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.' " 'Greenburgh Health Center 

White Plains, New York 

A~ril 25, 2000 I·, 
" ' 

I am delighted to be he~e and I thank everyone who is 
gathered here today at !Pis important center and symbol for 
basic values about the quality of our lives and common 
humanity and how well! we care for one another. I want to 
thank Bill Johnson for his leadership and Dr. Davis, thank 
you. I am pleased to beihere with Richard 'Brodsky, who has 
been a leader in issues #fecting health and the environment 
and other matters that ate ofdirect and immediatecoricern 
not only to the people o:f his district but to the entire state and 
even beyond. ' 

, , I ' 
And I am very grateful ptat you could be here and thank you 

for the history lesson aqout where Adam got his start and it's 


, always good to know tllese things. I don't get to ask ' 

questions, I get to pick ¥p information. 1 also want to thank. 


, Robert Morrow for being the Chair ofthe Board .. ' , 


This is a unique circum~tance here in a center like this, 
, 'because it does have community involvemellt. It has 

Representative Hutchin~, Mr. Morrow, who is also the Chief of 
the Fire Department, ~d it has patients and other people who 
really represent the cOrrlmunity that is served. I want to thank 
Judith Rostin, who is th¢ nUrsing director. ' ' 

" 

There are a' number of elected officials here whom I am 
grateful'could come and there are also, I'understand, some 
representatives ofother!health centers andI've 

I, 
got a list. 

, 
I 

don't know if 
, 

everyone was able to be here but I think it is 
significant that those intending to come were from Syracuse 
Community Health Cen'ter. 

l 

i 
I , 

Thank you very much, Mr. Cowles. Thank you. From Sunset 
Park Community Healt(t Center, which is a center that ' 

, Jeruiifer was talking about that had some recent publicity. 
\ Barbara Minch from, B~bara is from the William Ryan 
Community Health Ce~ter. I'm very glad you are here. Jenny 
Biaz, also from Willimrl,. Ryan. Thank you so much. Ann 
Knowle,s from Peekskill. Thank you Ann. Carol Morris from 
Mount Vernon and Carel is someone who I have had the 
privilege ofviSIting ariq being with. Susan Ebocher, who cares 

., . . 



for the homeless Linds~y Farrell. Open Doors Family Medical 
Center in Ossining. Any other health centers in the area and . 
even beyond represented? 

i 
Well I am so pleased y6U all could come as well as the 
people here at Greenbutgh because I am committed to 

I 

supporting the iticredibly important work that community 
health centers do here in our state and around the country 
because we know that Jrithout these centers there are a lot of 
people like Jennifer ail~ Eric who would not get the health 
care that they need. Anq in addition to the actual health care 
they wouldnlt get the loye and concern and attention and 
follow-up that comes fr~m being a part ofa center that really 
values the person. I 

. b I.. . bNot Just as anum er or a statlstlc or as a patlent ut asa 
human being and I thi~ Jennifer attested to that. A center 

I .
like Greenburgh and thQse others that are here are truly the 

health care safety net. Treating the uninsured when other 

can't or wonlt. Treating those who are on Medicaid, even 


I 

some managed care policies but primarily serving as that 
safety net for people whb have nowhere to tum. 

i
I .

I donlt have to tell the experts who are here, the people who 
are on the front lines ad~inistering these centers, providing 
the medical and nursinglcare and even the patients, many of 
whom I saw as I walked through the center, that we are facing 

. a lot ofchallenges in thi~ 
I 

changing health care system. 
. 

We 
. 

. know there are three anq a half million people without health 
insurance in New York and nearly 80% ofthat number are 
people ~ho are in work~ng families where one or more. 
members go to work every single day of the work week and 
still cannot afford insurJnce but. rp.ake too much to be eligible 
for Medicaid or othercdverage assistance. .... 

