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'.. ,'.. . FIRST 'LADY HILLARylRODHAH CLINTON ,: 

REMARKS TO THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF MONGOJ.,IA.· 


ULAN BATOR, iMONGOLIA' 


" , " " . .' ,..., /' . ,'. .' . 

. " . MRS. CLINTON: . Thank you veryf m\lch and Sain Bayn Uu' [which 
. means l:1ello]. I. wan~ to thank Mrsl. Tesvelmaa for her warm 

welcome andhospltallty .. Ambassador Johnson, thank you· for your 

energetic and wise representation .pf our nat,ion in Mongolia. 


professo~D~rj , . facult~, stud:ents, and other guests, thank 

you for inv.iting me here today. It,' is a' great honor to be with 

you,' and I want·youto know that I bring with me very special 

greetings ,from the 'President and. the ,people of the United states 

of America.· : 


, ' 

. I hope that in the yearsahea~ many more Americans will be 
. 'able'to travel her.e and experience; first-hand. the great beauty of 

'. 	 your·country, ,the vit~lityandstrlengthof the Mongolian l?eople, 
as well as the respect you show for your natural surroundlngs, 
the. pride you have in' your,childre'n, and the value you place on' 

.education. . 'J" .' . 


'. ,.' .' .' . . . I.· . '. " 

• 	 . I .• . 

. ,In Amerlcawe have had the.opportunlty recently to learn 
. more .about the rich culture and 'long history of Mongolia through' 

. ., ,'. • r '.. ".' 	 '.the most lmporta,nt exhlbltof Mongollan art ever to be. shown ln ' 

the uriited states. Th,eexhit>it, ca!lled "Mongolia: The Legacy Clf ' 

ChinggisKhan", opened at the Asia!nArt Mu~eum of San, Francisco .•.. 

in July, . and will travel to several1 other cities, including our 


• .' 	 ! ..

natlon's capltal. 	 . i 

I. have come here toexpress'O!n very strong terms America's 

support for ,Mongolian .democracy~ ~ndependence, and prosperity. 

AndI'think it is wonderfully app~opriate for us to be meeting at 

a university, because the opportunity for citizens t,o pursue an. 

education is. so essential to the. growth and succes,sof any

democracy ~ , i '. 


I also am very pleased to le~rn that so many women are 

students here. Inmany.parts of the world, women are·not afforded 

the .opportunity of higher educatidn,· or .even the chance to 

acquire basic literacy. Mongolia ~s an exception. ., 


. "', 



, 
, I . 

As you may know, I spent the past few days before coming .to 
Mongolia at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women 
in Beijing. The purpose of ,the'con~erence was 'to bring together 

'women and men from around' the world who are dedicated to ' 

.
advancing the 

. 
interests of women, C±hildren,

l .
'.' 	 . 
andfamilies~ 

'About 185 nations, including ~ongolia, ,sent delegates who' 
are focusing ~heir ~n~rgies on,theiissues~hatmatter,most t~ 
women and thelr fa~111es:accessto educatlon, health care,JObs 
and credit, .safety' from, violence it..' and out ,of their homes,' and , 
the. chance to participate 'fully' in! the political life of· their. 

. countries.. .' 	 . i " ",.. ,' '. .... , ....• 
I mention this because' so many of the ideals'and,values at 

work at the UN conference are the 'idealsand values at work in . 
. , your new democracy.. ./ 

Earlier 'today, I had a chance :to me~t with a group of 
Mongolian ". wo~en, several of whom,i including your First Lady, 
participated,in the women's conference. And I think we are all 
aware that,no niatter.wha~ country ye.live in, ,as women we share 
many of the same, asplratl0ns and concerns,. 

, ," ..... '. f,. . ..' , 
, We are living in "a time .of :mothentous chang'e around the' 

world. It is a time when dictatorships and tyrannies are giving . 
"I • 	 _ ' ,way to more open and tolerant,socletles' -'- and new respect for 

'human rights, free elections andfteemarketsis emer;ging in many . 
. places ~ . .1.' . . 

Yet it is a~soa,timeofgrowing global com~etition, scarser 
resources and unpredictability abottt the future. So along with a 
wave cif ,democracy, we also see the[resurfa6ing of ugly ethnic, 
tribal and religious conflict and the vioience that often 

. 	 . I . 

accompanies those rivalries. 	 I 

I 


, .. 	 I 
In'the face ot: ,such rapidchailge,thereinay bea tendency, to 

.assume that education,.health care~e.conomic opportunity and 
,personal freedom have 'little to dO! with theeconomi6:and'social 
. progress of a nation. .' . . ~'. 

