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I just wanted to say a few thing~, andthen take questions 

,and comments. I believe th~t a ~amily is a child's fIrst school . 

and that parents are a child1s fIrst teachers. And therefore . 

when we talk about public bducktion, I think we have to start 


• I I· . 
by acknowledging the fact ithat our schools can do the very 
best job they're capable of doing, but oUr family, our parents 
and our stUdents don't app~eciatp the importance of . 
education. Even the very best t~achers, the most beautiful 
facilities will not make the Ikind: ofdifference that they should. 
So I hope fIrst and foremost that when we talk about 
education we talk about thb res~onsibilities that all parents 

. and children have to be opbn toleducation.And that we do our 
best to prepare all children! for (inaudible) schooling. 

, 1 ' 

That's why I support good ;Chi14 care and early childhood 
education. That's why I support! programs that go into homes 
and try to encourage parents to read to their own children and 

. to tell stories to their chilcIten ahd to stimulate their children . 
by exposing them tq the w~der ~orld. You know, some of us 
know very well that the fIrst ye~s of life are critical for the 
development of the humari braih. And the more we talk to our 
babies, our toddlers, the m'ore Jre really engage in learning . 
with them in the home - n~t anYthing fancy, nothing that 

. . I. 

costs much money. I meart, I have a friend who says that her 
child ........ by the time her daukhter's three because she's., 

. always reading 'and alway~ talIGng. But by doing so, ~he's 
literally creating connecti6ns irl the brain that create the basis 
for acquiring language, w¥ch kll enable a child to do better 
when that child gets to sc~ool. j 

I I 

The second point rid like t6 m*-e is, once a child goes to 
school, we need the: very *est qualifIed teachers we' can 
possibly have. And I don't think we do enough to show. 
respect for the teaching p~ofes~ion. I think we must do more 
!o demonstrate that teachipg islone o~the most importan.t 
Jobs ..... And we're about to have a bIg teacher shortage In 

. I 1
New York and really around die country. We have predicted 

I , . 

that about half of New York's teachers will retire or leave 

teaching in the next 10 ye;ars. rd in some parts of the. state 
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, it's even more dramatic. So IWha~ are we going to do to recruit 
young people, bright young people, like Andy and the ones 
sitting behind and in front df me? 

I ; 

Well, I believe'that we shoJld h~ve something called a 
National Teacher Corps, th~t w9uld encourage students that 
they could go into teachinglby offering a full scholarship 

, anywhere you go, if iri retufn you promise to teach for four 
years. I also believe we sho;uid ehcourage people to go from 
other professions into teacliing, ~s well as coming out of 
retirement. You know, ifwk give signing bonuses to athletes, I 
really think we ought to gi~e sig~ing bonuses to teachers. 
[Applause] i 

" I I ' , 
We also need more federal :suppprt for teachers. That's why I 
support federal funding forfIOO,OOO more teachers in our 
classrooms. You know, wei did ~ wonderful job in our country 
lowering the crime rate. Arid one of the reasons was that we 
had 100,000 police officer~ paid for with federal dollars that we 
were able to put in small to,wns and rural areas, as well as our 
biggest cities. So I think we need to do more to support local 
communities. ! II " , 

'. 
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Thirdly; we know that 'a child can learn under many differe~t 
circumstances. But I think }\nd~ said something very 

, important that is worth repeatink. I go iii and out of schools all 
, ,the time. I go into schools iliat are beautifully equipped, like 

this one. And I know from ithe ~oment I walk in the door that 
I'm in a place where the fa~nilie$ and the, businesses and the 
educators, the entire COII1Il1uni~ ofcitiz;ens, knows how 

, important it is to support education. And that sends a very 
, powerful message to childten. You know, children pick up 

those messages directly and indirectly. When they walk into 
a school like this one in W~tkink Glen, they know that ' 
education is valued. ~ I 

I ' 

When they walk into som~ 
" 

ofthe schools that lvisit, where 
the paint is peeling, and th~wiridows are cardboarded up, or 
there 'are classes being tau~ht i~ fonner closets or partitioned 
hallways, they get a very dIfferent message: thatyou know, 
education is not very valudd an~ probably they aren't either. , 

So your commi~ent and iour Investment in this community 
and throughout the countyiin thb facilities that can provide the 

, I 

up-to-date laboratories -- +ndy told me he wants to study 
biochemistry. You know, there are some schools that he 
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could graduate from, not liRe thiis one, where that wouid be a 
, I I 

distant dream, because he wouldn't have had access to the . 

qualified teachers and the e~uip~ent that he would need to 

be able to think about stud~g 1:Hochemistry at the college 

level: ! I . . ' 


. I I . 

And so when we come and isee the differences, and when we 
know that we've got an incFeasirtg number of school-age' . 

