
.' 

\ 


PHOTOCOPY 
HRC HANDWRITING 

\ 

I 

i" 
j 
, 
I 

LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON , 
FOR THE UNl\fERSITY OF AMSTERDAM 

. ,
AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS 

'. I 

MAY 27,1997 
I 

U.l"" .......,'... Margriet; Mrs. Kok; Mayqr Patijn; Ambassador and Mrs. Dornbush; 
', 

UNICEF; Sylvia Borrem ofNOVIB; President Gevres, 
I " 

acuIty, Students, and Fri~nds: 
I . 

"U~.LL'" UNICEF, Novib and the Atlantic . 
This is my first trip to the 

.l,... ...Lfo,U'" and groups assembled in this ha11are 
COIJntnlUD11ty and partnership: A university that 

part of this great city's living history. An 
'"'V.l,.l.l.lu......u''"'u'"l ofn,ationsand governments to securing·, 

....u .......... " 
"An NGO that brings together public" 
forinore 'people woddwide.':A ~n '~ 

, . greater dialogue " " . And of ,,' 
, , ,tluips which, fof. me, just d,onfirms something that you already know: 
. ,.·'tind flowers go haiJ.d~in-h~d. 

, my husband will airivein the Netherlands to help. mark the I . 
of the Marshall Plan -- ~d to help celebrate a legacy of . 

u ..." ..VUU.l' commitment and cooperatiop that is needed just as urgently among our 
.. as it was 50 years'ago. . '. 

, 
. . , .: :. ~.' .~!".; ":j: .t,::., " :'.': , ·~·,/f' ." ,':." ':" ',' 

, on the eve of anewceqtuty, we see even more clearly.that the . 
i,' of Secretarypf$tate ~~?rgeMarshall's~vision.:,rested not sol~ly m 

L ......Co!I.L,l'-',CU commitment it represented;' bu,tliIi itsunderstandillg:of ourjoint . "'. 
·.'ang~e~p.onsibilitie~ td"cie~te,,~;uq~~t(peabeful fuld democditic 
. '. (', ; . ! \,.:,: .~~ \~,.{.{ ." . ~ ,', . '; "', , " 
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Plan helped r~store th~ economies of nations on this side of a 
line that divided the Co~tinent. But just as important, it gave 

. ideals upon which prosperity and peace depended: 
responsibility,·co~unity and respect for human dignity. " 

I 

, us, through the darkest~ays of a Cold War, that economic 
'the flowering of democracy go hand-in-hand. 

.. 	 I ' 
, I 

. :. I ' 

we live in a time of greattnmsformation.· As promising as the future 
forces are reshaping our,world -- both for good and for ill. And the 'map 
is still filled with uncertain fo~ks in the road, just as it was in , 

's day. 	 , 

I 


'need only read the daily headlfues to know that, even as country after 

""I<...;:~";;;Y:'" embraces democracy and free maf-kets, the rapid pace ofchange, giobal 

"'V~JLUJ"'U~JLVU and the Information Revoluti~n are creating new pressures on every 

LI.~.,.,~ ••n,J.VJ..L in society, from governments on 

I 
down to families. 


, I " 

.:. '··:':,\:i;;.,:,.' ! \' 


greatest threat to democracy is; no longer a Communist monolith with 

, designs, but the volatile economib, political and social conditions that have' 


(i!;i,_, ,':~1l1~rged in the aftermath of the Cold wJ. ' , ' , 
:;!:W;~:i;f~iWk)"i)'~,;";:"'~;':'"" ~ ,.( , , I. ' ' ~(f..,. , 
'~:!.i;r,,: '," " While the superficial homogenizati~on of the world ~eans that people on ... t/ 

',',.;' " every continent wear the' same jeans, eat the same fast food, and listen to the same 
" music, these surface similarities do,not override a longing for identity and meaning 

,\!!~,; ..>.' .. in 'our lives. Despite improving material don"ditions in advanced economies such as 
I 

ours, families seem under greater stress. The gap between rich and poor in many 
countries grows wider. The social safety het --health care, education, pensions, 
decent wages and good jobs -- is in dangh of fraying for those less able to navigate 
this new world. . i 

I 	 • 

Thes'e pressures pose unavoidable!questions for us as we approach the 21st, 
' I 
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about how to bal'ance indirdual.and community rights and 
. about how families will raise children in the face of pressures from 

I~J.U"'''"'''' and the consumer culture~ Jbout personal identity and work in an 
/Va.il1LCA,UV.L&, information overload ~d high technology; about the roles of 

, about how people will bF able, to preserve their ethnic pride and 
, national citizenship; about how pations will protect their sovereignty 

regionally and globally \}rith others; about how or whether 
corporations will be regulate4 within or across borders; and about how 
will combat threats from'intetnational carrels and'terrorists. 