I 
I 

Now I have spoken out on this issue and I will continue to do· 
I 

so and I will also pledge'to you that I will work to address the 
problem of the uninsure~ in our he8lth care system. I want to 
see the day when New York and America provides quality 
affordable health insurattce for every citizen. But until we get 
to that point there are st~ps we have to keep taking to help 
the families who are uni~sured, to shore up the.systems that 
are providing the health ;care that they need. 

. I 

And there is no doubt in'my mind that supporting community 
health centers is a critic~ part of what. we must do now and 



, 

, 

far into the 'future., Our ~ommunitY health clinics keep the 
average primary health care costs below $350 per patient. , . 

. These are cost effective! delivery systems. It is estimated that 
I - . , 

they save the entire health care system over $7 million a 
year. In NewY ork alone. community health centers serve one 
and a half million people annually and more than II million 
around the nation. . . 

Now while the numbers' ofthe uninsured are going up, the 
amount of the Medicaid payments that health centers receive 
is going down. And the :Medicaid payments were always 
stretched to cover some:of those uninsured people who didn't 
have any source ofpaytPents at all. Those numbers just don't 
add up and anyone whoiruns a center, like Mr. Johnson and 
the other administrators!here, know that it's become 
increasingly ~ifficult to.1continue to provide quality care given 
the mathematIcs ofpaYIrg for that care.' . 

I 

I ..' 
That's why as a senator I would fight to double funding for our 
community health centets to $2 billion annually by the year 
2005. This increase woilld insure that we could not only take 
good care of the more ~an 11 million that we are currently 
serving but I think we could take good care of 9 million more 
so that we could have a ~opulation, a patient base ofabout 20 
million people. This is ~ery good investment for the future, for 

. the health ofour state, for the health ofindividuals and for the 
quality of care that our ~ntire system delivers. 

Iflam elected to the sehate I will also work on legislation to 
. create a prospective pay~ent system for Medicaid . 
reimbUrsement. Now thIs, reimbursement system would· 

. 

provide reimbursement for services on a pre-defi'ned set rate 
per patient visit. This w6uld reimburse the health centers fairly 
for the important care tHey provide everyday to Medic~d 
patients. The federal go~ernment has cut the funding back . 
way too far in my opini6n for these community health centers. 

I • 

It is time that we address this problem by insuring financial 
stability for our health c~nters so they can contain costs, . 
which all of them are dding, without having to cut back oil the 
care they provide for thci uninsured. Richard mentioned a . 
problem, which we all know more about that I guess we wish 
we did and that is the hqt spots for cancer around New York. 
I. , 

We have those in Suffolk county, in westemNew York, we 
I 

have them right here in Westchester and we know that unless 



.1 

we provide services through a health center there are going to 

. be a lot of women who ~ not going to have access to the ' 

kinds ofdiagnostic tools that they need, treatment, follow-up 


"I ' .
treatments. It's equally t,rue for prostate cancer, its true for a 

lot"of the diseases that a;re no respecter of race or ethnicity or 

age or income. They strike throughout the entire population 

ap.d we know that peopl¢ who are at the lower income levels 

can't afford the kind ofpreventive health care that they need 

and we have to do morel to turn that around. 


I 

And we also have to doimore to recruit our best yOung 
primary doctors to serv¢ in low-income areaS. And as a 
senator I will fight to strengthen and reauthorize the National 
Health Services CorporJtion. We need to increase its funding. 

, I , 

" We need,to focus the scholarship programs on serving the 
commUnities with the gtleatest need. We need to tailor the 
loan repayment programs to meet the'long-term needs of " 
other vulnerable commrlnities. And we need to do everything 
in our power to reach out to talented young doctors to 
encourage them to serv~ those people who need them and' 

, I" 

their talents the most. : 

,Now taking all of these ~teps - increasing the "funding, putting 
in the prospective payment system, recruiting more doctors ­
those are all very impo$nt steps but they are not going to " 
solve our problem of the uninsUred and I don't want to pretend , 
that what I am saying will do that. I want you to know tharwe 
are going to take these steps, if I have anything to do about it 

. . I 

. in the Senate, to provide you with more resoUrces while we 
I , 

continue to expand coverage and try to provide more support 

,for all healthcare provid¢rs to do the work that is needed to be 

done. i . 


