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FIRST,LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

, REMAJUC:S, FOR n THE U. N. WOMEN'S ICONFERENCE ONE 'YEAR, LATER n ' 
, WASHINGTON, , DC ' ' 
, SEPTEMBER 28, 1996 , , ,'I, 

" " ' " i' , 
Tharik'youvery much. Thank YOf~ Thank you all for gathering 

here and thank you who are gathered all' over our country at' the, 
more than 400 sites. ' Thank youJuJ~y for moderating this program. 
And 'I particularly, want' to thank t:he distinguished members, of our 

, panel as well as our audience herel in Washington. ' And all of you 

for sharing your time and insights: and for taking part in todayi s 


, discussion.' When' I think, about the' thousands of women and men 

'across America who are gathered tbday, I know that your' actions 

speak louder tha~ any of our word~ could~ , 

One year ago, I had the' J,rivilege ,'of JOJ.nl.ng the U. s. 
delegation 'to the United Nations Fjourth World Conference on Women 
in Beijing. It was an historicgat;heririg'--:-'acelebration'ofthe 
contributions women m~ke in every [aspect of life. " 

It was also :a call to action~ A call to action on behalf of 
women and 'girls'" around th€!wot.ld who are being denied the 
opportunity to live up to their o~ God-given potential -- being 

,denied education, health care, jobs and credit, ,the 'chance to enjoy 
basic ,legal ,and human r.ights and to participate, fully in the" 

, ,political lives of, their countries. ' 
, , " I ' ' 

I , remember, as I,', spoke, in! Beij ing, looking out at, the 
delegates and seeing' women" of 'ali colors' and", races, dressed in', 
everything from western-'style business suits to saris to boubas. ' 
Women from 189. countries,' ;so diff~rent on the surface, yet united 

,', in a sirigle urgent message: nWornen J s rights 'are human'rights --and 
'human rights (ire women's, rights. " I " 

, It' was ii" simple and strai~htf'orward message. But as" I 
rece;ntly. discovered, it sometimes requires further explanation. ' 
When I did radio' call in show on! the Voice of America, a' caller 

, from' I,ran asked' very earnestly what, I had meant when I said in 
Beij ing that "women's' rights are human' rights ;.. - and human rights' 

, are women 's ;rights." The only thipg I could say to explain it to 
, him was : "Just close your eyes anq imagine 'all the rights that men 
have always had. Now imagine wome~ having'all those same rights." 

Today,' we see 'that the me~sage of B~ij ingis being heard 
" around the world. In classrooms. In factories. In offices. In seats 
, " ' • 'I " ' 

, ,'of power. , 

The' platform for action that 189 nations agreed to at that 
women's conference did not just g~nerate excitement and momentum" 
it generated results. 'I' 
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'Women in,Namibia: now; are affor¢ledequal rights,with men in 

marriage. WomeninFij i now ,can work p,'ast ,six in the evening.' Women' 
in Nepal may soon be allowed to own :property. Women' in Guatemala, 

, now can, take advantage of' scholarship,s to study political science' " 
,at the national university., Women in IIndia and' Cameroon may now be 
better represented in gover:nment beca¥se of efforts to increase the 

,'number' of, women elected to office in ;those ,countries.· ',', ' I 

'As we consider these' achievement~, I realize 'there is' a 
:tertdency to assume' that the Beijing conferencehadlitt1.e relevance' 
for American women because we'enjoy t:..dvantages in wealth~'health, 
education,and political' and, legal rights compared to ,women 
elsewhere in the world. " :', I . 

There is more we can do to protept, women from violence at home 
and on, the streets. 

I
'There is' more we ,can do to en~ure that women'receive equal 

wages for equal work. I 
, .! . . . 

. There is more we can do to provide retirement security for 
women who spend their wakinghours'~n assembly lines, ,behind cash 

'registers, and working at computers., 
I

" There', is more we can do Ito help women fulf,ill," the 
, responsibilities of 'faridly and work.' 

, " ' , '" ... ' I 

There is 'more we 'can do ,to '/promote 'the ,hea1:th of women" 
throughout their, lifetimes. 

, , 

And,there is more we cand6to fnake credit and other economic 
opportunities ,for self-sufficiency t:..vailable to women. ' 
, " ' ' " I , " 


.. , : "'. ,
" 

Arid we are doing more, thanks; in part to the 'conference in 
Beij ingand the blueprint for acti6n it gave us. Whether we, are' 

,'working on domestic violence, or; reproductive rights, ,or job 
security, or pay equity, or workp+ace discrimination ,or on any , ' 
other issue affecting womenandgiris, our actions are founded on 
the knowledge 'that women's'rights ahd human rights'really are one 
and the same thing. " , ! ' ' • 

, '.,' ;. ' . ,- . 

