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Building ITommunities Free of Crime and Full 
I 

: of Respect 

Riverside Church 

New York, New York 

,, 

Sunday, March 5, 2000 : 
I 

. 1 

Thank you so much. Than~ you Dr. Forbes for your 
leadership, your testimony jyour words. I am delighted to be 
back here at this magnificept church. It is so admired notjust 
by people in this city but literally around the world. As I was 
entering the church I could! see some of the faces ·of the 
congregation, people of alII backgrounds, races, ethnicities 
sitting together, side by side, bound by faith and desire for a 

. I 

stronger community. I am hopeful that what I see here today 
will serve as an example f~r all New Yorkers. And I too wish 
the same for the choir and the dance company for giving us 
such ajoyful, hopeful, optihIistic beginning of this worship 
serVlce. I 

I 
I 

The members of this church sttive to live by the words of 
I . 

scripture: We are "all made from one blood to dwell on the 
face of the earth." I thank ~ou for the bridges you have built-
between each other, betwe~n congregations, between.all 
people offaith,in this grea~ city. 

, 

Today, Iwant to say a few words about a topic on all of our 
minds-the death of Amadou Diallo - and what that means to 
each and all of us. I want t~ talk about the challenge of 
keeping this vast city safe t and the ways we can work 
together to build communities. fi'ee of crime and fear, and full 
of mutual respect between Icitizens and police. 

Mr. Diallo's death was a tel~bletrag~dy - for his family and for 
I 

all New Yorkers. As a mother, I cannot, as I have said time 
and time again,·imagine th~ gtief his parents must feel. I 
cannot imagine what it is like to raise a child, to look into his 
eyes and see the hope and bxcitement, to send him'across a 
vast ocean to live the Ame~ican Dream, and then to hear how 
he and his dream have met! a violent and honifying end. 

No parent should have to ltve that nightmare. And I know that 



! 

our heaJ.is go out to his fan?i1y. 

i 
New Yorkers have moume:d the loss of an innocent man, a 
man who worked day and ~ight to build a better life, to carve 
out his own place in New York City's proud immigrant 
tradition. I 

But this tragedy has touch~d New Yorkers in even more 
personal ways. It has shak~n many of us to our vel)' core: 

I 
I 

. There are parents all across
l
this city - from Mr. Diallo's 

neighbors in Soundview, t6 hard working families living just a 
I 

few blocks nOlih ofhereinlHarlem, parents from Southeast 
Queens to Bed-Stuy - who~e heaJ.is are heavy and uneasy 
these days. They're holding their children a little bit closer, 
whispering silent prayers t~at what happened to the Diallo 
family, will never happen to them. And they do believe, that if 

I . 

Amadou had been a young,l white man in an all-white 
neighborhood, he would stilll be alive. 

I 
I 

Statements have been mad~.
I 

Prayers have been offered. 
Citizens have marched. A dial has been held. A jUl)' has 
·spoken. Now the Justice D~paJ.iment is reviewing the case to 
detelmine whether or not to intervene. , 

i 
I 

But we know that there are :many more questions to answer 
I 

and so much more for all of us to do. We face a tremendous 
challenge to bind up our w6unds, heal our souls, and find 
wisdom in this tragedy thatlenables us to move forward 
together. 

! 

We all have decisions to mAke. What will we do today 
•. I 

tomon"ow - and the day after - to honor the life of Mr. Diallo? 
. I. 

I 

Will we allow his death to £miher divide us from one another? 
Or will we take it as our oJn personal responsibility to reach 
across the lines that separat~ us to ensure that no tragedy 
like this happens again? ! . 

And so we have come to a 2rossroads. In Jeremiah 6, it is 

wlitten, "Stand at the crosslJoads and look; ask where the 


I 
good way is, and walk in it.!' 

, 
The good way is clear - but:- make no mistake - the road is 
hard--vel), hard. Because on the one hand it is too easy to 

I 

retreat into outrage and disQelief, fall into cliticism and 



. I . 

despair. And on the ot4ef,~0 perceive every question or 
critique as an attack. To hunker down without reaching out. 
To shut dooi·s.instead of oRening them< . ' 

I . 