: --" ,.. .......... ly. ~ ~...J 


my husband often says, our challenge as democratic nations is to bal~teV .J ~ • 
......"'1rfnn- and sometimes contradictort pressures of global integration and P"""" J..hn 

I ' 

(J-~'-h 

•.e Unitoo States and across Eur~pe: there is serious deb~te underw~y ('~? . 
. to achIeve that balance -- and parttcularly, how to sustam econotnlc 

tearing at the social fabric. ; . (J..J.-y\. 

i 

countrY as in yours, the goverhment is working hard to provide citizens 
., ..v'-"~~ of opportunity they need to qonfrontthe realities that await them in 

"''''".''"''. We are working hard to promote disciplined' economic policies· 
ensuring that our people are equipped with the education, health and jobs 
to succeed in a highly competiti~e world. . 

i 
I . 

. I 

.IS' not to minimize equally presJing concerns of trade, diplomacy, and 
eknow, for example, that expru!tding the family of democratic nations in 

vital to our interests individuallyiand collectively as democracies. 
I .. 
I 

I 

, I would suggest that the fUture of democracy depends not solely on 

of realpolitik between~d ambng nations, but on what I have come to 


real life paUlik. In other words, buildi~g and sustaining democracy is not just 

U.VV\.4·". allowing free elections, creating.freelmarkets, and protecting people's legally 

' .... u· rights. It's about the internalizatipn of democratic val1;les in people's 
'min~s and everyday lives. It is abo* developing an "alliance of values" 

LlU.:J'J~ on a shared belief in freedom, opportunity, responsibility, community and 
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.. ' it is about eve~ nation rethinkrg how it c~ strengthen this alliari:Jceof 
.doing more for Its own people and for hwnaruty. . .

.! . 
~ "J ..... t-I"- . . I' .. 

• ou, th~h, have understood tHis better than most. Both when it comes to 
'in your own people -- and in sup~orting social investments that improve 

for democracy and prosperity around the world. 

leadership is reflected not on1(y inth~ amoUnt of foreign assistance you 
'... seven-tenths of your gross natiqnal product -- but in the public support 


"~~"~~~.;stance enjoys among your own citizens. This has been an historic 

L~""'."'U"Ul'''''U~: I recently learned that the fir:st loan John Adams secured for the new 

\ntn-"""co of the United States' in 1782 carhe from banks in.Amsterdam. 


, 

, the impact ofDutch assist~ce is felt around the world. In Bosnia. 
"".I."",""","" in Central Africa. In the special attention you have paid to health,

I . . 

and women's issues at rome and abroad. 

this long tradition of social tvestments, I am especially proud ofthe 
nnf"'lt'n,,,,, efforts between our governments and their development programs to 

e the world over to take respbnsibility, seize opportunities and live up 
:. . " . 
I 

. years ago I had 
. 
the privilege 6f speaking at the United Nations Summit

I 

Development in Copenhagen. What I said at the time, and what I believe 

true today, is that sOcial'inves$ents are as cri'tical to democracy and 


"nco,.,,,,,..,,", around the world as free markets and trade. 
, 

as' we think of ways to protectlour most vuinerable citizens at a time of 
crease:Q global competition ... as we cpnsider the best' strategies for creating 

"vu,~"",·vu" that can encourage individual initiative and a vibrant civic life ... as we 
e,nsure human rights, especially f~r women and children ... we must also 

that solutions cannot be solelYjgovemment-driven or market-driven. They 
reflect a balance of public, private, 'fU1d individual power. . 

