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I _]LlSt wanted to say a few thmgs and then take questions
and comments. I believe that a famtly is a child's first school .
and that parents are a chlld s ﬁrst teachers. And therefore
when we talk about public educatlon I think we have to start
by acknowledging the fact that our schools can do the very
best job they're capable of »Idomg, but our family, our parents
and our students don't apprecxate the importance of
education. Even the very best teachers, the most beautiful
facilities will not make. the]kmd§ of difference that they should. .
So I hope first and foremost that when we talk about
education we talk about the responmbdmes that all parents

~ and children have to be open to]educanon And that we do our
best to prepare all chﬂdren! for (inaudible) schooling.

That's why I support good ]chﬂd' care and early childhood
education. That's why I support programs that go into-homes
and try to encourage parents to read to their own children and
- to tell stories to their chlldren and to stimulate their children
by exposing them to the w1der \:Norld You know, some of us
know very well that the first years of life are critical for the -
development of the human brain. And the more we talk to our
babies, our toddlers, the more e really engage in learning '
with them in the home - not anything fancy, nothing that
costs much money. I rnean I have a friend who says that her
child ........ by the time her daughter s three because she's .
‘always reading and always talkmg But by doing so, she's
literally creatmg connectlons in the brain that create the basis
for acquiring language, Wthh \}Vlll enable a child to do better
when that child gets to school }
, |

The second point I'd like to make is, once a Chlld goes to
school, we need the very best quallﬁed teachers we can
possibly have. And I dont think we do enough to show
respect for the teaching professmn I think we must do more
" to demonstrate that teachmg is|one of the most important
jobs..... And we're about to have a big teacher shortage in
New York and really around the country. We have predicted

- that about half of New York‘s teachers will retire or leave

teachmg in the next 10 ye;ars And in some parts of the state
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education is valued. a

it's even more dramatic. Sé]what are we g01ng to do to recruit

" young people, bright young people, like Andy and the ones

sitting behind and in front of me?

Well, I belleve that we should hz‘we something called a

‘National Teacher Corps, that wo:uld encourage students that

they could go into teachmg‘by offenng a full scholarshlp

o anywhere you go, if in retum you promise to teach for four

years. I also believe we should elncourage people to go from
other professions into teachmg, as well as coming out of

© retirement. You know, if we glve 31gmng bonuses to athletes, I

really think we ought to glvle signing bonuses to teachers.

[Applause] o

We also need more federal : support for teachers. That's why I
support federal funding for;100, 000 more teachers in our

“classrooms. You know, we;did é wonderful job in our country

lowering the crime rate. And one of the reasons was that we

* had 100,000 pohce officers patd for with federal dollars that we

were able to put in small towns and rural areas, as well as our
biggest cities. So I think we need to do more to support local
communities. ; ' - -
Tthdly, we know that a Chlld can learn under many different
circumstances. But [ think L&ndy said somethmg very .

_important that is worth repeatmg I go in and out of schools all
- the time. I go into schools that are ‘beautifully equipped, like
~ this one. And I know from the moment I walk in the door that
I'm in a place where the farmlles and the businesses and the
educators, the entire commumty of citizens, knows how
. important it is to support educatlon And that sends a very

powerful message to chlldren You know, children pick up
those messages dlrectly and mdlrcctly When they walk into
a school like this one in Watkms Glen, they know that :

!

When they walk into some of the schools that I visit, where
the paint is peeling, and the wmdows are cardboarded up, or
there are classes being taught m former closets or partitioned
hallways, they get a very differént message: that you know, -