, 
I know I am new'io New ,!ork and that many have tried to be 
repairers of this breach, BU,t 1 hope my voice-all of our voices-
will help us move fOlward pow. 

I , 
St. Paul said, "we live by faith, not by sight." And our faith 
reminds us that "God gave ;us the ministry of reconciliation." 

, And our faith reminds us that God gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation. The timeh~ come to bring 'that ministry of 

reconciliation to every coi~er of this city and this state. 

And reconciliation begins ~ith tmth: 
, 

Let us start by recognizing that crime is down dramatically -- . 
and li~es have been savedil,n this city - because every day 
brave men and women put bn a unifOlID and place themselves 
in harm's way to protect us.! . ' . 

And let us also recognize t~at far too many people believe 
.they are considered suspec~ simply because of the color of 
·their skin. Too mariy Afric~n-American and Latino men in this 
e.city have suffered the inco~venience - and the indignity - of 
being stopped and searche~ by policeJor no apparent reason, 
reasons they do not understand. . 

. I 

_ i . 
For every 16 African AmeIi.cans stopped and frisked, only one 

I 

is an-ested. Today people of color WOll)' if they will be next. 
. I 

And many white New York::ers WOll)' that the price we are 
, I 

paying is too high. i 
I . 

There are police officers wHo are members'ofreligi'ous 
congregations just like thisbne all across New York - who 
know that they are feared by the people they lisk their lives to 

. protect, and who w~mt so beidly to restore bust with the 
communities they serve. i '. '. . , . 

" 

I know there are many ranktand-file police officers who ,feel 
like they are caught in the ~iddle. They see the comrimnity 
anger, and they want to res~ond. 

. I 

.! . .' . 
Yet the leadership in t~is ciW refuses to reach out - to work 
with a community that' is in :pain. To even acknowledge that . 

. there is a·problem. I believe! that bad relations with the 



: 

community is not a neces4ry cost of doing business. : 

I reject - with all my heart} the notion that falling crit1;le rates 
demand the rising misttustibetween communities and police, 
I reject the false choice beteen effectivepol~cing an~ mutual 
respect. ; ',' 

I 

It is a false choice to say tHat we cannot cu(clime and have '. 
better community relationsl, It is a false choice to say that we 
cannot have safer streets and greater ttust and confidence in 
the police, That we don't isla :Iost 0ppo11unity', as fOlmer 
Commissioner Bill Bratton: has said. 

i, . 
We must and we can do better to regain this 0pp0l1unity, 

i 
, I 

As we saw in Fox Butterfield's atticle in the New Yark Times 
justyesterday, city after city is finding that clime i-ates and 

, racial tensions go down wh1en police build strong, working 
relationships with the peopJe they serve. I've met with 'police 
and community leaders in Gities across our country and I 
have helped to work tospr~ad the word about their effective 
strategies. I 

. I 

I know that, for example, in Boston, ministers and police 
':officers have joined forces to stop gun crimes and gang 
violence, Officers are reacHing out to young people thl:ough 
churches, they open dialog$es, they build ftiendships, and 
they lead these young men 'to better alternatives to crime, As 
a result,just one juvenile has been killed by a gun in two and 
a half years, And in a city .Jhere racial wounds went deep, 
they have begun to heal. I 

In so many communities, n~ institution has more influence 
than the neighborhood chUljch, 11!0sque or synagogue, yve 
must tap into this potential jn New York. So I dp propose a 
new initiative to SUPP0l1 Paftnerships between faith-based 
institutions and police to steer troubled youth away from 
gangs and violence, and to promote mutual,respect and 
understanding, I have spok~n with many clergy, political 
leaders, and law enforcemept professionals in the last weeks 
and months . and I know that they all are anxious to be , . 

partners in this effort. You know, it can start with just one 
meeting, if the will is there.! The effOlts in Boston statted just 

I . 

that ,way, I ' 
I . I , ' 