, 
I think that the community health centers are anchors ofthe 
communities that they s~rve. I meta woman outside holding 

I , 

her granddaughter who mas brought her children and now her 
I ." , 

grandchildren here for 2~ years and this is the kind of " 
continuity ofcare ,that every person is entitled to have. I know 
that the work that this c¢nter does includes a lot of public " 
education and preventiv~ h~althcare awareness programs like 
the senior c~tizens fol1lIli. I know Sunset Park distributes free 
books at the clinic to en90urage parents to read to their 
children, a program thatlI have been very involved in. It's called 
Prescription For Reading. I know that everyone in the Center 
here could stand up and tell uswhat you are doing to provide 
the kind "of network ofhblp that so many families need, 

I 

I 



• I promise that in tpe U~ited States Senate I'will work my 
heart out to help you he~ppeople. You c~ot go through this 
Center and meet the pa~ients and see the children and meet 
the, dedicated staffwho ;comes to work here everyday without 
being moved by the commitment and the compassion and the 
,I ' 

competence and the care that takes place here. There is no 
, reason why we should riot be giving you the tools you need to 
'make sure that every Jeimifer, every young mom, every Eric, 

, , 
every young baby who ~s born within,the area of this Center 
has the same chance to have as full and healthylife as any of 
our children anywhere ~lse. So this is what I will work on and 
am very grateful that YQU could be here with me today. Thank 

, you so much. ' 

Over the p~st several yJars I have been privileged to' work with 
the American Nursing Association in Washington. I have ' 
addressed the national 4mvention seyerat times and 1have 
put forth ideas and wor~ed with nurses about what we can do 
to give nurses more autllority over your profession so that you " 
can have an opportunitY to make the decisions that will help 
patients receive quality pealth care. Now, part ofhow we do 
that is to be a strong anq. steady champion of organized labor 
and of workers' rights. And this a big difference between 

I ' , 
Democrats and Republi?ans. • 

!, 
There has been a conce~ed effort in the Congress to 
undermine the efforts th,at have gone on for,a hundred years to 

, provide protections for ~ose ofyou in the workforce and, 
, particularly, to try to unClermine organized labor. Well; to me, , " I ' ' 
, I want to be a very strorw advocate of those protections, 

/ because it is good, not O:nly for those who are working, 'it is 
good for those you are tiling care of. So you can count on , 
me being a strqng and effective champion not only for New 
York's nurses in the Se~ate but for the right ofNew York 

" I
nurses to organize and ~argain and fight for what ... 

I think we:also'have to 40'more to recruit people into nursing. 
And I would like to see Fhe legislation that we used bac~ in 
the 1960's reinvigorated!. ... so that we would be able to offer 

I ' ,
scholarships and loans apd debt forgiveness to young people 
willing to become doctO:rs and nurses because we donlt have 
enough. ' , 

I also will fight very h~d to improve health care for chil~n 
and adolescents and I will fight hard to provide more support 



for mental health becau~e right now you know so well that we 
are not treating disease~ of the mind the same way we treat 

I 

diseases ofany other organ of the body. I said something 
about this yesterday at ~ speech in New York City in front of 
n:e~spaper publishers ~d I then sat down for lunch. And a 
young woman came up ~o me, i;ntroduced herself and said' 
she, was a nursing studept from Oregon and she had just 
finished her.rotationat the Adolescent Psychiatric Center in, 
Portland, Oregon. And ~he thanked me for mentioning. it. 

She said, "I see so many problems ofyoung people that are 
not being addressed bec;ause they are not identified or . 
because their parents don't have insurance that covers it or 
because we've cut back bn public support for mental illness. 11 

I .' 