',Here iJ? America, we ',are commi,tted to build on ',the ,progress 
, that is being made on behalf, ofwo/men and girls .As soon ,as the,' 

", Beijing conference ended, the Presid~nt established the President's 
'InterAgency Council on Women, which brings together representatives 
from ,each federal, agency' to deveiop, policies that' support the 
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yeung men and wemenCellegest~d:,ents' held a march to.' pretest 
demestic vielence. 

'. ' I 

These activities are taking p~ace in 'part because the agenda 
presented in Beijingresenated deeply with men and wemen acress eur 
,ceuntry and areund' the werld. .' ,'I 

ButI want to. make one additi6nal peint'. 
.. : . 

Because, we are talking abeut issues ,that matter 'in the.lives· 
. I' ' 

ef'wemen and girls, it dees net'mean that weare ignering issues of 
cencern to. men and beys. ' I . 

If, asa' n~tien and: as a' glebial .family,~e truly care, abeut 
strengfa~ilies, strong C:dmmlini~i~si, and stren~ Secieties, we have 

·te recegn~ze thatecenem~c, pel~t1C:~al and,secaal pregress depends 
upon women and girls having acc~ss to. the .', epperturiities, they, . .' I· ,
deserve. . , , " ,,' , j' , 

-,. . 1 

, I,' ,'. , . . . , 
As I said' in many different' settings, including Beijing: When 

.' wemen 'fleurish, families fleurish:.And when families fleurish,. 
cemmunities fleurishaI].d natiens f~eurish. And ,every ene' ef us -..: 
men and wemen"beys and girls -- stiands to. gain.

" '" ' I" 
I 

I am cenvinced, that Beij ingwas a histeric' step, teward' 
achieving equal rights fer wemenan~ girls here 'at heme and areund, 
the world. And Lam optimistic that ;we will make everi'mere pregress , 
because ,so. many Americans -- especially yeung wemenand yeung,men 
, are determined to. mebilize their friends, neighbers,and 
co.-workers, to. make pregress tegethE4r. . ' 

, ' ,I
'. ,I 

,,'wemen havealways.beenat theiferefrent ef secial, pelitical, 
andecenomic change in eurce~nt;.ry.1 We have all benefited frem the 
ceurage and leadership efwemen like Susan B. 'Antheny,er Sejeurner 

'Truth, er 'Jane Addams, Ida B.Wellsl,EleanerReesevelt and so. many 
.others ,whe" led, the'struggles fer ,jwemen' s· suffrage i . child" taber . 
'laws" public educatien, " civil righfs 'and, so. much mere. New iti~ 
,our turn te,lead the way -- fer 9'flr daughters and sens, fer,pur 
granddaughters and, grandsens .. : ' 

, 't' 
I, . 

Just this week, we get a,' glimpse of hew far wemen have come 
when'astronaut ,Shannen Lucid teucHed back deWn,te Earth after· a 

, record-breaking stay ef six menths. !in space --: - the longest tour in ' 
, space of any weman 'er any American ~n histery. I think that all· ,of 
us gave a silent er maybe a quite~oud cheer ef, cengratulatiens. " 

,Teday, wemen can reach for themeen, literally and 
figuratively. That deesn' tmean 9ur work is dene. 'But it dee~, 
mean we can celebrate beth ,hew far we have ,ceme as we werk tegether 

, ,to. ?ent inue pz:egress and, wh7n wei werk . fer a day I . I hepe, when 
ach1evements l~ke Sharen Luc~d's and so many ether wemen are the 
rule, not', exceptien. The day when, we den't' need any mere 
international wemen's conferences) 'er InterAgency Ceuncils: er 
platforms en wemen's issues. I ' " 

I' 
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'. What we: are striving for is I,the day when. every, person who­
graces' this earth ,is able to'pursue. his or. her dream to the .fullest : . 
because the opportunities and 'enc0'1rag~mei1t are' there and barriers " 

, have been . torn ,down. ' . 1. i 
, .~. . . 

So, on behalf ,of; all of us ,'her~ in Washington,' I want ,to ,thank 
everyone who has gathered and espe:cially "a,ll of the you who .have" 

. ,worked so hard for'this past year' to: put ,into practice t'he hopesI . . . . . " . . I .. 
.and, dreamsand.plans .that hundreds~nd thousands of, women .worked 'so. 

'. hard on,that,c:ameto: frui tioninl?eij ing .. ' " , 
". L . ", ' 

'1 

'I b~lieve:we'h~ve' much ,to sh~wJfo.rthis 'on7 year and that with ,.. 
our contlnuedcommltment and dedlcatlon, we wl11 cont,inue to' see 

',accomplishments grow and' barriers.fall. . 
: " . ..•. . ,'., " , ,., . . " ", . ··1 ' . ' 


'I'hope that all of ,yo~ take the kind of pride I do as I travel 

. . • . ,_ . ,I ,"' t

around. our. country. In· seelngwomen .and men . worklng ,together to 
'build a better future for themselvE!s and .theircommunities. . . . " I .' . , 

Thank you ,all very much.' 1 
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