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It's such an honor for me to be he~. I was looking forward to 
this occasion. But after having satithoughthe presentations, 
heard the words ofeveryone who has sPoken before, seen the 
young people come forward to redeive 'the scholarships that 
you are so generously bestowing on th~m. I'm even more 
honored to be here with you. Bec~use this morning is a 
celebration of three ofthe things that ale most important in 

'life, faith, family, and work. And this timon, and what is 

represents, and this gathering this ~orr1ing, is a great ' 

reminder about what really is imp9rtant in all of our lives. 


"" 	 Now there are many reasons why ~iS Jathering is significant, , 
because it does remind us of the importance ofour faith, and I 

I I 

, appreciate it very much. George r~citin:g for uS one of my 
, favorite Bible verses, you know let us tejoice in this day, and 

we should. Anyone who has walk~daslYOU did or as I caine ' 
into the City this morning and could se~ the glorious spring 
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day that we have, would have to ~ank the' Lord for this joyous 
day that we are able to share. 

I 

And this union, and the work you have, done for so many 
generations, giving people the chdnce to have a decent wage 

, 	 ' I I 

to be respected for the work they ~o. To build the kind of 
families we celebrate, that indeed iis a tribute to all who came 
before, and all of you for continuihg tHat tradition. And then to 
be able to share this with familiesJ as I :look out and see so 
many children, very young childr~n. Children who are old ' 
enough to,be alter boys ~d those:not ~et. Children who now 
no longer we can call chlldren; yOjung men and women 
graduating from high school, graduati~g from college: That 
also is a very strong reminder of What it is we work for. 

I would'like to say just a few wor~s a~tit how politics, fits in ' 
all of this. Chris mentioned politi¢s an~ several others have 
made glancing mention as well. Becaube to me, politics is 
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not or should not be about power,! holding positions, having , 
, ,I 	 " 

the perks of office. It should be about the work one can do to 
make it possible for even more pdoplelto have the kind of lives 
with the quatity of opportunity th~t this union, that the faith 
that you celebrated at mass this niornitig really lead us to. , 	 I 
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 So to that end, I see politics as thelart Jmaking possible· . 
what appears to 'Qe impossible: Add tha~ is work that many of 
yondo everydaY. Many ofyou hate made it possible for 
countless men and women to have a better standard of life. 
Many ofyou have made it possibl~ ofdyoung child to 
navigate through childhood into adulthbod. And many ofus 
have participated in th~ political ptoces1s and have made it , 

. possible for us to change our stateiand bountry. To provide 
more support for people. To standiagai~st those forces that 
would turn the clock back. That whuld ~ to make itsome " 
how i1legi~imate for people to org~zet to bargain collectively, 
to protect the health and safety ofworkers. 

I think one Of the great advances df o~ country in the kst 50 
years of the last century, was the Way we made it possible for 
working people to organize and h~ve ilieir rights respected. 
But that is an on going struggle. It: is ndt something that we 
just do one day and forget about tomod-ow. Because in the 
political process, one is always ha~ing to organize, to make 
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sure the rights we enjoy today will be there tomorrow. 

And this union as much as any lodal in!the country ha~ stood 
for that proposition but what will ~e do with that strength of 
organization that you represent. Hpw ~ill we use the political 
process to make sure that everyone coming behind us these 
young children and so many co~tless ~tI:ers' in this city and 
state have those same opportunities. I beheve strongly that 
there are several critical issues fading tis that we have to be 
paying attention to in this electiod seas~n. 
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The first is the economy. How do ;we make sure it grows and
,I ' 

produces jobs? I am very proud ofthe work our President has 
done in o.ur country. I believe, thatj we +e a better country than 
we were In 1992, because we have expfiIlded the ecoho~y. 
We have created now more than 2:0 million more jobs. 

I , I,
The labor movement I think is ona resurgent course. The 
work that so many of you are doing wifh the building trades, 
'with the AFL-CIO is really beginillng to demonstrate to people 
how important it that we have just as s~ong a labor movement 
in the 21 st Century as we did in ute 20th Century. And all of 
us have a stake the economy keep~ gro\vingand keeps ' 
producing more good jobs. I want to thank this union and the 
labor movement in general for th~ atte~tion you have pmd to 
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helping those who are not your mfmbys. 
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When you fight for the minhnum ivage! to be increased, you . 
are not fighting for your members! YoJ. are fighting for millions 
of American workers who go to w:ork ~veryday and do not . 
bring home enough money to support ~ f~ilyout ofpoverty. 
We have to do more in the politic~l pr~cess to raise the 
standard ofliving for all working people and I thank you for the 
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, 'leadership you ~ve given on beh'ilf ofl every working family in 
New York and 10 our country. :. . 

