will to do it together. W~'ve seen \yhat's possible andthe 
progress we've made over tHe last seven years and I am proud 

I . 
and grateful to have been a part of it. 

And I am convinced we canlmove on fromhere to meet the 
challenges that lie ahead. We can strengthen our families. 
We can protect our children! We can improve our schools. 
We can provide health care to all our citizensiand we can 
bring good jobs to every corinerofNew York. .. 

! I·' 
Because I believe we can meet these challenges together, I 
am honored today toannou4ce my candidacy for the United 
States Senate from New York. ' 

I 
I, 


Thank you. I 

I 

I 
Now, Jknow some people are asking why I'm doing this here 
,and now, and that's a fair q~estion. Here's my answer and 
'why I hope you'll put me to Iwork for you. I may be new to the 
neighborhood, but I'm not new to your concerns. ' . I . . 

When I ate lunch with teacHers at a school in Queens, I heard 
how hard it is to teach ancll~arn when 2,000 kids are ' 
crammed into a building de~igned for half that riumber. And I 
thought. I thought about the! work I've done for 20 years to 
improve our public schools.INow I want to make sure that 
every child in New Y ork ha~ the best possible public 

I 

education, with well-trained teachers in modem classrooms, 
I . 

connected to the Internet. Tpat's why I want to be your 
seNator. 

I 

When I visited businesses fi'om Jamestown to Great Neck, I 
I . ' 

thought about my father, wno ran a small business and ' 
worked hard every day. I thbught of all the work I did, first in , 
Arkansas and then as First lLady,throughout America and in 
developing countries, to improve trai~ing for workers and 
provide credit for entrepreneurs and bring jobs to areas with 
high unemployment. Now II want to bring the prosperity of this 
new economy to all New Yorkers, from upstate towns and 
farms to inner-city neighbofhoods. That's why I wanttb be 
your senator. 



I 
When I spoke with breast-cancer survivors at Adelphi , 
University, I thought about Bill's mother and the courageous 
battle she fought until. her last Iday. Over the past seven 
years, I've worked to mclude annual mammograms under , 
Medicare and to increase funding for research, detection and 
treatment of breast cancer. Nor I want finally to pin down the 
. environmental connections to cancer on Long Island or . I . , 
elsewhere. And I want to prov:ide the research funds to prevent . . I • 
and cure cancer, AIDS and otner diseases. Thafs why I want 
to be your senator'.1 · . 

You know, when I sat on porches and in backyards froI1). 
Elmira to New Rochelle, I he~rd parents' concerns about the 
media's influence on their chiltlren. And I thought about all the 
conversations Bill and I had ~itli our friends when Chelsea 

'. was growing up abol,lt how to ~rotect our children from the 
influences of a popular cultur~ that glorifies guns and violence. ' 
That's why I've advocated for petter programming for children, 
the V chip and zero tolerance for guns in school. Now, I want ­
the challenge the entertainment industry to establish a, • 
vol~ntary uniform rating syste'ms for movies, TV programs and 
video games that parents can dctually use to protect their·: . ,.' , 

children. That's why I want to Ibe your senator. . . 

When I listen to young peoPleifrom Buffalo to Brooklyn talk 
about how a caring adult or an, after-school program turned . 
their lives around, I thought atiout all the children I had tutored 
.and represented over the yead who were very poor or victims 
of child abuse or caught up in the foster care system. I'm , 
more committed than ever to ~elpingthese children, to giving 
them the child care and the preschool, the summer school, I . . . 
after-school and mentoring programs they need. After all, 

. they're all our children. And t~at's why I want to be your . 
senator. I 

For over 30 years in many dif~erent ways I've seen first hand 
the kinds of challenges New ytorkers face today. Icare about 
the same issues you do. I understand them and I know I ql1l 
make progress on them. That's! why, my friends, I want to be 
your senator. " i 

