
. ~, 

1 . 


. I 
, 

l 



, 

Brady Eridorsethent Event 
, , I 

I 
New York,N,ew York 

I, 

September 20, 2000 'I 
i 

lam deeply honored to be here with my friends, Jim and 

Sarah Brady, whom I just think have dembnstrated such 

courage and commitment over the lastmdnyyears. YoU: , 


, ' know, theY've been working for almost tJentY years now on ' 
, behalf of this crusade for gun safety laws land sensible gun 

, I 
safety measures that protect our people-and particularly our 
,children. ' 'I ' 
" 'I,
And I'm very grateful to Jim,and Sarah andHandgun Control 
for this endorsement. You know, I've hadlthe opportunity to ' 

,'J'oinforces with Jim and Sarah on other otcasions. From , I 
ensuring that concealed weapons laws were not overturned to 

, I 

working to pass legislation to hold adults Hable for recklessly 
, I ' 

leaving guns around and available to children. And every time 
I'm with them, my spirit is always lifted ~ecause, yes, they 
are strong fighters, they are committed a~~ocates-but they 
'are just good people who make you feel that you can do more 
and be more than you could ever be by y~urself. ' , 

, I 

, And I am so grateful for their leadership Jnd their friendship. I 
think people all over New York and Ametica follow Jim and 

, I
, Sarah Brady's lead because they feel that oepth of' , 

commitment, where the Bradys took a petsonal tragedy and ' 
turned it into use for the health and safety: of so many other 
people. They said, enough is enough. An4 they meant it. 

, ',I' ,
And I think of all the people who have really followed in the , , ' , I 
wake ofJim and Sarah's leadership, particularly everyone who 

, was involved with the ,Million Mom Mar~h, where people came 
together across all political lines, from evbry kind of ' 
background, from every region ofthe cou'ntry to speak with a 
single voice for common sense gun laws kd for the future of 

I ' 

our children. I'm proud to receive this endorsement because 
Handgun Control has worked so hard to rhake it possible to ' 
keep our families safe from violen~e. Th~t is a priority for me. 

, I, 
More New Yorkers are killed by guns than die in car crashes ' 
every year. Now I think that might be surPri~ing to a lot of 
New Yorkers, but it is one of those facts that I can't get out of 

, my mind. When you think you think abodt all the car crashes, ' 
, "I 

I 
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and then you realize that in the dark ofnight on our streets, in 

• 	 I'
. our homes more people are dying from ~ violence it's 
shocking, and puts into perspective the ch;allenge that we 
face.' 	 , 

, 
J know that Jim and Sarah and I and others have been in the 
positiori ofholding the hands offamilies ~ho have lost people 
to gun violence, people who have been se~erely injured as Jim 
was. It is a humbling and, in some ways,incredibly moving 
and awful experience because you think about the (inaudible) 

. that happens when some child finds a ~ in a drawer or 
under a bed or someone in a moment ofabger or malice 

· picked up that gun and reeked havoc on aboth~r person's life . 
. 	 I 

I don't think that any of us who've done tJiat want to ever do it 
again. And part ofwhat motivates me~as i know it does Jim· 

I 	 . 

· and Sarah-is our belief that their son Scott and our daughter 
Chelsea to be growing up in a world that ~s as free from gun 
violence as we can possibly make it. 

I 

Now, it's time to honor the pain and loss 6fthose who h@.ve 

been victims by strengthening our gun la'Ys. New Yorkers 

have already demanded more protection from guns and have 

enacted tough state laws. But New York State is not an . . 

island. Two out of three guns used in crinies in New York 

were brought from other states, andcartie1d illegally across 


. 	 I .. 
New York's borders. That's why we need to extend gun safety 
laws to the rest of the country. Only then can we protect New 
York's children and families from the flodd of illegal, 
out-of-state guns that fall into the wrong liands. I will be a 
senator who will fight for sensible gun legislation. I will fight in 
the Senate for what New Yorkers :want. Ahd I will stand up to 

· . 	the gun lobby and to. the congressionalleJdership that has 
blocked sensible gun legislation too man~ times in the past. 

Now this a big difference between my opponen~ and me. I'm 

the only candidate in this race who supports federal 

legislation to license handgun owners and: register handgUnS. 


. My opponent has called these measures e¥treme and 
invasive. And yet eXtending common sense gun safety . 
laws-the ones that we already have here iIi New York and that .. 
the vast majority ofNew Yorkers support~is not extreme or 
invasive; it's common sense. It's a sensible way to protect our . 
chiidren and families. So if you want tough gun safety laws, . 
please vote for me. And if you are happy ~ith the status 
quo-with more New Yorkers dying from guns than car 
crashes-vote for my opponent. Because ti¥s is a defining 

, 



'. issue in this race for the United States Se~ate; 1think we've 
got to have a comprehensive planto stop ~un violence that 
goes certainly to education and prevention, but we must have 

. . . I 

tougher laws-and that's what I will fight for in the Senate. 
" I.. . 

. . .' l . 

Arid I look forward to joining with Jim arid Sarah on many 
occasions in the years to come, standing .Jnth Handgun 
Control and allies throughout New York to make sure that we 
pass nationally the kinds of laws that we ~lready know can . 
work in New York. And I will be there, standing up, day in and 

I
day out to make that happen. Thank you very much. 
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