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Thank you. Goodmorninq. Thank you Ambassador Teymour , Hr. 

Desai, Mr. Nielsen~·· I, 

. . I 
'I am honored t~ partic~pate in this historic 'qatherinq,

where civic, reliqious, andlsocialorqanizationsas well as 
qovernment leaders from around the world are unitinq'in the fiqht 
to eradicate absolute poverty, create jobs, and empower women and 
men to become full participants in their societies. 

. i
I 

'.' 
It is a special pleasu~e to be able to speak to agatherinq

that includes so many non-q?vernmental organizations. Whether 
they operate in great citie~ or in remote villaqes, NGOs always
have played a vital rolein1strenqtheninq ourqlobal community.
But particularly today, as ~ll nations face new challenges and 
choices, the experience andiwisdom of NGOswill be critical in 
guidinq us toward a safer, fore just, and unified world. 

. The end of the Cold War has created extraordinary new 
opportunities for qrowth an~ proqress. But at the same time, 
ethnic strife and civil conflict have erupted across the planet,
depletinq our resources, dr~ining our enerqies, promoting hatred 
and intolerance, and imperillinq our ideal of. a free' and open.
global society. . . 

I , . 

Today, too many nation's waste precious resources on building
weapons'· of mass destructio~, staqinq wars, and doinq violence to 
basic human riqhts, instea~ of investinq those resources in 
people. Too often, natural iresources are destroyed and human ones 
exploited throuqh socially jirresponsible behavior. Today, too ' 
much time is spent in nakeq pursuit of power instead.of workinq
for peace and prosperity.' '. . . , . 

It has become fashion~ble in recent years toassiqn blame 
for the world's problems to one qroup of nations or another. 
hope this summit does not ~uccumb to that temptation. In fact, 
every nation needs to reth+nk/its approach to social development
and most nations need to d9 more for their own people and 
humanity~ . 
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... Tom.eet the qoals of this Summit, qovernments will have to 

qo about their 'bUsiness ·in·-?ew.ways. They ..will ha\!' to..re~~~nk 
how to protect their most ~lnerable pppulat.tons in a time ot·-"",,~~--..--··..­
shrinkinq resources and acc~lerated qlobal competition. They·will
have to respect basic humanlriqhts, and that includes the riqhta . 
of women and workers to be protected from exploitation and abuse. . 
And they will have tocreat~ conditions that encouraqe individual . 
initiative and a vibrant civic life. . . 

I 

Finally, as ,my husband: said in a speech last week, 

qovernments will have to chpose (!nqaqement over isolationism.· 

With our economies and our ~ocieties becominq iricreasinqly

interdependent, we must wor~to create a qlobal community in 

which economic qrowth and siocial proqress result in shared 

prosperity and opportunity•. 


On a larqe scale, the~e is no better place. to start than 

with an indefinite and unconditional extension of the Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. ~e threat posed by these devastatinq 

weapons endanqers all the "fork we do. to end poverty, create jobs,

and empower people. Moreover, in balancinq priorities and 

resources, all nations will have to realize that investinq in 

people, ~ot the. acquisitio~ of nuclear arms, 'is the way to make 

their societies stronqer. €lean water, safe sanitation, basic 

education and health care are better investments to strenqthen. 


- societies in both theshor~ andlonq term than the acquisition of 
or increase in nuclear arm7'.' ..' ..... 

! 

Two daysaqo marked the. 25th anniversary of the Non­

Proliferation Treaty, now tloined by 172 nations· that realize that 

opposinq the spread of nuclear weapons is in their self-interest. 

And to (urther the qoals 0' the Treaty, the united States and 

Russia have aqreed -- thro~qh START I and START II -- to reduce 

our own nuclear·arsenals. fe must all continue the effort to deal 

responsibly with this crit;ical issue•. 


. I ~ . 
In addressinq the wor;ld's social problems, we cannot expect 


qovernments .to act .alone, Iparticularly in an era of scattered 

.and, some believe, scarce;resources. Governments needNGOs to 

monitor their actions andlmobilize them to find innovative· . 

solutions to problems. NG<.?s also can inspire us to work more 

effectively with each oth,r -- within the NOO community and 

within the community of n~tions. That is why the participation of 

NGOs at this and other United Nation's Conferences is so . 

invaluable. ' 


. - I' . . 
The qreat social mov~ments of my own country durinq the 19th 


and 20th centuries -- the: abolition of slavery, the riqht of 

women to vote, as well as/the civil riqhts movement would not 

have been achieved withou~ the leadership of civic, reliqious,

and social orqanizations.! 
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The same is true elsewh'ere. As Ambassador Somavia knows 
weif, civic Of'qahitations 'com.mitted--to ..hWllan--rights_-and:the__r_ule~_______ 
of law were instr~mental in ;assuring Chile's transition to =-07­

democracy. Through,the worklof nuns and lay people in the 
Philippines, civic groups in Bulgaria, qrassrootsorganizations
working across Africa and south America, and many others, NGOs 
have helped improve the liv~s of tens of aillionsof, men, women, 
children and families strUggling to escape tyranny, poverty, and 
social dislocation. I 

Ultimately, thisforum!arid the Social Summit is about 
supporting and building on ~hat work, not for the ,sake of - " 
governments or ideologies, DUt for people. It is about putting
people first. And putting people, first requires realistic, 
workable solutions, to' compl~x problems. ..' , ' 

Too often, the assump~ion is ,that any solution will 
inevitably be costly and complicated. 'In fact, we have proof to 
the contrary. J ' 

We see grassroots effotts around the world that are reducing 
poverty, improving health and education, and promoting individual 
freedom. " 

UNICEF, to take one shining example" has had a decade-long
focus on child survival andjhaspioneered many strategies that' 

( 
are low-cost" including bre~stfeedlng and ol:'al rehydration ' 

\. therapy and immunizations. i ' 
, ' ! 