I 

My life's work has been motiv~ted by fundamental beliefs that 
are at the heart ofmy decisipnlto run. I believe every child 
counts and every child should have a chance. fbelieve raising 
children is every parent's mostlimportantjob. I believe all 



I 
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parents, all parents, must bel responsible and be able to 

succeed at home and at work and that no child should grow 

up in poverty in America inlihe 21st century. , 


1believe the solutions to oJ public problems ought to be 

based on core American val!ues: community and opportunity, 

responsibility and enterpris~. That means I support a , 

balanced budget and more ihvestments in education;, welfare 

reform and better child care! for working parents; tougher child 


I . 
support enforcement and second-chance homes for unwed 

mothers; ~ore police on thd beat and fewer guns on the 

street; better protection for the environment and steady 

economiC progress. I " 


I'm a new Democrat. I don,J believe government is the source 

of all our problems or the s~lution to them. But I do believe 

that when people live. up to j1their responsibilities, we ought to 

live up to ours to help them build better lives. That's the basic 

bargain we owe one another in America today. 


"To fulfill that basic bargain for New York I'll have to fight. Well, 
I've had,some experience with that, too. When I pushed for 
teacher testing and higher standards in the 1980's in the face 
of protests and boycotts, wlien I went to Beijing to speak out 
for women's rights as huma~ rights in the face of strong 
opposition to my trip, both here and there, when I tried to get 
affordable quality health ca~e for all Americans against all the 
odds and the special interest groups, I won the first two I . 
battles and, as you may rec~ll, I lost the last one. But instead 
of giving up, I learned to take a different approach. That's why 
!I fought for the children's hbalth insurance program, which 

r 

already has insured two million children with funding for three· 
million more. That's why --I that's wh~ I fo~ght to ma~e sure . 
new mothers could at least stay overmght In the hospItal and 

r • 

to protect workers from losing their insurance if they change 
jobs. That's why I'm still fi~hting for areal patient's bill of 
. tights and why I'll keep figrting until every Am~ricanhas 
access to health care. Ifyolfll put me, tO,work for you, I'll take 
these values to the United States Senate and I'll fight my . 
heart out for you every sin~le day. I'll beon your side in the 
fight for higher standards, smaller classes and well-trained 
teachers in modern classro~ms so that our kids can learn 

. r , . 

what I call the six R's: not just reading, writing and 'rithmetic, 

but also responsibility, re~p'ect and results. ' . 


, . ' ' I" 

I'll be on your side in the fight for a fiscal plan that pays down 

I , / 

I 

I 
I 



. 	 .. 

the national debt, strengthens social security for at least 50 

years and modernizes Meditare with new prescription'drug 


coverage. :\ " " " ' , 

, ' 1" 	 , 

I'll be on your side in the fight for t<:trgeted tax cuts to " 
middhi-income families to Help with some ofour bigge~t 

, worries, deductions for coll~ge tuitIon, easing the marriage, ' 

pen~1ty, and a tax credit forithe c'~re ~f aging or disable:d 

famIly members. I'll be on Yjour SIde m the fight for a real 

increase in the minimum wage, an expanded earned-income 


I 	 , 

,tax credit for working families and equalpay for every woman 

in every job. 


\ 	 1'11. be on your side in the fight for tough measures to 
prosecute hate crimes that tear at our social fabric. Arid'to 
end discrimination agairist p,eople simply because of thbr 
race~ ethnicity, sexual orientation or religion. ' .' " ' 

I'll be' on your side in the fiJht to keep guns out of the hands 
, of criminals and away from Ichildren, for' closing the guh-~how 

,loophole, requiring child-safety locks ,and licensing all 'new 

:hand-gun owners. 