It is something I'm hearing about as I travel around the state. I 
met a man the other daY; who told me about his ten-year old 
son who is autistic. He said, l1you know, I have an insurance 
policy from work. I've Had the same policy from'the same . 
employer for many yeats. I never realized until my son was 
born what it would costlto care for an autistic child. I can't 
afford it. I don't get any Ihelp With that. Ifmy son had a heart 

• 

, condition, I'd get help ~th it but he's got autism. I don't get. ... 

help with it. 11 , . 


. ' i 

I was in a diner not so l«mg ago and a man told me about his 
19 year old daughter wno was just diagnosed as" .. 
schizophrenic "You kn9w," he said, 111 don't have any , 
coverage for that and I'v,e been going from place to place 
trying to get somebody who will take her in and help her." 
Every time I speak to g~oups of high school or college 
students somebody either in the public meeting or afterwards 

, . • r • . , • 

will say to me, "Mrs.CI~nton, there are so many people - (I 
never know whether the' young person are talking about 

. themselves or talking atiout a friend) - there are so many 
people who have depres:sion, anxiety, problems and nobody 
to talk to and nowhere to go." , 

, I 
i . 

So, this.is a big issue also and it's something that you see 
. because those of you who are not in psychiatric nursing you 
know that. many of the~roblems that patients bring to you 
hav~ been compounded lby depression or other kinds of 
issues -addiction, alcoholism, whatever. So, we have to look 
at the entire,person wh,eh we think about nursing somebody 
and taking care of a pati~nt. .' 

, . ~ . 

You know, on Sunday teare having a Million'Mom March in 
I ' 

. , 



WaSh~ngton and I wisb;evertbody h~re a happy Mother!s Day. 
I was Just over at...baroecue; .,.and'it was great and one of 

I , 

the women there told m'e that she's coming with about 200 
other women from Syr~cuse:to'march in the march. And I. 
was talking with her aria she! said, "You know, we've got to do 

• t ! I 

something about guns. 1t1s a big health problem." Think about 
that. It is. ':!. 

, I 

It is a public health problemJ It's not just a que~tion of a law' 
enforcement problem (~f cotFse, it is that) but it's also a 

. public health problem. And those ofyou who are on the front 
lines see those people cpmin~ into emergency rooms with 
gun shot wounds who Have to hold some body's hand who is 

. I I 

losing a child because ~f self-inflicted or accidental or 
deliberate gun shots you know the health problem. . 

. I' I :.' . 
And the final health prdblem that I would mention because I ' 
think i~ is important forlyou lmd your profes~ion and through· 
the uruon to be advocates onl behalfof these Issues because I 
know you care not just I:kbout working conditions and ., 
compensation and the t~ingsl that you fight for in contract but 
you care about health ot you! wouldn't be in this profession 
and that's the issues that we are starting to study about 
environmental health. 1 I 

. I. 
As we look at the state and we see these hot spots of . 
cancer, we have some Hard questions to ask ourselves. Why 
is it that there are parts ofN~w York State that have a higher 
than average rate of caricer? ilt is something that I think we 
have t~ really spend a Ibt of 'time and research getting into to 

, I . 

figure out what's actually going on there . 
. ' I I 

There are so many que~tion~ and challenges that we face 
I ! .

when it comes to health'. A~d we cannot answer any of them 
without a high quality, }veIl trained, motivated nursing force. . 
~o, for me., the workyo,u do lis not only important in and of 
Itself, and I not only th~ you and recogruze .you today for 
that, but it is part of ow! ovetall challenge ofhow we are going 
to try to provide the heJIthie~t possible condition for people 

from their earliest yearS to their later years. And that means 


. doing everything Possi*letol get young mothers the pre-natal 

health care they need ,aU the way to getting the best quality 
l 
health care and hospice's and nursing homes and hospitals at 
the end of life~ And. I'm! very grateful to you because when 

.' " ....you're needed, you're there and most people are so grateful 
. for it. Apd what I want ito dd is be your advocate in 

I 



I 
. I· . 

Washington to make sfe e"[erybody understands the 
importance of what you do. rrhank. you... 

. t • 

I 
I 
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I 
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