. I 

,...•. "Fromthe great capitals ofCentral Europe to Villages in Africa, I have seen 

•. ·.social investments are giving more people, especially women, the chance to 

fully in the political, economi9, social and civic lives of their countries. , 
I 

! 
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···.than'riot, I have.seen that such mvestments are the result of

,", ,," . !" . . 

iJ' ••n'....~ .. vate partnerships spopsored by groups like NOVIB and other 
f6¥emm~ll.~atprgahizations, UNICEf:, cOrporations, foundations, and 

:.' 'I;):~'~ :::r:.:-)' ..·.r:. . ;. ". .' .'. 
:whenI was in Central Europe laSt ~ummer, I saw how the development of 
was'becoming synonymous with tlle burgeoning of civil society. Grass roots 

(grulll~ln':.0''las were building the pillars of democracy by helping to strengthen the 
. ":fcreate an independentjudici~, establish a civics pedagogy for teachers, 

\reuraT'o the 'enViromnent, ariq honor the ri~ts of all citizens, including minorities. 
, . , 

.·:·::~~~·tIie ~ame grass roots efforts i~a village in..SeIlegal, where women 

".,.r1rl"\ ..... n·~~1'1 a skit that.taught loca~ ~~lager~ 'ab?ut th~ importan~e of participating in 


iJ'vu............. .
and taking responsibilIty for1therr common concerns. 
. ":" ", .' , " i . ~ '. ~ " . 

" ~~,~. t ":: ~ .~;' ." , " :;, . . ':.:' .. " , . . ' 

:. , /F~oni 'india 16 Uganda,. I have 'seen :a 'groWing commitmentto the education of 
'.' Economic prosperity is simply not ppssible when halfo~ the population is ,n~t ' 

.~~",ErU.· to read and Write. And no investment 'Yields greater. rewards in developing' . 
•':.":.. ,,.........\J...... ·thail irtvestments in the schooling 6f grrls, I have seen myself how educatio~ 
... , .' ..,... .. .... .' 

.'lifted wholeJjopuhitions out of poverty, enhanced women's roles as mothers,.' . 
'mcreased their participation in ciVic life. .,..... ' ..' . . 

, ',/ 

, " :,' ,I ';;;', ': ':', " .' • . .,-j;, ,:". 

'.: "~:Equal rights and equal opportunities for women must also mean increasing
· . . . .. . I. . 

":access to health care and Valuingwomen for the workthey do.· .. , .. 
. , .,. . I' ' 

• ,:"~,.' . :" •• • ·~I. ,'. "', • 

, ".' Recently i was in Central AniericaJwhe~e government 'i~aders, private 
: economists, and business people are recoknizing that expanding economic 
opportunity to those on the margins -- especially women -~ is essential to democratic 

· . progress. No wonder microcredit,is finally finding its rightful place as a vital tool in 
.the alleviation of poverty and the building ofdemocracy around the world: 

':/:". ." Throughout the developing world, Lhave also seen the transfonnation that 
. : can occur when women have access to hdalth care, including frumily planning. Not 

".... '"':,' ..only do s~ch programs givs women the c~ance to determine the nwnber of children 
": :.>.:.. they have, they help reduces maternal mormlity. And family planning is shown to 

"'.' "'.' '; .' ~ave positive.economic effects, enabling families' to become more prosperous and 
· improving the prosperity pfnationsas well.,:... . -:,' 

'i,:.'\~<.\'t:.,;~:'< ~: '::" '-; :.. ,~' ... <1:. : .", ... '" . ' : . .',;", '."'.' ':' ,:";~ :f'\; 0',1'. ":' 'i' . 

•:' ." • .... ,~' ,~.. '.'. J, .;. , , 
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distant as Brazil and Zimbabwe I saw faniily plaiuiing programs . 

. It.,.:. '. 

~(1ucatle·J)..and resources to people too long deprived ofwhat most of us 
)'ani pleased ~at th~ United States AgencY:·forJntetnational 

""TI"~v,'nWith your goverrimentm the Philippfu.es on'a'program for­
• j , , • # ',. 

in reproductive, maternal and child health... · '., ''', ';:'.::', . '. 
,.>', : ....: ' I .. .. 

. al~o\vitnessed in recent y~ars the toll that ethnic conflict and ~ivil 

i"ur.........·· on the world's poor and'tlisadvantaged, especially women. In . 


. " . I' '. . . 
t"'11';::,,·,,,;;';' . In other areas where (he cataClysmic effects of violence and war 
nelf.::m:-eal:e':'sI scars on women and children. ' .. 