The whole ,point 'of the confer~~ce in China ':"-and what we., 
are, learning in country after country.around·the world, including 
here in Mongolia ':":..1s that investiing'in human ,beings and their' 

. potential to improve their ownliv~s and the lives of their," " 

famili,es is as important to . a nati9h' s progress as investments, in 

the. marketplace. ' i '. . 


i' 
I' 
I 

Along with access to schooling, health care and jobs, men 

and women mu'st' be permitted to take part· in. the decisions that 


'will affect their futures.' , '.!'" 

I 

I 
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." . .·:Itta~es great courage on thei part· of many people to build a 
.democracy, as we have seen from India. to' South Africa to 

Mongolia.' ,I 


.There are .some who claim that! fr~edom and democracy are 

.Western concepts and that Asians prefer authoritarian rule. 
. . ,I . 


I say: 'Let. them come ,to Mongoilia. . 

.: "'1 '. .' 

. This country. has transformed itself" from' a one-party' 
· commur:list dictatorship into a plur~listic political system. You . 
haVe do'ne sO.with quiet and. courageous determination .. Although it: 
is 'not widely known in my .country '.1' the Mongolian ·people yearned' 
so .strongly for democracy that a movement began with' .... 
demonstrations 'in sub..;,zero temperatures and culminated .with the 
'~esignationof the'Politburo, the ~eg~lization of other parties, 

.and the writing, of a newConstitut~on. - .' . 


Clearly, the Mongolian peoplel take 	the' privileg'es .of 
·democracy and. freedom :seriously. I'I iearned before coming' here .. ' . 

. ' that' about 90 percent o'f voters.cast ba llots here, and many have 
': to travel great -distances to .do:so l• That voting rate is higher ' 

th,an in many older democracies, influding my own. ...... . ..' .' : 
.... '-.' ""1' 

'. There are some who claimthatinewdemocracies cannot survive 
economic hardship ahd struggle, .and ·that, as a country makes the 
~ransition from a planned economy foamarket economy, it cannot 

:aff.ord. democracy. . 	 ! 

I 


. I . " 	 . 

I say: Let. them come to MbngoJlia, where .the government and 

people are both moving toward political and economic reform, 

economic freedom ,and political fre~dom. 


. 	 . . ." ," i ' .' 
Your nation is an 'inspirationito millions around' the world· 

<who s7e the str~des you are, ma~i~gl in free-marketr.eforns,' the 
creatl.on of, an .l.ndependent: ]udl.cl.ary,laws.thatrespect human 
right's, and private propertYi and the doors':you have opened to 
welcome freeenterprise.andforeigh investment .' .. j. All ,in a 

. very,.. very short .time. , 	 ' 
. i. . 

· .' At·the same time, we know ,that the creation of any' 
, democratic society requires patienbe, . perseverance, optimism and 
'. the willingness. to make difficultphoices.' 

. . . Here in'.Mongolia,. you hav~ ex~erienced tl1~ hope'~ ,and the 
pain,· that come? \,'lith rapid changeJ.,And you have shown great· 
r,esolve in recent years in facing the obstacles you have' .

I' , . 
, encount.ered on the road. to democracy~ . 

I am here to tel1you, on beh~lf of the' President o~ the 
. " I 
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united states and the American people, that the, united states 
. '; ,will stand by you as you continue your democratic journey. 

r 
, ' ' " , ',

" I am proud to say'that 'our support thus far has included' 
activities funded by the united states Agency for Iriternational" 

'Development designed tostrengtheniparliament, the, judiciary-al)d 
non-governmental organizations'-- including several representing 
the views and, interests of Mongoliiln women.., .' ' ' ' 

" '" , ' ,I " . , 
>, We all ; recognize that :NGOs are key ~:dements. in the 

deve1opinent'and, sustenance of a ci~il society in any country. And 
they are' crucial to the effectiven$ss and "success' of any 

, ,',democracy. ", ',",',',.,'! ' 
, ' , I 

, We will, 'contihueto' show, our ~upportbecause we are', " 
convinced that a democratic" indep~ndent and prosperous Mongolia' 
is in' our 'interests as well' as ,youts -- and that it is essential 
t'o maintaining peaceandstabilityiirt Asia and throughout ,the
world. .,,":.', I 

',I 

'I ' 

From the outset of'Mongolia'sltransition to democracy, the 
United states 'has recognized the, vital, connectionbetw,een ' 
democracy and energy.,..' ',', I", ' ',' "', ,,'" ,. " 
" ' I' 

" ,,' We appreciate the importance Jf energy, assistance in your 
capital, particularly during the cdldest ,months (which I know can 

,"", ' last for quiteso,me time here),~ ,,;, , ' ' 

, "In 1992, wepledge~to providJ$35 ~illion in U.'S. aid' to 
the' Government of Mongolia' s energ~,' sector. For' four winters, ' 
this support, has helped keep the" heat on, and the ,lights qn, in 
,the capitaL" , ,,','1 ",,' " " :"'",' 

We intend to fuifill the'remaJn~er of, this 'pledge in ,the
, J 

coming. year~' , " ' . .' 

