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"AT N~TIONAL' ADOPTiON .MONTH EVENT 
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l' 

MRS. CLINTON: Good Afternoon. Thank you. ,Thank you. 
Please'beseated and'please be welcomed to the White House. This 
is a ~ery specialday\for all. of' us. ,And there have been many 
very lmportant eventsjthat'haveoccurred here in the East Room df 
,the White Hbuse, but ] honestly don't believ~ there is any that 
is more ,important then what,we'aredoing by celebrating Nation~l 
Adoption Month. 'An9 November is ,a particularly appropriate time 
to highlight the impo~tance of adoption in this, country. ".' 

v It's hard to beli.lev~ but Thanksgiving and the Holiday Season 
are a little more than: a week away. ,'And during this season we 
traditionally focus on; family. And we ,recognize how much we need 
and depend on the love, of" our parents and spouses and children 

. and other' relatives. ''So for all of you Who are gathered here to 
begin thiscelebration~ that we'hope will ignit~ afir~ of ' 


,enthusiasm throughout ~he,country about.adoption, I want to say 

, thank "you. . , ' 


• . ' 1 ' • • 

,There are several I members 'of Congress here and I am 
gelighted~hat all of~ou could j~in us. ,Secret~ry of Health and 

",Humari "Services,' Donna Shalala" a longtime' advocate of 'family and 
'~hildren services is h~re with us because ~ll of US believe that 
, .. there' isn't', anything more important than. our families and th9-t 
the families ,formed by 1 adoption are specia.l and dese~ve the ' 
support of all the 'rest of us.' . Because we want to emphasize that, 

'there's a heed in our qountry.to bring, the richness and love and 
support and guidance and discipline. and attention of ,family life,' 
to every ,one ,ofAInericci's waiting children. ' '.. ", . , " 

" " ! ' " ' 

,Aswe,go intothe\Holiday Season, I hope everyAInerican will 
recognize that ,there ar;e tens of thousands of children waiting. 
for the love of, a mother,' a' father, a sister, a brother, to have 
,grandparents' and aunts land uncles, to have a dog or a catlike ' 
Socks. 'Tens of thousands,of those children, every single day, 
are growing. upwi thout ~others or fathers', to help teach, them I to 
nurture, them and to telil them that they are special. We know 
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they are,', but they ne~d someone, in their family 
that~, ' ,I 

!' ". 

Often when we,think'of adoption, we have ,a 
,mind of infants b~ingiwelcomed into a family. 

to tell them 

picture in our 
But adoption today 

involves children and Iteenagers of all ages, backgrounds and 

circumstances. In th~s room today are adoptive families and 

waiting children who q.emonstrate ,the range of adoptive , 

experiences. Adoptiori has provided a new beginning for school­

, 	aged 'children, for: ad6lescents,for children with pl:lysical 'and 
emotional: andeducati6naldisabilities, childr'en of different 
races, and cultures,'and brothers and sisters who want to remain 
together. ! 

, 	 , 

, Let:n'u9 g~ve you a; picture of the. children in America who' are 

'waiting.' six out of ten of them are school';"aged'children. Four 

'out of, ten are white. r Four out of'tem are African-American. The 

rest,: Hispanic" Native~ American and' every other race and' color 


0,that you can imagine. : ,Two out' of three have special needs Each 
one of these children has the capacity to, love, to bring new joy' 
and'energy into a fami~y. Most of you who are here, the families 
,that alreadY know that~ are living proof of how adoption cari be, 

successful, and emotionally rewarding. But we ,need more of you. 


