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I 

Mr. President, iMr .. Governor, Mr. Ambassador, members of the'. adJIiinistration, fac~ity,stud,ents, distinguished guests, and my 
friends, the people 'I of. Chiang Mai: 

I 
I, 

, It is a ple~su.te ,to be with you today and to speak at this 
university. ,It. has ~een a lifelong dream of mine to come to 

. Thailand. But it was1n' t until I' arrived in :Your country yesterday 
,that I fully appreci1ated the special beauty of ..northernThailand 
.and the hospitality lof the Thai people. These first iniages and 
impressions of Thail~d wili 'stay with'me long after I return to 
Washington. .; 

, . I 
Being here in the year celebrating the 700th annive~sarY of 

:. 	 of Chiang Mai' and. thk,50th anniversary of His Majesty' s accession 
to the throne-- andj be,ing here "dUring the aDnual Festival of ' 
Lights makes this 1visit even more memorable. 

I . . .' 	 , 
Last night, I went was able to go down to the Ping river and 

watch the Loy Krato~~festivities. I could see children and 
families gathered al9ng the banks, launching beautiful banana
leaf and bamboo boat~into the water. And as I put a float in the 
water it- occurred to lme 'that, just as families across Thailand 
are coming together this week to'celebrate the harvest and 
strengthen. the bonds !of family;' Americans ,are now preparing for 
our Thanksgiving hol~~y. For us, it is a time to gather with 
loved ones and friends to give thanks for the many blessings we 
have enjoyed thrOUgh~ut the year. 

While people in both our countries celebrate these 
tradi tional holidays,! it is worth remembering that in the modern 
world the economic trknsformation that' has brought new prosperity 
to many people ~lso bkings with it new challenges and'pressing 
social needs. 	 1 . ' 


I 

I 

In Thailand and the United States we are reaping the 
I 	 ' benefits of democracy 1 arid free market economies that are adapting 

] 

1. 

I 

http:ple~su.te


/: 

.. 

. I 

'1.i};:"~'if::~ :~,. . i,,' 	 ~:r~Jf~'~ \ 

.' :~. I , . '" 


to the rapid pace of \global ,change. Our 

part~9.~ii1t.ted in free Ielections to choose.' the' 

Motfl\~~.'~:~nd women w+thin our borders. are ',w. \.I,'4.''1~''1~~,,~~ 

and ear~ing higher w,ges. Some ,of the health J:I.'I.,~_~~Je&fl,'I?".;J;~.'a. 

plagued,our communit+es have disappeared. ' 

are counted on around the world for the sanc 


. those'i,fleeing oppr~s~ion and persecution. 

, ·;.:,i~W.~i!> :oi'/ . \. .'. , 


. ,';.Yet·for all the .\progre~s and promise 

in·history, we are~scover1ng that rapid eC:OJlan1C·t'~~~~5~\.I'U can 


I 	 . 

,also bring unintended consequences. 
. • .... "< ',;i}.~7· \" '.. . \ 

:We see '. the income gap widening as those , 	 . ..... .'1,:, 

· .c:omp~te< ina high-tec1h, global economy lag farthe 

behirid;;',.We see development pressures override Co"lll;;;e.J;lll5;:"CUJ'QU 


, ".. '...., I . 	 . 

air, 'water, .and natural' resources. ,We see a' mass " ." 

' fu.el~:rea~izable fan\t~sies for material goods, resul .•.•..... ;in .new 

pressures on .families l, government, and social institutions~:;We . 


.,' ,•. ,."..... ," I ". 	 '., ... , , ' 

· s~.e.,:.~~~ase~,we have:' fo~que.red replaced by new and equally;\~~ad.l.:¥, 

versions ~;.:;Arid· we see, women. entering the 'labor force in greate.r " 


'. numbers,~;-oniy to findl that .they' are still expected to' raise their 

.. families /'~their hbuseholds', and take care of . their. spouses '.:---:" . I ... '. 	 . , 

all>.;~~}~:Wtr~:f~Giianc~ \~~.~r.~ce ~fMa pioy .. :.' .';"'Jf"~!t¥~{~).,~ 
.This 'ph~nomenon 'lsnot unique to our countries or 'our ',:t,.ime 

One hundred years 'agolAmerica' s transition:to"the Industria~.~~e '. ;; 
, ushered insocl.al dislocations' and unrest:th~t'threatened to;:);.,!:;) ,

','" I . . .. ' '. '. ':~:·t' '. c·,'. __ . 

