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s Thank you very much Thank you ‘ Thank you all for gatherlng

" here and thank you who are gathered all over our country at the.
. more than.400 sites. ' Thank you Judy for moderating this program.
And I partlcularly want to thank the distinguished members of our
. panel as well as our audience. here in Washington. - And all of you
- for sharing your time and insights and for taking part in today’s
~discussion.  When I think about- the thousands of women and men
. across America who are gathered today, I know that your actlons S
ifspeak louder than any of our. words could . ‘

One year ago, I had the pr1v1lege of jOlnlng the U s.

'delegatlon to the United Nations ﬂourth World Conference . on Women

in Beijing. It was an historic gathering ---a celebration of the,

"contrlbutlons women, make 1n every aspect of llfe

-

It was ‘also .a call to actlon A call to actlon on behalf of

" women and girls . around the world. who ‘are being denied  the

opportunity to live up to their own God- -given potential --‘belng

.denied education, health care, 30bs and credit, the :chance to enjoy

basic .legal and human rlghts and to partlclpate fully 1n the'

I remember, as. I spoke ini Be131ng, looklng out at - the

- delegates ‘and seeing ‘women" of "all colors "and- races, dressed in
' everything from Western-style bus1ness suits to saris to boubas.

Women from 189 countries, so dlfferent on the surface, yet united

lkfln a 51ngle urgent message "Women’s. rights are human rlghts --'and
‘human rlghts are women'’s. rlghts.“i . S

It was a s1mple and. stralghtforWard message. But as 'I
recently discovered, it sometlmes requires further -explanation.’
When I did radio call in show on'the Voice of America, a caller

'~,from Iran asked very earnestly what I had meant when I said in
~Beijing that "women’s rights are human rights -- and human rights”

are women’s rights." The only thlng I could say to explain it to

. him was: "Just close’ your eyes and imagine -all the rights that men
~ have always had Now 1mag1ne women havmng all those same rlghts "

, Today, we see that the message of Beljlng is belng heard;f‘
. around the world. In classrooms In factorles In_offlces In seats
- of power : : . : o - ‘ :

The platform for actlon that 189 natlons agreed to at that .
women’s conference did not just generate ex01tement and momentum,tA'
it generated results - _ ;| b
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, " Women in Namibia now;arepaffordedvequal rights with men in .
marrlage Women in Fiji now can work past six in the‘evenlng Women
in Nepal may soon be allowed to own property. Women in Guatemalaj

. now .can take advantage of soholarshlps to study political science ..

-at the national unlver51ty Women in India and Cameroon may now be

' better represented in government because of efforts to 1ncrease the

'fnumber of women - elected to offlce iny those countrles
h!, r ,

‘As we consz.der these achlevements, I reallze there 1s La

@tendency to assume that the Beljlng conference had little relevancef‘

‘for American women because we enjoy advantages in wealth, health,

education, and pOlltlcal and legal rlghts compared to women i
“ielsewhere in the world. o . r » ,

»
!
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- Yet if; like me, you have had the chance to travel around our

" country talklng to people about thelr lives, you know that American
women share many of the same asplratlons and concerns as women . 1n"

fother countrles

A“ '

-And’ you also know, there 1s more we can ‘do here at home ong

V’behalf of women, and glrls

y There is more we can do to protect women from v1olence at _home
and on the streets. 7 - . L

There is more we can do to ensure that women recelve equal
wages for equal work e J ' o _

v There is more we can. do to prov1de retirement securlty for -
-~women who spend their waking hours- on assembly llnes, behlnd cash_v'

'reglsters, and worklng at computers

i

"There - is more ‘me ‘can do ‘Eo help ‘women ﬁulfillf{the‘,_

-respon31b111t1es of famlly and work.
: !

"There 1s ‘more we can- do to promote the health of women,r

throughout thelr llfetlmes

And there is more we can ‘do to make credit and other economlc
'opportunltles for self suff1c1ency avallable to women :

And we are dolng more, thanks in part to the conference 1np.