'we also',unders'tand ~he ,MOng91~an governmEmt' s concern for 
, the upcoming winter. Because ,the' s~tuatiori is so serious, 'I am-, 

happy, ,to announce a new pledge, ,!f' ~3. 5, milli'!n, i~ additional. , 
emergency support to get'Mongollathrough thlS Wlnter before help 
is available from other donors.' :" " ' , ' , ' 

•'.I~isou'r hope that this .addiJiomil support will allow, the 
• " .' I '.Governmentof,Mongolla to focus on Ifurther develop.1ng,the, 
, country's market economy and democ1atic, transition . 

.' ',Today 'r am also. pleased to ann'oQ.nce that our government, 
through'USAID, will provide UNICEF :with,$l,million to support 

, improvement in children",s health. ,I,. 
J ' 

,It 'is ou~ hope that this suppo'rtwill help Mongolia makeup:
"' . ! 
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. the 'ground lost in ",providing for 6hildren's health in recent, 

years : This is particJ,llarly 'urgent because more than half of .' 

Mongolia's population' is ,under 25 J . ',. '. 


..' '. ., '1 

'. . We also are,' inv6l~ed in otherj 'actlyities: in'sl,Ippcirt,of:, . 
democracy' and·economi.c progress. ~eac.e Corps .yoluilteersare : 
teaching English, tostudel1ts inM,?ngolia .:, ourmilitary/s",-. . 

, humanitarian program' has ',been actilvehere -- ,I, believe! that.sOme 
·Am~ri.can militarY',personnelhelped build the sch90l fQ~., .gffted 

math ··andsciehc'e.:students 'in,; UlanlBator .~. And 'assistance, from ·our 
.D~partment;of Agriculture' has. been used::' t.O' .promote.sma11' ':.: . . . 
bus'iness.' '. ,: "., ." .'. " ~" . .... ,' .... ' . .... ; '.' 

',;" '".1, . '. " ..... 

I' believe that,the' values tha:tour.nations share, 'and our .' 
common' belief in the ideals'· of fre1edom· and democracy ,will. 'draw' 
usev~n closer ,in the years'ahea~.l· '. .... 

. . . . " :" .' i . , . '. 
'.. 1 he~~d a s~Qry earliertodaYlt~at struck me for two 


reasons:. Flrst, l.t reflectsth~ promlnence and respeC,t accordeq 

. women ·in Mongolian culture.' : I .' . .' ,
.' .' . t· " '" .' ".' 

It al~o':teflectsthesblidarity of t~eMongolian·people : 
" .... ! '.. '.'over these last flve years,'and.the·lmportance of bUllq,ing 


solidarity among·lIke-minded. 'mitiops and peoples.' .' "," 

.> : , " . ' .. ' " " '; .. .'. " ",' , -1 , ','. . '.. '. 


It,lS the' story of Chlnggls Khan's mother, ,who lectur¢dthe 
young Temujin alld. his brothers abo~t .the·import:al),ce,of staying 
united.'. To make, her point~ she showeQ.. thein:how :eas;ily. one' arrow .. I . . .,

could be. brciken,.but how hard·it i1' to break ,fi:ve arrows when 

they~are held together. ,! 


I 
On the"eve of . a neW century, and a new millennium, 

democracies must stand together., After my brief s,tay here~ I am 
, . ' ..' . , ., ," I '." ~". ..

) ever 'more confldent. that ournatlons wlilmove :togethera'long the 
.., 'path .t~ a stronger ~. ,hea:lthi.er,.. and1 more .pro,sf~rous .f~.~ure .. :..~ .' ,'~.' . 

.... '" ' .. 'Th~nk you .all very ~much; 'And1gQo~ iUCk'~ both,' ':t'qyo~:t'~~his 
, '. ..'. country .and many best· wlshes toouli fr+ehdshlp andrelatlonshlp


'·in.the years to come. . . ~. .. . 


'#1# i 
I 
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