. . 'J • . . 
, " I' " ' " , " , ' , ' 

, I recently met wit-h,Shane"Salter" a young man who grew up in 
foster care without ever' being placed in a permanent family., He 
described what that me~nt to him. ' He talked about his continued 
.• " I·' 	 '" .
long1ngfor parents wh0 would not only care for h1m but who could 
be grandparents to his;own children. 'AdC?ptioncan change lives, 
not only of those in the immediate, family, but through 
generations. • " , ' , 

, 	 I know that adoption in' America today can by •frustrating and 
• "'.. I • 	 'emot1onally dra1n1ng and expens1ve.. A newspaper column I wrote 

abOUt' adoption 'thissunimergenera:ted',more responses than 'any, ' 

,·other, ' I 've'written. I :;meet, people throughout the, country who 

'come :up and say 'they h~ve read my column and they're an adoptive' 


,', p~rent ~ 'Or they have ~ead my ,co1umnand ,they're a foste:: parent. " 
',Or 'they, read my 'column,1 'and they were adopted. Prospect1ve ' 
,parents havewrit:ten to tell me of the 'immense obstacles, the red, 

,'tape, and the costs, pa~ticularly the legal costs, that have' led' , 
them to, despair of ever: being able to adopt a chiid.' , 

. • f,,' ," .' • 
" , 

I want you,toknowj that the pre~ident,is committed to easing 

andencouragingt,he adoption process. And I recently 'co,nvened a 


,group of experts to discuss how to make the gove~nment a better 

partner, and more respohsive to the needs of prospective parents 
'and,children~ In parti~ular, the administration is working hard 
'to ease the adoption of: minority and special-:needs children. ,The 
President is committed t.o enforcing the Multi-Ethnic Placement 

Act'which prohibits adoption 'agencies from denying the, placement 
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of a 'child solely on the basis of,race,c6~or, or ~ati~n~l origin 
of'a child or, prospective adoptive parents. 

'The admihistr'ati9n also championed -- and the first bill', th,e 
President signed -- was 'the, Family and Medical Leave Act which 

'ensures that parents can take time off when they adopt a ,child' 
without fearing the l~ss of their' jobs~'Arid ,the ,administration " 

,has launched a public ieducation campaign about adoption. ',A 
campaign, in, which, I am very, honored to participate., These are' 

'just some of the ,many I initiatives, both in the government and in ' 
, • ' , ' , I ., ' • 

, the, pr;vate, sector,,' aryd l.npartne:shl.p between both, the public 

andprl.vate sectors, "tfhataredesl.gned to supP9rtthepiacement 

of children in loving ,homes. ' 


", ','" '. ; ,-' . '. i" . . . 

But all'ofyour"efforts and all of the administration's 

ef,forts to strengthen :our families, 'and children' could be 

jeopardized by actions ih congress~'The government currently' 


~. ' • 'I' 'I. . •l. ''provl.des es'sentl.al rec,rul.tment and tral.nl.ngservl.ces for ' ' 

prospective adoptive P1arents. 'As w,ell as subsidies to families 

who, adopt special-need,s children" ,those living with Cerebral 


,Palsy, orHIV, or some, other disability,' since those children 

~ have ,large'medical andj educational, expenses. Many of the,' 

, children who are special-needs, when they are adopted into, 

families,: bring with them such large medical costs, that if 


, ,Med'icaid, ,is"cut bac,k sUbstantially,," theinedical ,insurance for 
many of those,' special-peeds children will' no longer be available 

, after' they are" adopted '. Which would be a great tragedy, because 
'there: are so many parehts who just need a little bit 'of financial 
help ,with the,costs~ ~eed a' little bit of subsidy but then do" 
need continuing, medical help to be able to open their lives to 
these,' children. ,'So we! must all who care about adoption know that 
putting our nation's ec:;::onomic house in order does not mean 
sweeping out compassiof.l andcaringforou.r neediest children and 
families, making it le.~likely th~y will ever h~ve a house of 

, their' own.'. ' , I," 

, .We have:tow6rk together: to improve "our adoption system. ,In 
'the" Proclamation'for Nciti(:mal Adop,tion Month the President said' 

, '.'. ,J '..' ' '. ' .' 'thatcl.tl.Zens from all ;communl.tl.es and organl.zatl.ons,from the 
public and private sectors must join together to renew our 

,commitment to finding permanent 'homes for each one of America's 

children. Two of the~rivate foundations doing,this itnportant 

work are the Ann E~ Casey" Foundatl.on'which is active -in five 


'states, and the W.K. KehloggFoundation's Familie~ For Kids,' 

active in ten states. : ',', 


I wish we could rei-double" re-triple' our efforts. I believe 
that if we really put o~r minds ,to it, if, we, could recruit 
qualified volunteers ou~ of our judicial system and our legal 
system and our social wbrk system, to be assigned to each child 
who is waiting to be, adbpted.wecould make it possible for 
thousands and thousands! more children ,to be adopted by this time 
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,next year. ' 'We have ,tol put, our minds to it but there is no more, 
'important task than tr¥ing'to do everything ,in our power to 
,ensUre that every child has 'a family. 

