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I am delighted to be her:e and I thank everyone who is |
gathered here today at this important center and symbol for

basic values about the quality of our lives and common

'humanity and how well we care for one another. I want to

thank Bill Johnson for his leadership and Dr. Davis, thank

- you.lam pleased to beehere with Richard Brodsky, who has

~been a leader in issues affeetmg health and the environment
and other matters that are of direct and immediate concern
not only to the people of hJS district but to the entire state and -
even beyond S

And I am very grateful that you could be here and thank you
for the history lesson about where Adam got his start and it's

~ always good to know these things. I don't get to ask
questions, I get to pick ﬁp information. I-also want to tha.nk
*Robert Morrow for bemg the Chalr of the Board

This is a unique circumstance here in a center like thlS
‘because it does have community involvement. It has
Representatlve Hutchins, Mr. Morrow, who is also the Chief of
the Fire Department, and it has patients and other people who
really represent the commumty that is served. I want to thank
Judlth Rostm who is the nursing director. - o

There are a number of elected ofﬁclals here whom I am
grateful could come and there are also, I understand, some
representatives of other'health centers and I've got a list. I
don't know if everyone was able to be here but I think it is -
significant that those mtendmg to come were from Syracuse
Community Health Center

Thank you very much, Mr. Cowles. Thank you. From Sunset
Park Community Health Center, which is a center that °

. Jennifer was talking about that had some recent publicity.
‘Barbara Minch from, Barbara is from the William Ryan

- Community Health Center. I'm very glad you are here. J enny '
Biaz, also from Wﬂham Ryan. Thank you so much. Ann' .
Knowles from Peeksk111 Thank you Ann. Carol Morris from
Mount Vernon and Carol is someone who I have had the
privilege of visiting and being with. Susan Ebocher, who cares



i

for the homeless Lihdsey Farrell. Open Doors Family Medical
Center in Ossining. Any other health centers in the area and -

" even beyond represented?

Well I am so pleased ydu all could come as well as the

people here at Greenburgh because I am committed to
supporting the 1ncred1bly important work that community
health centers do here i m our state and around the country
because we know that Wlthout these centers there are a lot of
people like Jennifer and Eric who would not get the health
care that they need. Angi in addition to the actual health care

they wouldn't get the love and concern and attention and

follow-up that comes fr(:)m being a part of a center that really
values the person.

Not just as a-number or a statistic or as a patient but asa
human being and I thmk Jennifer attested to that. A center
like Greenburgh and those others that are here are truly the
health care safety net. Treatmg the uninsured when other
can't or won't. Treating those who are on Medicaid, even
some managed care pohcles but primarily serving as that
safety net for people who have nowhere to turn.

I don't have to tell the experts who are here, the people who
are on the front lines admmlstermg these centers, providing
the medical and nursing|care and even the patients, many of
whom [ saw as [ walked through the center, that we are facing

. alot of challenges in thls changing health care system. We
"know there are three and a half million people without health

insurance in New York and nearly 80% of that number are

' people who are in workmg families where one or more

members go to work evéry single day of the work week and
still cannot afford insurance but make too much to be ehglble
for Medlcald or other. colverage assistance.

Now I have spoken out on thlS issue and I will continue to do -
so and I will also pledge to you that I will work to address the
problem of the umnsured in our health care system. I want to
see the day when New York and America provides quality
affordable health 1nsuraﬁce for every citizen. But until we get
to that point there are steps we have to keep taking to help
the families who are uninsured, to shore up the systems that
are prov1d1ng the health care that they need.

And there is no doubt i mfmy mind that supportmg commumty
health centers isa crmcal part of what we must do now and
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 far into the future. Our éominunity’ health clinics keep the -

average primary health care costs below $350 per patient.

- These are cost effectlve‘ delivery systems. It is estimated that

they save the entire health care system over $7 million'a
year. In New York alone community health centers serve one
and a half million people annually and more than 11 mllhon
around the nation. |
. . I .
Now while the numbers of the uninsured are gomg up, the
amount of the Medicaid payments that health centers receive
is going down. And the Medlcald payments were always
stretched to cover some! iof those uninsured people who didn't
have any source of payments at all. Those numbers just don't
add up and anyone whoiruns a center, like Mr. Johnson and
the other administrators/here, know that it's become
increasingly difficult to continue to provide quality care given
the mathematics of paying for that care.