, . 
'1 

" 'I' .. ; . . . . 

uFo'....... ' 
 I copunend the Dutch people for recognizing that those of us Who 
'~aelm9:craC)' have an obligation to help people rebuild their lives when . 

•w.&......,c,l...r(mITlstaillC(~S have co.~spiredlagainst them. ..' " 
: ' ..,.,: ' '. . . ': ;' ,', ..1 -','.:. . . "' ".' ',', ..': ' . 


to"offer special thaflks(or the Dutch (olein drawing world 

,~....~..,,,,t,·,,r·N;i'h"""""~· . '. abuse and explqitati~n of childreri~ Yoti have galvanized .many 


. .' I" ". . '. . 
uu""vu,;, to respond to th~t challenge, as I have' seen from Thailand, 


. ·.where prograffis are '~orking 'to rescue ,giils;and boys from.' 

,....'"..~....I.."' .. '..r ..' .... ~, exploitation, and abus.e ~.·sweat~hops and factories',;: '.'. '.' '., .:;': '::' '.' 


":~;;,:f"· .. ~ ... , .. ,. .. >.:.! .... ~.::.","" '. ,~': '.. ~""', :.'.> ...~:;., ... 

. . lam not a student of Dutch' history,·I do know"that your c'ountry has . 


. ;·~)e~derinupholdi,ng th.e ideals iof tolerance and respect for'individuaI· 

~c::r'''-,.J ." .' '.. ' tn'promoting th~ common godd. One reason ·~atthese.yhlueshave 


,. 'is'that YOll se~m'to'have an uitcomrnon capacity to'achleye'consensus,. 

. , ".... 'ofs~ousproblems, In fact, 1recently read mi'artiCIe: in which a 


~ ",," ("r" .' .', , • ! .'. . ' . . . . " , 

....uulu,Fopritch eCbnOrilist~ discussing the '~polder e'conomy/' 'said Quit ".a tradition of 
'YU.3....·U,"31.',,'i:),i:Uris':deep"in ·the Dutch psYchet". '. .:: ;, ':';"~:," .... . .... 


: ',:~.;~:.. ;:~;', t··/:·J·:' " :~. ..' , . , . i,: ' .....;.,,':~ :'" ",' 

~,: is a'tradition' that every nation would do well to leani:from as we confront 


. political" social and economic challenges of a new century. Cooperation, 

""~1I''ft''1''''''", • " and it belief in our shared futt'tre is as esse~tial to us now as it was when 


~ ••"-".j ." '... • \. 1. '. 

'~()llWt~~t:wasemerging from the ruin~ of war a half centuryago.· . . 
'}·"'i',;:,Y,',.;;'',':,' ';,v'·;• ,,>-{;~ ;~< . .... . i " , . " , . 

. . < La..t~r today, I will visit the'house on Prisengracht Street where Anne Frank, . 
. hei}amilyhid during the Second WotId War, Tomorrow, I Will travel With my' 
. 'to/The Hague for the commemor~tion of the Marshall Plan.· . 
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stop, I knOW.r will gain gr~ater irisight into the unique role this 

. 'in moving us closer toia world in which peace,justice, and 
And I will leave for hom~ on Thursday with a new appreciation of 

" existed between oUr nati,oDs -:- from the tinie the Dutch traders 
ih'N~wYork in 1609 to our joint ~fforts to bring peace and demo.cracy to 

....-"'0;1'~.... Haiti in the 1990s. , ' : . . 
. , .... " 

',.··~~"~r~~,·~' , ' . j , 

.' " '.; , Franklin once s~id: "In 19ve of liberty and in defe~se ,~f it, Ho~land . 
, example." And I might add, pte world's example. With your continued 

, :7~,andwith the continued cooperation ofour friends across this continent 
"YoI.,""LUa~'the globe -- we will·fulfill Geclrge Marsha1I'~vision in a lasting '.. 

~taIlllent- "humanity.~' , . . ",' . ,I 

" ""'. 

. ,...'' 

, I ' , 

J •• 

..' 
.: I 

: ... . t· " ,", . ) :'..' 

••1' 

... ." ,,.." . ;~'::"'.' , , 

, , 

! 

I . , 

I" 

, 1. 


,'. 

, . 

;7, 
'" , ~:, '. 

"" ~ ',' 

r .
I • , 