‘Beijing and the blueprint for actlon it gave us. Whether we are

~working on domestic violence, or: reproductlve ‘rights, or job
' securlty, or pay equity, or workplace dlscrlmlnatlon or on any .
. other issue affecting women ‘and- glrls, our actions are founded on.
- the knowledge that women’s rlghts and human rlghts really are oneef

_and the same thlng L ﬁ

o _Here in Amerlca, we ‘are commltted to bulld on the progressd:
: that is being made on behalf of women and girls. 'As soon .as the -

‘Beijing conference ended, the Pres1dent established the President’s
InterAgency Council on.Women, whlch.brlngs together representatives

from each federal ~agency ‘to develop polzcxes that support the ]

l
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‘young men and women college students held a march to protest
'domestlc v101ence - : S

: These activities are taklng place in- part because the agenda
" presented in Beijing resonated deeply with men and women across our
-‘country and around the world :

But I want to make one addltlonal p01nt

Because we are talklng about 1ssues that matter in the llves'(

of ‘women and girls, it does not- mean that we-are 1gnor1ng 1ssues of .
'concern to men and boys , ’ﬂ‘ _;; . : , '
If as a natlon and as’ a globhl famlly, we truly care about'

~ strong famllles, strong comminities, and strong societies, we have
~to recognize that economic, - polltlcal and . social progress depends

" upon women . and glrls hav1ng access to the opportunltles they :
deserve . L . E - o

N - ‘ ) . . | ) : . M ‘.

AR As I sald in many dlfferent settlngs, 1nclud1ng Beljlng When

~women flourish, families flourish. ‘And when families | flourish,

communities flourlsh and nations flourish. And every one of us --

K men and women, boys and glrls -~‘stands to galn

I am conv1nced that Beljlng was a hlstorlc step toward
achieving equal rights for women and girls here at home and around.

the world. And I am Optlmlstlc that we will make even more progress

* because so many Americans -- espec1ally young women and young. men
-- .are determined to mobilize their friends, neighbors. and

co- workers to make progress together : Co o '
l

Women have always been ‘at the forefront of soc1al polltlcal;:di'

- and economic change in our country. |We have all beneflted from the.
‘courage and leadership of women like Susan B. Anthony, or Sojourner

. Truth, or Jane -Addams, Ida B. WellsL ‘Eleanor ‘Roosevelt and so many‘7h"
~ -others who. led  the struggles’ for{women s suffrage, -child- labore-
" laws, public education, civil rlghts ‘and so much more. Now it . is

Ah_our turn to lead the way -- for our daughters and sons, for our
granddaughters and. grandsons ; .

, " Just thls week we got a- gllmpse of how far women have come';
when ‘astronaut Shannon Lucid touched back down to Earth after a

Jrecord -breaking stay of six months 1n space -- the longest tour in‘

. space of any woman or any American 1n ‘history. I think that all of

us gave a s1lent or maybe a qu1te loud cheer of congratulatlons

, Today, 1women‘ can- reach . fo ri the ‘moon, llterally and
figuratively. That. doesn t ‘mean our work is done. But it does.
- ‘'mean we can celebrate both how far we have come as we work together

r;to continue progress and  when we'work for a day, I hope, when -

vachlevements like Sharon Lucid’s and so many other women are the
rule, not- exceptlon - The day - when .we don’t need any more
‘international women’s conferences ‘or InterAgency Councils ' or
platforms on women'’'s issues. g e T o L
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What we are str1v1ng for is. the day when every person whoﬁ

. graces this earth is" able to pursuejhis or her dream to the’ fullest?».Au.
 because the opportunities and encouragement are there and barrlersg;e‘
" have been torn down i,s:'- ST ;. : :

L So, on behalf of all of us here in Washlngton I want to thank; :

‘,everyone ‘who' has gathered” and . espeklally all of the you who have -
. worked so. hard for this past year: to put into practlce, the hopes - . -
" ‘and dreams and. plans that hundreds and thousands of women worked so;t»~f
“'2lhard on, that .came 'to. frultlon 1n Beljlng e

T belleve we’ have much to show for ‘this one year and that w1thﬂjﬁ

~our continued commitment and dedication, we’ will contlnue to seeQﬂ[;
ﬁaccompllshments grow and barrlersifall

I hope that all of you take the klnd of prlde I do as I travel

i,,around our country’ in‘ seeing women ‘and “‘men working -together to
H'bu11d a better future for: themselves and thelr communltles ‘ :

Thank you all very much ’k~?"k




