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Let me begin by thanking all!ofyou -:-- the people of Saam Njaay village -- for opening 
your homes, your schools and your ijearts to my daughter and me this morning. Chelsea and I 
have been touched by your warm ho~pitality and kindness. 

I 

It's perhaps no .understatementto say that I've seen the hope and future of Senegal in this 
, I 

village. I've seen it in your health clinic, in your classrooms, and in the vibrant culture and 
I 

traditiolls you've shared with me today. Most importantly I see it in the eyes of each man, 
woman and child of this village who: is working hard to bring greater progress, health and 
prosperity to your families and your pommunity. You are an inspiration to all of us. 
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Through "TOSTAN," you are gaining what I like to call the tools of opportunity -­
reading, writing, problem-solving, ai,ld the principles of good hygiene and health, leadership and 
financial management. With these tools, you have the power to build better and happier lives for 
all people, the power to gain all the Blessings of the world. And I am very proud that so many 

. I· . 

Americans, beginning with Molly M¢lching, have come fo work in partnership with all of you to 
make sure every member of this village has the opportunity to fulfill his or her greatest God­
given potential. [I also understand th~t organizations such as Africare and the National Council 

'--""""ATNegro Women are important partriers with the people of this area.] We have a great deal to 
learn from each other. 

I've heard that TOSTAN is Woloffor "breakthrough." I commend you on the many 
breakthroughs you have already achieved and I am confident that in the coming years and 
decades, many more will come. ' , . 

Thank you very much. 
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