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I am just thrilled to be here at :Seth Low I want to thank all of
you for being here. SR ,

We have all heard about the Sleth Low intermediate school for
a very long time. In fact your principal Mr. Mancini has been
to Washington and your SChodl has been honored there

 I'wantto thank all of the teachers who are here today on
_behalf of education. I also want to thank the chorus . is that

from the age of Aquarius? | hke that. That was very well done.

o I want to thank the orchestra. I want to thank the color guard

I have looked forward to this. | Last year I was able to be a
principal for a day. I think that the program that sponsors the
principal for a day, which is called PENCIL, really has a great
idea. The more people we can|get into our schools -- whether
they are elected officials, business leaders or other ;
community activists -- the more they can see what is really

‘going on inside of our school. If they can come to a place like

Seth Low Intermediate Schools, they can see $o many

- I congratulate all of you because you have done very very well
“in all of the testing and the other things that demonstrate that
“you are really learning here. I was dellghted to have a chance
~when I said I would partlclpate again - as pnnc1pal for a day --

to be invited to come to this school It is a real opportunity

_and I would hope everyone who participates would have a -
chance to come and see what 1t has done in this school.

. Now how many sixth graders iare here? How.about seventh :
_ graders" How about eighth graders? I know that whenI came -

in and met Juhana and some of the other students, and some

of the parents that this was an,mtermedlate school and that

there was a lot of enthusiasm 1 in this school. Students come

from many different backgrounds come from different parts of
the city. They are here with ote goal in mind and that is to

get the very best pos&uble educatlon :

When we look at what Seth Low has already accompllshed I
am impressed because many of us have worked on helping

_our schools and i 1mprov1ng oulr education since 1983 and even
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before that. But very stead1ly smce 1983 -- way before many

" . of the students were born -- | 1eamed how challenging it is to

provide high standards and a nch curriculum.and enough
‘individual attention. I take what your principal said very
seriously, because we have ovércrowding in our schools in
. New York City. ‘ o
We have too many students intoo few schools and too few
classrooms. I know that the superintendent, Mr. Webber and
others are concerned about this, because it is very difficult to
teach and learn if you do not have the space. In many of the
schools that I went to last year|in Queens that was built for a
thousand students and there are two thousand students ‘
there. I Just talked to the pr1nc1pal and they are expecting
about six thousand more at the begmmng of next year

‘We need to do more to prov1de all of you w1th the space you
need to learn. I am going to work very. hard to make sure we
have the funding and the resources in the C1ty to make that
happen. . , .

I am also going to work very h%u‘d to make sure that all of our
schools have access to the Internet. How many of you have’
computers at home? That is a very high percentage. So you

- are able to use your computers iat home. How many of you
use your computers for studymg and research, writing papers,
doing homework? How many use it for other things? -

You know very well that today learning is tied to the Internet
+and the World Wide Web -- wl‘lat we can learn from people
~ not only people thousands of miles away but also thousands
of years behind us. We' get h13tor1cal and geographm )
perspectlve o

We have a lot of schools in our( mty and throughout New York
state that don't have access to computers and don't have as
many students as [ just saw hands go up who have

computers at home. I want to make sure that all of our

schools are wired. i

i
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That is a real challenge in a beautlful bulldlng like thls Your .
principal and I were talking. It was build so sturdily, which I
love because they are like the sohools that I went to when [
was going to public schools. Very sturdy, strong buildings,

- but they are a lot harder to get these wires in to be able to
provide the computers. We have some schools in some parts
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of New York City and State w:llefe it is going to be very
difficult without some added resources. So I want to do
~everything we can to make surIe that we have computers in
the classrooms

The other thing I am concerned about is the number of
teachers who are leaving our schools That is a very big
problem right here in New York City because overcrowded
classrooms and inadequate resources make it hard to teach.
So I want to do more to prov1d% more support and resources
for our teachers here in the mty

‘I would like to do something else. I would like to make it
-possible so that any of you who would like to be teachers
would have a chance to do that. Here is what I propose: if you
are willing to be a teacher; the Federal government will provide
a scholarship for you to go to any college you want to go. It is
something I call the National Teacher Corps - if you promise

to teach for four years after you get out in a school like Seth
Low Intermediate School. o

i

How many of you would con31der being teachers if knew you

“could afford to do that, if this scholarshlp would help'?
That is great. We really need your help

‘There isn't any more 1mportantv Job than teaching. And too
often, our teachers do not get tIer pay and the respect and

~ the resources they need to do the best job for you. I also

think that we ought to do some thxngs to try get other people
into teachmg, people who are in different careers. I mentioned
I am a lawyer, but I don't practice law in the White House, but
I did for many years. There are;many lawyers I know who are
tired of practicing law. And maybe are willing to consider
teaching. We need to provide some incentive.

I also think that we ought to gei'sorne retired teachers back
in the classroom. We have wonderful retired teachers. If we
give signing bonuses to athleteiv. we ought to give signing
bonuses to teachers; because teachers are so important. So
it has been a great Joy to travel laround the entire state, .
throughout the city, in and out of schools, talking to teachers
and studcnts . o

I have a few questions that I want to ask you, because I know
~ how smart the students here are. I like to find out what you -
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~ think, because there is a lot that I can learn. How many of

you think that we should provxde after school programs for
young kids as well as kids in mtermedlate schools, who have
someplace safe to go, someplalce to do your homework,
maybe a place to do somie recreatlonal activities?

How many of you think that we should prov1de afterschool
programs for when parents have to keep working and children
don't have any place to go? How many of you know younger

- children, lets say kmdergarten’through fifth grade, who are

home alone after school? I think that we need to do more for
parents who are working hard who have safe places for their
chlldren to go. ‘

Now that you all in the intermédiate school, you're thinking
about going on to high school. As you make that transition
from Seth Low to your high school, you are goingto bea’ .
different kid, in different rooms, you may not have all your
friends with you. How many of you how important it is for you
to help your friends to say no fo drugs, alcohol, and tobacco
and things like that? How many of you have ever tried to talk
to a friend and say, "thatis not a cool thing to do that, do not
do that?" How many of you have convinced a friend not to
start smoking? : »
We have 3,000 kids a day start smoklng I don't understand
The tobacco companies lie to kldS They get them hooked
just to make money, then they }dle earlier than they would. So
it is really important that you keep talkmg to your friends. And
that you keep talking to yourself It is going to cost you a lot
of money. It is really going to really fix your health. So these
are some of things that smart Kids like the ones here at Seth
Low can really be leaders in c$nv1ncmg other kids to do.

. l
I am so pleased I got to come and see all of you and to hear
the music, the drama and the smgmg and I saw some of the
dancing in the gym. I hopcd that maybe I could come back
and spend a longer time, because one of the things that
(applause) we did not have the time for it today, but I would
really like to have a conversation with the students and let
them ask me questions and we' can continue to talk about

.issues. So maybe we can haveia chance to do that. Butin"

the meantime thank you for lettmg me come here today.
(applause)