, " i " ,
Perhaps no person' has ,been a more effective advocate for 


children,waiting to bejadopted, than our next speaker." The 

founder of Wendy's, the star of ,T.V., Dave Thomas started 

speaking,out'on adopti~n in 1990 when he became ,the national 


"spokesperson for the White:House Initiative,' on Adoption. As an 

adopted chil~,himself,!he' says-he would,not have become the 

successful ',father, 'husband ,and' businessman, he is: today, had he" 


. 	 .! • .' " 0"not been able, to grow 1;lpln ,a; supportlve' famlly ~" 
I " ' 	 , 

, The, Dave ,Thomas' F9undation for Adoption seeks to make , 
adoption more 'affordable, ,streamline the adoption process, and 
educate the public aboot the potential joys of adoption. Mr. 
Thomas believes thatn6 child is unadoptable and every child 
deserves a home, and a loving ,family. But, he knows, as,we'all do, 
that we have to overco~esomemisconceptions about adoption.' We 
have ,to make it,' very clear ,that, the children who" are waiting are 
children just "like yours' and mine and every other child who goes 

. , ~ • I 	 • . • 

to school and plays In :playgrounds. They,are Arnerlca's chlldren. 
And we have to make it,lclear to America' that they would benefit 
greatly from havingonEi of these children' in their lives. ' 

r 
'Mr. Thomas has also been a, leader in the campaign to 


,encourage corporations Ito extend:~aternity ,benefits ,to adoptive 

parents. , This is so important. .we do ,a terrible job ;in our" 


'country of ensuring mat'ernity benefits in nearly every instanc'e 
inmost of' the bu~iness:es in, our country . It' s important for' new 
parents to be able to spend time with that child. ,Think how,' 
important'it is for a n1ewchild coming into a strange home, 
filled withanticipatior to have some time where he'is the center 
of, that family',s ,attention" and that at least one parent gets a, 

, 	 ' , , " .1" • ' .", ' 
, .', chance to spend that tlme wlth, the chlld. 

, 	 .', ." ," .. ',' " I ' , " .. 
,', ' ,"I ' 	 '" ' 

, , within'WendY's"adpption ,benefits are.' paid' leave and, " 
,financial assistance' wi~h' adoption costs~ Available to employees 
,who have been with the ~ompany for 'at, least one year.' All of us 
are very proud Of, Mr. T~omas' ,leadership ,and grateful to him for 
it. 	 ' , 

Following him t6 the podium will' betheR'everend Wayne 
Thompson,' President of <j>ne Church-One Child. This is one o'f 'the, 
great' ideas, in America. I ,And I wish' every"church would join One 
Church-One Child. ' Because through One Church-One Child, we have" 
,seen literally hundreds! of ,thousands of childrEm being given, 
homes who might otherwi~e not have been known, to anyone. And the 
church serves as abacktup extended family for the members who 
adopt children. ,Throug~ this work, thousands of African-American 
children have found loving homes ,and supportive church 
c,on~regation~.'

I 
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You will: also be hearing from the Marshall Family. The 
proud parents of two b~autiful' little girls, they have" , 
experienced so much,love and happin:ess with their two daughters, 
,that they have spentcpnsiderable t1me promoting adoption in ' 
their ,owncommunity.~n fact, they are the family featured in 
,the posters supportingl adoption that appear'in' Wendy's 
restaurants around thelworld. ' ' 
, ! 