. ". '. : I . 

I thank you also for recognizing the importance ofeducation. 
These scholarships were so touchihg to' hear the descriptions 
of the recipients and to see the yo~g p~ople or the parents 
corning forward and I thank you for that. We know so well that 

. education is the key to whether w~ orrlot individually or all of 
us together will be successful in $s n~w century. . 

. . ii', 
I am a very strong supporter for education, because I know . 
what it has meant in my life and s~e what it has meant in the 
lives of the people in this room. We m~st remain committed 
to insuring that every single child,r wh~ works hard and is 
willing to do what it takes can go to copege regardless of 
financial pressures. That is why I support making college 
tuitiori tax deductible. And that will gol a long way to help a lot 
of the children here. But I want to; say just an additional word 
about education; because I know .that ~ou have run 
apprenticeship programs that are so critical to taking young 
people and moving them from hi~ scH.ool~ the life of a 
youngster into the life ofa worklli-g person. 

, As much as I support opening theldoJs of college to every , 
. single child who was willing and want~ to go, I want to be 
sure that we do not lose respect fqr all pf those young people, 
who do hard work and don't go tol coll<rge. It is very importaIlt 
that we continue to respect work. :Not every important job in 
our society requires a college educatioh. ' , . I . 

I would like to see us once again as a nation respecting 'the 

hard work that people do if some~ne ~ants to be the very 

best electrician, the very best lawYer, tpe very best teacher, 

lets respect all the work that ofotir children and all ofour 

adults in our society do so that w~ whJn we talk. about· 

education, we see it not just in terns of aninstitution ~d a 

degree but as a life long learning procJss so that as people 

acquire skills to become the best they fan be at wh.atever 

they do, we make sure that they get the compensatIon and 
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. i' .\. the benefits that should go with a job ~ell done no matter 
where that job comes from: ' '. . 

. '.' ..' I . . . . 

I also want to thank you for the strong support you have given 
to making health care affordable ahd adcessible to every New 
Yo'rk~r and every American. You ~to04 with, the President and 
me back in 1993 and 1994 when we tried to figure out a way 
that our country. could provide qmility ~ordable to every 
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citizen. You may remember we weren't successful then. But I 
have not given up on the goal, butll ha~ejust decided to come' 

. . II 
from the school of smaller steps, slteps that we can take one 
by one, to improve coverage, to ptovidp the children of working 
families who are not so fortunate ~ to represented by you 
with health care coverage to proviae a prescription 'drug I . , • 

. benefitfor those of our parents ana. grap.dparents who are on 
. Medicare, to lower the costs ofpr~scription drugs for all of us. 
That is one of the big problems th~t w~face. I have people 
coming up to me all the time as I travel around the state . 
telling me they canpot afford thei~ pres¢ription drugs or that. 
their mother can1t,they showme ~eirprescriptions 
sometimes. . .! . 
.' . , I' . 

..- ; . 
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They tell rile stories about they hare g~ne to the doctor, but 
they kriow that they will have to go backand maybe even go . 

. . I I 

to the hospital, because they cannot afford the drugs that 
would keep them healthy. Yet we!in of country, we are the 
ones who pay for the research that creates the drugs that are 

I I 
so miraculous. We are the ones who pay for the FDA that 

I I . 
tests the drugs and tells our doctors tha,t they are safe for us 
and yet we as American tax payets pa~ the highest costs for ' 
drugs of any consumers in the wotld. 'Fhat is not right. . 

. . " . I . . 
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For example if you were to go to panada, you can buy ,drugs 
that were made by American man:ufac~ers'and approved by 
,our FDA for anywhere from one ~alf t~ one third of the cost. 
For example there is a drug called Tan,loxifin, which treats' 
breast cancer. A three inonth's supply M that drug in Canada, 
costs fifty dollars, a three .month'~ sup~ly in the United' States . 
costs three hundred and mnety dollars for the same drug. I do 
not think that is right. I would fig~t fot legislation that would 
permit us to re-import American IPadel and approved drugs 
from Canada into the United Stat~s so that New Yorkers .. 
could buy them at the same cosr~at tliey are sold in . 
Canada. I think that is what we sqould1be doing. 