education is not very valucld anc'l probably they aren't etther o

" So your commitment and }!four mvestment in this commumty

and throughout the county. in the facilities that can provide the
up-to-date laboratories -- Andy told me he wants to study
btochemlstry You know, there are some schools that he
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v could graduate from, not like this one, where that would be a
distant dream, because he wouldn't have had access to the -
qualified teachers and the elqutprlnent that he would need to
be able to think about studymg btochem1stry at the college
Ievel g
i
And so when we come and see the differences, and when we
know that we've got an 1ncrea31ng number of school-age
children here in the state, we have to take a hard look at how
we will provide support fon the resources that are needed. And
it's especially important today, because we know that access
to computers and technoloeg 1S gomg to affect how all of
' these young people live thelr lives in this century.
| l,
Now I believe that we should do several things to help ‘
communities like the ones represented here to be able to
afford the facilities and resources that they need. Because »
many, many of the commumtxes} in New York.cannot afford to
~ tax themselves any longer, or any higher. And yet they don't
have what their children need. I believe the federal government
- should-do miore in terms of igrants and loans to school
districts, so that a lot of the work that needs to be done can
‘be done. And [ believe, and [ would fight for in the Senate,
~ school construction bonds that would help communities build
and repair their schools w1thout having to ralse thelr own
‘ property taxes. . | : ‘
: ‘ ‘
Because school constructton costs account for a 51gmﬁcant
portion of local property taxes but if we did what I am’ -
suggesting we would be able to have local communities issue
" bonds and not pay interest because the bond holders would
get a federal tax credit instead. And that would help a lot of
communities before the cchstru{:tlon and repair needs that’

they currently have. !

| -
[ also am committed to do1ng everything possible to make
sure that not only all of our schools are connected to the
internet but that we have broad band access in all parts of
New York, that we have the full connectivity that we need so

 that a student going to schdol anywhere in the state and

' access to.the same technol(!)gy as anybody anywhere else.

I don't think its going to be enough in this new century that we
have computer labs. I think we are going to have to have

[y ]
computers for every student because we cannot permit there
to be this so-called digital dmde where some children
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because of what their homes can provide or what thc1r

schools can provide are so much farther advanced in their use
and understanding in computers}

I was in a school last fall that was , built for a thousand-
children. There were two thousand there, they were cxpectmg
eight hundred more next school Iyear It was grossly
overcrowded, they have two computer labs with abouta
hundred computers for all those students. This was a school
where most of the kids come frolm low income families so
about half of them or more did qot have their own computer at
home. : B

So you can just see how we get a situation where some kids
are much more able to move for'ward then others. We have to
do what we can to end that dlgltal divide. I applaud Watkins
. plan for your commitment for hxgh standards and to a ngorous
- curriculum because you knpw how important it is that we'.
equip all of our children with those tools that are needed to be
successful in a new econoxﬁy Now there are many other
things that I look forward to tallgng with you about but there is
‘to me no more important Slilbjeclt than public education.

I have long supported publ%c education. Back in 1983 I was’
one of the first people to propos:e broad standards on a
state-wide level in Arkansas. I prOposed testing teachers to
ensure they were qualified, prov1d1ng more resources and I
continue to work on these i 1ssues I do not support the kind of
approach some people take of ciallmg for vouchers because ]
think vouchers would drain dollars ‘away. from our public
schools. It would make it v’ery difficult for us to meet the

~ needs of all the children and provxde facilities hke the ones we

- are enjoying this aﬁemoon . }
I think we can do better and WeJ must. Because not only is it
important to prepare our chlldren individually but as a'society
‘remaining committed to oﬁr pubhc schools in bedrock values
that really sets us apart from any other nation on earth. Now
to close I think that I have |been very privileged on behalf of our
country and the president to trayel around the world and visit
many different places. And I am always shocked that I can go -
“anywhere in the world with a country that is more like us
because it is advanced eco:nomlcally or to a country that is
very poor. And in any place in the world you can find very
smart people, you can find very successful and rich people,
you can find artists, you can find great athletes, so what is it
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that makes America 50 unic;lue?'
Well clearly America is more ofian 1dea than even a place
and we were so fortunate to be founded by far sighted people
who understood what it would take to create a great
democracy. So we are very‘grateful for our constitution, our
bill of rights for the values that really mark us as Americans.
And one of the ways that wle have maintained that
commitment to democracy i 1s by}and through our publlc
education system. So this i 1s for me not just an economic
issue, as important as that i 1s it is one of the fundamental
values that sets us apart ancli convinces me that we must

continue to support the very best possible public schools for
all of our children. Thank ylou all very much.