, :' , ,And thenflnally,: we will hear ,'from a young woman who knows " 
exactly what's at stake. Deann~ is 13. She, lived in a'foster', 
home for seven years b~fore movirig into' a group homeinTope~a, 
Kansas. Though she noilonger lives with her two foster sisters, 
she, is still .close to ~hem and, she, is still waiting. She is a 
cheerleader, an avid r~ader, and a budding poet -- and a lovely 
young woman based on mr experience with her a few minutes ago. 

So, these'people w~o, will besp~~k1ng to 'you have the, 
experience ,that we would like to see transmitted to every 
American'. They know what it's . like"to form a family by

. 
choice. 

. , 
, ,TO be able to say, 'I cq,oose you to be my ,son or daughter • And in 

return to know what it':s,likeas a child 'to have the love al)d " 
support that can only come from one's own,family. So please join 
me in welcoming Mr. Da~e Thomas. tt 

. ",...... Dave Thomas:, ttThartk, you. Thank you. Thank you. I thank 
you Mrs. Clinton.' I a~ked Mrs. Clinton about, something like 
about a year ago, if s~e ~ould help. And she said, ttl will.tt 

I ".,And that's the reason ~hy we're here, today so I Just want 
everyone to know that Mrs., Clinton andth,e President are 

"dedicated to adoption. I So let's give them a big hand, because 
they did it.! " 

) , 

" , ,Let me tell you wh'yI'm inter~sted in adoption. I was 
adopted as, Mrs. Clinton: said" and my mother, my foster mother 

, ' , I ' ' , ' 

died when I ,was about flive years old., And, I was. born out of 
wedlock and I had ,nothing to do with,it--':trust me. And I had 

. . . ," '.! • .

nothing to do about bel.rig adopted, ,l.twasn't my'fault. But I was 
adopted and I had six, tto not six, I had three more foster

" , I' ,
mothers and ,step-motherp ,and then I ,left when I was 15 years old. 

,But I do know how important'it is, a family. ,And all through my 
, 'life I,'ve always been eiwious of mothers and fathers. Because ' 
'I've never 'seen my moth~r 'and father., And if you have,n~ver seen 
,your'mother and father and the nurturing, you know everyone 
deserves the, love and nhrturing " when you grow' up. : I" never had 
,it!~ and I've always bee~kind' of,jealous of it~' , 

And my kids, ,I hav~ fiv~ children, fourteen grandchildren" 
and I probably' spoil th~m for that reason.' ,NOW ,whether that j s " 
'good or bad,'but it'sotte of the things that, I wasn't spoiled. 
But I ,know one thing, Ildld have a grandmother that did care for 

,I 




'I '.' 

me,. .She was .my foster Igrandmother and I' didn't find' out until' I· 
'was 13 years old that f. was adopted, and I was really hurt. So I 
do know how im:portantit is and I.feel so sorry for these 
children today, in par1:icular, parents who don't take ,care of 
their children. rmeah I just think it's a crime. I think we 
need to have aneducat~onto educate these parents about 
responsibility. I don't knowhow you feel about·it but.I'm real 

.strong on responsibili~y. 
I 

. 	 ". '" .' . . .' . ·1' . ' . 

.' You know ~ •. infost~r care, . there is almost a" half-million 
children in 'foster care right now.. And' there's about 100,000 . 

. waiting to. be adopted. I 'And when we started the foundation, ·we. 
said, well,we need to'/have 'some ,goals .. ". And our objective. was to 
.makeadoption. affordabli1! and take the red tape out of adoption,' 
and .sothat's whatwe'~e. really ~een' trying to do.' And' so the 
firstth'ing wedid,weiPutadoption benefits right with the 
maternity benefits ... And I want everybody tounder'stand it's kind 
of a no...;brainer. If y<kuhavematernity benefits, add adoption' 

.benefits. And we've d<knethat-- .' . 	 ' 
. I " 

. I . 

'I'm even trying to 'get·thefederal government'todo'the 
same;·· Right::Mrs. Clin~on? ,Mrs. Clinton said she's going support 
me. Congressmen? -- Women?~- Senators? Don't forget now, 
because i:t~s,really important. But ri,ght now we have, in about 

"thirty-five states, we 'have adoption benefits. And in cities and 
incorporations. ,We wrote all kinds of letters and it's really 
the right thing to do. I'h We. have not said how much, but. just to .... 