Last year polio was er~dicated in the Western Hemisphere 'by 
'a multinational effort. Ana the u.s. was the lead donor for
that. '. ' : 

i 

And around the world, the percentage of· children immunized 
against major preventable dliseases rose from 20 percent to 80 
percent' between 1980 and 1;990. 

I • 

In the United states, iI'm frank to admit, we have had to 
follow the lead of other cquntries so that finally we are 
attempting to increase the limmunization rates of our own 
children, and our rates ha~e increased but are not yet where they
need to be. ;

- " ,'i
I 

- ; , " ' 
In South America,.the/involvement ,of NOOs in teaching 

pregnant women self-diagno~is of maternal health problems has 
resulted in a dramatlc red';lction in the infant mortality ,rate, in 
rural areas. 

I myself saw at the F,bella Hospital in Manila, news mothers 
staying in the hospital 101;19 enough to learn to nurse their , 
babies, which promoted a s~ronger bond between mother and child 
and increased the,chances 9f family stability. 



i 
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, ,I, 
, And in countries where/governments and HClOshavemade " , ' 
·----:-voluntary, safeand--effect,i¥e__fMt!Jy~_~~~!!nJ~q'available and have ' :' 

provided related health services, we haveseen'~an---improvement-not--:....c'--7'----­
only in the lives of individuals but in .the -econom,ie well-being " 
of their countries. 'I ",",' , 

" NOW, no one' per$on" as! we know' sowell,,' can be freed from 
the bondaqe of poverty or fully integrated into society without , 
the means to earn a livingr./And the task of nations, and HGOs, is 
to promote policies that li~t up the poorest in society, and to 
insist on core labor standa~ds that help stop the explQitation of 
workers, many of whom are chil~ren. 

" ,I,
I ' , 

Governments must be' re;sponsible for promotinq disciplined

economic policies. And in ~he united states the President is, 

working to renew the Ameri9an economy through fiscal policies

that do assist those who a~e poor in such ways as providing tax 

credits and attempting to rraise the minimum wage. ' 


Investing in educatio~' goes hand-in-hand with providing',

economic opportunity. As capital and technoloqy become more " 

mobile, differences in the /~ality of labor ,forces will become, 

that much more apparent. I' " " , 


, , I ' , , " ' 
And again, we can learn from'each other ,as to how we can 


reduce illiteracy and incr~ase prospects, 'for employment ,'and ' 

economic security. 'I' ' , 


opportunity shouid be/the reward for taking responsibility

in life. Tbat philosophy is a good guide when ,we consider 

strategies -- governmental/and non-governmental ~- to promote 

greater self-reliance and economic in~ependence among all our 

citizens, including especially the poor and disenfranchised., 


, 'J, ' " .'.' ' , 
We have an exampleOfj that which will be discussed at this 


summit, when we look at the Grameen Bank in Banqladesh. Dr. 

Mohammed Yunus,whom many ~f you inth!s room know, as I do, 

believes that if you give ,people access to credit -- and ask them 

to take responsibility in ireturn -- they will achieve greater , ' 

economic and social indep~ndence. , " " 


, , ,1 .'' ,,', ' 
Through its ,small lo~ns to the poorest women in rural areas 


of Bangladesh, the Gramee~ bank not only has improved the 

immediate circumstanceso~ thousands of fa~ilies,·ithas also 

fostered a greater sense of purpose and spirit of community amonq

the people., " /" ,,' 


I • 

, I 'only wish every n~tion shared Dr.,Yunus's and ,the Grameen 

Bank's appreciation of th, vital role that girls and women play

in the economic; social, ~nd political life of our societies. 


I
Although women,comprfse 52 percentQf the world population, 
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.--camp,alg~"o,r. ~n the packages/labeled "Oral Rehydration Therapy" 
. that he would car'ry 'around i~ his pocket,and__pJllJ. o.ut on any 

occasion•. His legacy is in ~he jobs that each of us in thfs ---,.--._-- --. 
room, each of the people around the world and private voluntary
organizations and other NGOS/ and government organizations do day 
in and day out, throughout the world. 

I
I .

It is our duty to conti;nue to live up to Jim Grant's 

chall~nge and to do our par~ to fulfill the goals of this Summit. 

In closing, I would ask that as we go about our business in the 

months and years ahead, whether we are in government or the 

private sector or just acting on our own, that we draw strength

and' courage from Jim.Grant'~example and do ,justice to. his 

memory. If we do that, theq this summit and all that follows 

will be a success. 


Thank you very much. 

III 
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