That's why as a senator II would fight to double funding for our
community health cente'rs to $2 billion annually by the year
2005. This increase would insure that we could not only take
good care of the more than 11 million that we are currently
serving but I think we could take good care of 9 million more -
so that we could have a populanon a patient base of about 20

million people. This is very good investment for the future, for

the health of our state, ﬂljr the health of individuals and for the

quality of care that our entire system delivers.

If I'am elected to the Sellate I vﬁll also work on legislation tb

“create a prospective paylment system for Medicaid
reimbiirsement. Now thls reimbursement system would -
provide reimbursement for services on a pre-deﬁned set rate

per patient visit. This W(!)uld reimburse the health centers fairly
for the important care they provide everyday to Medicaid
patients. The federal government has cut the funding back

way too far in my opxmén for these community health centers.

It is time that we address this problérn by insuring financial

stability for our health centers so they can contain costs,

" which all of them are doing, without having to cut back on the

care they provide for the uninsured. Richard mentioned a -
problem, which we all know more about that [ guess we wish
we did and that is the hot spots for cancer around New York.

"We have those in Suﬁolk county, in western New York we

have them right here in Westchester and we know that unless
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‘we provide services thmugh a health center there are going to
be a lot of women who are not going to have access to the
kinds of diagnostic tools that they need, treatment, follow-up
treatments. It's equally true for prostate cancer, its true for a
lot of the diseases that are no respecter of race or ethnicity or
age or income. They strike throughout the entire population
and we know that peopl'e who are at the lower income levels
. can't afford the kind of preventive health care that they need
and we have to do more|to turn that around. .
: l
And we also have to do umore to recruit our best young
primary doctors to serve in low-income areas. And as a
senator I will fight to strengthen and reauthorize the National
Health Services Corporafmon, We need to increase ;ts funding.
. We need.to focus the scholarship programs on serving the
communities with the greatest need. We need to tailor the
loan repayment programs to meet the long-term needs of
other vulnerable comrndmtxes And we need to do everything
in our power to reach out to talented young doctors to
encourage them to serve those people who need them and
their talents the most. -

Now taking all of these lsteps - increasing the funding, putting
in the prospective payment system, recruiting more doctors -
those are all very important steps but they are not going to
solve our problem of the uninsured and I don't want to pretend
that what I am saying wﬂl do that. I want you to know that'we
are going to take these steps, if T have anythmg to do about it

" in the Senate, to prov1de you with more resources while we

. continue to expand coverage and try to provide more support

- for all healthcare prov1ders to do the work that is needed to be
done. .

I think that the commumty health centers are anchors of'the
‘communities that they serve I met-a woman outside holding
her granddaughter who has brought her children and now her
grandchildren here for 28 years and this is the kind of .
continuity of care that every person is entitled to have. I know
that the work that this cefnter does includes a lot of public
education and preventive healthcare awareness programs like -
the senior citizens forum. I know Sunset Park distributes free
books at the clinic to encourage parents to read to their . -
* children, a program that II have been very involved in. It's called
Prescription For Readmg I know that everyone in the Center
here could stand up and tell us what you are doing to provide -
the kind of network of h%lp that so many families need.

v
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1 promlse that in the Unlted States Senate I 'will work my

heart out to help you help people. You cannot go through this -
Center and meet the patlents and see the children and meet

- the dedicated staff who ‘comes to work here everyday without
being moved by the commitment and the compassion and the
competence and the care that takes place here. Thereisno

- reason why we should not be giving you the tools youneed to
‘make sure that every Jenmfer every young mom, every Eric,

. every young baby who i 1s born within the area of this Center

has the same chance to have as full and healthy life as any of

our children anywhere €lse. So this is what I will work on and

am very grateful that you could be here w1th me today. Thank
_you so much.

~ Over the past several ye‘ars I have been privileged to work with
the American Nursing Association in Washington. I have
addressed the national clonventlon several times and I have

put forth ideas and worked with nurses about what we can do
to give nurses more authonty over your profession so that you -
can have an opportumty to make the decisions that will help
patients receive quality health care. Now, part of how we do
that is to be a strong and steady champion of organized labor
and of workers' rights. 1}nd this a big difference between
Democrats and Repubhcans

There has been a concerted‘ effort in the Congress to
undermine the efforts that have gone on for-a hundred years to

_ provide protections for those of you in the workforce and,

~ particularly, to try to undermine organized labor. Well, to me,

. I'want to be a very strong advocate of those protectlons

because it is good, not only for those who are working, itis
good for those you are taking care of. So you can counton
me being a strong and effectlve champion not only for New
York's nurses in the Senate but for the right of New York
 nurses to organize and bargam and fight for what..