,help. . . ' 	 . 

And we also nave.cibill in the Congress to a tax-credit. 
And I think it's somet~ing for -:- adoption.is,expensive. And we 
need ·to help' people to:adopt as Mrs. Clinton said .. And:i: hope 

. 	this bill -- Debby is going to work out·. real well. . I hope 

everybody supports it ~ecauseit/s really an important thing. 


. I 	 ' 

. .' .";.And then, I think!that:,the. next th~ng that·. we've been .'. 
. . working on, is.'that we'lvetried something that we call ,a' , 
. computer .. Does everybody' understand what . computers are? " And Jan 
Heffner is'theDirecto~ of.theDaveThomas 'Foundation -- stand up 

, Jan -- Jan has .been wor,king' on this real , real hard. 
. . 	 , . . l .' 

You know what it ~s,' .it's really children with willing 

pare~ts. Now the children need to be matched with willing 


. parents. And what's h~ppen~d is IBM, AT&T and Marriot have 
he'lped with some goverrlment agencies working to make this happen. 
And the·first example dase of.adoption's·waiting children on-line 

, 	 ." I • ,"through the .Nat10nal Adopt10nCenter, there was 100,000 
inquiries. Am. I right !Jan? Qver 10.0 ,000. '. So Internet is really 
something,thatwe're,~~aIIY trying to.work on. 

I 
,'" ,," 

I' 

.6 



I 

, We're ,trying to dd~verything we canto make it' possible and 
• I '.reml.nd people abo:ut adoptl.on., Because, what happens, these kids 

are out there, and the~ go ,from foster 'home to foster home. 
was'in Chicago, not too ;long ago' and a 'little bOY, 'six years old, 
was il1 sixteen foster'h'omes.'Can you ,imagine that? I mean 
that's not fair. "So t~at's what we're really trying to do and if 
we can get,the federaligovernment--that would really'be a good 
example to put, in for a:ll the federal workers adoption benefits. 

,Don't you think: SO?" " ' 
I';; 

'Mrs. Clinton: 

Dave Thom'as: I1s6, ,;I'd·just liketo say, this, I'd like to 

just' say, 'this. I think! this 'is really c;tgreat event. Ithink 

it's something that we Ineed to work on. 'And the ',more' awareness 

and the more we talk ab'out it." And I just keep talking about, ' 

and some people like ,tollistento me and some don''!;.'. But I'm 


'going to keep, ~alking~b~causethat--every boy and every girl 
deserves,aloYl.ng faml.l¥'. So ,thank you, and god bless you."

1 " , 

I 
I, ' 

1 
i ' , ' 

Wayne 'Thompson: "Thank you,Mrs. Clinton for the opportunity 
to be a part of this historic'day, and for your help in ,raising 
the awareness of the ne~d for adoptions in our nation. The 
importance of adoption bf,children throughout our country can 
never be ,overstated., Fpr these children are:fortunate enough to 
have loving,permane:t:lt homes, in which they have been nurtured 
and car-edfor. They' ret "led 'into, adulthood with the support of 
parents which every chi!ld, is entitled,to and, every child,' 

, requires ~ " ! 

I " , • " 
, The family ,vailles, fire embodi'ed by those parents, who choose 

, to ,'bring' children~nt?1=heir, famili7sand ,experience ,the j<?ys,?f 
parenthood.' The ml.ssl.or of ,the Natl.onal One Church-One Chl.ld ];8, 
to challenge each" and every· African-:Americancongregation ,to, "I ' , , ", , ,.., ,,'
adopt one African-Ameri~al1child., ' We bel,ieve that this furthers 
,our :r;teed ,'in our c.olnmuni1=-Y for, taking responsibility ,for, our 