I 

Now all of these issues and so many Jore that! am talking . ~ j . . 
, ;...; . 



about as I travel around the state ~eeting with people from , 
one end of the state to the other. I ;am s~Ying in peopl~'s 
houses; I am talking with them in their Ibackyards and on their 
porches. I am in workplaces, in th~ir supeqnarkets, I am in 
and out ofevery place you can imkgin~. I am having the most 

. I"
wonderful time, because I can seelall of the concerns that 

. people have and what we could dq in tlie political process to 
try to n:eet those, to ,make sure th~t we !stay on the right. ' 
track WIth the economy that we do not go back to explodmg. 

I I . 

deficits. The Republican plan for the economy and the very 
large irresponsible tax cut that is ~ropoked by Governor Bush 
I believe would send us bac~ to thF d~~s ofthe 1980's, where , 
we would have those explodmg defiCIts, we would not have 
the kind ofjob. opportunities so th~se ate political choices 

, that we are all going to make iIi th~se ~ext months. 

I appreciate so much how many otyoul have welcomed me' 
and given me opportunities to collie ana speak and given me 
good advice and asked me questidns b4t as I talk about all of 
these issues and as I put forth ide~s anq as I work with' you 
to strengthen the labor movement :andprotect the hard'won 
rights of labor in the Congress. B<:jcaus~ you know every 
single day the Republicans are proposing bills that will turn . , I ,I 

the clock back 50 years. :rhey waq.t to ~o away with the forty I... hour work week, with OSHA to protect health and safety. I ' 
I " 

believe we should support the NL~, I believe we should 
Davis-Bacon without exceptions ~or e~ery job that is funded 
with Federal funding. I will stand ~th :you on these fights. 
. , . ' i i 

Let's remember what politics is really ~bout. It is about 
making it possible for us to have tiealiliy babies born. It is 
about making it possible for eve~ child to have afirst class, ' 
education. It is about making it pqssibl~ for every elderly 
citizen in this state and country to :have: the health care and 
medication that he or she deserve~. It i~ about the quality of 
our life, so that we can all pursue bur faith, our work and our 
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families in a way that we believe,:will give us the highest 
quality of life together. i 

I 
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Five years ago, I wrote a book called "ft Takes a Village." In 
this book I talked about what I thihk it :takes to help raise 
children, because I do not think tHere i~ a more important job 
that any of us have than being a pkent~ It is our primary job . 
once we are responsible for that ybungl child. I put in my , 
book, something that I believe as hlUCh today as whenI first 
read it years ago. It is something t~at the Catholic 

. . :. f ,l . " , .,', i' , 
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.. Conference ~aid spme time. ag~ ~W "\,,,ut eight: or nine years 

, ago. Let me Just read a part of It, because to me Itsums up , 


what we are trying to do today. ,I ' ",' , ' 
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The most important work to help bur children is done quietly" 
in'our homes and neighborhoods, lour ~arishes and ' 
community organizations. No g0'i'ernnient can love a child and 
no policy can substitute for a family's ~are. But clearly, , 
families can be, he~ped our hurt inl their; ~placea?l~ roles., ' 
Government can either support orl undermme familIes as they 
cope with the moral, social and econorhic stresses of caTing 
for children. t,', I '" 

, ' , I 
The undeniable fact is that our chfldreR is shaped by both the 
values'oftheirparentsand the pol;icieslof our nation. Now we 
as a nation will do everything we ;can tb support our f~ilies , 
and it is imperativeihat families t(1ke r¢sponsibilityto be the" 
very best they can be for all of our ,children, but as the, ,', 
'Catholic Conference noted, the edonorhlc policies, the hel:!,lth ' 
care policies, the education and eAvirohment.policies - all of 

, these policies will impact on howl weIll a family can cope with 
the stresses of life. ' I ' 

That is why as we think about thi~ ete,ction season. It is not, 
enoughjust to compare what the?and*ates say or who , ' 
looks good,on TV, or who has the fastest response to the• 

! 

question, but instead to get below! the ~urface and think very 
seriously. Are the policies going to help or hurt my family and 
are the policies going to help or hhrtniy union. Are the, 

, (policies ~oing to help or hurt my bomrhunityand state? " ' 

1 Wh~t this union haslong stood fdr is le belief that we can b~ 
, stronger together, than we can be!indiVidually. The union is a 
very important Par:t ofthe villagelthat tenvision that will create 
the very best possible futures for our children. I am honored to 

, be among people who know how limpdrtant it is that we.' I, ' 

celebrate faith, work and family and t~e role that politics plays 
': in our country in insuring all threb of those. Thank you all 

, ", very, very much. , ' ' ! ' I " ,,' , 
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