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“honor to be here. Let me thcmk UNICEF, Novib and the Atlantic

ge for sponsoring this gathermg This is my first trip to the - |
;(d I must say that the mdmduals and groups assembled in this hall are
1l Dutch example of comxlnumty and partnershlp A umver31ty that |

e Op ortumty for more people worlawmc. yoy fvw‘

power of Secretary of State Geerge Marshall’s vision-rested not solely ni :
al commnment 1t represented but *m 1ts understandmg of our jomt |
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embraces democracy and free markets, the rap1d pace of change, global
1on and the Information Revolutlon are creatmg NEW pressures on every

The greatest threat to democracy is‘ no longer a Communist monolith with
imperial designs, but the volatile economic, political and social condltlons that have
merged in the aftermath of the Cold War;
Whrle the superﬁclal homogemzatlon of the world means that peopleon = 4 ¢ -
.every continent wear the same jeans, eat the same fast food, and listen to the same
- music, these surface similarities do not override a longing for identity and meaning
'in‘our lives. Despite improving material dondltlons in advanced economies such as
ours, families seem under greater stress. The gap between rich and poor in many
countries grows wider. The social safety net -- health care, education, pensions,
decent wages and good jobs -- is in danger of fraying for those less able to navigate

this new world

E
These pressures pose unav01dable1questlons for us as we approach the 21st .

century:

)
N

'
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ed1a and the consumer culture; about personal identity and work in an
alization, information overload and high technology; about the roles of
001ety, about how people will be able to preserve their ethnic pride and

|
hile'cooperating regionally and globally w1th others; about how or whether
ltinational corporations will be regulated within or across borders; and about how

" oﬁeimﬁ ts will combat threats from mterlnatlonal cartels and terrorists.

___,:7}-»;‘."‘1“% “"’J

o

‘ e bmpetmg and sometimes contradlctory pressures ef global integration and W #ien
{ u('?-» "1(1

he United States and across Europe there is serious debate underway PR ﬁ .

his is not to minimize equaily pressing concerns of trade, diplomacy, and
We know, for example, that expailidmg the family of democratic nations in
“Europe is vxtal to our interests mdmduallyiand coilectwely as democrames.
-HOWever I would suggest that the future of democracy depends not solely on
ur'co; cept of realpolitik between and among nations, but on what I have come to
‘call real life politik. In other words, bulldmg and sustaining democracy is not just
( 'x§‘§10w1ng free elections, creating free/markets, and protecting people’s legally

tected rights. It’s about the internalization of democratic values in people’s
a_rts' ‘minds and everyday lives. It is about developing an “alliance of values”

based ona shared behef in freedom, opportumty, responsibility, commumty and
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rastin m your own people --and in supportmg social mvestments that improve
ros%)ects for democracy and prospenty around the world

‘%de - seven-tenths of youf £ross naticf)nal prOduct -- but in the public support

aéed global competition . . . as we cons1der the best strategles for creating
onditions that can encourage 1nd1v1dual 1mt1at1ve and a vibrant civic life . . . as we

éek to ensure human rights, especially for women and children . . . we must also
‘recognize that solutions cannot be solelyTgovennnent-dnven or market-drwen They
must reﬂect a balance of pubhc private, and individual power.

From the great capitals of Central Europe to villages in Africa, I have seen
4h w soc1al Investments are gmng more people espe01ally women, the chance to



From Indra to Uganda I have seen a growmg comrmtment to the educatlon of
Economlc prosperity is simply not possrble when half of the population is not -
tay ght to read and write. And no 1nvestment yrelds greater rewards in developmg
“I"nations than investments in the schoolmg of girls. I have seen myself how educatron
‘ ,has'hﬁed whole populatlons out of poverty, enhanced women s roles as mothers '
d"mcreased thetr partrclpatlon 1n emc hfe ,;; - o : :

Equal nghts and equal opportumtres for women must also mean mcreasmg

"aec'ess to health care and valumg women for the work they do

noan
g

Recently I was in Central Amenca where govemment leaders pnvate

. economists, and business people are recogmzmg that expanding economic .
opportunity to those on the margms -- especrally women -- is essential to democratic

~progress. No wonder microcredit.is ﬁnally finding its nghtful place as a vital tool in
the allevratlon of poverty and the bulldtng of democracy around the world.

- Throughout the developmg world, we have also seen the transformation that
e ;:can occur when women have access to health care, including family planning. Not
™" only do such programs givs women the chance to determine the number of children
""" they have, they help reduces maternal mortahty And family planning is shown to
have positive economic effects, enabling families to become more prosperous and
thus i mrprovmg the prospenty of nations as well »

PR



cation and resources to- people too long depnved of what most of us
\ d I am pleased that the Umted States Agency for Intematlonal

.

/ Later today, I w111 visit the house oL Pnsengracht Street where Anne Frank
! her faxmly hxd during the Second World War. Tomorrow, I w111 travel with my
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n our example "And I mlght add, the world’s exa.mple With your contmued
- and with the contlnued cooperatxon of our fnends across tlus continent