~I'llbe on yo~ side'in the fight to ,expand family and medical 
", 

leave, which has already gi~en 20 million Americans time,off 
from work for a nt;:w baby or a sick parent. " 

I'll be on your side in the fiJht '~o protect 'the privacy %ur 
medical, financial and perso'nal records., ' : ' 

, I' 	 .; 
I'll be on your side in the fight to find smart n~~ w~ys 'to help 

the least fortunate among usl

, including the homeless. It may' 

be a hard thing to do, but'it'$ the right thing to do. 


, 	 I ' , 
I'll be on your side in the fight to bring prosperity to upstate 

New Yorkand to still-distressed urban areas with new 

incentives to create jobs, stahbusinesses, reduce airfan1and 


, lower utility cost~. 

I'll'be on your side in the fight for a safer world, to pass the 

comprehensive test-ban treaty, to strengthen our defenses 

against biological, chemical Iand cyber terroris111, to provide 

debt relief to the poorest countries in Africa, Latin America 

and Asia. And to ~ork for pbace from Northern Ireland to 

Bosnia and Kosovo, to Gre~ce and Turkey, to India and 

Pakistan, and to a comprehehsive peace in the Middle East , 




which finally guarantees Istel'S secllrity: 

And I'll be on your side in the fight for a fair share for New 
York. It is just wrong that tdday New York sends $15billioIi 

I ' 

more in taxes each year to \fashington than New York gets 

back. That's a big reason that local property taxes are so 

high. We can change that wl)fking together. 


Now, there are also things y!ou can be sure I'll fight against. I'n 
be on your side in the fight against school vouchers that drain 
taxpayer dollars from our p~Lblic schools. 

. . I . 
I 

I'll be on your side in the fight against Republican efforts to 

undermine family planning br take away a woman's right to 


. choose.· I'll be on your side ih the fight against any tax cut so 
big it would take us back to Jthe bad old days of exploding 
deficits and deep recessions) making it impossible for us to 
save Social Security and Medicare, fund our educational 

I 

needs and pay down our national debt. 

. I . 
And there's one other thing I'll fight against: the divisive ' 

politics of revenge and retriThution. If you put me to work for 


I ' 
you, I'll work to lift people up, not push them down. 

. I , 
You know, public service hJs been my life. 'It hasn't, as yet, 
included public office. Overlthe nextninemonths, all bfyou 
will decide whether I've earned the privilege of serving you. I 
want to thank those of you J,ho have taken the time to visit 
with me during the last sever months as I've gone from' 
county to county to hear what's on your mipds. I want to 
thank all of you who have ~itten me or e-mailed me or visited 
my campaign Web site at hipary2000.org. I want to thank the 
nearly 600 families across New Y orkwho are hosting house 
parties this afternoon to held launch my campaign. And I . I . 
especially want to thank the nearly 25,pOO New Yorkers who 

are attending those house paries this afternoon. I wru:t to . 

thank the thousands of men and women already workmg as 

volunteers on my behalf. I . 


I want this to be a people's Ckmpaign, a grass-roots 

campaign. Now, I know it's hot always going to be an easy 


I . 

campaign, but, hey, this is N1ew York. . . . , 

In the summer of 1998, I went on a bus trip as part of our 

White House millennial effo1rt to honor the past and imagine 

the future. I remember warn{ July afternoons when we drove 


http:hipary2000.org


'; 

, through the ~eautiful New tork countryside, from George 
Washington's Revolutionary War headquarters in Newburgh to 

, , , 
Harriet Tubman's home in Auburn, the site of the first 

I 

women's rights convention in Seneca Falls. " 

As I visited these pla~es thJ captured the greatness of New 
York's past, I heard in the v6ices of parents and saw in the ' 
eyes of children their dream1s for New Yark's future. New York 

I 

has always been more than just a great state. To people all 
over the world it represents ~the best ofAmerica. It is th,e 
golden door, the gateway tolopportunity. New York deserves 
a future worthy of that past.jiNeW York defined what was 
possible in the 20th century and New York can make what 
seems impossible today possible in the 21 st century. And ' 
that's why I want to be your senator from New York. Thank 

, you all very much. 