'children. Believe me, this, plan works." ' , · 
I " , 

, In our church, wehavehad'over sixteen adoptions since my, 
involvement ,in this worthwhile program. Infact~ there's one 
little boy who thinks'h~'s pastor. ,wheri:hewas,adopted I ,noticed 
that -- I always go to ~hedoor to greet the, members as they 
leave -- I ,noticed thatimy line was shorter than usual, and I 
became a little' bit, concerned. I looked around and saw him " 
shaking hands. And he hc!idbeen adopted by a single"':parE3nt, a 
young wqman who was an~ccountant'l so I went over to him and l' 
said,' 'Now listen, there are some, ground rules in this' church. 
I'm the, pastor -- and Il $hake everybody's hands so if you want to ' 
shake hands, come stand !,by me.' ,Well the brightness of ,his eyes 

'I 
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, ·1 
told the wholesto·ry ... ;That where he had had no friends, no 
extended family,: no church:home, 'he was rejoicing, because now he 

'. had a new family andn~w ·friends •. ~. ". .' . , ' . 
. ' '.. ,. I', '. . '. '. 'I . 

We've had enormous success in placing children in our . 
community inmuchneede;d a¢loptive homes. Many families , however, 

,cannot'adopt children ~ithout the help'of,the federal guarantee' 
of financial,assistancefo~ every child and especially ,for 
special-needschildren'r, This includestpe children. wit~ Downs". 
Syndrome and Cerebral' P1alsy and .HIV AIDS and .crack-cocalne 
addictive. These children' are important too. .And children are 
,important to. god. and so; QUr mission. is one' that we. feel that we 
'must'continue to fight until .the ,battle 'has been won. . 

, "':" .,. I 
.' The average familYI could not accept 'the responsibility for 
these children without ,t;he federal guarantee of'financiai' 
assistance that is cur:d:mtly provide~. This guarantee enables, 

,these families to' care.':for children who would, otherwise languish 
in the foster care. systbm'.' And weare aware that there are 

. I '. ". ..',welfare reform proposals that are pendlng nOW,ln Congress that 
would eliminate this mu~h needed ,guarantee. And so our aim, and 
our struggle coritinues ~swe sound the alarm throughout our 

'communities and from,ou;rpulpits~ that there' are childr~n who.are .. 
,'needed to be adopted; but .that the government needs .to accept the , 

" partnership which we offer. We offer it willingly. We offer it 
, gladly. . 

Two out of three children who are waiting ,for adoption in 
this country have specihl-needs, making this federal guarantee 
m~reessential than evety before. In the history of One 'Church­
One Child, since 1980,inore than 90,000 children ,have fourid homes 
·through our congregatiops across.this nation~ 

Wethan~ godfor't~e V1Sl0n bf Father Clemence many years 
ago and we thankyou~ Mrs. Clinton~ for the vision you've cast. 
forth today, because with ,your sUPP9rt.and the support o{those

. I· , " " 
,who repres~nt, an¢l.make'~p' our" government, '. we know, that. the.. " ..... 

. ,prayers of the righteou~ will be answered. And s,o we offer, in 
~hispartnership consorrium, the pr~yers of many people who want 
children to have permanent loving homes •. Many pastors who work 
in our programs have th~mselves, like me, become adoptive pa~ents 
and so we know that we practice'what we preach. And. we know that 

,the children' are the ones who get. the blessing. • 
.' .' " .: . ,J . ':". . .. ' . .' 

Again, thank. yOU' f~r making this a 'special day for children 
across thisnatiori. We: know that they long and deserve 
permanent, loving homes~ And 'so that the need for further 
guaranteed federal 'protJaction~most come and we believe with the. 
help of god' it will com~ •. Thank you." 

, 
, , 
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j , 
MrS> Marshall: "Fiirst of all, I'd like to thank Mrs . 

. Clinton,' Mr.' Thomas' andlall others involved,' for inviting my . 
family to be a part of ~hisspecial event for a very important
issue. '.. ! ·,r 

i 
First of all, I wo~ld like tO'say, that if. only everyone out 

,there knew, how much,joy-and happiness'Kayla ,and Terry have 
: brought into me and my pusbana's life, everyone would be lined up 
'at all adoption agenc.j.eseverywhere to ad'opt, a child. 