I think we also- have to do more to recrult people into nurs'ing
And I would like to see the legislation that we used back in
the 1960's re1nv1gorated .so that we would be able to offer
scholarships and loans efnd debt forgiveness to young people -
willing to become doctors and nurses because we don't have
enough. |
I also will fight very hard to improve health care for children
- and adolescents and I will fight hard to provide more support



for mental health because right now you know so well that we
are not treating diseases of the mind the same way we treat
diseases of any other organ of the body. I said something
about this yesterday at a speech in New York City in front of
newspaper publishers and I then sat down for lunch. And a
young woman came up to me, introduced herself and said
she was a nursing student from Oregon and she had just .
finished her rotation at the Adolescent Psychlatnc Centerin =~
Portland, Oregon. And she thanked me for mentlonmg it.

She said, "I see so many problerns of young people that are

~ not being addressed bedause they are not identified or
because their parents don't have insurance that covers it or
because we've cut back on public support for mental illness."
It is something I'm hearmg about as I travel around the state. T
met a man the other day who told me about his ten-year old
son who is autistic. He said, "You know, I have an insurance
policy from work. I've had the same policy from the same
employer for many years. I never realized until my son was
born what it would cost fto care for an autistic child. I can't
afford it. I don't get any 1he1p with that. If my son had a heart

- condition, I'd get help w1th it but he's got autism. I don't get...
help with it." \ 4

I was in a diner not SO long ago and a man told me about his
19 year old daughter who was just diagnosed as*
schizophrenic "You know," he said, "I don't have any
coverage for that and I've been going from place to place
~ trying to get somebody Who will take her in and help her."
Every time I speak to groups of high school or college
students somebody either in the public meeting or afterwards
~ will say to me, "Mrs. Chnton there are so. many people - (I
never know whether the young person are talkmg about
“themselves or talking about a friend) - there are so many
people who have depressxon anx1ety, problems and nobody
to talk to and nowhere to go :

| So, this is a blg issue also and it's somethmg that you see
_because those of you who are not in psychiatric nursing you
know that many of the problems that patients bring to you

~ have been compounded by depression or-other kinds of

issues - addiction, alcohohsm, whatever. So, we have to look , '
at the entire person wheP we think about nursmg somebody
and taking care of a patlent

You know, on Sunday vre are having a Million Mom March in

Lt



Washington and I wish everybody here a happy Mother s Day.
I was just over at...barbecue ...and it was great and one of
the women there told me that she's coming with about 200
other women from Syra'cuse tto'march in the march. And I .

was talking with her and she said, "You know, we've got to do

. something about guns. It‘s a b1g health problem." Think about

that. It is. ‘ ;.
It is a public health prohlem It's not just a question of a law
enforcement problem (of course, it is that) but it's also a
‘public health problem. And those of you who are on the front
lines see those people commg into emergency rooms with
gun shot wounds who have to hold somebody's hand who is
losing a child because of self-mﬂlcted or accidental or:
deliberate gun shots you know the health problem

And the ﬁnal health problem that I would mention because I-

think it is important for| you and your profession and through-

‘the union to be advocates onlbehalf of these issues because I

- know you care not just hbout working conditions and

" compensation and the thmgs that you fight for in contract but

you.care about health or you wouldn't be in this profession

and that's the issues that we are starting to study about

environmental health. l '
| ‘

As we look at the state and we see these hot spots of

cancer, we have some hard questions to ask ourselves. Why

is it that there are parts ef New York State that have a higher

than ayerage rate of caneer‘? It is something that I think we

have to really spend a lot of nme and research gettmg intoto

ﬁgure out what's actually gomg on there. -

There are so many questlons and challenges that we face
when it comes to health And Wwe cannot answer any of them
~ without a high quality, well tramed motivated nursmg force.
So, for me, the work: you dolis not only unportant in and of
itself, and I not only thank you and recognize you today for
that, but it is part of our ovez"all challenge of how we are going -
to try to provide the healtlnest possible condition for people
from their earliest years to theu' later years. And that means
doing everything posmble to get young mothers the pre-natal
 health care they need all the lway to getting the best quality
health care and hosplces and nursing homes and hospitals at
the end of life. And.I'm| very. grateful to you because when:
you're needed, you're there and most people are so grateful
* for it. And what [ want; lto do is be your advocate in

i
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Washington to make sure ev’érybody understands the f |

importance of what you do. Thank you...
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