~s::UPt.our')aconanic ~rc:>g:ess: Immigrants)~hc> ',Str~~ed':fn:~~.:i~~x::;,,;\::, 
C1tiesofte~ ended up :11v1ng 1n squalid tenements.t~~~~<?rk1ng'+~11~: 
hours, 'and bringing home meager wages. Children.were"recruit;:ed;;:to 
work in factories and10ftenwere forced to labor in stib-:-hUman: 


· conditi,?ns~>.A.meriCa's !democratic valu~s' were put·to·1:he.;~st., 

> ·'t~;:;: >t,S'lli~':ij?~gJ;\. . . , i' ...'.' ", ' :' . " ii:r< 


·.··:,Likejlllof the great social 'movements in American il1istory ... ' . ,,,,, " I . 	 ' . . ':' 
..from:'the Jibb,lition 0if slavery, to the progressive era 'that came 
.1nresponseto the. Indpstrial Revolution, to achievinq women's 

suffrage, to :the civil! rights movement of the 1960s -- progrtass 

depended not on government alone but on the leadership of civic, 

religi?us,' and social brganizations. ' 


" '" I . .' 
. 	 . 1 

, . . Now , ' .. century lat-er,' countries allover the world, 

inclUding the United States and Thailand, are faced with 

different set of econoIh:i,.c' . opportunities and social challenges. 

And onc,e again those o~portunities 'and challenges demandthat we 

sustain economic progr+ssand growth without compromising our 
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values or sacrificing the potential of our people.
.' . I 

.,-~., -But how do we d~ this? We do it by thinking of new ways to 
protect our most vul~erable populations in a time of shrinking 
resources and accelerated qlobal competition. We do it by 
creatinq conditions that encouraqe individual initiative and a 
vibrant civic life. ~e do it by respectinq human riqhts -- and 
that includes the rig.hts of women and children to be protected

. . I . 

from exploitation and, abuse.' 
. .~ 

As the world's economies and societies become'increasingly 
I 't ' interdependent, we must work to create a qlobal commun~ Y 1n 

which economic growthI and social progress are compatible and 
result in shared prosferity and opportunity for the q~eatest 
number of people. 

In the past, the I Thai-U.S. partnership has led to tremendous 
successes in the fiqht against diseases such as malaria and 
leprosy, and in the e~ansion of education and family planning 
proqrams. But; just a +conOmiC proqress seems to solve many 
problems related to o~r physical well-beinq,newand potentially 
devastating social and health·problems threaten to'underminethe 
advances we make • 

. '. '. '.' . i'" ..... 
At' time of such ~omentous change on' every .. continent, 

investments in people,!' especially women and children, are key to 
sustaininq our proqre,s's economically and socially•.:Nocountry. can 

. move forward into the :2lstcentury if ~alf itsp~pulation is left 
"',: . on .the margiIJ.~~' '. " 

. ',~- . .':.:~; . '. ! ...... ' 
Since the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women 

last year·.in Bel.jinq ~d the forum of non-qovernmental 
orqanizations in Buairbu, women around the world have been 

. workinq to fulfill the!qoals of the conference and its .Platform 
for Action.·Thailandw~s. well-represented at this important 
conference. And today,; the National Commission on Women's 
Affairs, working with ~ growing NGO movement in Thailand, is 
taking steps to improv~ the. status of women throuqh communi.ty 
action to help battere~ women and spare them from the enslavement 
of forced pro.stitution 1 

The accomplishments of the Thai government, NGOs, and 
individual ... citizens arJ impressive:

! 
I 

The Prostitution ~uppression Act passed this year speci~ies 
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jail time for the ownrrs, agents, clients and families that are 
benefiting ecpnomical~y from the trade in child prostitution.

. ." .:..~ ..... 
, 

., 
The government also has adopted 'a national policy and master~J 

pl~n for the preventi~n and eradication of commercial sex 
explOitation of women, that allocates over $160 million to this 
effort. .~. ": ......<:.. 

• ' ";·;.~;{~>·~';~~il· .'~\.'k.. 

continueci cooper+tion betweeng~.~e~nments and NGOs!s 
essential to,the.adva~cement of women'in all,aspec1:,s,of 
political, economic, ~ocial and civic life. 

I. 