. I I ' 
children here in the state, w,e have to take a hard look at how 
we will provide support f0it the ~esources that are needed. And 
it's especially important today, because we know that access 
to computers and technology is ~oing to affect how all of 

'these young people live thetr liv~s in this century. 
I, . 
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N ow I believe that we should do several things to help 
communities like the ones tepre~ented here to be able to 
afford the facilities and res6urcds that they need. Because 
many, many ofthecommuhltie~ in New Yorkcannot afford to 

! I . 
tax themselves any long~r, ;or ~y higher. And yet they, don't 
have what their children ne~d. I Ibelieve the federal government 

, should do more in terms ofJgrants and loans to school 
districts, so that a lot of the: work that needs to be done can , , I 

,be done. And I believe, and I w<jmld fight for in the Senate, 
school construction bonds ihatwould help communities build 
and repair their schools Wi~out having to raise their o~ 
property taxes: I . 

I , 
Because school constructidn costs account for a significant 
portioll oflocal property taixes~ut if we did what I am ' 
suggesting we would be ab;le to :have local communities issue 
bonds and not pay interest because the bond holders would 

. , I I . 

get a federal tax credit instead. And that would help a lot of 

communities before the co~stru~tion and repair needs ,that· 

they currently have., : II. . . . 

I· 


I also am coinmitted to dOfng everything possible to make 

sure that not only all of out sch?ols are conne,cted to the . 

internet but that we have broad band access in all parts of
I I . . 

New York, that we have tHe full connectivity that we need so 
. that a student going to sch~oi ~ywhere in the state and 
. access to. the same technology as anybody anywhere else. 

I don't think its going to bl enohgh in this ne~century'that we 
have computer labs. I think we ke going to have 1'0 have 
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computers lor every stu eat e9ause we cannot permIt t ere 

to be this so-called digital tlivid.e where some children 
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because ofwhat their home's cari provide or what their· 
schools can provide are, so fuuch farther advanced in their use 
and understanding in computersJ 

, 	 ! I 
I I' . ' 

I was in a school last fall that was built for a thousand' 
children. There were two tI10usafd there,. they were expecting 
eight hundred more next school ¥ear. It was grossly , 

, I f 

overcrowded, they have twp computer labs with about a 
hundred computers for all those Istudents. This was a school 
where most of the kids corrie frdm low income families so 
about halfof them or more Idid qot have their own computer at 
home. i. 

I 
So you can just see how w~ get a situation where some kids 

I I 	 . 
are much more able to move forWard then others. We have to 
do what we can to end that;digit~l divide. I applaud Watkins 
plan for your commitment for high standards and to a rigorous 
c~iculum becaus~ you ~pw hpw important it is that we . 
equlp all ofour children ~th thpse tools that are needed to be 
successful in a new economy. Now there are many other 
things that! look forward t6 talking with you about but there is 
to me no more important s~bject than public education: 

, I I 
I 1 . 

I have long supported publjc edpcation. Back in 1983 I was 
one of the first people to ptopose broad standards on a 
state-wide level in ArkansJs. I ~roposed testing teachers to 
ensure they were qualified~ pro~iding more re~ources and I . 
continue to work on these ~ssuef' I do not support the kind, of 
approach some people take ofdtlling for vouchers because I 
think vouchers would dIairi dollars away from our public

, I ' 	 . . 

schools. It would make it v,ery difficult for us to meet the 
" needs ofall the children arid pr~vide'facilities· iike the ones we 
. are enjoying this afternoon'. ,t . " 

I I , 

~ think we can do better a.n;~ we:m~st: ~ecause not only is !t 
lmportant to prepare our chtldrttn mdlvldually but as a soclety 

, remaining committed to 0Vr puplic schools in bedrock 'Values 
that really sets us apart from any other nation on earth. Now 
to close I think that I have Ibee~ very privileged on behalf of our 
country an~ the president ~o trarel around the world and visit 
many different places. An~ I am always shocked that I can go 
anywhere in the world with a cbuntry that is more like us 

, because it is advanced .eco'nomically or to it country that is 
very poor. And in any plaJe in the world you can fmd very 

I ".' 

smart people, you can find very successful and rich people, 

you can' find artists, you dm fi~d great athletes, so what is it 
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that makes America so uni1ue? I. . '. . 

Well clearly America is mdre of! an idea than even a place", 
and we were so 'fortunate td be foUnded by far sighted people 
. 	 'I I
who understood what it would take to create a great 
democracy. So we are verylgrat~ful for our constitution, our 
bill of rights for the values that really mark us as Americans. 
And one of the waysthat~e ha~e maintained that 
commitment to democracy is byland through our public 
education system. So this i~ for me not just an economic 
issue, as important as that i~, it i~ one of the fundamental, ' 
values that sets us apart and con~incesme that we must 

I ,: 

continue to support the very best possible public schools for 
all of our children. Thank y:ou al:l very much. 
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