In San Diego, we've seen h9w community policing has 



lowered the crime rate, wh~ile dramatically increasing public 
support for the police. And I know that this is happening in 
some New York communities, as well. There are two .' 
precincts in the South Bronx whei'e crime rates and civilian 
complaints are falling sim~1taneously. And'studies of the 
S<;)Uth Bronx have found t~at this is because of strong, 
leadership and respectful policing. The commanders of both 

I 

precincts improved supervfsion and training of their officers, 
matched young recruits with experienced mentors, and made 
all officers truly accountable for civilian complaints. You know, 

. 	 I 

good community policing is not social work It is an effective 
clime-fighting strategy that works. ' 

Even as we work to strengthen community p'olicing and 
training in respectful polic,ng, we can also supp0l1 new 
technologies to help the pdlice fight crime and protect the 
public. I propose boosting federal investment in technology 

.' 	 research so that we can create gun detectors that could scan 
ci~y streets and pinpoint g~ns, reducing the need for stop and 
frIsks.·' : ,

I 
I 

And there is no better way ;for police officers to understand 
',1 that community they servejthan to move in and become 

1'1, homeowners in those neigliborhood, That's why I supp011 and 
would fight to expand initihtivessuch as HUD's "Officer Next 
Door" Program, which helps officers afford homes ,in inner~city 
neighborhoods. j 

I 
I 

, I 

We must also improve eff~i1s to reclUit and train police--a 
police force that truly reflects the racial and ethnic diversity of 
this city, You know, of all the ten largest cities'in America 
New York's police depart~ent is the third least racially 
diverse of all ten, The 9th and 10th cities have a larger white 

. population. Now that's a pIJoblem. That is ~hy I SUpp011 youth 
police academies in our high schools, programs modeled 
after the ROTC program th:at would bring police training. to 
students in poorer, minority neighborhoods. Police officers 
can mentor these students +and help them understand the 
rewards and responsibilities of police work. And young people 
who never thought 'of becofning_police officers might just be 
inspired to join this cruciallprofession, 

I 

I / 


Reverend Johnny Ray Youhgblood of St. Paul's Baptist 
. Church is workingwith high school students in Brookiyn, 
enc?uraging young people ;of color to study an,d pas~ the 
polIce test so that they can go b<l:ck and patrol m theIr own 

f , 

I 
I 

, 
, , 



, . 

neighborhoods - and 'we S~OUldSUPP01t effOlts like this across 
. the city. . . I 

I'· 	 . 
We must also help New York attract and retain the best and 
the brightest of our young Ipeople by bringing salaries and 
compensation into line wi~h what the opportunities are outside 
the police world. We shouJd raise salalies and provide better 
training so that the best-tdined and prepared officers will . 

, I 

keep us safer and deserve those better salaties. 
, 	 I 

I 

All of us have to look intoiour own heaIts and ask what we 
can do as mothers and fatners, as' people of faith, as people

1 	 ' 

in business throughout the! community, or in politics and 

govemment, wherever we come fi'om each of us has an 

oppottunity to ask what w~ must do lid these Climes. 


I believe that if we take th~se steps, our young ones 

discussed in Dr. Forbes in{rocation, we can bridge the bust 

divide that exists between ;our police and our communities. 

Someone said to me the ot,her day, a very telling way, we ' 

always hear about 'the police' but after all, 'the police' is our 

police and we have demo~strate that we need not make the 

false choices that are put b;efore us; We can choose ' 

both--safer streets and mu~ual respect. . 


i 
, I·'

SO let us honor, let us hon?rAmadou Diallo's memory by 
working toward these goals. Let's not let this opportunity slip , 

I 

away. Let us issue and ans:wer the call for healing. Let us 
'create an ilTesistible force for reconciliation in this city, this 

" 1state, an t IS natIOn. . Id h 
! 
I 

" The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, who once stood on this 
very pulpit,sa~d, ':The arc lof the moral universe is l?ng, but it 
bends towaI'd JustIce." .., ,1 	 . 

Together we can bend thaJ arc toward justice.,. for the family 
of Mr. Diallo, for the NewiYork City Police Department, and' 
for all New Yorkers. i 

, ' , I 
Thank you and God bless rou all: 

~ 

I 
I 
I 