That is why I am heartened~at .. the Thai governm:ent· and the . . I . .... .... ..... ..... '. 
NGO community here recognize that·.womeri bd girls are keys to 
Thailand's continued ~rogress and prosp'erity. Expanding 
educational opportunitiy for children, curbing the spread of AIDS, 
.and ending the exploi~ation of young.girls in the commercial sex 

.' industrywill}lO~ onl~ help .individl:!-~fThai girls and their 
f~lies , but Thai soc,ietyasawhol~ ... ;:· ."" 

,:c·,,., ...·.,,...;.:·,: ;>.~: :;J~~:.,. ("', ", -";/. ··'~·;.::;i;~:~.~rM'- '. ..,_.:' 
;;; .. ,(yesterday in Chiang Rai I visited a·program:started by the . ..\ . . .. .. I··· . .
facul ty Hat?,!~is universityca1led .Thai Women of Tomorrow.I~. 
:offers gi~1:s·~education.i,vocationaltraining and .options·.forjobs 
-- al,ter~~ti~~;s31::():' ~es~fat~,,,;~<i.,;..despe:rateli~esof P7ostitu~i9.n. 
Most of ,all,";;l.t'encour'1lgesparents to apprecl.ate thel.r daughters. 
as peoplenot,·property~ and to give girls a selise of their own 

valuean~,l~~S,;;" 'i ··.;J~~~~~9', . .'. 
,;Earlier today .·atthe New Life Center I saw another program. 
that is b~illginghope to young wom~~ wbo'arereceiving .education 
and.training.that will Iallow them to pursue their life.ambitions 

.,,::.With .c~nfid.e~ce ,and di~ity .;'.' .: ,.::~ '.~...:.:: 

" ',. '.) . ,:; ·;:'i·'·:';; . I ' " 


,.... :~.: We are all trpublEld by the riseof'international.gangs that 
.. . .. " .. , . ..' 'I .' 

traffic young .gi.l:'lsf0.x; sex throughout Asia and the, world. This 
criminal activ;tymust :be stopped.
. .'.. ,~ 

If the Thai government follows through on enforcement of its 
new law banning child pkostitution -- and devotes the resources 
necessary to ~arry~ut 1tS long-term government plan ~o deal with 
this tragic situation -~ it will go far in saving the lives of 
women and girls who areipresently at risk. .' 

, 
1 

I 
: Individual action on the. part of NGOs is also critical. All 
of the programs I have Visited here rely on the dedication and 
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. prog:ess, 
critl.cal 

'.,.',. 

. 
'.' fight AIDS. 

'. . .. -" 
·.togethert:.otest a 

'. 

. 

U.S. 

awareness 

skill of volunteer teachers and professors and men and women 
affiliated with r~li~ious organizations. 

",' ...... I 

I am pleased that a strong partnership between our nations 
is supporting these ~nd other efforts. This morning I 

I • •
participated in a dis'cussl.on with Thai. and Amerl.can government

l
officials, 'as well as academics from both countries, who are 
<~orking together to c:urb the spread of AIDS. Just as Thailand's 
successful population! program became a model for developing 

.:;'countries around the world and a contributor to economic 
the ~ai g~rernment' s ~ight agai~~t AIDS. i~ equally 

to thl.s'natl.on's economl.C and socl.al stabl.ll.ty . 
. I 

I 
I 

My country was your partner in promoting family planning.
I· weare joined in partnership with Thailand in the effort to, 

......,.American and ThaiI doctors and scientists are working 
va9cine that could provide protection against 

HTV virus. OUr federal Center for Disease Control is working 
ith the Thai Ministrt of Health and with doctors in several 

'localhospitals on st~dies that could one dB.y halt the 
transmission of HIV from infected mothers to ,their babies. And 
ourNational'Institut~s'of Health has.awarded grants to Joluls. 
Hopkins ,and Harva;d Un'iversities to work with you here at Chiang 
Mai University on AIDS: research. . 

,";.;', " 

':::~:~"~~~.:;:~':. . . 

,In the near future, a joint Thai-U. S., ,r~searchpartnership 
. in the ArmecLForces Rekearch Institute of~;Medicai.Sc.iences will 

. I '. . " 

enable Thai and Americ~ scientists to work side by '. side. with 
industry to beginitesting a vaccine that .could provide 

protection 'against the', HTV virus .-And our Agency ,for 
International Development is cooperating with NGOs in Bangkok on 
strategies for the preyention of AIDS and ways to increase .' . 

about the' disease. .... ," "., 
. .' . , 

Education is also 'a vital piece of spcial development 
because education is essential to continued economic growth in a 
highly competitive global market. The Thai government's 
COmmitment to raising ~he school grade for compulsory,education 
will create new opportJnities for many of your citizens. 
Investing in the educa~ion o~ girls in Thailand is doubly 
beneficial: It will enaplesthem to resist the lure of 
prostitution and to' attain their rightful place in the nation's 
economy. 