:. ...1 .• ' " ' , . , ," 

, My husband and I ':have beenmarrledfor 12 years. 'Afte,r 
being married 9 years,' ~e decided we wanted 'children .. I went to' 
the doctor ~nd found ou~ that I wasn't able to have children., I' 
used to always watch'a [local spot on ,our local news program ' 

, called"'Wednesday's' child' .. , They highlight' on childrenthat are 
. up ,for' adoption andneei:i homes. ,So w,edecided to, call Franklin 
',County Children's serv~pes and see ,how we, cOl,lld go through the 

adoption process.' .', " , 

They invited us 	 Wetol,anado~tionparty inApril of1992. 
were there ,for about an: hour and there, were hundreds of kids 
,there from the ages ,of new....born to 7y~ars of age. ,We were there 
and we played with, kids!, we madE!! ba,lloons, ,we jumped' rope and 
then all of a sudden, a: little, girl comes in. She was late. She' 
came in'and she had 'her;,little'friend's hand and I looked at'my 

. husband arid I said, 'Lopk at.those jaws, I just love her.' When' 
I,firstsaw her, we knew that she was the one., . 

i 
. She talked' to 'us' at 'lunch,' ' she' asked for' our fruit that we 

didn't want.' ,She wasn't., shy at all. And'so.we knew 'that she was 
the one and we called the next day and said that we wanted to' 
start our class immediately, we wanted to' g~t, her' as soon as'" 

. possible. After we adopted Terry, she' wante:d sisters and' . 
. . brothers and' so we 'said~ . 'Hey., we're willing togo and adopt 

anotheJ;".,i "So then, Kay;La comes into our life' and there's not a 
day that, doesn't go by. that she just 'makes uS'smile' and laugh·so 

" "mu<;!h.' . And: if, we had ,:r,-o?m in, c:>u: home we ,wo';lld' ~dopt 1,000" kids, 
, .:no matter wha,t race,whf-trellgl0n,color~ . We. Just love klds,' , 
" , .' because . children, are oU+" future. 

, " ,I remember when onT,' day we didn' t have kids, back, when we . 
didn't have kids, we adopted 15 children, nieces, nephews, 

,neighbors', kids, and we Iwent to the IceCapades.·"" We took up' a 
whole ,row. we: came back to our one bedroom apartment, we threw a 
big pajama' party for'15ichildren. So,: I mean, if we had room, we 

, ~ 	 would adopt more , but w~ don' t have the room in our home but we ' 
do have the room in ourihearts. And we would like to let the 
kids 'know that'are waiting for families and 'homes to. keep the 
,faith arid with a little: bit of help, hope ,and prayer, you" 11 all 
have'a family and a hom~ some day. Thank you." ' 
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. ' . D.eanna Moppin :"r:tyI' name :i~D7anna Lee Moppin. I' have been 
'In SRS custody ever'Slnee I was flve years old.. I' was removed.·· 

from my birth home· beca~se .of sexual' abuse.· . T was then placed' in 

.a .new .home where' I rematned . for seven years, but ,then we seemed 

.to have some problems S0 I was removed from that··home ~long. with 

~two oth~r~of.the girls,ihat were ih th~re~·~· ". .....> :," ........... . '.1 •. .... .... .... . .... ~.'. '.' '., .'. 


, . We were ..placed+n ;<il shelter. In'~opeka, Ka.nsas ":,,herewe . 

remalned for; a fewnlghts before movlng ,on to the Vl11ages~'In 
 ..~'. .. .." ,I··.· ..... • 
,th~ vl11age~~' I have tW0 foster parents and there are nlne other 

. '.kidsliving with me. Th~foster parents try to help us feel good" 
.about 'ourselves and they. try to help us withour,. 'problems and.' . .' 
they.'do the' best. to find us all good homes that. we will happy in. 

" ; .. ' .. ',', ;." . .' ': .' .... . .' .' .' " . ' . 

. : ..,Some of the klds have nowhere to go,. sci they Just have .to . 

keep putting one foot irt front of the other and hope Jorthe best' 

.whilemaking goals for themselves until they reC!.chtheir 


destinat~~n.:. . •.....•.. "j. •..., ...... '. '.: ...' ..' 

For most of . them their destlnatl0n 1S adoption. 'It is also 
, 	 . 1 . •. •..• • 

. one of mine. ". The reasons that I want to get' adopted is ,usually •. 

'if I want .,to go to .the~ovies, 'Ihave to ask ,my house. parents and" 

they have to'ask. my village social worker who has to ask my··· •.


• . .. . I. . .. 	 .
·soclal·worker --and thenlthas to come back the same way. That 


. "u5uallytakes. awhile. Arid :if1 .wantclothes,I have to .askmy . 

house paremtswho have to'askmy village 'social worker who has. to 


. ask. my social· worker.' T~ere.is.also paper wor!cthat needs to be . 

. done and that·. usually takes up to about three weeks . 
. . ' >i .....' : ........ '.' ..... ' .. . 


The other reasons~hat· I want to be. adopted is I .would have 

a place thatIcould.ca~lhome.i~ would'.have a room that I could 

.call·my room. I would have a faml1y that I could love and would 

love me b~ck.".1 .,' ....._, .' . 


. . .... I 

. I wrote a poem abciut waiting for a home' and I would like to 


.. Share.it with<"you now: ' .• J. 


'My ne'rvescringe w~th excitement ,as I must .wait. 

"1 don't know ,~hen~t will'happen,there is no date. 


'J . 	 , .,",' 
. My one wish that I fhope to come, true. 

,.will you make my wish come true, will' yoU! 


I 
I '. don't want. to be Ihere forever,' I want' a home . 

.~lease get me,out ~f, this system and :out .·ofthis dome~ 


. . "'1 .. " 

. Does.anyone want me; it'feels like thtee whole years . 

. "~i am:stillwaitingffor,. you ,I'm' so close to tears . 


. 	 , ',­I want to live·hap~ywith·my spirit.so.free. 

..' Only you, can 'make' ~t happen; ..;when.willit be? 
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The papers are her~, you have firially heard. 
I • ".,

I' ct' fly ,to you now'1f I were a b1rd.) . 

One, question left; ,too we' make, a pair? 
. Are you somebody who will really care? 

, ! " . . , 

.. :. '.' . .' .:.[ . ' .. ,' '. . ".' 
,I hope you're the c;me for other ch01ces have come. 
, I' 11 go through' them all for my cho1.ceshould riot be dumb.' 

".': .,,' '" "'" .1" . .....', .: , " ',' 

'.'I've always been h<?piilg' for this daY,tp arrive. 

without a good family I could not survive. " 


, .' I· . ". 
I 

My nerves' ,boil witli excitement I no longer'wait . 
. I know.when·it will happen and I do. know· the date. ' 

· I 
l' 

. '. I 
", " ' 
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. . • . . f ',. . , . . ", ' '. 
Mrs. C11nton: ~'I. w<tnt. to thank everyone who's here and' all· 

of the participants. ·Iiwant·to invite all of you into the state. 
'Dining Room'where thereiwill bea reception and some' cookies and, 
things for all of the children who have demons,trated '. " ' 
extraordinary patience ~his'afternoon. I just want to enQ, with, 
something tha.t . really, .~ think,'echoes what everyone:! said. The 

. primary . responsibility :for' children 'lies with the parents and 
, parents have the highestt obligation, to :their 'own, .children and 
. should do everything in Itheir power to take care: of those . 
'children. But sometimes for.a lot of reasons that go back to' the 

.'. beginning of human hist6ry, that' responsibility is not accepted. 

And then all the rest of. us;' I think, have. the responsibility.:' 

.We area part of every 6hild'sfamily

. 
whether 

. 
w~ackn6wledge it 


. I, . 
. .or,' ·not. . And so in any "fay that. we . can, we should' try to. accept . 

" th<;tt responsibility at:ld Igive the ,love .andattentiori that every .', 


.. ',ch11d who was born desel:fves to have .. And so that's .what .wf!hope,' 
.. ' the r~sult of this National Adoption Month campaign will'l~ad to 


-.:..··mbreandmoreAIiteri~ans "accepting 'responsibility for'all,·. our' 

, . children.' Thank. you velfY much." '. ' 
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