):"''''';'''~'''=----------'-- .__ . --------_. 
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When I was in Ch~ang Rai yesterday I visited some hill 
villages oU~8ide the city. In one village I met young 

whoparticipatel'in the Thai Women of Tomorrow program. I 
spoke to a local[businessman who supports the program 

"""....a.... , ....... Q ......~ ., ':Be said that he got involved out of sense of 
ty. But within mbnths, he said, he was surprised to find 

,'the girls were h~rd-working ,quick to learn ne,w skills, and 
te~ined to make, better lives for themselves. Now he has 

to open a fac~ory in Chiang Rai that will employ girls 
the ,i:~chool. ! 

, ,:):/{:";:;,~' .... 
"To'mEifthis was proof that with access to education girls 

,pE;gin.', to lift th~selves ,and their families out of poverty 
"'contribute to theiprosperity of their community -- not just 

, ." ' as a prostitute but for a lifetime, as a, 
and '; ci tizen . . 

, 
I 

a balarlce between economic growth and social 
e~opm,e.n"t~~!S? requires us to work together ,to end a:narcotics, 

r,r..,.,·"" th8 ",is'ravagin~ too many people in both of our countries. 
again~our countri'es have cooperated closely to fight an ' 

:iridustry"th~t profits bn the misery of others. As 'you may know, 
the United states gove:rnment is working with ,Chiang ,~i ,.'::' ,; 
University to create a drug,treatmentprogram in:a village just 
-outside 'the ' Ol.~~,:We a1.so have worked with theuniversity to . . .<. I .' .', ,,' \~ : • ' . 
encourage ,h111 tribe farmers to plant crops other::t::hanop1um 

,. '.' , '. " " . . ,J ,,,.: . .: .~. .'. . . ',: .. 

poppies. ',J:'m aware that Bis Majesty the King ha,s'ledi:.hewaYl.n 
<the development",of the_e strategies~nthe north ~,;,;;:,,~,';>' ,,'!i<';

,: <,: ~i-:;::~;~;~~·';:;;._, " ,_, """;",:::~'::';'::t',: '~,'!..:;:{e;:~;:" ·OJ,. 

, Finally, ':'!dnce the end of the 'conflict 'in::Vietnami the ';,;
• . .' I ',". . 

Un1ted states and ~aitand have worked together to he~ the , ' 
woUnds of ,this region . • At a time whE!n other countries 'are closing 
thei~ door's'to politic~l'refugees" Thailand conti~ues to offer an 

,enlightened 'ex~le "of itolerance and compassion. 'Your country 
,provided~empo~ary'relief for over a million 'people fleeing 
,Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. ,You now provide a safe haven for 
stUdents and minority ~roups fleeing repression in Burma. We all 
hope the Burmese refugees will be able to cross back to their 
homeland soon. But suc~ an outcome depends on real political 

,'",,-,; dialogue between Aung ,San Suu Kyi and the military regime in 
,::';;'~,:~, "'Burma.,'! ' 

Some of the challe'nges we face may seem too great to 
overcome. ,'But I am opt¥stic. I am optimistic because I believe 
we know the price of in~ction. We have seen the cost to 

. ~,', ,,'. 



"' greatest resource 
::"S:mUBt put peop1efirat~, .i':' 

·-\ii.:"'~~:;~,'/::·:·"-;~'~:""':"""": 

."_. Together we 

.' 

, ' 

, .:: 

.. "'. " . 
:. " 

individuals and to society of our failure to invest in our 
-- 9ur
I·

people. As
. 

my husband ,often says: We 

'. . 
"!
I 

Thailand has tak,n great strides in responding to a ran~e of 
social problems that rhreaten to under.mine economic progress.. The 
American people areP10ud to support you in these efforts . 

can bring I about real change and improve the lives of 
our fel1o~ citizens. . . . 

. I 

This is our oppoJi't\1nity. '!'h.is is our responsibility. And 
this is. our challenge .\ .. 

;"', . 

I
Thank y~u very m~ch. 
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